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wamed ot the dan«ere ot t.pertal central taat loa a 

Out, la contirenee est d.venu. un veritable Coneell 
d ' Mptre, une JWtt-e •ec:&"3te, ne lataaant coDDaltre 
au publlo que ea qu ' il plait de d••otler de ••• di­
bata at de ••• daelalone. C1eat un Etat dana 1 1£ tat -
ou plut&t un Et at au-deeaua de• t tata - un .-.. 
cabinet tMrirtal ••• eaoa reeponaabtlit6 3JD plua l 
aucun ctoe pays autoaoaea de 1 ' osap 1&-e ••• 

The next d.4,Y 1 Douraaea ret toro.te<l tbo danger to Can• 

o414n atttOftO'R\Y •rleing t , \be imperial eontorenc... atatinc 

that auch noatiftge tended toward s reater concen­

tration ot power 1o tbe a ot tbe 1c:rr,er1al ve"'nnt and 

tho weakeotns ot t.ho autoQOa7 of &anabar stat ... 84 

Durln& the too-day period botore the diaaolutton ot 

Parlt t on 20 July 1911 1 Wben Laurier wu tr;ying to decide 

whether d wben to taoe tbo electorate on the reetproc1t7 

vtewod the htatory of tbe DaYAl iaeue ia J.e Dtvo,tr. He pointed 

to the experience ot Auatralt. and Now Zeelu4 to t1eMOutrate 

that the would inevitably control doalnton tleeta in 

tlmoa of war. 05 On 28 July Douruea ntt.acke4 tbe rriiM htnlater 

lor hta conduct at t bo roeent lmporlal tle clat..ed 

that while Laurier had oppoeed imperial integration, 

he bad iMperilled Can dian auton0117 1o tho aecret ee aton.e ot 

83t. Devoir, G July 1911. 
84Jh!4., 7 July 1911. 
6'tbid., 20 July 1011. 



the defence comaitt .. a 

Il taU. habll-...ot C'ipandre dana journaux cte Lon4roa 
qu. lo Canada cnteoct neter ltre de ditclder 1 
~uelloa guerr.a il prendra port a pula, dana le 
aecret du comit& do la ditenee, 11 ae f ait ou ee 
laiaee iapoBer ce tBUuaee •on•• qui , ~~~&l!ri la 
duperle dee textea• en r&allti •oumettent de plue 
en plue la ••rlne ccnadleone• awe c.t• eta lou 4e 
1 ' Aalraut6 anclatae • 11 cooclut e(laleeent &Yeo 
lord nalclane Ulle entente aec,.;te ueurantel ' unlti 
dee force• 1 rlalea en t empe de erre. 

Aftor tbe collin& ot tbt elect ion, Le OeYoir revtowed tbe 

lliator.y of the naV'tll laoue, ti&N and a ain, tlrufa lng hOlM 

the s-. e e 1 t bad beon CMldna al.Dce tho NaYal Act had beeD 

wweiled in January 1010. In t his oli.Mctto atruns le •tth 

l..aurler, Douruea took no chance• on the longevity ot b b 

reader• • ....017. De reproduce(! quota tiona t ro t bo Liberal 

to an,. naval undortatda for Cuna4a, until tbe sovemSMOt 

broucbt fortb ita rol to,. Sn 1909. 87 £xpress iDg confidence in 

the outcome ot the cruaa4e ot Le Devoir, O.:.r lleroux attributed 

the moderation of Opposition Lood•r Borden ' • recont atatement• 

on tbe no..y to t be rietnc on~i-1 pertaliat aentlmont , not onl7 

in (cueboc but 1n t ho EDcU.ab-spoald province• aa woll . 88 

'the Liberal proes anaworod tlte Nnt ional uta and their 

Queboe Conaervative allloa •tth a poraonBl attock on BouraaAa 

t hot grow iocroaain~ly bitter a. elo~t1on d~ approacl>ed. The 

86lbtd, , 28 Julr 1011. -87Jbld. , 16 Aucu-t 1Gll . 
88Ibtd. • 10 .Auguet lOU. 
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Prtm. llniater' • e.-paiso iD ~ueboe aot the tone tor Liberal 

repliee to the O.PFOeltion. D..u.hios aaide nk u ioeouequeo­

tW, Laurier a ills led out Bouraaaa tor hla tire a 

De H. ~. je n ' al en •erlte rlen l dlrea e •eat 
la doublure de M. Bou.raa••• J.t. Bouraasa n ' aura pu 
beaoin d ' aller a la chaabre, 11 6crlra ce qu 1 i l 
voudra dana aon journal et N. Monk aera aa t~tte 
au parl•en\, 
N. Do\U"'Msa .-•attaquo aur la queaU.on de la •rln•• 
je pereieto 1 dlro que le Canada eet aujourd' hui une 
nation et qu1elle en a lea devolNe Au noabre de cea 
devolre eat celut qui conaiete 1 pourvoir ell...;.. 
l .. propre aAre-.. sur terre et eur ..... 
• • • w. Doui"Uea PN•• pour le c~ioo dee Caoadiene­
Fraoqala. Il cllta j 1al af.m6 Laurier, .. u je l ' al 
quitte parco qu 1 11 a aacrltli Qu6bec . Je aula de rAce 
tranQaiao et la race fr&nQaiee reate pour 1 la plaa • ohere , mala je no aula paa le atinlatre d ' une race, je 80 aula le cdnlatre de toutea loa races sana tUatinction. 

T e ~lberal preu alao choae to re rd n ouruea rather 

than look u t.he cbiel adYers&l"y 1n Quebec . La l'roa .. repeat-

ed17 linked nouraaea to tho iQPOrialiat Conaervattv .. ot ng• 

\lab Cona~a1 warning Frenoh Canaatona that , lt the Conaervatlvea 

came to power, lt would be tl~ "volee ot Toronto" , tbe volee 

ot tanatlciea and reU.a1oua intolerance wblch would I"Ule CAnAda. 90 

On one oeoutoA k Preaae accuead Oouruea of beina in leque 

wi th tbe laperlaliat N.,.. ot TOI"'Dto. 'l'be editorial went on -
to atatea 

Lo chel nat1onaliate ae rend• ll bien compte 4u r31e 
•lairable qu ' ll joue? ll ne peut paa a •apercevolr 
qu ' ll eot eo ce moment la princlpole eapireace de 9 c .. .;... iepiriali•toe qu 1 11 pretend combottre ••• 1 

89t.a Preaae, 23 Aucuat 1911. 
90 
~., 23 Auguet 1311. 

91~·• 13 Soptember 1911. 



148 

M. Douraa•a ot au <li aciplea a•ouent .alotenut que 
le aei'Yiee dana la ~Mrine n ' eet PM oblt catolre, aaie 
tla pr6tendent qu ' il le dovleodra nec6•eat~t. OuJ• 
peut - atre , •1 lea oattonalia tea riueeta.ent I loire 
arrtver M. norden au poUYo1~.02 

l.a Preaae aaaailod Douz.aaaa tor aug oett.os t bat eoa­

acrtp tton would bo tbe outcome of tbe govern~oot •a na•al polley. 03 

The paper char od l•t.D, u well , ·.-ith arrogance Md egotiatn ln 

tbtnklna that bo alono f'tlow r.taht from wron• or tbat he alone 

could doctdo who wae A patriot and who a "ven4u" . 06 

Le Canada, IA~tor'• principal oraan tn ontrea1 1 aade 

uao of a technique prectiaed by the Ltt..rala in paet election 

caapatsoa 1ft u.bec, Quotl.o£; fi"'OI a variety ot c liah lansuage 

ConaorTatlvo papere auoh u the Nail and Eaelre and !!!!! ot 

Toi"'nto, tho Stmu1ard of St , John, the Ottawa Journal , tho 

innipo Teles raa Md the gnms• Sent.inol , Le Canada set out 

to ahow that tho oppoel tton b £nclleb Canada waa ul tra-i~~per-

taltat while that ln Quebec .,.. ultra-natiooa11at. Th• e:xcor pu 

were doa i 1ood to prove that t be election ot a Con~ervatlve sow-
amlllent eould mean closer defence t.ioe with tho eoap ire ao4 a 

policy of direct contributions to t be t.perlal DAY71 a vote for 

the Quebec Ncttionaluta , therefore, waa a Yot. tor orden and 

the l apor1allata. 98 Lo Canada aleo att pted to do.onetrate 

tbat tatonk ' e current autono t caepair,n .-u in direct contracJ. 

92I bid., 13 Septe or 1911 . 
93tbld., 11 Sopto ber l Ul l . 

&flbld., 12 ' opto ber 1011. 
95~anuda, 2 SoptoQber 1911 ond 5 eptombor 1011 . 



lction to tbo pro-tmperlcliat poaltlon he had taken in the 

period from 1807 to 1000. 06 Tbla char ~• waa ueed to balance 

the accus ation• in tho Natlonaliat and Conaervatl•e preae that 

policy. Floally, on tho da,y tore the election, Lo Canaf! rao 

a bannor headline pr4dlctina a Liberal Yictory • ich would wipe 

out the a t ionaluta. 07 It •u clear tbat in <:uebec tho Libor-

ale aaw t heir main toea aG the Nationallata and not Borden '• 

tedorol CouorvativH. 

