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Ia October 1800 • the Canadian eovemMGt aent ooe 

thoc.wand Yoluoteera to ttallt .. port of the reaular Drttteh 

army 1ft the Soutb African war, For the tlret tl• Caoa4laD 

def•oc• reapooalbilltlea were seen to lnclude t be protectioe 

of tho empire oa a whole and DOt ju.t Canadian tVPlto17 • 

J. 

~a French-Canadian political groupe a senora! 

eoaeeneue prevailed in opposition to broader imperial defence 

roavo~ibilltlea tor Canada. Dtaqreeeonta betweon Freooh­

Canactlu political groupe eeotred UOUD4 tho Mona to lJ.mlt 

C4D&41an loYolv.-nt lA ialperW deteoce, 

The L1berala, ln otflce UDder Laurier• combined 

l!Dited contributiooa to l~rlal dofeoce with a policy ot 

doalnion auto~ within t~ erapiN, Tbla polio,- of natioo­

bood wltbln the e.pire ._ deelped to urn u an outlet 

for tbe oxpaoalve aontirleots of &ngliah Canadlane while 

&Y014~ the ilnperialiaa wblcb would alienate Qneboc. 

Tbe Quebeo Coneervatlvea., out of power, attempted 

tnoftoctuallJ to defend tho traditional Fronch.Canadlao pre• 

toronco lor the atatya guo in laperial rola~tone. Dieere41te4 

by tbeir alllaooo •lth t~ strongly lmpertallat Conaorvatl,.... 

ot Rogllab Canada, 1t he quebec ConaerYatlvea .. re unAble to 

a ppear ae a deairable al temat1ve to tbe Liberal• on the 

il:aperlal dotonce 1uue, Oftl y nenrt Uouraaea. tbo ~otma Liberal 

member for J~belle, wbo rc t(ned froo Parliament lD oppoaitloo 



to the aondinc of a Canadloa coatlftaent to South Atriaa, 

wu ablo to dotond the atatua 92! in imperial relattona 

wt~ou~ .,_ln« liable to the charge ot partiaanahlp• 

11 

Durinl tbe period fi"'D 1902 to 1009 LaUI"'ier worfc;o;. 

ed to further CaoacU.an autoaomy within the eapl.re. He 

aucceaatully rea leted preuurea tor tho broadeoiog ot doiD-

1Dlon doto»eo roapooaibilitiee at t he Colootal Conte~ocea 

ot 1002 and 1001. lie took cttltranta&e ol Urltain' • tallure 

to atond by Canada 1D tho Alaska bouruJary dtapute in 1903 te 

hlnt that Canada etsbt aomo ~ take over the ruoolnc ol ber 

on toreisn r o11c7• Durtns tbia period Laurier cou14 oot be 

cballonge4 in Fnoeh Canada for hta pollc7 oa illperW relatt.oaa • 

.DurJ.oa tbe.tJo :rean, tho\18h• a Natlonaltat ...... nt pew up 1n 

Qwaboe un .. r- ~he leadoftlblp ol U.nrl Douraaaa, l arget;r 1n 

roapooae to euob d011eatic iuuea .. Frencb-CADOdJ.an education-

al rls hta outalcle Queboc, iuaisration and lllcreaainc urbaol­

tloo. Entertna pi"'vlnclal poltttca in 100?, nourestta wodr.e4 

in alltance with tM &..uebec pl"'YinOtal ConaerY~tttvo& to un• 

aeat the Gouin s o•ernm.nt. 

-rM adYont of the naval ieau. in f.:arch 1909 proYlM4 

the opportunity tor tho Conae,..tl..-NatlODOllat allianoe, 

1nltlatod 1n provincial politics, to entor t.he federal u-.na. 

lD reeponae to \be naval 80ore Laurier opte4 for a Canodian 

tloot. UDit tt10t nuld be uaod in imperial detorrce oaly to the 

extent 4oalred by the C~dian co•er.nment. The Matlonollate 
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aaw in the navy the spectr. of Canadian panicl~tion lD all 

ot nritatu•a ware and the thr.at of an imper1ol fedoratlOD 

cemented throup allitary cooporatlon. Jlurinl the election 

ol lOll, tbe CooseJ'Ya.,ive-!fatioDAllata attacked Laur~er 1D 

ebee ott the naval usue wttlle Cnctl•h..CaoacUan CooaervatlYH 

asea1le4 hill tor reoipi"'clty- in the roet ot Canada. 

While tl\e Coneei"Vatlve•Nationalla ta won twnty­

aoven seata in Quebec 1n lOll , th~ were unaucceastul 1a 

their att.apt to conetitute a aew bloc in federal politics that 

could bold the balaDCe of pcMrer betwHO Liberals ancl Conee.-.ae 

tivea. The natloul p rty .,.tea eoon prevailed and altaoat 

all of tho Couervatlv.-Nat1on.aU.at IMCIIbera became doelle 

eupportore of the UOrd.cm aovemsaent. The Dorden 8QVOmment•• 

attempt to eu~tltute an ... rgeocy ooatrlbutlon to U.o 111lper1al 

~~ for Laurtftl•a plan to build a Canactiaa fleet wu upaet 

when tbe Liberal r10jorlt7 in the Senate •ot.ed 4owR the tJavol 

Ald Dlll in ~ 1913. Tbe atale .. te on the naval qoeatlon 

preftlled untJ.1 florl d War One bNke out a Te&r lateP. 

Dul-loa tbe debate Oft the naval que•t1on 1ft Preneb 

Canada, BouN~N~a and the NationalJ.ata oppoaed t tl& DaYJ' OD Ule 

c roun48 that. Canada, u a colooy, ba4 no reepont~lbtllty tor 

imperial deteoee boyon4 the defoneo ot Canadian eoil, Laurier 

and the LllMrala a ue4 that Canada bod acblovecl oatf.onhood 

and that the oaq ... a eocpleaon' to her status oa well aa 

an t.portaot aae.uure for natl011al defonce. Bouraaea held 
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atr.lctl~ to ~t he ntgarded as tbo "pact" ot 1887 u tM 

beet meana of osauriaa Freech...Canac!tan rlcbta . Laurier wOJ"'t• 

ed to evolve a e.lftt;le CanAdia nationhood in which Frencb 

CaDAda would p~ a tull role ancl tbua enjoy the broade•t 

po•eiblo opportunitiee .. a eultural group. 

Moat French-canfldlan neapapera .,.,.. owned by local 

lntereata and weN tied directly to a pol.lt.loel p.Drty. The 

Frencb-caoadian t>Nea wu U$M ~o justJ.I.r or to att aek the 

decS.lona of tlte l•olitic&ane. In the debat• 1n the l''renoh­

Canadiao proee on imperial defence froa 1aog to 191•, the dta­

agreeaenta between Quebec po11tleal cro~ and the poeltioa. 

they held ira coa:DOQ are reveeled, The Vreneb-Ccmadf.an preee 

1a a valuable .. ana of dlec~J.na t he polltleal tdeaa of 

Queboc politictan. and the ideas tho7 thousht would be aeoept­

able to Ute people of Quebec • 
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INTRODUCTION 

i"rota tbe outbro of t.be South African ar J.D 

October 1899 until tho outbroa1' of World Wor 1 political 

groupe in Canada debated the tuue of coa:trtbut.lotUJ to 

imporial defence oa part of a larger debo.te on Canada' • 

constitutional rolationabi~ to the enwptro. That the i.uue 

ot imperial defence was oa ~b constitutional aa militar,r 

ta one of tbo most etrUctnc character.lattcs of tbe period. 

In tbo summer of 1002 when Colonial Secretary Joaepb Chaa­

borlain told i1frtd Laurier that the atronctll end •afet7 

of the 

1 

ropl.lod that local d.lveraity and froedom were the foundation 

of tile empirtt.1 1'be two men wero lUiina the ocea.:lon of a 

d1acU88ion of 1tuper1al defence to exctaango vtows on the 

relatloo of tho colonies to tho aother-countr.y. bon 

·" Caoelda was called upon to rovide troo~ for tbe South 

African \tar ln October 1809 or when the Canadian llou.o of 

CoQmona approvod tho principle of a Canudian naval torco 

ln f4areh 1009, it waa ae oueb the ehow of imperial unity 

as tho actual contribution tb.at was ao~t. 

It ia poae1blo to doal with the iaaue ot imperial 

dotonee aa prt.arily a a111tory one , having to do with the 

.lm}lrovo.at of the Cnntldton iDilit1a and the atepe taken to­

word tbe estGbliab&nen't ot a Ca.n.tdinn naval force. FHncb 

Canadiane, howover , viowod the imperial deConco debate almoat 

1 Maeon \i44o 1 The Prone !\ :anndinna, (Toronto, 1900 ) , P • 400. 



oxcluaively 1o political and coaatituttonAl torme. It ill the 

purpoao ot thitl theai• • tberoforo, to examine tbe imperial 

aetonee quomtion 1D French Canada ae a political que•tlon 1ft 

the yeara 1899 to 1014. 

