


A NOTE  ON THE  PERFORMANCE  
 

“It’s after the end of the world. Don’t you know that yet?” —Sun Ra 
 

These are trying times. Floods, planetary civil war, whole populations turned 
into refugees, ecological collapse, resurgent fascism, mass distraction… 
Sometimes it feels easier to imagine the end of the world than to envision 
meaningful change. And yet a spirit of activism is alive and animating new 
movements. Can we find hope in these dark times? Are there any shards of 
light that might illuminate our way? 
 

Our age, as the artist William Kentridge reminds us, is one of flickering 
shadows. Half our days and nights are spent inside a version of Plato’s Cave 
run by tech conglomerates. We scroll through cute cat photos alongside the 
latest parade of outrages and disasters. What if, as Kentridge suggests, the 
answer is not to step outside the cave into the blinding sun of truth, but to 
go deeper into the world of shadows and to see what they have to offer? Can 
shadows illuminate a pathway through a dark new reality? 
 

Rimbaud wrote the prose poems collected in Illuminations in the early 1870s, 
after war between France and Prussia had ravaged cities and countryside. 
He had wandered through Paris during the workers’ movement of the 
Commune, before it was put down by the French army, who slaughtered 
20,000 civilians during the semaine sanglante, the “bloody week.” Those 
were dark times, too. Yet Rimbaud, like many of his century, still had a 
visionary faith in science and progress. Can we find a faith for the faithless, 
a hope that might help us confront our many ongoing catastrophes?  
 

In this show, we treat the Illuminations as an image-score for theatrical 
sounds and visions. Rimbaud’s poems are a procession of miniatures, 
distorted mirrors of his reality: of colonial power, war, refugees, urban 
inequality, and longing for a different world. We translate these miniatures 
for you in miniature forms, including shadow puppetry, tabletop object-
theatre and “toy theatre” (théâtre de papier). With these humble means, we 
hope to offer an alternative to the glossy high-tech visions that saturate our 
waking and dreaming lives. 
 

If there is any real illumination here tonight, it’s a result of a group of young 
theatre-makers working as a collective: The Gaslight Menagerie Theatre 
Company. They’ve come together after the great flood, after the catastrophe, 
to enlighten and entertain you. They’ve picked up some fragments of the 
vanished world—poems, songs, sounds, stories—to offer a bit of shared 
pleasure, laughter, and a warning. We hope that you enjoy the show! 
 

—Gabriel Levine 
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