At the • o u ... u tboy struck bacfc at the Nattoaal­

late, the Queboc Liberal prose attempted to aalntoln Laurier•• 

acc~toMd e aa the pride of tho French..Caoodiall people. 

On 19 o)opt bor La t ea11e ran a l n.cthy peNonal tribute to 

the Fr1 e Miniet•r• pra1ein& bifft tor tho bl{tb eetooe i n wblch 

ho waa held b~ all CanGdiao•• Tbe artlclo •ont on to polot 

out that Frencb Canacll&Ula had spoe tal reuou for be ills faltbe 

ful to JAAurier. Throuch tbo aervico be bad rendered hia coUDtr,r, 

bad he not dono· IliON than AD¥ other to oMlbaace tho reputation 

of hie raeet Coosidortnc the tact that French Canadian• were 

1D the mtnorit7 to Confederation, bow could thoy dethrone oae 

of tbeir o~ who had attatnod th• bigh• • t poot ln the landt 

Tho article concluded b1 atatina that lt hi• compatriot. aband­

oned bU. in tbe eveoios of bia lito , it would be tho proviDe• 

96Ibld., G Septeaber lGll . 
97-

lbl4., 20 Septe.ber 1~11. -
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ot uebec an4 not Laurier tbat would be dlainisbed.08 lA Sol eil 

jo4oe4 in the adulation ot Laurier runntn , aa the in head­

line of the p per on 15 September, bie tamoua alocau "Je ne 

aula ni i•pirialiat.o ni eti- tmperialiate , 3• aula a!Jipl...at 

cBnadien" . 99 All the ceJCvatsn entered ite final O~a, Le Sole!l 

plft.Yed up the poaltb·• &'ldYant ea of recil)roclty 1n an a·U.e.pt 

· to draw attention aw~ troll tlle troubleaolfte naYal laeue. The 

paper called oo reader• to voto for "LaGrior aod ReotprocitJ"• lOO 

It l s evident froQ the prose c.-paten ot t • Liberal• 

in •rencb Canada that Laurier' • aupporter. telt coaatantly oa 

tbe defeoatve on the MYal lasue. Tbua, the7 eephatliMd t.be 

far areater 4ansers ot eleetinc an iraperlallat Con.eervatl-nt 

sovO:rl'liMnte u 1D put electiona , Laurier ' • defence pollc~ wu 

upheld not on ite intrtnaic rit a. .ucb ae on ita beln- the 

leeser of two .vile. rench Canadiarul ware reminded ot their 

minority poaltJ.on an4 cautioned qatn.at turntac one of their 

own aona out of oftlce. StpU'lcRtltly, the LibeNls were torcod 

to rely on Queboc 1e tnaeeu~ity and wenkD••• in Confed&ratton 

to juat1fy their naval poltcy. It 1e clear th t they bolieYed 

a till 

oppo8ed to Canadian pnr~icipation 1n l=Porial defence except, 

or course, tor the doteneo of Canndtnn eotl. 

98La Preeae, 10 
00Lo Soleil, 10 Sept~aber l Oll . 

l O\>lbld., .2C) Soptarnber 1011 . 
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Quebec aro e froa tho fact that the oppoaltlon to tho Liberale 

wu not ooaprOJllieod tr01:1 too cloao ao a aociation witb the 

ts:>orlallet Coru.orvat.1Yes tn Enl;ltah Conada. ln U~OO, the 

f'ronch.Conadion ConeervatlvM hod atW,cko<J Lo.urior for aond-

tna Csnadian contincont» to fight in outh Africa. Thia 

char o bad boon auccoo fully eo,mtoro4 by potntlns to the 

woakno.. ot ronoh.Canadian Coaservativoa wltbiD thotr own 

party wboao aajorlt7 waa moro outapokeoly taworable to the 

Boer War eGntributlooe tban •ere the LJ.\Mrale. 

In 1911 , however, the oppoaltton to tbe Liberals aa•e 

••er.r ~pearanco of conatttutinc a new political bloc tn ted­

oral politlca. Jloak1 the l.ador ot tho oobec federal Coneer­

Yatlvea, bad spotteD out agaJ.ut the Ensliab-canadian wins of 

hla part)' oo the llft1fal uoatlooe Bounu~Ga, who bel4 to ,ether 

tho ooolition botweea Nattonallata and onk' a Con .. r.atlvee, 

bact launched hla jqurnal, Le DeY'otr, with an attack on tho two­

pnrty ayate to ite tlrat issue. nta encto...aotnent ot oAk had 

Non precisely bocauee of tho Quebec Coneorvative leador' • 

croatQr concern for pr1oc1plo than tor p rty aolidarity. 101 

An ox- Liboral on4 one-ttao •upportor ot Laurier , Dour ... a coul d 

pre•oot bialelt to Liberals u well u Consel'Yiltivea oft the 

buie ot a coamon Nat1ona11et platform. Douruea bad lema 

uraod rencb Cenadtana to vote for candldatea oot tiod to eltb•r 

politioal party, candidates who would follow the i ndependent . 

Io1Le O.votr, 10 January 1910 . 



line of ttonk if el.ated. Thus, tbe editor of Le Devoi£ pro­

claimed that he waa not cooceroe4 obout whether the candidate 

waa called a Coneervat1••• a Liberal or a Nat1oaal18t1 proYlded 

that he oppoao the anti-national ~ollclee ot tbe Laurier goYern­

aaent . Doaruaa wamecl hia readera that, tmlon tbe7 ellbarked 

on a new poltttcal couree, theJ ~uld always be faced wttb tbe 

t.tberal orgumont t hat "Dordon would bo worae than Laurt ..... • loa 

Oo 8 Septe«ltber 1911 1n an election ruly at the )ionliiHOt Nation­

al in J.font ... a1 1 Bouruea .. tct tbe -to NUOO tbe Mettnc bad 

beon called bod been to uplaln wb7 oa ... tllle Liberals who bact 

trOrk•d to put Lauri-er into l\()wer, now wuted to tum hi.ID out 

of otflce. Re then aet out to prove tha' Laurier bad abanc1onect 

bu pr1nc1pl" wblle ex-L1borala, now opvoalfts bill, ba4 not. 103 

Cloarly, 8our-.sa1 a at• waa to oatablieh an tndepea­

dent bloc of Quebec M. P. ' • at Ottafla wbo would be treocl fro• 

the need to eoepro leo their po.tttona 1n tbe tntoreot of 

party aolldarJ.ty witb a laroger croup of .ttnclteh..Cano.dtan .... 

beN. A ll'ronch-Canac11an 1)4lrty at Ottawa could only be auec•-

tul , of course, 11 notther Ltberalll nor Conaervattvea bad a 

clear •Jortty and if Entliab Canadians dJ.d not untte agaio•t 

lt. BourMaa hoped a l·'renc~Mecmac1lan ro.rty would be able to 

rea1•t periallst iDcuratono lnto Canadian auton~. no •aw 

it as the only aeana ot protectinc tho "pact" of 1867 od the 

ioa1btd,, 11 Auaoat 1910• 
103lblc1. , 9 Sopt .. ber 1011. -
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"poet" with the a.ot.hor couotry. 

La~rior •a cnemioa in Queboc locluded traditional 

bleua, Nationalt.ate, and dleilluaionect Liberal•• Try aa hla 

allioa mlpt to inaiat that a v-ote for the Conee"atlve-Natlon­

aliat candidates wae tan~ount to a vote for DordeD, the ol d 

'tactiet dtd not wortc u it bod in the paat. There nre ~ 

reuona wby this wu ao. The Liborala bad been 1o office tor 

fifteen years and thotr opponenta wore botter orsanlaed and 

bettor financed than they hnd been 1ft the poet three s oneral 

elections. Thero waa, howovor , tbo cruetoJ fact that a potent 

political alliance, not hopeloaaly dlecr dited by ita Cnsllab­

&poaktng contedoratee aod armed witb a telli ng tesuo and abl e 

l cac!orship, oxieted in 1011. 

