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Overview of presentation

• Public access policies as an opportunity to 

promote OA on campus

– Strategies and lessons learned

• Enlarging the Liaison role in supporting the 

scholarly research cycle

– Examples and outcomes



Public Access Policies of Research Funders 

– a major driver of Open Access

• US – National Institutes of Health (NIH)

• UK - Wellcome Trust, Research Councils 

• Pan European - CERN, ERC, EC (pilot)

+ 10 European countries

• Canada – Canadian Institutes of Health 

Research (CIHR) 



“…….. we have probably passed the point 

where any serious institution or funder that 

aspires to international influence needs to 

have, or be in the process of developing, an 

OA policy.”

David C. Prosser, 

former Director SPARC Europe

Open Access Policies in Europe, May 2010



Public Access Policies to Health Research in Canada

• Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR): 

One of nine research funders’ in Canada listed 

in SHERPA-JULIET with open access policies

• CIHR provides funding opportunities for 

research in Biomedical, Clinical, Health System 

Services, Social, Cultural, Environmental and 

Population health

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php?sortby=country
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php?sortby=country
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php?sortby=country


CIHR Policy on Access to Research Outputs

http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/34846.html


CIHR Policy on Access to Research Outputs 

• Option #1: Full-text of publication to be made freely 

accessible from the publishers website (Gold route)

• Option #2: Final peer-reviewed full-text manuscript to 

be archived within 6 months of publication in PMC 

Canada  or institutional repository belonging to the 

Canadian Association of Research Libraries (Green 

Route)

• Datasets to be retained for 5 years.

– Deposit bioinformatics, atomic and molecular coordinate 

data into the appropriate public databases 

• Policy applies to all grants awarded after January 1, 

2008

http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/34846.html


PubMed Central Canada

http://pubmedcentralcanada.ca/


CARL Institutional Repositories



Promoting OA Initiatives on York Campus

• CIHR policy: An opportunity to promote 

OA to Faculty & Graduate students

– Workshops organized by research officers for 

CIHR grant recipients

• Article in library newsletter for faculty

• Yfile: York online community news bulletin

• Grant workshops, grads symposia

• ScholComm. Committee website

• Presentation to Senate Committee on 

Library & Information Technology



CIHR workshops

• Helping researchers comply with public 

access policy

• Listing compliant OA journals or Delayed 

Open Access journals, Hybrid OA journals

• Explaining SHERPA/ROMEO and publisher 

policies on self-archiving 

• Introducing SPARC Canadian Author 

Addendum

• Promoting library membership funding 

covering author fees for OA publishing 



http://scholcom.apps01.yorku.ca/drupal/?q=node/48


Search for Journals/Publishers compliant with CIHR Policy



SPARC Canadian Author Addendum



York University Libraries Initiative for 

covering Article Processing Charges

• Author fees subsidy for publishing in 
certain journals covered by York 
University Libraries

• At present three publishers supported:
– BioMed Central

– Public Library of Science

– Hindawi Publishing Corporation
(pilot for 1 year)

http://www.biomedcentral.com/
http://www.plos.org/journals/index.php
http://www.hindawi.com/


Study of York author perceptions on 

OA publishing

• Nariani and Fernandez presented at the 
DBIO Contributed Papers Session

• In essence we have found authors publish 
in OA journals for increased impact and 
choose journals that are read by their 
peers

• Our respondents indicate that publishing in 
OA journals is not considered a barrier in 
the T&P process

http://www.amazon.com/Transition-Complexes-eta1-Carbon-Organometallic-Chemistry/dp/3642047211http:/units.sla.org/division/dbio/events/conf_current/contr_papers.html


Making connections on campus

• Local CIHR Delegate

• Research Officers

• CIHR researchers

Recent study on university supports for OA calls 
for greater synergy between libraries and 
research administration offices. 

Greyson, D., Vezina , K., Morrison, H., Taylor, D., and Black, C. 
“University Supports for Open Access: A Canadian National 
Survey.” Canadian Journal of Higher Education 39.3 (2010): 
1-32.



Lessons Learned

• Work with research officers who know 
their constituencies well

• Get endorsement from local CIHR 
delegate

• Be ready for questions. Many 
researchers are hearing of OA and 
self-archiving for the first time



Prescription for Science Librarians 

• Advocate for Public Access to research –

we need to seize the moment!

• Support new scholarly publishing models 

e.g. SCOAP3

• Include author self-archiving rights as part 

of electronic resources licensing 

agreements (see ASEE/ELD Punch List)

• Be creative in using opportunities to 

educate faculty on Open Access

http://scoap3.org/
http://scoap3.org/
http://depts.washington.edu/englib/eld/punchlist/PunchlistRevision2005.pdf


Supporting researchers through the 

scholarly research cycle

• Promoting York Research using Public Blogroll 

• Assisting manuscripts deposits in Faculty of Health 
community on YorkSpace
– Co-author for Nature Rev. Cardiol. on a systematic 

review article

• Member of Faculty Council 
– Organized PubMed Central Canada launch event

• Attendance at departmental events
– Increases opportunity for consultation

• Liaison with campus research analysts 
– Bibliometric analysis & research evaluation 



Open Blogroll: Monitor articles from Grant funded research

RSS Feeds (CIHR) from 

Web of Science



Building Connections: PubMed Central Canada Launch

CIHR Policy on public 

access to research

Listing compliant 

OA journals

Informing Faculty members  about 

OA support for authors at YU



Transforming Liaison Roles 

• Forthcoming report by Karen Williams in 
ARL series New Roles for New Times

– A broadened definition of liaison librarian roles 
makes these positions key in advancing the 
library’s mission within the larger institution. 
Liaisons are challenged to become more 
outwardly focused, striving to understand the 
needs and changing practices of scholars and 
students in order to shape future directions



Thank You!