It ia the contentioD ot tbia theai• that at the 

boglnnlna of the South African War, a seneral COR8e88ua 

exieted within tbe political community ot Frencb CanAda 

concornina the quostion of Canada ' • contributiona to imperial 

dotence. Vrencb Cont~.diana cSe•lred to l.t.rait the country' • 

defence coamitmonta to the protection of Caoadian eoil. Uore 

broadly, they eo~ht tbe retootlon ot Ccanadian auton.oar_y •ltbln 

tho empi.N, the conatttuttoaal arronseraent tho coUD.try had en­

joyed aiDee 1867. The riao of pao-A.nclo-Suon sontiaent 1n 

the eraplro at the end ot tbo ninotoenth centur,v led J..' rencb 

CMAdiGna to t'oor that tho 18auo of imperial deteneo would bo 

used to prepare the way tor a po11ttco1 imperial fodorotion . 

Mietruatful of tho lin&liab-apoaking majority, Froncb 

Canndiane tondod to bold to a etrict lnterorotatloo of tho 

constitution, regarded by ~ ot them as the "pact" of 1867. 

i•arntloxically, many French Canadians rot=ardod the nrttleb 

connoction, with all ita 90tcnt.tal doD ere, u a cuarontee 

u~aine\ a fuller Canadian aoveroiBftty that would •ub3ect th~ 

ctOro directly to the wtll of tbo EngU..aJ• aaajority. Colonial 

. atotua of tho kind Canmlo hAd kno• could provo a valuable 

chock on 1 erlallet 1n1tlativea deeirod by F~liah Canadtana. 



Jn a period when tbe i aperlal t~Jt• bad the ttel it..lcal taitlatlYe , 

French Canadtsne otten found that pleadinc colonial lrreapoaal-

bilit1 wu the beat t:leana of suarant"tna Canadian autonotQ'. 

At stoke tn tho eon•tituttonal question ~oro not aimply taeuoa 

ot oxtornal atratra, of courae. New external polletea dictated 

cbangoa 1n the ttllACt" of 1867 • ebangea io the lansuage and 
. 

odueotioo ri bta French Canadtana coae1dere4 were at the heart 

of t heir national r.datence. 

IJoori Douraa•a, tbe yoUDI LiberAl Mellber of P.arlla• 

ment tor Labell•• oxpreoaed thle aent~nt in tho tall of 1001 

•hen he predicted t.bat .. under the abaolute control of the 

Ca.oa4ian J'arli...ut, our conatltutton. would be expoM4 to 

torrtble aa•aulta, mainly directed agaln•~ the French-Canadian 

m1Borlt7•••"2• Aa ••11 aa eoeing the Dritieh connection .. a 

protection a«ainet poaalblo exco•••• ot Engltah Cana4a, Douraaaa 

Yiewoc:l it u inauraoco agatnat Amortcu pfl\etration ot Canada. 

Ue atateda "• •• placed aa wo are ln the ltJJiltedlate and exclu• 

aiYe neipbourboocl ot the United States, thia ouaht to be a 

htnt to ua tbat it were aafor to po.ettlODa the da1' ot our emanci• 

pation ... 3 • 

~bat French Cana<liua de•ired was to continue tholr 

i8olot1oniala ill North America, while retatntna tbe proteet.ion 

ot a t.uropean power. The1 Yiewed Canadiao c.olonia.l •tatUit, aa 

~Henri 8ouraaaa• Gre!tt Dritai.r'l and C.-eta, (MontHal t 190a) t P• 47• 
3 

lbtcl. , P• 40 



tt bad oxt.tod in the 1•are f~ Confederation to tbe outbreak 

ot the Boer ar, aa the best arr-an«OMOt tor their oat.ioDal 

existence~ All groupa ta 1>--reneh Can.ada agreed tbat Canada 

ettould keep out of Drl tain •a won and tbat Cana4lcan autonot.f\J 

abould be pi'OIJerve4. Pollttcal con.fllct wu about the aeana 

by wh lcb tkHo ebde could be reallnd, not ebout the enda 

. 
The wortdna• ot the tn-partr •ratom were a Mjor 

deteNinut in deoidiDs the public at.anee of Frenoh CanadiaD 

political aroupa em the t.perlal deteooe t .. ue~ ~be lfti'Seat 

bloe in Fnnoh Canada, the Quebeo federal Liberal•, weN toi"'•4 

to adapt their poltclea to tho l:dlglta~lns wtna of the 

part1 durin« t heir yoar- in office t~ 1896 to 1911. Enalleh 

Canadlana weN .demancUD£ a .oro actiYe taperlol role for CAAac1a, 

while Freneb Canadian• tnaletod on auton~. Laurier atte.pte4 

to .. et bo~b 4emonde by promo•tns a ~ollcy ot fuller natloa• 

hoed within the ~tre. 

Thoucb 1 eaa powerful t!'AI\ tbe Liberal$ allOnS French 

Ce.nadiana1 the Quebec Conaerrattvoa, witb tbo t;reator freedoa 

of o~poeitlon , were able to remalD cloeer to the tradi~lonal 

Jt'rencb..Can:ad1QD vle• ot tbe .-piro and ot Confodentioo. ~ 

cr•ael.rlsly t aking their ideas and even their leadereb1p lroa 

the Nationall•ta t be Quebec C~noorvattvea detonded the oolontal 

atotwa 5!! acatoat b sporiAliet onoroach11Mmta. It was Henri 

Oouraa • • tboush, b•s tnning u a Liberal and adltiNr ot Laurier 

nnd encUnc u a Natlonaltat opponent of t be two-porty "''•t•, 



whoe to personify the defence ugoinat iaperiol~. Mia-

truattul ot the Jtnsliah- •l)oeldns •.1ority, Bourusa bel1eve4 

that Frcmeb Canadia.'l• eho\lld eloaely protect the '*pact" ot 

1007; h• pretern~l Canadian colonial atatus and llalitecl ....._ 

oreicnt7 to iapert.al federation. no eapecially objnted to 

s 

the L uri•r fortaUlo oa paeudo...,.atlonbooda in hta •ind, it 

combined reeponatbiltty tor extornal polioy with no power ta 

ita foi'IINlatJ.cm. Even UDder the preHun of tbe new J.aperlal• 

ism he waa not prer•ared to abandon what bG enw u a bi•natioaal 

tederattoa, with elearl~ deltQoated powore for the central 

govenwont, 1D taYour of Levier•• aolutlOD, whteb might be 

doacrl bed aa pan-Caaa4ian nationhood. one of the clearoat 

etate onta ot Douru •• eoaoeption ot tbe r latlon ot £acllab 

an4 YFencb Canadiane ca.e in a reply to Julee-Paul Tardivol ' • 

eapoWJal ol French-Canadian aoparetlaat. Bouraacua wrotec "Lee 

n3trea , pour noua coii'IMI pour M. TarcllYol, •on t lea CM~adtna 

trADQole. aaia loe Anclo-Ceadtorua fte aon"t paa ... etraoprw ...... . 

'l'broushout tb1e atuq, the tenu pan-Canadian nation­

hood and bi-notloaal federation •ill be used to aontraat the 

vine ot Laurier and Douruaa• reepect1vely. l.aorler, tbe 

li"ronob...Canadlu l'rinao lllnlator, woa compelled toftrd tho Ylw 

that Freneh.Canadian r1chta would beat be suaranteed throuab 

the development ot a atns le nationhood lo whieb political 

dobatee wou14 centro around •~1n1atrative queetloo•• c~a 

4
Arthur Maheus, te Nationalt.a.o Canodien-tJ'an~oia l 1 1Aurore dg 

IXe !tlcle, (Canadian Utetorical Aaeoetatloa Annual 
Ueport, 1943}, P• 66. · 



• 
•Y•tem trit.b an Encllab party and a Fnnoh ~,. 1ft which bia 

cOIIC)atr1ot.e would be eade to atllfer tor their tdborlt7 poaitloa. 