On 21 September 1911 the t.&ur1er KOYemaont went down 

to defoot. In tact , tbere wero two &tfeata. In Ontario , the 

Cooaorvativ.a won 72 seate to 14 for the Liberal•• lD Queboo , 

J.aurtor•a buo, whore the nGvy and not reciprocity bad been the 

deaialYo teaue1 tbe Libor4l C~Ajortty bod been reduced froiD 43 

to 11. Tbe Cowaerwatlv~Nationallata in Quebec had won 27 

eeate1 but , 1n their hour of trlumpb t bey tacod the chil ltna 

fact t~at they hAd turned ~ut of offiee a government ba.ed on 

a solid Q\lebec and had l"Of)lf.lCed tt witb one b4no4 on a solid 

Ontario . at important , tho Natlonaliots bad not tHt their 

o~joctiYo of holding t he balance of power 1n Par11~nt. The 

Con rvativea had a clear jority ill the llowae without the 
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eupport. of tbe Nat1ono11ata. norden needed only a tow vot N 

fro• 4. uebee to oe uro blm n working aajority aad for tbeae he 

could count on tbe nuliab IJeml>ere 4ncl the trad1t1ooal bl-.. 104 

Not aurprleingly, the Liberal preee ot French Canada 

waa stunned by the tall ot tboir chieftain. Le CaDAd! c..-.at• 

ed a 

Noua ovona perdu beaucotlp de terrain daaa la proYince 
4ct Q~bec ., arlee & l ' a.lllance Dorden• Monk--Bouruaa1 
eric• & la oa.pagne de p~ju 'a qul a, .. mene! gar.l 
lea Canad1ena- tranr;ais, au auJet de la urine. 0 

Le Solell, wi thout ofterlnc aQ1 explaDatioo tor the 

defeat , be.oADed tho lns ratltude of tbe people. Co.tng cloee 

to c hnrgin& thoae 1" Hneh Can.Ad1ane wbo bad abandoaed Laurier 

with trcaaon, tbe editorial euggeated thot t he1 would re~t 

the ~rror tor ~be ras t of their 11vea. Lo Soleil warned that 

French COODda waa no• entering one of tbe at alar~~lns periocta 

in lta hieto~.lOG 1tb nothins but contempt tor nourusa, 

La Pr081le re.tuaod to concodtl tbat be bad won a vlcto17• The 

•~ontro4l dolly potnted to reciprocity aa the go'Yemraent ' • .. lD 

etumblins• block. Aa for tbe Natiollaltate , La Preaae drow attea­

t ion to the fact that Bourassa had 1oat .any of tho couatie• la 

which bla efforts had been groatoet , inclod1ns1 1ronicallJ1 

D~n4-Artbabaska. La Proese , ditforl 

cludod thnt oYen in Quoboc reclprocitt hnd been more laportaot 

~~he ConeervatlYea had a total of 134 s oate and tbe Liberal• 
Therefore , Bor den needed only 0 Yotee fro• Quebec to aaaure 
bie ID&jori ty • ll .G • 'thorbum 1 Party Pol! t lea ln CanacJe1 
(Toronto, 1967) 1 P• 22G. 

1051..c Canada, al Soptellber 1911. 
106te Soloil1 22 optomber 1911. 

87. 



laG 

than the na.¥7 1n defeatlDS Lourler. 107 It la dlttlcult to tell , 

ot courae; whether thle ae•oaamont of tbe el.ction by La Pre!f! 

wae NOtlYated out ol a ct .. tre to belittle the Natlooallata in 

their ao.ent ot triumph or out ot a aerloua analy•la of tbe 

tact•• 

Le U..Otr, after srootlnl tbe ne • with ~at Ylo­

leat onthuat ... , 108 quickly settled down to tbe political 

battle• it expocted to face 1a the tutun. In a front pa • 

ecU.torial on 2G Sept.-her, O..r Uei"'ux credited tho increue 

in Conaervatlve etre th lD Quebec to the dltfuatoa of lde .. 

wbieb bad croated a new polltleal at.oaphere lD the provlnoe. 

Be obaerved that tbe aucceas with wbich old Liberate hacl been 

the fJOYel"CllMnt bod d...on.trate4 that •07 future COYernDellt 

eot'rtQ)tloa would be .. t by the • • aort of abMdODJNnt of the 

party roapooelble. Aa though be wae not eattrol7 sure ot tbe 

11 any ot th.- departo4 fro tbe line set out by the Natioaa-

11ate and ),1onk oo the navol teaue, thoJ would uet with certalD 

clefeat. 109 

After bein aatlsfied U,a t Orden had «J' d to bold 

o plebiacite on tbe o&lval 1a•oe, Hook entered ttu. cabinet ot 

the now so••I"Nftent as ttlniater of Public Woru. 110 Ute accep. 

taGce of office meant that th.e Llbo~41 preae in French Canada 

IO?La Preaae , 22 eptomber 1011. 
1~ DeYoir, 22 6epteaber 1011. 
109tbtd., 25 Sopt~ber 1911. 
110 t.uon ade, Op 1 Ctt1 , Jh 614. 



would Make u .. e ot overy opportunity to point to tnconeiaunclH 

bet .. en hu antl-1 l)ertaU.at electloneortns ancl the pol1c1 .. 

of the new pYemaent. Oft 7 Noveaber 1911, La Pr ... e rao u 

editorial polnttna to dlftoreftcee ot opinion ..one Con.orvativea 

re~ardtoc nnval policy .. ~ra ot the party variou.ly tavoureda 

a aitt. of dreadnoupta to the Dritlah naY)', a -.onetary contrl• 

but.ion to the D~ltl•b naY,Y, the conatructtoo or a Caaa41an a.r.r 

(the Laurier po.ltioa), or notbinc at all. The editorial thea 

quoted a eto..,- 1a the Ot.tatra Joumal which auaeated t hat Borden 

would ooly .aka QP hla OWD aind about a naval policy alter be 

had oouulted tbe t.perlal autb.orltt .. to tf.Dd out nlob polieF 

tbe)- would prefer Canada to tollew. La Pre .. ! uked •U.ei...,_ 

J¥ tt lt wa tor t hla tbat Bouruaa bad worked ao ardentl,- ter 

Dordeo and lf tble - all the suarentee that nk bad obtaiaecl 

on ent.ertn the cab1net. 111 

Dou.ruaa woulc.t not, bonver, allow hllloolt to be Mde 

the butt ot ant~inleter.t..al IIDlPinc• Ria old paehallt tor 

....aift1ng in oppoeitloa eooa reaaeerted itself. lD Fobruar, 19111 

ho waa callin£ for tbe repeal of the Naval Act tth all the tn­

v.ct.ive he had ever eUIDOiled when Laurier wu 1n office. By 

then, tbe Borden govemaent ' • eoottnuing boeitaDOy about .mat 

naval pollo,y to follow made it an easy taraet both fol" the Nata 

loaallat and for the Liberal pre•• in Q~. oa 1 FebJ"UU7 lt~la, 

DoUI'Uea, writiftg in t.e Dwo1£1 pointed to tbe unfalrn••• of a 

colony U.ko OanacJa contrlhut:lns to the defence of an eaplre 

-



un 
wboeo torotsn policy • entirely fon.slatod b.1 tbo motber 

co-.mteya 

Seuls , dans le ndo entier, lee Canadieoe, loa 
Nio-~lAildale , lu Auatraliena, los Suc:I- A.fricalne, 
o •OQt rlen 1 7 voir. Bujete de 8 G Majeeti britaAnl• 
que, llc eubiront los ettots de cotto politlque, 
eana ..;.. pouYolr T roeponclre, ftlYOrablemcnt ou de­
fDYOrttblo:uent , co..e peuvent le I Qire l loiatr lea 
Alletl'N!Ulda , lee rtuaaee, lee ~·ruc;aieoe, lea Am6rica1Da, 
1 .. Cbinola , loe not ee , los 6utaaea, lea Uol landala. 
Cttoyena <lea noAtlona ... ooure do 1 • ire", ile pat er­
oat peut- ots-. t •tmpot 4u sans ou de 1 ' ar ont a tin a. 
eoutenlr cette po11t14tt• l mat e ila n •auroat paa, 
eo~ loe contribuablea d' Ao l eterre1 d ' ooaae, 
d 1 lrlando, le dr()lt d ' exprimer par lour Yote - l ' ex­
~,rossioo ultlnlo dea Yolont6e d ' uo 11•yy~• libre • leur 
eat1Dtact1on ou lour -'content nte 

In a hlet publlebed 1n both Ensl1eh an.4 f reoeh 

and ODtltl ed !bl tbe NayZ Act Should be Repealed, Bouraua 

outlined 1\le opposition to tho navy 1o all ita upeete. Re 

traced imperlallet preaaurea tor dominion participation 1o Urt­

tain ' • ware b c k to U o South African war in 1890. Be 4e•cr1bed 

that war oe "a conflict provoke4 by Cbamberlato with t he at ... t 

a•owod objectlvo of brtngtng to a wblte boat the exalted jinso­

.t•m ot t he colon l oa and t heir mlstatcen lo;rol t)"' . JJe contend~ 

tbot tbie now wavo of icport.Gliaaa was a doparturo from tho trad-

u .. tonal J)racttco ol tl 0 ct'llpire .. it hAd exietod trom at lout 

the tis:lo of Contcdor tioo. The earlier view, s iYen espro•aioa 

u rocootly • 1800 by t ho Coloaiol tence C lttee, had bea 

thAt dominion protection of it.a own terrltortea wu oll thot 

could be expected of a colony in the ny ot erial det.acee 
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Carrying forward the development ot tho new t.pertal­

