
 



It is with great sadness that the family of Bob Jefferies announces his passing on 

July 8th, 2009 of a cerebral hemorrhage. He will be lovingly remembered and 

greatly missed by his wife Susan; his daughter Alison, her husband Lorenzo Cohen, 

their three children Alessandro, Luca and Chiara; his daughter Rachel, her husband 

Mark Jones, their children Molly and Kate; and his sister Marion Hamlin and her 

husband John Hamlin. 

Bob Jefferies was one of the world's leading arctic scientists and global change 

biologists. With his death, Canada has lost one of our most important northern 

researchers at a time when such expertise is increasingly vital and increasingly 

scarce. 

While Bob was an unusually broad-minded scholar, he was recognized 

internationally as the dean of goose-plant interactions in Arctic environments, a 

field of study he almost single-handedly created. Because of the importance of his 

work, Bob Jefferies was nominated to serve as one of the Canadian representatives 

to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). With the other IPCC 

members, Bob shared the Nobel Peace Prize awarded to the IPCC in 2007. His 

former graduate students now occupy positions of influence through-out the 

Canadian ecological establishment, where they play instrumental roles in 

developing national policy in ecology and environmental sciences. 

In lieu of flowers, donations are appreciated for a scholarship in Bob's name. Please 

address to 'University of Toronto' (with 'Robert Jefferies' in the memo line) and 

send to: Office of Advancement, Faculty of Arts and Science, 100 St. George Street, 

University of Toronto, Toronto, M5S 3G3. A memorial is scheduled for the Fall. 

ROBERT JEFFERIES PHD 