Douroaaa, the crJ.~lot Oil t.be other bOildt aaw tlte defence of 

French-Canadian rtabt• hut IIU4J"'Oltee4 throusb a etrtot ad­

herence to tbe "paattt of 1867• Fearful ot tho u.ee to wbieh 

J.!ngltab CanacU.au cou14 put a more centrall.eod unton1 BOUI"Mn 

aow advuta«ea in tbe e.olon1al 1 tmltatlona on the Ceoadiao 

Ia a letter oa 2 lovMber, 1890, t.urier expla.laed 

ble poaitloa to &our .... no bad ;Ju.t reais,ne4 bta •eat ia 

the Houae of COW'OIIe a 

Vhat attitude , tell • • •bould Prctneh..Can.adiaoe talut 
toward Coa,loderattont Either tbe7 MMt teolate 
the~Miel••• , tond.Ds a aepar-ate ,......,, or t.b~ _, 
G~Ueh at the bead ol Confederation. 'fhey ... , 
chooae bet .. en hallah t~rtau ... ao4 AalerlcaD 
blporlalS.. I ... no otbeJ> alto§Ootive. If 
then &a on•• toll toe wbat it .s... 
lD bta npl,- two qya later., Douruea wu equallT 

rovoaltft« ot bl• t~ po•tttoe. Ue etatodt 

Noto f.bat 1 ea ~b leea lerocloue oa thla caue•ttoa 
ot ialperialiaal than .YO'l think. 1 bave never Nell 
•cS l • not now ln ta.our of ln4epctn4eftoe - al leQllt 
not tor the IDOIIUat and lor a lone tiM te eo.e. lt ••e. to .. that .. Clift remaiD in our p ..... nt etaw 
of t.I"M81t1on. to~ eOJM tiM 7et. Cballberlalft waota 
to et ua out ot that •tace• That a.egalo.olae 'e 
fbe4 1nteo .. i0ft b to co dotlll lD bletory aa the 
Builder ot the F..atpirili. lie could nU beeCMM the 
looeener of the !!plre. •. 6 

I 
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In 1899, onlJ' the be&1nnlnga ot tbo Nat1onali8t 

movenent exiat.od and tt. waa tbe Frencb-Gan.adlan Conaervatlvea, 

in the main• who upbeld the traditiocal attitude ot Fronch 

Canadian• on the queatlon ot ~erial defence. 

7 

Their major diaad'Yantas e iG winninc Frencb-Caaadiaft 

sup,~ort .,., th•tr alliuce with the Enslt.b-apeaking CouerYa­

tivoa. Th• Liberale rotUJ."'ed ttmo and asain to tho t beme tbat 

eup1~rt tor Quebec ConeerYativea would moan power tor the anti• 

FNncb Ontario wins of the Conaorvat.ive ,art,.~ Wltb Laurier 

ae leaclea-, the Libentla were able to convince l'rench Canada 

that,. thouah concesslou to the i porialteta wore unfortunate 

thet were preferable to atv:lng powor to their' ultra-.ltaperlall.at 

opponent.. Clearly the contributione ot Canadian tr"Gope to 

tlcbt in the South African •~ wore onty tolerated by Quebec 

on the grounda that Couel"'t'ative pollcl .. woulcl be worae etill. 

The unpopularity of Canadian contrtbutlone to imper­

ial defence tmOnl Froneh CaraadiGna .,.. dr81!tat.lcall7 revealed 

in the clrcumatancea of the Colonial Conference of 1902. WbeD 

1n the wlntor ot that year Laurier publiol7 rejectocl anJ' clt.­

cueston of imperial defenco at the Coat•rencet the PrS... Hlbia­

tor received tbe full eodoraoaent of all aosmenta of Quebec 

opinion. During tllo n•xt ecv-en yoara the queatlon of la.,.rlal 

det'4N\Ce wu to lie largoly dormant • TheN were br.lot recur­

roncos ot tho iuue tn the Aluka boWldary settlement and the 

&undona.ld affair, u woll aa in the Colonial Collference ot 1907 • 

Until the opon1na ot tbe naval taeuo 1n 1900 , bo\loVot", La\ll'ler 
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bAd 11ttl• to fear troat tb• det•nce iaaue. Tho retil"oment of 

tbe Nat1onoliat• to Quebec provtnetal politic• aleo contributed 

to tt.Le quiet of th .. • years. 

BegtnniA1 l n t·tareb 1~, however, the Couervatlve­

lfAtionaltat alliance, alnady functioning in provlnc:W polltiea1 

entered the toderal field oa t he naval iaaue. Wi tb the NatloD• 

aliats aottlnc tbe tone ol t he campalgD to uuaeat Laurier there 

w4s lou of tho atifPIA ot Msoclatio.o wlth an tmperialiet ~ 

1n £oa11ah Caaada, than thftn had been for th• Quebec Conaei'Ya­

tlve• dur.lDc the Doer War. 'lbe Cou.aert'ative-Notlonalkt alli­

ance wu powerful beeauae it stood tor Cilnatliac lntemal eell• 

sovomaent with no reeponalbUit,- 1ft extomal ai"tainl, the 

traditional conatltutlooal arrancoeMtnt that •• dieapp:eari.Dc• 

In 1911 Doura.aa attempted to ••ld together a ooal l • 

tion of Fr.-nob-Canadlan Coneen-at.ivea, Nationa11ete, aD4 dial• 

dont Liberals to elect an independeDt bloc of Quebec atabero 

to tbe nouae ol Co~•• Uad the election r eaulte4 lo a near 

cveo epllt ln seate bet• o•n ld.borals IUld Corusorvat.tvea , aour...a•• 

FJ"CDCb.Cana41an bloo could have been crucial to tho formatioD 

ot a t oVemiMilt and .bafluntial on t llat Hore. Tbe ContJe"atl~e 

Yioto,.,., howe•er, wu too ... •Pins tor that. 1Un.ntnc 134 •eat• 

to 85 tor the Ltborala, 7 the ComaervatlYN wore in a poe.ttloo 

to I O"tem lt on}¥ a handful ot Quebec •IIbera votoct witb th ... 

ThO election of l Ull • J.tnouod t.be dotoat of a sovornment beaY117 

1
Hugb Thorbum, l~artr ,,.,littea in Canada, (Scarborough, 1067) 1 

P• 223. 
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Clepon4ent on Quebec auppori in tuour ot one with cnate~ , ...... 

4ors to l nore Freneh.Canaclian aona1billt1ea. Douruaa, alw~ 

in a minority in Quebec, (o.-n in 1011) 1 tailod in hle atteept 

to turo the Queb~ CoAaorvat1vos into a Freooh-caoedtan .party• 

to4epen4ent ot the £ncllaJJ,..,spoatrJnc Gonael"Yativ... Th4t dee in 

lor office on the part ot eaD.Y of ble te::tpOJ"4J7 alliee an4 tbe 

fear in Q•bec that bloc voting by I'I"'nch CanadtaM would pro­

~t• eouoter bl~e YOtiDC by the £ns11ab majo•it1 • .. happened 

in 1917 - ....-. aleo facto~ in the failure of Douruea•a ao-... 

Freacb Canada ... condomoeu to minority etatu. ln both qajor 

political partie& 1ft Otta••• Tbe fail~ of the Hatlonalieta 

to create a distinct Freneb.Canadian bloc to federal politic. 

reaul te4 In the lollgetora retreat to provincial rlghta tluat was 

to lorna the centrnl cballeoce to Canadlu federaliam tn. the 

J'Oar& to CO!Ikte 

Tbe p,..._ and the PoliticlaM in Quebec. 

In l'r<meb. Cana4A at tho end ot the n1Doteenth centU17 

many C<lueboc politiciaoa o-.d or edited newap•pora and ma117 

newapapermen nnt into po-lltJ.c•• laraetl Tarte, tbe Mln1ete• 

ot l~lic orka, o.ned La Jlat~1e ot Uontroal Wl4 ueod lt u a 

plottona trom abicb to attuck tbe Liberal govomatOnt cttor bia 

s plit with 14urier in tho tall ot 10021 ••l"V'inS tlntt 06l a 

ruomber or both tho Uouao of C~• fU1<I t lto Quebec l_,ielature , 
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Douraeaa deriv~d hia wain po11t1oal influence after 1910 Ire. 

bis oditorehip of Le O.V0!£1 Art hur Danaereaa, tbo editor ot 

L! {Teaee ot •tontnal, wloldecl great influence 1n th• Conee"a­

t1Ye Party in QueMc lb the leoo•s and IBI!tintained a cloae rel.­

ttocsbip with J,4. Chapleau, the Quebec PartT leadert8 Ero.et 

l'acau4, editor ot Queboc City•• Liberal orcan .t. Solell, ...,. 

fl clO&e friend ond a reculM" con-oapondent of Laurier. Tb .. e 

ttnr outatandifta eaaea 111\Mitrate the interrelation of polltiee 

and jou.mcalU. tn f'I"'flch Canada in our period. 

It appears that t~ political an4 journaltatie wor14 

in QUobcc wu aaall enough that tbe tnatn1 and even aeo,y of the 

aeconclar7 fiprea no aade them up wore well knowo to oae aneth-

er. Tbu cooditioo, of couree, -... enhanced by tho aeo•• or 

laolation and •olf•reliance tb1.t Freneb-epqk1ng C0111la811\y ill 

Canada hAll al••T• experieftCod• lt 1e to be expected that the 

po11ticiana abel journalist& ot such a national p-oup .. " noute­

ly naro of on.o another and were influenced directly by· 

each other's ideas • • 

The Frencb languace lUnra-papers in Queboc ~ended to 

be 011fte4 b,- loeal 't.intereeu and to be attached dinctl:r to 

aome pol1t1~al gro~ina• Tretflo U.rthtaU~JMt of Montreal owa­

ed La t~a! duriDI its transition fro a ConaervGtiYe •upport• 

er 1n tbe 1800' • to a Liberal 8upporter b7 1904. The C~ 

VQtivo p al)V ilf'··St·r •Hyacintke, JA Courrter de st, urac.intbf, 

wu very 'IUch a one.....an operation, publial•ed end edited by 

~a Presse , 16 December 1001. 
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J. de L. Tache. ThO\agb moat ot tho pnpon in 4'Uebeo aupported 

ottber tho Llborale or the ConaorvotlY~e, exception• did oaiat. 