U. l1ouru tlealt with t bo un•al quost1oo . Do clalaed t hat 

a t the I portal Defence Contere-aee in 1000, the Canadian •ink­

ten btad bHn torcod to acknowledge t hat in cue of war local 

naY1N would coaae under tbe control of the Actalnl~. hat 

then waa the value, ho Mked• of Laurier ' • contontton tbat 

Canada would deetde tor heraelt whether to participate 1D '-­

perial wara7 07 the tt.e ParlioaoDt bad been called, lA t~ 

of war, the na~ would alrea- ha•• eailed ott under or4ere ot 

the A iralty. Tho crucial -r.oint tn ouraaea' • ~t, how­

ever, wu tha t Canada, bavloa no eay lo t he tonaulatioa of 

Bri tlab pollcJ , e houl d take no reepooatbtllty for tt: 

••• lt ehowa ••• tow far Canada t. fro• betoa a nation, 
aod* eono~luentl~t how illogical and unjust lt ie to 
try and lllftke her aaaW'De t he reeponiJibilittea ot. a 
nation .. Sir 1Ultrld Lt:mrler wanted her to do t b,. 
ere tina b i a n•Y.Y• 

Douruaa alao called into quutioa t he coatentioD tbat Go~ 

posed. a roal naval t hreat to Great Drttaln. Quottna S ir \f i llU. 

bite , l ate dirHtor ot nava l ooo•t.s-uctloa ill Oroat. nr itain, to 

the elteet that the two- cnror atanclard resatnod waimpeirod• 

DourUf:ll\ cballmged the a t rato ic bula of the noed for u 4tM7 

on t he naval iuue. 

Now t hat Lnurter bad been defeated, Uouruaa •ln­

talned, hie aval Gorvlce Act •h4uld bo re9oalod1 ~above all, 

bocauoe i t atrUcea &t tho bulc prtncipl~a of popul Ar rl bt• 

and colonial autonOMY, and t her eby a t tho vory t ouod4t1on of 



1!;9 

the 1re•.113 U usual , DGoruaa did not baa• hta cue OD 

ct to cut tbe tie witb the mother count17. On tbe co.., 

trar,y1 be was baainc hie position on a plea that tbe tradltiOD­

al frAmOli'Ork of the Olft.pl ... bo respected aDd reatored. Arq 4e­

pat'turo fi"'OD the trt:ulitiooal uaqo of tho omplre would nec­

aitate a choice between imperial federAtion and coeplete inde­

pendence. Douraaaa bad not weated Cant\dians to be forced to 

aake that cboico. Jn 1912, be attll proterrod CanadA' • role 

aa an autonomous coloQ~ wltbia the empire wttb no power or 

roeponeibtlit1 in external affaire. Ho •aa not oontldent tbat 

bl• liah-Canadlan tel low eountry1MD were u ,-et re dy tor 

full nationhood which eould roquire b .. to 

CanadiaD 

it wu reoch Canacsa•e •lnority etatu tbat lecJ a llatlona.u.ac 

like 8out'aaaa to cllq to a colonlal arransement prt.ar1J.7 to 

aatoguard bla own people asatnet the aaajority ot their coe­

P4tl"lota. On that baste bo bad worko4 to defeat ~·rencb c..,_ 

ada.'• moat illuatrloua eon• Sir tttlfrtd Laurier. It waa aun1J' 

ln. kooptnc with hie rctNODlllity aod hta purpotuta that Dour­

ebould coottoue hla crueade durto.a norcloa ' • teftl of office. 

In February 1912 P. A. Cboquotte1 a LJ.borel 8eo&t01't 

propoao4 a re olutton that would repoal the NaYal SerYice Aet. 

Choquette, who hacJ YOted acainat the bill wben it ... paaeed 

tn years before , orauod tbat tho Conso"attvea bad opl'Oae4 

iiSneari Dour ... a , Wbl the Navy Act Should De Repealed, (Moatreal , 
1012), PP• o, 2?-v2. 
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the bill whell they bad been 1n oppoattioo.., Be ntd the e l Mtor­

ate htld ctieavowed the Laurier DaYal poltoy when it bad defeated 

t"- Liberal governuat. Tbereto ... , the Senator concluded, th• 

NPal Act aboul4 be repealed. '1'be Seaate, however, defeated 

Choquette' • aotloa by a .ote ot 81 to 2 . 11• 

Ia an editorial OA tbe iaaue, Lt Preuet t boup Det 

APlli"OYina tho Cboquetto MOtion, took up bte a......-t. aod poiat­

e4 out t bat the Cooae"au.v .. lia4 ohanp4 thelr tuae ahut the 

Naval Act a iDee ooaiDc to poftr. The edt to rial a1eo aaade uee 

of the opportunity to rooall the Natiooaliat boaat 1n 1911 tbat. 

lf they bAd t. .. Dt7 aeat. in Parliaaont they would aocm be rid 

of tho flaval Act. 11 Pre.ao ended on a •r• sol..., note, 

wamlnc tbat tho sove..,...,.t , t.oetead ot 4o1ns away wltli the 

navy, l.ght well UDdertak.o aeheaee more a eabl• to th• i.,. 

per1allata end the lralty.118 

Tbe Choquette reaoluttoD wu not, 1D it .. lf, a part­

icularly ilaportant ••nt. lt dl4 aueooect, hoftver, ln dr•••· 

tJ.abaa tbe teet that tbo ConsorvaU.Ye ve.maent Jua4 not yet 

decided on a oaval policy. Dor4M had be• pla.ce4 in tbe abaU.I'd 

poJtltioo ot b4vina to ctoteod the Laurier Naval Act until he 

could produce an alter: atlvo undertaking. The Prime Mlniater, 

therefore, announced that the covernmont intended to cooeult 

OD tho naval queetioo and ~hen pr•aont o new bill which would 

replace tho Laurier Act. The PritDo 

ll"t.a l'reue, 2!) t"ebruary 1012. 
11'tb1d., 29 • 'obruar)" 1Ul2. 

T I 
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before a upanaaoan~" oa•al policy for Cuada could be un.der­

tatc.o, the people would be conault od. De 4ld no~, boweYer, 

indicate whether by conaultat1oa he ba4 1D a 11l4 a pleblaclte 

or a aeneral elec~lon, or how aooo after the bill the opintoa 

of the electorate would be aougb~.110 

.U it turned out, tbe ftret bod;r to t.. couultod 

wu the Aclldralt.J. In tbe 8UI'atr ot 1911, Dor4eon paid u ex­

t.•ode4 Ylett. to Drltatn, n•" he ., .. warned by Wlnaton Cburohlll 

ot tho p,.....ain; dangor of Qei"'UD CNfNtion. ln a aeri .. of 

coafereDc .. a~ t he AdDiral.ty, Dorden esproaaed willlnpeaa to 

oo.ai t Canada to a Da?al p1'0~.117 Tbe 4atatla of tbat 

proar._. were to reaaift unkoowD to Canadtau tatil tbe tall 

of 1912. 

Alter Dol"deo 1a retura to C,..,.da OD 8 Septa.ber ltl a_ 

lt bee- clear that the pYel"'IIMDt. pl anned to wacteriake a .,.. 

depart.ur. in DaYal pollc,-. Tbe plan that bad beeft a,cNecl \1.1*1 

between Dordeo ud the AclMtnl\J'.,.. tbat Canada would IM\ke an 

... rcency contribution ot thlrty• ft .. • tlllon dollara to Dri• 

tatD tor naval purpoaee. bell nonk demanded that a pleb1M1t. 

be held oo the iaaue, be wu tun:aed down by tbe cab!Mt. OD 

18 October l Ola the Quebec Conaer.atlYo leader re lgned. 118 

te Courrler de St, Blacinthe c ntect that t lonk bact 

quit tor boDorable reaaooa. 110 L ' •oeaaent aleo paid tribute 

l iiLe Canad!, G March 1912, 
117 Maaon ade, op. Cit., P• 624, 
118 .!!!.!.!!• t P• 627. 
1191• Courrt~r do St. , nyaein the , 20 October l Ola. 
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to f>10Dk tor bia atncerity in NG~ainioc true to tbe poaltloa he 

bad taken Oft tbe •YT• lao Ill aa e4itor1al on tbe ,...lp.atloa, 

La Pre!!! beld &our .... rMponeible for the oalaatty tbat bad 

now befallen the Qltebee Cooaervativ.-Natlooaliat alltabcea 

M. Bo\JfUaA a bien l"aiaon de coUYrlr cSe floura •• 
tOIIbe Htook1a) ollt.ique, oar c ' eat lul qui l ' a tu6 , 
o •eet lui qui t •a coavailleu que toua lea IIOJ'Oft8 
eulebt bona potar ...avener Laurier, qui lui • a1a 
entre lea •tu l'aree l deux tranobanta dU pl6blacite , 
m lui laieant croiro que LAurier diapan, le• oon­
eervateura-oattonallat .. COUYerneraient le p~• et 
torcorait la jorlt6 d ' aooopter lours vuoa. lat 

