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1. INTRODUCTION 

We can only think wisely about what we actually know well. And no person, however sophisticated, 

intelligent and overloaded with the information age state-of-the-art technologies, can ever know the 

Earth except by reducing it statistically, as all modern institutions tend to do today, supported by 

reductionist scientists. 

Gustavo Esteva and Madhu Suri Prakash 

 

Seeing that the human mind works through innumerable media and that the evolution of the human mind 

is not the same for all, it follows that what may be truth for one may be untruth for another All that I 

can in true humility present to you is that truth is not to be found by anybody who has not got an 

abundant sense of humility.  

Mahatma Gandhi 
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2. DEVELOPMENT DISCOURSE AND BUEN VIVIR 

The act of knowing is always performed by a subjectivity specified by locations in cultural time and space. 

Every time I think or speak, I become dependent on my culture. 

Raimón Panikkar 

 

Capitalism in all these cases is the central or dominant identity of "Third World", industrialized, and global 

economies...Development as a discourse is seen to have produced the "Third World" as a dependent 

identity subordinated to the management and surveillance of an international development bureaucracy. 

J.K. Gibson-Graham 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

THE WASHINGTON CONSENSUS GOES SOUTH 
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COLONIALITY, CITIZENSHIP, AND A PATHWAY TO POSTDEVELOPMENT 
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POST-NEOLIBERAL ENTANGLEMENTS AND THE ECUADORIAN STATE 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

REGIONALIZATION AND ALTERNATIVE TRADE ALLIANCES 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

3. SUMAK KAWSAY: INDIGENOUS GOOD LIVING 

Nature, being a social construct, that is, a term conceptualized by humans, must be wholly reinterpreted 

and revised if we intend to preserve the life of human beings on the planet. To begin any reflection, let us 

accept that mankind [sic] is not outside nature and that nature has its limits. 

Alberto Acosta 

 

In the kingdom of ends everything has either a price or a dignity. What has a price can be replaced by 

something else as its equivalent; what on the other hand is raised above all price and therefore admits of 

no equivalent has a dignity.  

Immanuel Kant 

10

 

11

                                                 
10

 
11

 



 
 

 

12

 

 

                                                 
12

 



 
 

 

 

THE DEMOCRACY OF THE AYLLU13 
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LIVING BETTER/LIVING WELL 
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SUMAK KAWSAY, ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS, AND DEGROWTH 
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4. BUEN VIVIR AS A POLITICAL PROJECT 

Increasingly, public debate has come to hinge, not on what kind of society we are or want to be, but on 

what the needs of the economy are. Hence, a broad range of social policies are now debated almost 

entirely in terms of how they fit in with the imperatives of the market. 

Fred L. Block 

 

Democracy depends on localism: the local areas are where the people live. Democracy doesn't mean 

putting power some place other than where the people are. 

Douglas Lummis 
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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM AND THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
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OIL, MINERALS, AND WATER: THE PRAXIS OF BUEN VIVIR 
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5. CONCLUSION 

The existence of these parallel worlds reveals that we are moving, or at least intending to move, from a 

world of power and individualism to one of solidarity and community The need for a radical change of 

the dominant economic model underlies all the components of the movement. 

Philip Smith and Manfred Max-Neef 

 

The re-establishment of an ecological balance depends on the ability of society to counteract the 

progressive materialization of values. The ecological balance cannot be re-established unless we recognize 

again that only persons have ends and only persons can work towards them. 

Ivan Illich 
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