Thoro wore tiny tndepon4ent weekltea auch 88 Le Prosreo du Syu!N!T 

1n Cl\tcoutlad or Le Loc St, Jc:um 1n Robervola thoro were l)itr-

sonal organs nuch u La J)otr.le tbat. tol l owod tholr owner in 

and out of political partiea. There waa t he Nat ionalis t proaa, 

Le NAtt nn4l1stt and Le Devoir, t hat represontod a political 

approach t bat ran counter to t hat of oitber party. Political 

pnrti oanaht p was the general pattern and tbero 1'tO.S little to 

c orntlaro with tho c~oretal and relattvoly obJectlvo proaa 

of a later tta.v. Jt can bo auroiaod, under t bo Cii"CUOWttancee , 

t hat tllo c0t~a0n asswnpttona and aspiration• ot the pol itical 

Quebec ' • noqparaers and t hat ttlu public olC)'lreaaion was tm-

portant ta influencing ,the people ot t ho province. 

It i e the purpoee of t hl e atuq to oxamino the 
-

Att1 t udes of 1-'ronch.C.o.nadi ftlla to th.a quost1on of imporial 

defence during t he period t roa tho outbroak ot tbe Boer or 

to the boginnin of orld ar 1 b1 a e tudy of a variety of 

lt"'rencb- lnnflUAgo nowcpopern in tho flNVinco of ~noboc • An 

nttompt will be ~,do to d1acover t he relation botwoen t he 

imytorial defence l aauo and the i aaue of Jt·rench CAnada • • 

attit ude to Confcdoratim1 Wld tho emptre. Tbo importance 

of political affiliation in abapin the at,titudoa ot tbe 

ecmwun.lty toward tho Q.Uoation will a lso bo examined. 
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Special attent-ion will be po14 to ~he development of the J,lberal 

cpe tor pan..Ca.na<U.un nationhood and of t ho Nat:t.onaU.at caa. 

tor bl-no.tional federation , on the pages of Quebec ' • non­

tmpent. 

~be pres• has alw~a beeo oonaiderod an t.portant 

barometer tor causing eo-eallod ,.public opinion" with regard to 

aociol or political queationlt, The h.letortan, bowover, t~MU~t 

be aware of wbat thine• he ann rooeonably conelude fro a a t udy 

of t he public pre••• Be .ust realise, from the outaet, that 

tho pre&a 1a never a t lrror ot the epoctru. ot attl~udea hel d 

about political laau&a by the gener al ~ob11c. In that aenae, 

to cons ider the prees a. a diroct moaeure ot " public opinion" 

will alw~a bo d ialead1ns1 juet aa lt is incorr.ct to gause 

the opinions of an electorate aolely by tho iaeuea which the 

politiciAns debated ln an oloction ca.paicn• 

Journallata , unlike tbe conoral pnbltc , arc apoelal­

iata at havtns and exproeetnc op tntona. By tbe nature ol their 

work , tM7 a,.. more kno.-ledgablo and etol"tt coneelotta of po11ttcal 

evcnta and their ~11cattona than the cenerol publie . lepeclal• 

ly tD 4 ••tttna where nowapapera were tied vor.y directly to 

political parties aad po11t1onl ttgurea, oueb as tbe time u4 

place we are e~iGtnc, •• often are be1n« ox~oaed to Ylowpolota 

of tbe politlctnn• to t he pa oa of tho popular pre... Th1a, ot 

course, con make a study of the prose a useful undertaking. 

llore we aro olton • ttncaa ins t ho trial balloons of public 



t.1gure•J the developaent of the ideoloctea of politica l 

p~ieat \ho rationale whtcb tho politiclana believe will 

be mo•t etfaet1vo to expl aining part 7 policlea to tb• publtoa 

the relative iaportoneo wblcb t he political eOnDunity seea 

in one io• ue as oppoaod to another. 

Eveo boro , tbe rolatlonablpa that oxiat bot~een a 

newepapor Dlld a political PClrty are c omplex. Otten perwonal 

llkoa and diallkea on tho part ot the editor and bia relatioa• 

ahlpe with politicAl ttguna attoct editorial f)olicy. The 

location of t he nnepaper • Whether it aerYH a 110tropolitu 

centre or a amall communitys wbotber it 1e located at a aeat 

ot cove.roment • will all atfoet the type of political eventa 

eoverod in ita pages and tho blae ot the nenpaper. 

Tbe p.reaa provicJea a valuable tool in meaaurln& the 

development of French..Conadian attitudes totrerd tho queatioft 

ot ialporial defonce between 1899 and 1914. In ita pagoa we 

tiAd a ~-to-d_, record of the development of tho ldeas of 

political p-oupe in French Canada towarcl the ia8UOe 

13 
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In the montba prior to tho out.broak ot tho Boor War 

ln October 1809,1 the Vroncb..Coraadian proH was aonerall7 fav­

ourable to tho Britiab connection. To be s ure, Quebec ' • edltona 

were always • ar.J ot any aebeme tbat micbt draw tbe empire too 

clo•ely tocotbor; but tho tr~dttlonal internal solt•goveroment 

whtch Canada bad known ainoo Confodoratlon wu eAtielactol";1• 

There ere thoao who drcaoed ot a tar ott todepondence, but 

naoat o41tora conceded that Canada was not yet lar o enoush or 

powerful enough to go i't alone. Ueaidoe1 tbe nrlti•h cormoctlon 

waa a uaeful guarantee ot ti•rencb-Conadian righto acalnst poe­

aible oxcoeaos ot e ng lieb Canada. 

In tbe a4tter of itP,porial ttofonce, Jobn A. Macdonald 

had reeognlao4 that Ccmo.dct would have to becoeo involved tn 

wars thAt threatened the ea~pin aa Cl t~hole1 and Laurier had 

plodgod that: 

••• tf the day abould over come ••• whon England abould 
bavo to repel toea, l u qulto sure that. all Orltlab 
aubjecta, all over tbe world, would bo only too clad 
to c ivo her what help tbe;y could ••• a 

Such general cOt::Ditmonte , cepec1ally when they had oenr r•aulted 

1D tbe eond!ng of Canacliao combotants to a <Ji•tant imperial 

war, wero scarcely a cona~ant prot~ence in tho French-canacU.u 

consciouanoae. Inetoad tbo ~erial yoke .. emod light indeed 

~~ald Crotsbtan , John A, ~bcdonalth . tbt Old Ch1ettata, 
a ~Toro~to, lOG$) , P• •11. 

Coaltada, lloueo of Comnona liobotea, 1800, G lf'eb1"UQJ7 18901 P • 1216. 



u evidenced .lD t.hia editorial in La Prea!!, the todepeodht 

Ccmaorvattvo ~1ontroGl daily wttb tbe lar eet ctreulation lD 

French CanadA 1 

lG 

••• aou. l ' eftlcace protection de l ' Analeterro, lot 
Cana4iena- traac;a1e, ao 4oveloppent en p•ls et. jout.aent 
ent.l&rement 4e leur$ d~lta.3 

l4 l'reue used tbo ocoa.ion of t.tueen Vlctorta•e 

otshtletb birthday to eo.ment that.s 

Soua eon ~ID• t •Ancleterre a eta no~ aeulement 
alorleuae, tlaia pure et respectable . 