lo a aubaequont od1tor1al, La P~•• cooceded that 

nk bad taken M honourable courae 1o ros isutns and called 

oa L.v. l,ollottor and w.o. Naotel to tollo• au1t.122 Wbeo 

Louie Coct.rre, ConaeJ"YatlYe Mmber froa Boohelaaa, aubaequeat­

ly accepted the poe:Uloo ot Secret.a17 ot State lnetea4 of tbe 

raore 1Dport..,t Mtoiatr,r of Public ortaa, wblcb t1onk had c tven 

DPt l..a Pr .... cba~ed hill tdtb ontertaa the cabinet 1n a 4~ 

honorable way and clalme4 that Quebec • • post tloo 1D the gonl"BI­

ment wae botna roduced, 113 

Oil G DMMber 1012, t he l'ritDe tUntater introduoe4 the 

Naval Aid 8111 e&lli.Ds for tbe tmmo41 to oxpenditve of tbirty­

ttve •lllton dollars tor tho cooatructlon tn Brltaln of three 

droodnouahta to b('Come p;~rt o~ the Uoyal lhlY7• Borden juatlfle4 

tbe meuuro b1 arcu1ns that the Ro1al Navy waa aeriouely threat­

ened by the build-up of GenMD naval power. lle further 11181ntalne4 

120L•Ev&neMent, 19 Octobor l U12. 
~ Presae , 10 October l Ola. 
122-x&t4., at October 191:!. 
123tblde, 29 OctolHtr 1912. 
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tb&at io the 11 ht of preaeot circUGMJtance• •ucb a cootrlbuttOft 

would cooatitute the beet defence tor Canoda' a coaeta. De 

pointed out tllat the oaercency oontrlbutlon was intended only 

U a te.pOraJ7 J>Ollcy • 124 

The ConeerYative proae in l'reDOh Ccmada aupported 

tbe Naval Aid 8111, L' £Yin ... ot aaid tbe measure would lD­

cNue tbe importance of CMUU~a tn trut ewpire ud would •• 

an tno.-.... 1D ata·tun for t he c0Wlt17. 135 Le Courrier 4e St, 

lqaolnth! arcu-4 tbat tbe continul DC Liberal •upport tor a 

Canadlan fleet waa proof that Laurier an4 not Borden waa tbe 

t~ blperl.al1st. la6 

Tbe Libarale lo the Boaae or Co-.oM and the Li beral 

PNM in Freoob Canada, den:rlac that Ge~7 poaed aftT •orloue 

tbroat to DrlMlA, cballenced tbe buia ot the Prt• Htniat er•a 

.ctlone Oil 8 Febi'UU7 1913• lA Canada ran a froot- p e ato..,. 

quoting a •tatement by Drltlab Colonial ecretar;r, Lewia llarcourt, 

to the effect that the imperial vern.ent 414 not oeed the c1f t 

ot a New Zealand dreadnought for uae 1n Eurot,ean watore. Arsu­

los t hat this waa proof of the fal8it7 of norden ' • etato.eota 

about tbe naval OMJ"'eno:r, Lo Canada obaerved tbat the lAurier 

naval poliCy bac1 put Caoada in ltfte with tbe other d011tntoaa 

and in perfect~ with the l~erial govern.ent. 127 1~ 

tbe Conaerv tivea propoetna aew Canadiao expenditure• tor DaYal 

liiQ.N. Tucker, "The Naval : olicy of Sir Robert Borden~ , (£!!!-
dian fi1ator.lcal eview, 194?) , P• 13. 

1251. •r.vine ant, o Deeel!lber 1912. 

la6Lo Courrier de St . Uzacinthe, 14 Dece bor 191a. 
127Le Canada, 8 Febr vary 1913. 
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clef4UaCO aDd Wl tb tbe Nation 116 ta ill ffoc:t ally Call ina for DO 

DaYal policy at all , tbe Liberal , ..... held to thot.r •1441e 

path, - in their eyea the solde .... - of the Lclurtor Naval 

Ser¥1ce Dill, 

Iter a looa and arduous debate iD tho Ro•• ot COIDOM, 

tbe Dorcleb Naval Aid 8111 paesod third readln,e an4 wu aont to 

the Senate on us Ma,y 19l3.1aa TheN, the Liberala, eo lons 

uoder attactc. in Quebec tor t.belr ilrperial1A1 Yotect t.o clefoat 

the ateUQN b7 a Yote of 51 to 2'1. 

Tbe Quebeo Conaoi'YatJ.ve preaa .....,.iaect loyal u Bordm 

th.roushout the debate OD tbe NaYal Aid 8111 . Le Courrter ts 
St , OJaelathe ... erted tbat tt uked to chooae bet...a a eoo­

trlbutiOD to the taperlal DaY7 .a the coaatructlon of a c-­

adlao fleet , the provi.llce of Quebee would aide with the coatri• 

button propoaed by Bordeo, la$ After the enate had defeated 

the Dord.en b111 1 t. •&Yen..ont accused tbo Liberal• of cteaertlq 

their patriotic reepoaa1biltty,110 

Wltb the defeat ot tb• Naval Aid 8111 in the aprlnc 

of 1913 tho debate 1D Freooh Canada about t~ertal defence 

before tbe outbreak of orld War l virtually c ... to a el ... , 

Iroalcall71 1D tbe 6Dd the Hattonalia._ and the Liberal• -.re 

1D agreo..ot about the Senate ' • rojectlon of Dord.n' • bill, 

NaturallTe tbey diaqreed on the reuon lor tbe tapaaae. Do...-...a, 

las 0 .1, Tucker, 2P• Cit,, P• 14 . 

latJ .. e Courrler de s t 1 Hzactntbe, 24 May 1913. 
130

J .. •E•lt!)4MMnt1 3 June 101~. 
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.sultan~ , expreaaed bla optaton in lA O.voirs 

Aina1, apr&a quatre au de pro3et.a de touto aone •• • 
11 ne ...ate rien, riea • n1 marine eaaadienDot o1 
dreadoouchta, nt contribution ll•Ansleterr. .. . 
Et pourquo1 t Grice 1 1' oproa1 ttoo conetante cle8 
nattooa!tete.. • 131 
Out ' CHCe a noue t • llOU8 .. ula ••• 

1:be estraY mace of llouruaa•a cl.at• to credit tor 

the defeat of both Liberal and Co~rratlve naval pollctea, 

1e revealed b,- the fact that there we" no Natlouliata in tbe 

Senate and tbat nell 11 all tbe NatloulJ.ata 1D the llouee ot 

CotKlOOa had been Liberal•, the Con•erYatlne would e tlll baft 

had a majorlt,-. Bouru•a lliiV' have thought that tho pre-1899 

•ltuatloa bad Her\ J'eetored. For tbe _..nt, Canada bad no 

active pollc,- on i mperial deteace beToftd t~e protection of 

ber own terrlto17 and the oblJ.satlon undertaken by MaedoDAld, 

L&torlor and Dorcleo to s o to 8rit.aln ' • a14 1n war it ab.e were 

...aac:ed. The obepter t hat bad opened wb• Laurier dupatoiMHI 

Canadian troopa to South Africa in 1890 ha4 hopefully beea 

pe~entl7 cloeed. 

rrench Caoada' • oppoaltlon to a more active role 1a 

t .. rlal detmce ha4 continued undt.lnuhed lro• the Doer ar 

to tho defeat of tbe Naval Ald 6111 lD 1913. In eplte ol tbe 

Japr .. olve atrenctb ot the Nat1ona11at.e in 19111 ho•ever, Laurier 

re~a!Ded bi a -jorlt,- 1n Freneb Cua4a. The Nattonallat cball• 

enc• to tbe two-part7 •yot .. , senorate4 around tbo imperial 

defence ie8ue1 had lail~4 ~o cain a atroocer voice for French 

C nada at Ottawa. 
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CONCLUSION 

Tho aoudlng of a Conadian contin ent to South 

Africa in October 1800 uaberecl 1n a new ora ill Ca.oau•a 

rolaUon. with tho eaplre. For the first tiM Canada ' • 

defence reapone lbilltlea wore ... D to &Delude the protectloa 

ot the ampi~ • a whole and not jua' Can.adlaD tarrtto17• 

It ia beyond tlle acopo ot t bta atud7 to inquir• into tho 

reaaona ~ tho OrJ;U.ah cJ011iniona• Canada 1n particula r , 

ware enterlD& into a aoro activo role in t.perial attaire 

at t bta tt.e. For our purvoee it la autticlent to nota 

that tho rUe ot P8D-Aftalo-8uoa aentiMDt .ad tba wldae 

aprea4 ct..an4 tor cloaer Ulparlal Uftity "" relatiYoly 

noaot p~. It - in NaponM to theae tnn6t ratber 

than ln aaoklnl a new UTai\I' ... At that tbe Frenc:b..CanacU.u 

attitude to l.perial doleac~ •ae cr,atalll .. d e 

Frenoh CanacU.aua wen not attnotoel by a Ylalon 

of oloaor imperial unltF W'bich ,.., in Skelton ' • pb.rua, 

"UJTOwly racial" iD ita priooipal f eaturea. 1 Canadian 

aelt-covorn.ent tn internal affaire bad been acco.pllahed 

and eventual lndependeace ... aeoo u little 110re than a...­

tblng to hope tor 1n the dl8taot tuttll"'e . The proxltdt7 of 

the United Stat .. ud the pouible threat to Canada tro~a 

tbat quarter wu a factor in -.kine the •tatua S!!! appear 

I . 
O, D. Skoltoo 1 Ope Cit,, lit P• 62. 

1G6 
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aa the beat arr-a ... at that could be realized. Moreover, 

.aDy FNMb Canadian& reaarded the colonial ltaitattona on 

the Canadiall atate aa a protecttoo AftainAt attempta b7 £nsl1a)a 

Canacta to t.per with tbe eonatitutioaal paranteH of Preoeb­

CaDacliaD rt«hta. 

M our etucty haa abown, French-Canadian newapapeN, 

of all ahad.. of optatoo, tencl•4 to reflect tb:le aoneral 

acre...at iD 1890. The decision of the Laurier sove~t 

to eend ti'OOpa to South Africa al ter.d the pattem of relattona 

that bad gi'OWil up bet .. ea Canada and the .other coUfttJ7 eiDCe 

Confederation. Thia apectftc threat to tu atatu. guo neo .... 

ltatecl apeetfto reeponaea for tho aafecuardiDs of broad prln• 

oiplea about whloh there ... seneral ~re.-.ot. There ... 

little entbuat._ 1n Quebec for the South Afr:lc- war, not 

leaat becauae the Boer. ..... a people analacou., 1n aMl7 rea­

pecta, to the f rench Caoacltana. The Frenoh..Canaellao Liberal 

pre••• concoraeel to uphold the poettloo of tbe sovem~Mtnt, 

detOD4e4 ita deetetoo to eel\d troopa on tbe aroua4 thAt it 

the ConeervatiYoa had been in office , a larger co-.dtment 

would havo resulted. The Queboc ConaerYattve preN1 ' lth t!ae 

advGntage ot freedo~ to attack CO~ernment poliCTt expre .. ed 

openl7 the traditional pretereace of French Canadi.aa tor 

laolatiool .. 1n perial relatione . Clearl71 the reaponae ot 

tbe partiaan preae 1A Fl'ellcb Canada waa ahaped by art7 oeceaa­

U.tea. There wu ao dtaqroement, however, between the papere 
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of the twe political parti .. on the general d .. irability ot 

Canada I"MAiDing aloof frOM the wara of the •plre. Whatever 

ad¥antage accra.d to the Quebec Conaerr.ativea fro. belns iD 

oppoaition waa .ore than offaet by their alliance with the 

atroqlT t.periallat ConaerYativea ot Eqlla~peaktns Cmada. 

lD fact, the two-party ayat- aei"Yed aa • lnatruaent ot 

aajortty rule whicb overrode Frenoh Canadian vi... on thla 

iaaue 1 it tended, •reover, to prevent Frenoh Canadiana tro• 

UD.I"eaerYeclly defendiAI their traditional view ot iaperial rei. atiou 

tn the election of 1900. 

Althouch no effective oppoaition to Canadian part­

icipation 1D tho Boer War developed in French Canada, the Con­

aervative and independent French lancuase ,..... did continue 

to expreae t he traditional French-canadian attitude to imper­

ial defence. In ita editorial ot 14 October 18999 La Pre••• 

outlined the baaic caae agatnat participation in t.perial wara 

that waa to be reiterated until World War Ia the colonie• 

were an accident of e~aptre with no 1Dtluenee on the .. tber 

coWltryJ Brltaln had done nothins to aaalat Canada in ~•r db• 

putea with the United Statea and Canadtana ahould expect no aid 

in future. The editorial drew the leaaon t hat Canada and the 

atOther countr.r did not have identical intereata 1D defenoe 

policy and urged C•ada to follcnr Dritaln • a exa.plo 1a not 

•lxln& politic• with aentt.ent.2 

2te Pre•••• 14 October 1899. 
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lleorl ourA.BGO • , ln fact , tho one political flpN 

in roacb Can d4 able to oppoao the eruU.DS of troope without 

belnc liable to the cbarce ot partlaanahlp. tie wu able to 

defend what he conaldered to bo the traditional Canadlon att l • 

tude to t.perlal deteoce only by resigning from Parlin.ent and 

by br.Ulnc, at lout temporarily, "lth the Liberal port.7• Be 

baaed bta cr1t1ctaaa on the arsumcmt that Canada, lactdna a Yol oe 

ia the formulation of Drttlah policy, abould take no reapoa.i• 

bi ll ty for bacld.nc up thAt policy around tho wor14• For the 

tiM- bolna Canadian 1n4opendeoce waa lou 1sn ortant to Douraeaa 

than tbe avoiduce of the new imperial.._. Cl lncin to the 

suaraoteea of colonial irreeponaibiU.ty .. the boat protection 

tor the Frenoh-Caoadiao mtnority, Doureaaa dar~ oot hope for 

lndependeoce. De7ood internal .. lt-aoverDDent loo.ed eltbor 

~erial fe4orat1oo, l ndependeftce or ao.e mixture ot the two, 

aa the noxt st o ln CanadiM 4•••1ornnant. Por tbe present, 

Bouraaeo believed that "lt vere aater to poatpono the d., of 

our emanc1pation" , 3 but faced wltb tbo alternati ve of imperi al 

federation, bo could dettnitelf opt for lndependonce. 4 Fearing 

that Canada would be forced to choose too aoon between tho two 

alternati ve , nouraaaa oxpreaee4 bla torebodln about the now 

era in ~erial ro1at1ona tl~t had opened wttb the Doer ara 

A now chapter 18 opened up in the bleto17 of our 
countr,r which altere the situation ao favorable to 
lW of aisty 7eare •• • The ehadplooa ot our liberttea 
AN DO m!ON I their diaciplea, re4uce4 to illpotency , 

5ltenr1 Bouruaa, Great 1lritain ~nd Cannda, (Montreal , 1002), P• 40. 
4

Robert I 1117, ntato1re de la Prowiftce de <lu6beo , XVII! , P • 34. 
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h4vo be D aueceectocl 1o the Britiab cabiaet b7 
adberente of a n.- acbool of thouabt, tbe direct 
cleecendants of the very men who bad planned our 
cmelaveaaent. B 

Tbe centrDl foata.re of tho new era was t he proapect 

of o cloeer tie botqen C41JUUlQ and the aotber-cowtl')' or aome 

fol'tl of imperial federation. lt waa th1a epectre that oYer­

ehAdowecl the reapooae ot li'rencb Cana<Ua.oe to ~ diecuaeioa 

ot tmporial defence. Wilfrid Gnecon, the political editor 

of t,. •Avenlr du Morel, WGI'"Ded hie readera , in an ectltorial on 

21 Oece.ber 18091 that t~e most llkoly road to imperial t~ 

oration lay io a chGO ed Canod1aD cooatltuttoo t hat would 

require Caoo4A to contribute men and QODe7 to ~erial defeoee 

on a continual baelae 8 ID Guooo ' • olaiat that eontr.lbutlou 

to imperial c:letence J.nvolve4 a obaoae in the Ccmadlan cooati• 

tution tboro 811 impliolt the arsument that the peopl e eboul4 

decade 1 tor 1D calliQC for a pleblacite on tho naval questioa. 

Juatify1ng their por~y•a policy ot moderate oootrt• 

butlou to i mperi al defence on the £1"0unda that t he Conaerva-

ttvea would co tt Can~ to further t.perlal venturee, the 

Liber 1 preea in ~uobee ero able t o re.a.tn on tho ottonatft 

durtoa the election ot 1000. A~ tbe tiret po o iblo opportvnit71 

bowovor, tbe Liberal• a bandoned what they roal1r.e4 woe an uo­

popular policy in ronch Canada. In an orttclal government 

" . P . o •connoU , Wfbo ldeu ot r.cnrt Douraeaau . CAnadian Journal 
ot 'conomiee and Political Scienee, 1955, P• 367. 

6L• AYentr d\1 Nord, 21 Dee_.,or 1899. 
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declarAtioD7 uct in a atat...,ot by Laurier tn the nouae of 

C08110na8 lA 1002, it wu 4e cloo.r that the covern~~ent coo-

eidered Caoada 1a malo contribution to the ,ire' • defence to 

be tho economic develo~ot of the coUDtJ"1 ancl the iltproveeent 

of t bo •ilitta. For this rouon tbo ' oYeJ'fUD8ftt retu.aod to 

ooUDtenance chanaee in the statue 2!2. on lllpor1al def4mce. 

Aa far u Laurlor wae con.ceroo41 Oftl.¥ cOIIXDercial rolatloM 

woulcl be dieoueaod at the Colonial Contereooa of 1001. Wltb 

thia tnltlatlve• LAurier was retracing s overn.ent polio7 to 

the pre-1800 pNctice of DOa-panlcipatlon 1n i mperial wan. 

Por the liNt tt.e eince the outbreak of tho South African war, 

be received the unanbloue back1os of the Yrench-C~dlao preu. 