The next day tbo Mon~real ne .. pape~ r.port$d a crowd 

ot t•enty tbouaand in t.bo city to celebrate the Queen•• blrth­

dq. :s 

ut durin tho~• .ontha LG Preaae etood atron&ly tor 

Canadian autonom,y aa well •• tot- tho Brlt.teh connection. On 

29 MAy 1899 an editorial eoanenteda 

l ' lua ftue j«aais peut ... &tre, lea chota oon~di.ene doivont 
aont.rer de la te~te, et tonir intact le dipot de noe 
droi ts ot de notro aut ... nollle • Le teaap e t p-6 o~ 
le Canada, aua.l blen que l~a autrea coloniea etaieot 
reaardie, comme e~loa plAaet.ea entraloOee de njceeatti 
4ane l ' orblte t-.pOrl~lo.G 

L'~Yino.ent of Quebec City, a apor leaa allele and 

more opinionated than La Preese, oleo concerned lteelt •ttb 

imperial rolatlons. Owned ADd ocJited by "L. J • Demore et r.'hn" , 

L' EY6noment wao a atrongly partisan Conoervatlvo paper slven to 

foudtng with ita Liberal rival Le Sololl and frequentl7 no\ above 

contradic.tins past odltorlal policy 1n tho tnteroat ot acorlns 
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pointe ac•~•t ita political opponents. Perhaps troer lD the 

raoN provincial setU.nc of Quebee than tn sophisticated Montreal, 

L' Ev6n!f!!!!t• Wllib t.a Presae 1 talked openl:r ot CaMdian inde­

pendence. But L1EYQnoatent d14 not expect independence to eo• 

soon. On 20 ....,. 1899 an editorial atatoda 

Le but du Canada dott &tre1 ou plut8t eet ct. reetor 
attacb4 l l 1emp1.ro brttannlque1 non pu t.nd6finlaeat 1 
mate oaa•• lonst.-p• pour aocrott~e ••• fore._, d6ve1-
opper ••• reeeourooe et en ar.rlver 1 obtenir lee ftOreaa 
do p.roclaer et 4e 110intenir aon indeponclance. Car 
noua ne po•.wona ooua tatN 1 1 ' tdie que c ' eat la d•• 
tiolte de •1otre pqa, de rester toujourw au l"MS 4e 
colonie. Ti t ou tard la aoparatton so produtra, 
a6parat1on pactt1qoo1 noua l'oaporona do tout coeur, 
et alore le Canada pourra pr.ndre rcns au noabre dee 
nationa llbree et in~pendanta.7 

Durinc the awaer ot 1899 whe the el tuatioo in South 

Africa began to detor1orat• aod to threaten war, the Frencb.Can-

cadian press exproeae4 alal'W at the l)oae1billty of Canadian in• 

volvoment. ••rencb CanadJ.ana oppaaed pa.rticlpation, tn part 

bocauee tnoy feared the emerceftco ot an imperial to4erat1on 

baaed on a combination of •ilitar7 and poltt1aal ~erialta.. 

Tbo,y aaw in the n.ow imporioliH ot Colonial 8ocretaJ7 Jo11epb 

Ct~erlaf.Q a caor al ene.-g thAt ..,.., ill o. n. Skelton•• phl'alre t 

"nal"'"owly raaial". 8 A tnct~r in Ji'rench CanAda1a apocific 

oppoai tion to war wao the too line t bat the Uoere wore the Yic• 

tt.. of Anglo-Saxon imperialism in South Africa ; that all the 

Boora 4ea1recS, tn tact , was to l"etfttlin "&t~Altres ehea owr"J that, 

abovo all , tbero wa.e ao uncoettortably cloae parallel bet•eon 

~he bietor,y of Fronch Canada end tho bl$tory of the Doora. 

7L•Evltnemont , 2G May 1899. 
8 o.o. Skelton , T!to Lifo a.nd Lottom ot Sir Wilfrid Laurtgr, IJ 

(Now Yorl:, 1922) , P• 62. 



Oft lG June 1699, beforo the Canadian pYel'ftiMnt hacl 

1u on.v otq tnYolved it.-olt in tbe South African. situation, 

L' Mnemont run an article "hicb drew the parallel bet•oon 

the Frcmch Canadiarus Cld tbe Doere 11 It atated: 

11 

Ce que l'on dit des Coo~dleaa-fraoQat. • •applique 
bien plue juatuent l uo peuple dont l•etat politlque 
ft 'eat paaa eane priaeoter quelque analocto avoc eWI1 
cmtour6 qu 'J.l oat par la ""- nation eovahiasante et • 
~tanto qui e•etforce do auppr~r cos llbort&a, 
s• lancu•• eoa u8Agea et do l'abaorber eoua le tlot 
toujoura crolaaaDt de Ha ....... d ' '"igrauta. Je 
veux parlor dee Door& do 1 'Afrique auatrale qui, 
loa l&Ut lndeP4tndaoU. dADa l ' Oranse et lo TranaYaal, 
1 .. autree aujeta brltanotqoea dane la colonie 4u 
Capt ont l aoutentr lea .:... lutt.. - avoc lea coupe 
de tuaila en plue • que loa Canadlena-fraD9aia ott 
c~ cos ilemtora, no par-viRAODt 1 eo IDAintenlr 
que srace I lour ahon4ante nataltt6 . o 

At tJao end ot Jul1 18901 PritDo Hioitder l..t.at.U'lor, 

aeeonde4 by SU Cbarle~t Tupper, Leader of the Oppoaitioa1 

moved a reaolutlon of avpport ror Drttaln in tbo South .African 

criale. n. paaaqe ot this motion touched off o torront ot 

critical coaMI.\t iA the F~anadian preu. An artlolo Ill 

La r £9" ! at.atod oo 1 AU4;Wftc 

te pre.t er mtnlatro a 4emandi 1 aes f1d31.. de 46-
clarer que lee Ooore n'•vatent pas le droit d';tro 
maltrea cbea ous, ai "-• Chaoberlatn ne trou.vait paa 
la oboe• I eoa ere. 
11 a fait pnaeer ane riaolutloo pour approuYer 
JoJ. Joa. Chamber latA de "bullc!ozertt le pNaldont 
Krugor ot d 1abuaer do la force num&rtque dee 
tl"'\IftO.\l Antlaf,aea po\11' i oraaer un pet1t peuple 
'rev. ot vatllant qul 4ite~4 aon torrltolre •• eoe 
prlvllls•••lO 

9Lt£yon!l!!!}t t 15 Juoo 1899. 
10£4 PrM&O • 1· Augwat 1809 .. 



Ccmr=Rente on .n4tional and ltltpor1al politlh •ore by 

no m ana ll~ttcd to the daily papon in the cities in 1899. 

18 

In st. rt.raclntho, a town ot ten t houaand, t birtJ'•Iivo aile& •oat 

ot Montreal , J. 4• L. Tache publiahed tUU1 edltecl th• eta~ 

Coaaenatlve Lo Coun;!•r de St, nmtn.tb•• Appearlfttc three 

tt.e• a week (roduced to a weekly 1n 1006) I.e Coun-1!£ covered 

federal u nll aa PI"''Ylnolal poli.ttca, pasa ing jUde nta Oft 

both 1n a •p1r1t ot lnte~~perate partlunablp that exe .. dect that 

ot L'Et anement. 

On aG Aucuat • te Courrler launched a tierce attack 

on the Boutb African r•eolutloo. An editorial aatirloally 

recAlled Laurier•• stat~nt at the Dlamoad Jubilee ot 1897 

that he wu "Drlt1ah to the core" , Aftor condnaDillS t he 6out.b 

Atricaa policy 'ot Colonial Secrot~U"'Y Joeeph Ch•~Htrlain, tbtt 

article pointed out th-e •11D1lar1ty of the 'l'r:-anavaal and Canadaa 

each lived boalde a powerful netchbour, the Trane•aal beatde 

the Urit.tal\ Empiro1 CAD&da bctslde t ho !1nlte4 St.toa. Aaaertinc 

that the Doel"S weJ"e A&ld.r•& tor t he r.tsbt to remain n•tt.roe 

cboa no•"• I.e Cou!"l'ier cooclud..tr 

Quo lo• d6put&e do lcncue aaalalee• dane notre 
parla.et, alent Yo1.• la propoaitlon Laurier, j •at 
q,nelque peioe I le eoasprendre et je no a •oxpllque 
leur attitude que par leu c bauvinia .. llllp6ri al o'\ 
brltGM:lque. 
Mala, qu'll y ait eu, ua canadte .. trtm9aia, pour 
YOter une tolle 110utruoaito, a plua forte raia()ll 
pour la propoaor, vo11: qui dOpu.ee aoo izMsinatioo 
et • coaprihone1oth 
C 1Nt uno taute aco.ndaloueo, irriparable . 11 
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Thie editorial ie notewortb7 oot ool7 a. a dlacloaure 

ol the attitude of Le Courrler toward t he South African eltua-

tlon, but alao u an elJlMIPle of tt1e blghl7 peNonal attacb 

tDGde on the !Tialo Minlater by the Quebec ConaerYatln pre•• 

Tbta t ype of atuclt, often mtafdos •• of Laurier' a atat.emoota 

at *he Diuood Jubilee , ttaa ai1M4 at dl.acreditlng the Prl• 

~JinJ.ator '• .Or<edf).Qtlala u a Ji'ftJlch Canadian. When one con-

eidortt thAt the Quebec Connervotivea had the dlf.fioult~ of 

oppoe1ns the eouotr,r•a flrat Fronc~anadian Prime Miuiater, 

while •utlerlnc frotrt the dlaedvantage of alliance with the out­

apoluml7 t~~~perlali&t Cona•rYatlvea ot £n;lleh Cmada, aueb a 

tact.to beeOIIN lmdenatandable. 