During t ho next eovon 7eaN 1 t.he Liberal aoven11t0nt 

... ablo to avoid aorious crtttctem lD rench Canada concern-

ins the lapor1al dofonce question. Indeed, in 1903 the untaY• 

ournble settlement of tho .Alaaka boundary, due to t bo dotoction 

of Lord Alverstone to t ho AMerican aide, allowed Laurier to 

hint thot Ccmoda mt ht aome day take ovor the runnlna of her 

t oroicn policy. The Al01Jka boun.d.ar,- ctocleton un4erl.lnect tho 

view that Britain could not be relied upoo to aide wttb Canada 

atnat the United States. Laurior reaponde4 to the doubl• 

leu oD of t bo Doer ar and the Al .. ka boundary question b7 

PHCood to eYolvo b1e policy ot proaottfts Canadian notion• 

bood wi t b tn tbe ire . .~ationbood \YOuld protect Canacla againat 

?La Preaae , l Z March 1002. 
8 Jbid •• 17 April 1902. 
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the ach ... a of tho 1 per1a1 foderatlootata aa .. 11 aa eocoar­

actna aoll•nltaoce in dealinca •ttb the Untte4 Statea. lfatlODol> 

b~od would tu~tber eerYe .. ao outlet tor tho espanalve eentl• 

a.nta of glleb Canadtana ~tle avoidinc the ~erlalta• which 

would alienate Quebec. Of courae, the tmpertal defence queetloa 

wu only ooe aavoct of the Laurier policy of nationhood• . Tbe 

promotion of lDDt gratlon, the bu114tan of a aeeOD4 tranao~ 

tlautal railway, tho aettlc•ent of the CMadian ... t • tb .. e 

..... tbo ingrecU.enta of the Mac4oDa1d-Laurier oatlonal polle,­

ud of ~ ·proapero• first decade of thi: twentieth centu17• 

1ft eplte of Laurier •• aocc ..... in ~rial rolattoaa, 

a now Natlou11st 80YOWMtnt appea ... d ln Quebeo. Tbe Yel"J fae• 

toN tbat led to auecHe tor Cooada u a whcl~ promoted un­

euinoaa 1D French Canada. The traditional rural aociet,- ol 

Quebec aaa ~in rapidly trao.foraed b.J lodu.trloltaation and 

orbanlaatloa. The flood of Earopctan 1-.i&ranta to the couat17 

waa adding a wbole oow aectton to the populattoo that could 

ooly lncreaae tho &ltab-apea tna ele•ent in tho loo run. 

The oreattoo of tbo proviocea of Sukatchewan and Alberta ill 

lOOS aad t.he 1ua of reocJaoi.Caudiu educational ri hta theN 

UD4erlined 'he f ct that wes~ern Cana4a was to H al ... t eatt.re-

17 ngU.ah-apePlnl• The louadJ.aa of the Hf!! Nationaliatt lD 

1003 •u indicative ot Natlonal.ut reaponae to tbe tbreateolfts 

altuattoo taciDs French Canada lD tbeao ,-ea.re. In 1907 Bour­

uaa turao4 hla attention to provtnelal polltlca , and to coD­

juactton with the Quebec CooaeM-Ativea att :pted to uoaoat tbe 
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GoutR so•ernment. 

The edYeot of tho n. vol 1aoue tn reb 1000 pro­

Y14ed an opportunity tor the Conaervatlve-Nationallat alll• 

GftCe1 initiAted 1o provincial pollttce, ~o 4tftter the federal 

anna. lhder the forsnal loaderebtp of Honk, but guided prl.JI­

orily by D~raasa, tho now force wae to poeo an alternatiYo to 

Laurier'• pan-CODadtan nnttonhoo4. Concerned that French Can­

ada have an independent voice I.D Otta- to atat.e ite caee iD 

imperial relatione and domeatic attatr. , Douraeaa believed 

that only by breaktos •1th tho two-part7 ayat .. could hla 

people p.-.vent the erosion of tboir r1 .bta. Suob a chan o of 

tho Canadian political ayat •aa noodect, tn bia opinion, to 

aalo~d tho "pact" of 1867 • Douraaaa waa •orld.nc for a 

fun4amontolly dltferont Canada - one 1n wbieb tile duality 

would be tnatttutioAalise4 ln the countr.r'• political ayet .. 

aa well aa in tho country • • oul tural llfe. Thus be poaet\ what 

•lsbt be doacrib d u a bi-national altomat.lYO to l~urler'• 

pea-Canadian formula. 

At the core of tho debate bot•een Laurier and tho 

Jatlonaliata Oft tho naval queetlon waa a dlaasre.ment about 

the exteDt t~ which Canado bad already achieved naU.onboo4e 

Laurlor juatltie4 the ere tlon of a local Canadian naval force 

on tho r"Ouocl that CAD4d:l hA4 boco11110 a natiora ana auet tab a 

lar or r•aponalbtlity for her defence. 1D proeentlbc Laurier' • 

cue to the FNneb-Ccmad1an peoplo, the Liberal preea played 

down tl\e extent to which the n val toNe wae to be part of a 



lar er ach ... ot laperial defenee, lbYOlYin.S in wartt•, the 

llkelihoo4 of adlairalty eCMaDaDd of tbe C dian tleot. 1aatead1 

t!Mt Liberal preea 1n Quebec eaw it u a atep lD tbe acbl•••ltllt 

or natioahood, a .ove 1n the dir.ctlon ot aelf• rellance. Oft 

tbe other aide the Natlonalbu u4 tbelr Quebec Couo ... atift 

all lea argued that Canada, tar from be inc a oat too, wu aa U. 

reaponalble colony wltb no rlght. or duttea ln the .. tter of 

deteoce or foretcD polic~, beyond t he atrtot proteetioa ot 

Canadiao eotl. Naturall~, tbo Natiooallete attacked tbe Laurier 

toreula ae paeudo-aatlonbood, while they were th~olvaa crlt­

lclMd for 4e118aolos the ntent " wblch Canoda bad outsi'OWD 

bar colonial paat. 

In counterlns tho Co~ervatiY.-.Rattonallat oaalau .ht 

1n tho election of 1011, the Liberal preea .ade auoh ot the 

eootradictlon between the laporiallat win& ol the CoaaervattYe 

party in fnaltah CaDAda and the Natlonaliat •iDe ln ~uebee . 

They •oN ro1~1nc on thta tocbntqu., u the7 bad in 19001 to 

convince Prencb Canadlana that the Liberal way was the moderate 

rta:ft .nd that it wu atlll tho best suarantee ot Froneh-Caa~ 

lAD rlgbta. JA Caogda of Jaontreal, tor o.KMtple, quoted the 

Engl~adian Coneervatlve pr••• to ehow tbat the election 

ot a CooaerYatlve covornaent would mean clooor defence t1ea 

wl th the npl.re Md a pol ley ol direct coatrlbutlona to t'­

lapertal DA¥7• 0 Aa tn 1000, the Liberala upbe14 their 4etOilAe 

9Le Ctnnda• 2 September 1011, 6 September 1~11 . 
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polieT not ao aueb on ita lotriDeic aerlte as on ita belfts 

leaa ombltioue and loee dangeroae than tbot ot a Coa.o~atlYe 

&OYei"'UMftt would bo. 'l'he Liberate continued to belloYo that 

tho Freocb-Catladian cooaeoaua iD oppoaltion to a more cctin 

role 1o imperial detonce atlll pr.Yailed. 1ft ~ caee1 tbe 

Liberal t.ctic dld not aucceect u nll 1D 1911 ae lt bad f.D 

1900.. 1'iw Conaorvativ.-Batlonallata could not eilaply be 

written olt u the Frencb aupponere ot a pr!Mr.l17 naU.eh 

aad iaperiallat IDOYetDCD.t . 