Whil e_ tho coawenta in La Pree" and Le Courrl!£ 

wero to bo expected, the attock on the government'• reeolutton 

by a Liberal paper woa more notewortbt. L 1AYenir du Nofa, 

the otttctal Liberal organ tor tho dtatrtct of Terrebonne , 

was published weottly by duloa douard A1rovoat in st. Joro•, 

a pulp and paper tOft ot s ix thouaand1 thirty-three mtlee 

north ol •aontrool . L' AYMil' was virtually a proto-tn>e ot 

the Nationallat preae ot l a ter years, attacking the Lourtor 

,.overnmoot throu~hout tbe Boer ar tor its cone .. tooa to 

ialperialt.a. Cn 11 August• L' Avenir crtticiaod the &OYern-

ment ae vtuoroualy u bad the Cooeervattvo preua 

ED propoaant cle:.a riaolutiona aympathlquoa ~ 
l•Ausletorre dan& sa 4iopute avoc le transvaal • 
N. Laurier a jou6 croa jeu. 11 a erie le 
pl"'cedent qui poraettro nux autroa colonlee 
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brltaDnlqu011 de •• prononcer. non ••uleaent aur 
notre politlque oxtirleur1 ma1a ..a- aur DOe attaine 
lntirleuree.Ia • 

AltboU&h the Quobee pi"'H continued to e.oment Oil 

the 8outb Aft"ican crista 1!!£ .!!.• b7 Sop~o=ber 181)g ita •1D 

1ntereat wu in whether CcmruJiau ti'OOIP8 would be Hot in ttt• 

went of •ar. On 22 Soptetlber, t. • AYenir du No I'd reported ihat 

a prot~lneot Ontario Conaervatlvo oncl iwlperlallat, Colonel s­

Bugbea , wae dlatrtbuttns • circular tn Ontario appealing to 

young MD to enliet under hi.Jt eos:umd to a brlga4o to ttpt 

in South Africa. In •he clrcultu'"t Jlushe• clait10d that. J .I. Tarte, 

the Liberal Hin18tor of Public 'forka, had proDifted tbat Quebec 

would match ~tarlo Yol unteer tor volunteer. The article atatedt 

11 oat vrat. quo M. Tarte oa t l ,e pn•ler ot a lone­
~ 6\6 lo aeul illiJ)6r 1allat e P""'l lea CaRAdl-.­
fraaQaia et cela pourratt expliquer la contiaD!• que 
notre 11:lniatre dee tnvoux publica f oxpr1m6e l 
M• le colonel Uughea-, relatlYea:Nmt i 1a tol"~Mltloo d'• bataUlon de wlontai.r.a pant1 ... oCMII)etriotea. 
J •utbae que la conttanee • "'• Tarte est o.al plaoi•••• 
;te eula 4oulouren.,.~t aurpria de Yoir un Canadieo­
frADQala inviter eo,; cODJPAtrtot.• l taller collbattN 
lee bravee Doera qut dUfendeat leura to~er. contra 
l ' oo• abie•our anglo.t..13 

Durlnc the next ten ~·• tt .,.. ap:rmrent that wlt.h­

tn allltary oircloa a a.~~galp •aa being waso4 to lnvolv. CaD­

ada dlreetly ebould war break out in South Africa. On 28 $ep~ 

ember k Preeee ren a story reportlQ3 that the Canadian Mill· 

tar.J loatltute tcvo~red ••ndlng 1300 troops to South Atrtoa 

to tbe event of war. An editorial in tbe ear. lsaue atatech 

laE:',Av~nh- (!!! Ngrclt 11 .tucuat, 1800. 
13~., 22 Sept.-b•r 1890. 



S i nou en c~yone lee nouvelles qui nou.e vie:rmont 
de 'l'Ol"''Dto, ou l•atmoaphlre aoteble •• cbareer, 4e 
plue en plua, d •etfluve• eartlalca. le Jtint.tre de 
~. milice a vlrtuellemeot complete ... priparatita 
pour ltenvoi &•un cent1ngeot de 1300 eolclata CQDA• 

cU.ene, 1nfanteri.e, eJ•alerie et ortlllerie • au 1• 
Transvaal; deut1no• lllei"''O)'er cootre lee ao ..... u 

OD lJ October, a aattrioal •dlt.orial tn La Pl'!!!ft 

co.aeotins on the etory that tw.nty thousand Ontarian. ••re 
prepare4 to volunteer tor ae..-vico in South Africa, 1iftkec1 tbe 

question of l..,.rlaliam with the tr-aditional FI'OncboiCaila4ian 

ateu-uet ot t.daraU.on to Ccma4aa 

Yin~ llille Canadleu vont partir pour •• fain 
l'afliN1 et, ea kbus• on noua ..&n• vioat-ctoq 
mille Dovk.bobore pour en faiN 4 .. caygdt.OM• 
c•eat boau la polttique traperialt•t•• 

With all the ru.oure and atat..eota circulatins 1n 

the preaa and ~ llilitar1 Cllld politleal elrclea, it was beeoaa­

ina eY1dent that tbe sove~t would be forced to doclore 

ltaelf on the poeaibillt7 of a Canadian contlftcent for South 

Africa. 1ft an attempt to ~~et apeculatloa on the matter, 

the. PriM Minlatw 1uue4 tbe followlntl etateJMnt to the Globe 

of Tol"'ftto OA 3 Octobers 

Aa l UDde'l"'ttand the •111tia ect ... our voluoteen 
are enrolled to bo \Med 1ft the defence of the Doain­
lon~ '!'bey IU"'O Canadian troopa1 to bo ueed to tis~t 
tor Cana4a•• detoQc•• Perhapa · tho moat wtdeapread 
•laappreheneion 1a that they cannot bo aent out ot 
C·anada. To ~ aatnd lt ia clear thAt caaoa might 
ariae wbeD they •leht be acnt to a torelp land to 
fight . To poatulate • euea suppo•o that Spain 
ahould declare war opon Great Drita.ln, SpaiD baa 1 
or bact, a na~, and that na'7 might bo getting r eatty 
to auall Canada u parot of the empire. SometiMe 
tho beat mothod of deten~U.ng one •a •olf l8 to attack, 
&lnd in that cuo CGDadian •oldiora •tcht certainly 

l•t..a Prosao, 28 Septoober 1809. 
15Jbi4., 5 October 1809. -
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be 11ont to Spain , and it is quito cert•f.n that tbe7 
leeal17 lli&ht bo eo de•patehed k the Iberian PalD­
•ala. The caae ot tbe South African Republic ta not 
CJnalagous. 'l'hero i8 no eonaee to Cana&a, and, al• 
tbo\~h we -.y bo •i~llftR to contribute troope, I 
do not eoo how we COD do ao. Tbon, atn, how could 
wo do ao without ParlicateDt ' a gl"anttna ua t.be IIOJM7? 
We ~tltaply coul4 not do onytblns. In other worda, .. 
•bould bave to ~ Porllument. The GovernNent 
ot Canada ia roatrtctod in ita powoN. It ta ree­
ponaible to Pa&"li.rullfmt, ancl it C4n do very little 
without tbe pei"CClcteion of Parliament.. There b no 
do lbt aa t~ tbe attitude ol the Govorn=ent on all 
que•tiooa that moan monaco to British tntereata1 
but in tltia -c>HeoDt ea~ our lJJaltiationa are ve.,.,. 
clearl7 dofioed. And so it 1a that •• have not offer­
ed a Co.ru:Wlan contlnt;cnt to the heme authorltide • • 
Aa to Canada' • fUl'Olebing a oonttnaont • tbe Oovera­
mont ha3 ~ot dlecuaaed the que \ ion, to~ the r~Aaona 
wbioh I baYe etatod ••• l6 

of koeptnc Canada out of t he Sout h Africao ar, if po .. ible. 

tlbile cacknowled ing t.hcat in a .ajor i.tlport.al war capable ot 

threatoatnc CaDacta' • aatoty , tho coUDtry•a troope eoulcl be eeot 

abroad, U\urter 1111de tt clear thut be clld not eeo the South 

African eituaU.on :la that 'iJ;bt, Uta BtatOblebt Jreasa:lned within 

tbo bounda ol bin aonortll co•ttmont to the defence of the ....,. 

plro1 but attompted t o limit that co~l~nt to maJor t~a'­

to th• eocur1ty of Britain and Canada. Ae had acdonalcl in tbe 

Sudan orieia ot 1885, Laurier wu seeking to keep Canada out 

of local tbreat.a to the empire, that be telt were ot lttUA 

c lose oonc•rn to C.maclian interest.. Laurier, UAlike Maeclonald, 

bcnr.,er, was tacod with t.ho reAlity of the new orialiaa. 

Jlub11o and rrlvatc proaauroa raounted on tbe Cabinet 

to foroo CunAdA to join in tho ehow of bt,per1al unity thAt -

lGTbt Globe, 4 October 18~9. 