No ... eatlally new eltHMn.t ._ added to tho DAYal 

debate 1ft the Freneh-CaDa4iaD preaa with t.he aben.t of the 

Borden co•ern.eat. Tbo Ll~ral preae continued to reiterate 

lta boliet that t • Laurier bill waa tho beat eolutlon and 

took •••IT opportuolt7 to demooatrate t lo btpoteace of the 

Nationallata in tbe now aovermaent. laoo tbe Borden tfaYal 

Ald Bill wae YOted dosn by tbe Bonate ' • Liberal .ajorlt7 oe 

at Ma7 1013. botb the Liberal .,..... ud Le DeYotr ..... pleuecl 

wltb 'Ute outeo•t. Tho Liberate and the Natiooallete both took 

crocttt (tbe Llborola more conYinelntJq) tor baYlDI halted a 

dalaaero• u.p.riallat ioltlative. J'or tbe •••at, CaDadiala 

ettorte to build a local fleet or to contribute to the naY,J 

ot tho •tber-oouat17 bacl beOQ etalemate4. In the laat -,ear 

beto.n World I'U" 1 1 a deceptive calm prevailed, an4 it appear­

ed, aupertieiallJ at least, that the pre-1899 era ot leolatioo­

U. had retut•rutcle 
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The outbreak of a nenerol Eu.ropeaa war in Augu.et 1814 

took Cana4lana b7 atlJ"PriM. The altuatton, plae1Ds BrttalD 

heraelf 1n aortal daft&er brousbt 1Dto pl., tbe repeate4 ple .... 

of Laurier and Bordeo to plcco Canad.a at Or1ta1D' a atde 1D aucb 

a caao. In tho face of tbla unprecedented altuatton, tho Freach­

Canadten proae reaponded 1n1t1a11)' wtth aupport tor CMadiaD 

partlclpatloo 1n t bo war. On G Aquet 1914 La PreNe told it.a 

readeNt 

Le falt eet que ooua •~• ~ ,uerre co... la 
Grande-Dret e e11....a..a ot pour ceux qui 
tleanent l la M&re-Patrle, noue dewou eatrer 
de tout eoeur dana l ' eaprlt noUYeau. 10 

The reuona tor the t8fiiPOr&l7 F.-.ncb..Canad1an aupport 

tor the war are beyoD4 the acope of tbte tbeata. Sutttoo lt 

to auaoat that tho appearaaee ot nrttaln ad r nace 1n a 

o.....n •rtal atruu1o, the herotaa of Delstua 1D Ausuat 1914 

and tl\e ecoi'Qlt7 of the eriala ltaelf, ~ explain tbe oh .. rt.na 

ot French reaer\'lau and the wavtns of UQion Jaou that oecnarn4 

ln Montreal 1n tl•e first neb ot tbe ....-. It ahoul<l alao be 

poiDted out that lt waa aeaerally expected until 1914 that a 

EUJ'O~M war could onl)' lut a few montba. Thue C•adlan ia­

YOlYOINDt could bo anticipated to ... U.ttle more thaD the 

aen4lnc of euppliee and the aseurGnee of 11110ral aupport. Certata-

17 the idea of aendlna bunclrecla ot thouean.&a ot Caoa.diao t,roopa 

to ourope , conta.plate4 by the end of 1914, would have be.a 

quite be7ond the tbo ht of atVoDe 1D Canoda when war brou out. 

~~ Preue, 6 Auauat 1914. 



Ia thia initial atmoaphore c•eo Le Devoir waa vague 1n Ita 

poaltioo, with Douraaaa .r1t1Da poaolonatel7 about the tate 
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of France after bia return from Europe. 11 OD ao Ausuat 191• , 

however, Douraeaa wroto hie tiret crltlcal oditorlal about tbe 

Sana doute, 11 eet oaturel et 1iultime pour tout 
Canadien de eouhaitor ard .... ot l e trioaphe .._ 
tli'IIH Ang1o-Franqalao•l Mie teoir 1 1tm,Pereur 
Guillaume aoul et poreonoellemeot re.ponaab1oa de 
lo cat88trophe ~~altra •xac'r6 elnon ioju.te l 
t.oue ceuz qui oot obaorri avoo a....,.trold et •tel• 
laDce loa prodroMe de la 'l &te, ll 

OD 8 Bept.-her 1914 , lt bee- clear that 8ouruaa' • 

dlacuae ion of the oris in of tbe war ba4 littl e to do with a 

coocei'D ~ proteet the Oerean ~ror•a reputation, Oft tbat 

da,)-1 be picked up the t breade of ~18 traditloul poelt.loa • 

illperf.al def'oce u4 anal~aec.t the preeeot cool lict 1A tbeae 

wel l-knowa te~• 

Lo CADacta •• , n •a aucuae obliptlon 1110rale ou coe­
et1t ut1oaolle al auoua lnte~t t.a6dtat dana le 
confllt aetuel. 

In t ho ... editorial he ... terre.! to Canada u a 

••ctepeodance irreat•onaable de la Qranct.-Oretacne• , a poat.tion 

ho bad lone held 1o con treat to Laurier' a •iew tt\et the oomat17 

had alnad7 acbieYod oatiooboo4. Ue t hea atated the coroll...,. 

of hie Yiew of Canada 1 

C ••t dODo le dovoir de 1 • A leterre de difondre 
1• Canada, et non celul du Canada de difendre 
l ' AftSleterre,l3 
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It bad taken Bourassa ·• little over a month to DGke 

hie poalttoo on the war coincide with tho po•ttlon he bad bel d 

Oft the queetlon of laperlal defence for the preY1oua fift een 

7e1U'8., Sir Wilfrid t.urter campalped ln Quebec to encourap 

._.,reach-Can dian recnai tmeftt lDto tbe ca.rmect ton... D7 tbe oD4 

of 1014 , tbolJ8;b, It appeant that eotbueiMID for the war bad 

larsely' wom off tn r:oronch Canau. 1• Conaiclertn8 the uabi"Okea 

tradition of opvosltton to porttotpatlon ln !.perial ware that 

bad proYed ao durable in the fift.en ,-ear period '-• 1899 te 

ltt•, it 18 not aurpriatna tbat FNnCh Cenacllana eoon c- te 

1"1 that the war waa not tbetra to lqbt. Ev.a if the recruit­

IMDt of Freoob Canadlana into the a..,..d torcH hod been carri ed 

out wltb .on tactf ul cone14eratioa for their aeoalblllt"t .. or 

tbe dlYlalft Ontario aohoola dlapute not eslatec1 durins thea• 

,.-eara, tt 1a dtttlcult to aYOld tbo c oncluelOD that auperttotal 

attew~pte at boooe enteate would not haYe altered French Cancada' a 

deep oppo ition to parttolpatloo iD Drltato•a ware. 

The ~·renab..Caoadlan preea, during tho period we ban 

beeo oXADtntog, ee.rved as a major Yehlcle tor tran.aalttias tbe 

vi ... of the political leaderablp to Quebec to the peopl e . P~ 

i.eaN'hip, ot one ldad or another• wu eo ati'Onl throupout tbe 

Frencb-Caoadiao pres that no standard ot objective jotll'la4l1Ye 

could bo aaid to haYe exlatoct. ConaequeDtl,y, n... and feature 

cop7, aa well u editorials , wore hoaYlly elanttHt in tbe dlr-

ectlon ot the paper' • political btaa. peelally durtDs election 

14£1lzabetb AI'WJtroa.c, The Crlaltt ot «.juebec 1014-18 , (How York, 
19:>7) , p , 91. 
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tille, ••t of the 4a11;r n&npapeN ot Quebee becA~N uoabaabe4 

pat"tf o.rcan•• 
Conaidering t he aharplJ partisan oature ot the 

~'.-.ncb-Canadian preea , it 1• illportant to realize that oo tbe 

crucial queation of ~erial defence, a broad conaeoaua exiat­

ed iD favour of li•itlog C&Dada1a pArticipatloa 1n portal 

ware. Tbe press did not waver 1n ita auppert tor pari7 poU.CTI 

.but tbe preaa al"AJ'a out ita baeklna in tel"M that would be 

acceptable to French-canadian oplnion. 

The .. jor divlaioa between J'reneh Canadi.u ... • 

their attitude to tbe bulc qu.atioa of <:uadiaD oatloaboo4. 

Den• Laurier repreaente4 thoae who -ted to work toward ta.. 

wolutloe ·.of a •-• Canadian aatioullt7• Do~, OD tbe 

other hand, aought a union· that would aceo..octate two 41at.lnct 

nationalltiea in ita ~ldet. For tbia reaaon be taYoured a 

atrlct adherence to the coeatitution and to wbat be resarded 

.. the "pact" or 1801. 

Jt would be a 11lsteke • of oourae, to aee the debat.e 
-.. taklns place bot ... n political tactiona ot anything like 

equal ttiM• Onl,y lA Devoir and the weekl,. Le Nationalia!t 

save lull aupport to the bi~tionallat position. Laurier' • 

conceptloa of Canada reoe1Yed the eupport of the muoh larcer 

Libe~ p,...., notably Le Sole11, le Canada aDd iDcreuiDclT 

Le ~.. The ConaerYative preaa , notabl7 L'£ria....-t MCl 

lA CourJ:Oler d! st 1 lizac!othe etood eOtiewttere in betne. 

· Daalcally, they nre ••ratpttorwarcS party or-sana wboee edit-
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orlal pollCT ... 8111P&\theU.c to Jlour- only durt.ns the 

perlo4 ot t.be ConaorYat.tve-Nat.iooallat alllance. In tact, 

BoUI"aMa1a failure to attect th• thinkJ.Da ot Quebec Conae~ 

vatlYN •re twaelalllentall,., as Nfleotecl 1ft the Couel"''attve 

preaa, - an ltaportant reaHD ter hla failure to lauaob a 

pei'IIDDftt new bloc iD federal pollt.lca. The tatlw._ of tbJ.a 

at.t4MIIpt at aecuriDC an independent Quebtte bloo at Ottawa, • 

atteltpt wbtcll aroae out ot the lea• ot imperial defence, 

OM be ... n u one of tbe •tn taetol'8 la the coaoentrat.toe 

ot 110at future Frenob-Canadlan natlonallata oa provlnelal 

pelitl.ca. 
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