•ouaht 1n tho 1'r4118Yul oxpediti\ln. On. 4 Oetobo.r, the .­

day u Laurie.r•a atatee.ent appeared in tho GlO. • C~lonel 

Su Uusboa eon.t. th• l,rl.lle tftntetero a conttdontial note pre:­

dJ.otiQc that the C6Yel"UUeat would aoon giYo •D¥ before the 

demand tbat troop• bo aent. Jtugb• wrotea 

Today I have dropped a note to tho Mail and Et!pire 
ahowlna that it ia foll,- to papera like the wgrl!J 
to keep on a•tackia# fiu for 9!D:Mtign 1 in another 
week · the acttation wt if atrong eaoutth to (ftlaND­
tee y.ou aotinc pro~~ptlJ' . 

Alao on 4 October, the Prtm. Mtniater recotvod a 

telograa from London troa 1>&Yia Alln, a representative ot tbe 

South African Leque t u iaal>ertalS.t orcantaatlon inaplred b7 

eeoil Rhodee ~ rt atatetta 

CCKlfidential baYe beat ... aaoaa for uyiftS itQperW 
sovero.ent would cor41all7 accept fro. y~~ sov•~ 
~~ent otter DOO tntaat17 oo. bMJ.a ot ach.._ tor .. ..,_ 
Ylce and tiDAnco 3•~ arranged b7 war and colonial 
ot.fieo•• Nov Zealand and Queonalond contmconta 
bftv. boon accopted. 18 

The next d~ Laurier replied to Bugbee' letter, re­

Yoalins th~t ho wna already bodsing on bia etatc~t of two 

c1qa boforo. Be Ct')DDOnto4l 

• • • I bave not :tet MOde up 11\Y mind to any c ouree • 
1'here u mue.h to be •aiel in favour of .n ~edition, 
11U01l to be •1d af:&inat ••• lapertal authoritiea 
~bemaolvea are at11l moYlDI Yery alowly. 19 

During the 10 daJ• bet~eon the appearance of the 

Laurier atatoaont of :S Octobor end the ordor-in-counoil of 

14 October, the Liberol prooa in Quebec tried to hold the 

17
t.tt.\.lri(tJ' PAeon, BugJtea t~ l4urior, 4 Octobor 1890, S•riea A, 37831. 

18tbid., Allen to Laurier, • October 1899, Seriee A, 37818. 

ltlbid. t Laurier to llughea, 5 October 1809, SoriH A, 37835• 



llne the t~rilae M1nlato3r bad aet down. On 10 Octobor1 !:A Patrie 

ot ntreal , tbe personal orsan of J . I. Tarte, G()Cuaed tbe 

ln&liah...CUru!ien Conee"atlve preaa ot •ingllnc out Laurier tor 

c.riticiam to ap.ito of tt!c fact t hat t he l.r.nlli8h-aJ)4tak1nC ma3or-

1 t,- in the cabinet aleo •~ported tl:te govel"'fttHnt ' • poll.c.i•• 

Ll:wr1er waa atteckecS boc4wae ho waa o1 lt"Nnch oJ"t.gSA and. fro. 

tbe provioco ot Quebee • uecriH '-be article. 20 Even tboup 

t~ soverncent misht well he forced to alter it• policy on the 

aeo4tns of a Canadian coot1Dgont1 La Patrie oo.attto4 itaelf 

qaiDet eucb a COU1"8e oA 11 October. An editorial wal"ftecl thata 

at l e cabbet Laurier oGt prta our lui la roaponaa­
b111ti ct •on.c~r 1 1 avenlr ctu Cano4a1 en envo;yant 
au Transvaal , aux £rata cle 1 ' £ .. t , un contingeot 
allltaire, noue eG.eiona oo~ .. polltique. 
Loa Cbambroa , lea ropr6aentanta du peuple1 OAt un 
droit abtlolu ct•at ... con•ultAa en P""lll• caatlln 
avut qu1aucurte action ae aoit prlee. 

In tho same laeue tbo paper repo~ted a speech b~ lte mentor, . . 

J .x. Tarte at t he Montreal l~ofono Club in whlcb the Minlater 

had etatod that i t wu not in the couotey•a interest .to beco. 

inYolved 1n the war 1n tho T.....:aavaal . 22 

The euo dAlY •• theeo article• •Pl••arecl in Montroal• 

tho :rotroat of tho L1berala ~ revealed on tile trol\t pa,se o' 

lA Solei11 the par'tJ ' O orcan in Qu.bec City. ~ctlted by .rne•"t 

Pac:.aud, a clo:Jc ~1.10nol friend ot Laurie&-, Le ,,1&11 wae the 

Liboral Part1 ' • moat reliable eupporter .in French C..nada clurinc 

the Doer ar. The papor ran tlu-ee etoriea on Jh1t;e oM on the 

:ttubject ol Ca;,.cadlan inYolv~t 1n SOJI•h Africa, and moat 

:La P(ltrie, 10 October 1809 . 

221bld •• 11 October 1899. 
~·• 11 ·octobor 1899 . 



curtotwl7 the second ot the U\ro~, ~eived Juat before proM 

tt.e, contrndicted the ttr.t. 

Tho tln;t atory <tetendecl Laurier troa Cenaen-attve 

crttlcle• tl~At he h.-d not yet offered nrttatn military -u­
t.Mce in Soutb 4f.r1c4. The avtlcle mintmi .. d the pNaeat crtafA, 

potntina out that war bad not f'Ot heft declared and tbat. the 

n.-.U.tah '*d not yet ca11e4 for Cane41u Msietanc•• It 1a 

alsnlf1caot however, that. te Sole!! ~id not eoek to defend 

Laurtor' • potU tf.on by referring to Ill• etateMnt. ol oon­

iftt.enent lon printed in the Globe elsht da.Y• before. In 

anawertns Conaor.oti~• c~iticlam Le Soleil atateda 

Et parce que Sir Wll-tr14 et aon pUYeme.ent. n toot. 
pu Moore fait partir 4e troupea cau;uadieoDea poUI" 
le 'l'raneYaalt JJAJ'CO qu1lla attendent , au GOWt que 
1a au-rr. .-ott diclaNe et que le pn6ral anglaJJt 
eolt au eotaa p4rtl1 Sir Wilfrid eet reprieenti par 
cett.e pre .. o YM~e coaao tm l&cbe, fu.yant le 
c~ de bataillo. 

Si£Diflcontly1 ~~ 841!11 4ld not choose to d•!en4 

Laurier tor daoidio~ agoin$t eendin« troope 1 e poaition be ... 

now on recol"d u hAYin8 adopt•d• bot clof"Oncled him tor not '»ret " 

havt.ns decided to aend troopa. It is likely that t.e &Soletl ... 

awClrO of the ebutfilns thot waa taktDc placo 1n Ottawa oD tu 
ieauee tt 1a poaaible tbat tlte author ot thu article ... 

alread7 privy to iDfonaaticn that wu due to become Dna in 

e~e taeue of the l)at)Or• In tbe next col\all ot t • lroat pqe1 

Dlf 4ole11 , 11 Octobo,- 1899. 



.- etoey IIQJ'!t.ed "plus N~ent" oppoar(h.l. '1'14-o unaicuod a.rt.tolo 

wu b.adlinoct, uLt AnslotelTO dewmde l • aide du CanAdA" . It 

atatocl• 

Je ti•na d ' exeoll ento n•1tor1te que lo goovernOJDent 
~rial a to~Wellomont cleauldlt au puvemeJaOnt 
canadien aon atdo ~~~ la eampogne qu' il •ntreproacl 
oont'C"e lo TI"GDRVaal. I1 otfre do pQ'er toutoe l .ea 
dipeoaoa de en troupes. 
lA anuvorn..aent cancutten acquioe<;a dana cea conc11t10M, 
I lA 4o ande do la ml&.-potrie. 11 sera exp6die 
ince$•~t paa moiPs de millo ot p~obablamont deua 
mille aoldate oanAdieaa oo Afrique. 
lA depart denia a *oj\81"01" a•ant le 31 octobre. 
t..a• troupoa aoront co..anctioe par 14:• eolonola Ot t.er 
et Le....,..4. Ellee p .. aeront par Qu6t.e en route 
pour LlYei"JU)ol . 
J.oa capaSI!iH eoront de 125 hotiiH• comprenant lea 
otfio1•1'8•14 

'lhie atoey, whioh .._ dateltno4 "Ottawa l l Octobor'' aa pub-

11ahe4 tlte eaoo &q aa the PriMe Hiniate..r received a toloer• 

tro .. l40Ddon intoJWinc b1• that the Doel."a bad proaonted ar. ul• 

tillatUDl and that war wae U.tnont. 23 

The etgna that a chanee ot policy wu c 01111Ag 1\44 bcea 

botore the pubU.c tor a •oek. ln poU.t1cal circles the a pecula­

U.on -.t bAve boen tnte..-o. Under the$ circuta&tanc~a, the 

hard line thAt J , I ·. Tarto an4 hia otura paper l4 Patrio took 

tJ•rousbOut t lteH c.la;ra , tn op;xJsitJ.on to tl\o oondlns of a con-o 

tlnaont , aC.1rred a .nwo•tr tbat tbe :linioter ot Public · orka •u 

about t.o sp l it with I..aurior. Tho Nle tbnt 1'11rto plu.yed durJ.nc 

c. tall ot 1801l WaD a ouriot.~S ono. ln hie cireulu callina 

Cor volunteer• in o.atario• SaJA Uu~hoe hAd aooo Tarte~ " aodJeJ!' 

~~ th~ !Bper!al Pot1e rction LoQ&Uo , aD an ally in Queb e . »urtna 
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tho poriod J.Qtlodiatoly prior t o tbo r,overtul:lent or4er•in-eoWJc11 

on 13 October h0nvor1 Tarte more t han an7 other covernmcnt 

apoho$MIAO oppoeed the ao.uJing ot a cont ingent. Indeed, 

J • .s. WillMon of tJto Glob wu to c~nt in a letter to Lau.rior 

on l ti OCtobort 

• •• tbt"'ugb bla epcochea ( Torte • a) in Montreal and 
tho utte.rancoa ot l.a l)atrie it U1la ~do to look 
in Ontario cua t boqh ho wore loo.\llM the covom• 
Mnt an4 ) ou wil.l r¢r.er..lbor that ho w talkint 
b ile other mtniatorc were ailont and properly 

a1lent. 26 

OD 13 October, the ~ ot the cN elal cabinet IIKtot-

i ns, La P~!f! stated• 

• • • 11 appen qu • tl 1' a eo l saioa du goUYem ... a t, 
aur cette queatlon, et que M. Tarte a .a.. aooaoi 
de 46riaaiouer, ai 1 ' on 40cldatt 2q•oaYoy•n" du 
troupe• canAdleranea au Tr anaYUl. , 

Tbour;h unable to prevent Canacllaa ptU"tioJ.pat1on 1n 

the •aa-1 Tarte a l plt1caot17 atteoted the preaentatioo ot tho 

decielon to tbe CaAadian people.28 The covemMt'lt acned t.o 

equip and tranaport volunteel"S up to one thoueand fleD on 

condition that they be 1neorporate4 tDto tho Dritleb ~· 

The order-~ounell autborlziQc the cootlngoot ran ae tollowaa 

Tbe PriMe Minl et•r, in Yiew ot t he well-known 
dea1re ot a g"at many Canad~ana wbo aro roa<l;y to 
\Ake ael"'f'ice tU\dftr aucb oontlitiona1 ie ot opinion 
thAt t he t10derato expenditure whic h would thUa k 
involved tor the equi~t and trAft8port ation ot 
eueb volunteora may r.adily be undert~ b.1 tbe 

2G !!!!•• Willison to Laurier, lG October 1890, Serlea A1 3813G. 
37
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G(Jvemmont of Canada 9 lthout euanonins ParllNMnt, 
capecially ao eucb on oxpendtturo un4or such clr­
CUC18tonc~e , cunot bo I'Of'.arded aa a depal"ture tro~a 
tbe woll• known prittotploa ot conetttuttonal covorn• 
ment and colonial practic•, nor c ooatrued u a 
procodont for futuro actton. 39 

Laurier bad ctveo in to the 4ocond for CanAdtan 

participation , 1n a pite ot hla earlier lntontlOD to keep the 

country out ot tho war. Uopetully, however, by etroeatns tbe 

llmlt~4 nature of Canada'• involvement• the Llberole could 

prevent aertou. 4S..attection in FreDCb Cana44. On 14 OctoMr 

tho Liberal pro.. in Quo bee began ral \yinc to the new sovem­

raeot policy. J..e Soleil eimply l"Gl'l o nna etoey that e latned 

tho ro~oos for the order-tn-aouncll . 30 .. Patrto endoreed 

the now policy becauae of the provta lona that the troopa were 

morol,- boing ~iaed tor tbe Urltleb and that tbe mon 414 

not cooetituto a procedont. La r atrle atate41 

l.e couvomoCMnt avalt 1 dioldor entro deus politlquoaa 
l •eovot otticiel d ' un oootlngent aux trata du p~•• 
ou le paiement des pasaaaoa et 11babtlement de ceua 
q"l ont manifesto lo diolr d ' allcr aombattre au 
TrensYaal ••• 
L' eovo1 4 'un contingent a 6t4 mia do cite. 
f.tais lo aouYol"ftef!1Cmt a ern qu ' ll ne pouvait retuaer 
de talro los fr~1• de poanag .. de d 1accoutro ot 
dea volonta1roa uxieux d ' allor • •onr01er aoua le• 
dro~eaux de l ' armie brltannlque. 
La r9eolutton 1 laquolle Blr Wilfrid et ••• ooll:sue­
eD eont venue, n • enca«• co pay• & aueune action pour 
1 'aventr. :u 

La Patrie wAs mnrshalllrla lta ~te to prove that 

it had not ~one baok on the solemn stance taken on its edt'tor­

ial paao onlT threo clclya before. 'l'he paper lltld .oved from the 

29 
30o.o. &kelton, op. Cit., 11• P• 88 
31Lo Soleil, 14 October 1890. 

LG ••atrie, 14 October 1890. 



poaitioa ot "No taxation •ltt-,.out repreaontotlon" to the view 

that Cont.ufa could equip and nond brtaa4• to tist\t ill Drl tain •a 

wora proYidod t.bo men be volunteoN ond tbat CanadA take no 

Haponaiblltty for the• on(!e they nachod tho field ol battle• 

Tbia notion that Canocla •aa eMrol7 nlateJ troope to~ Brlt.dn, 

along wlth the idea that hor pre•ent action aid not cout.itute 

a precedent won the concessione to Quebec neodo4 to aatut7 

•tr. Tarte and Le Patrlt• 

Tho Coaoorvat·t.vo 1)1"08& ot tho provJ..noe was quick M 

4raw attention to Tarte •• retreat troa bie bravo apeeoh at 

the Montreal notol'llt Club. OD 21 Oc:tobor L•Eveoftlent1 wbteh 

bnd not prevto•11' COti'OOntecS on the ¢ovoromeot •• docia.lon to 

eend troope, reprlotct4 an utlcle t~ LG Courrlor 4u Canada, 

a ncwapapor o~ited in Quebec City by ConeorvatlYe Tb()ft)U Cbapala. 

The article udo ll;ht ol !:" Patrie ' • acc•ptanco of tho new 

policy& 

•• •!e Po.trle qut depute dlx joUl"81 combat touto 14ie 
do co sonro, '* .rat;!• ditt trea bien • 
.St "lt Tarte no Mtt lontte pM • 
Voila le apeetablo ri41cule et honteu quo lea 
chefs llt>ereux doanoot 4e}ml8 qutneo jouro. Jla 
ont rip'hoa pour la suorrc Ia toe tlque 1 our a 
riueal uno tols pour la question dea cicolea. 32 

The moat cor::aprebowdvc robuko to tho docialon to 

oond a cont1ogont c I roe La Preeae, F'ronoh Can::adA • a largeat 

and ao•t pol1t.leal17 independent news paper. On 14 October, 

La r reaae 4oYoted ita ont1ro f~t page ~d its loa4 editorial 

t.o the South Atrlcan quo.etl4m. On Pa9 ooo 9 1 t carried a 

33~t • t:vgn8Mn), 21 October 1890. 
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hiatOI"J of 'tho Doer people entltlect "Chaa t •Oncle Pcwl" 

<t~aul Kruaor, pn tddent of the TJ"GllGvaal) tbat W48 sytt~potttet1o 

to the Boer ~ 1n lte propar4tiooa to tlgbt the Eng1ieh. 

ID ao editortel £•Loo CORD.diena•fi"GGl-;aia et lo Tra38YAal" , 

La Preeae ftt tor•b lt.a position on the quotion ot Canada' • 

pertieipation in lmporial defoaco and Can4da 'a proper "latlon­

eh.lp to nrttalo. 

The editorial baton by aeHerttna that ''L ' o16aw.mt 

canadien-frGDQOle otait corlainement oppoai l 1 1 COVOt d ' UD 
't 

oorpe ana& ot ootretenu par noue, •• u 

But tllen tho ortlcle Nde o coneeaalon tbat ~ 

French CarmcUana were to cGnt.inue to ID4ko until World ~ or J 

was woll advanced, a coocoG8ion that was to dlvido Fr~nch 

CAOodia.ne on the Q.UOAtion of aperial defence. La l'roaoe 

etated, u 14urler had, tha~ ebould Drltatn be in aortoua 

trouble "ce aeraU. outro cboset noua ne dlncuterlou nl lea 

J.! Pretest qulokb- added tbat t t. beltwecl the propo.rtlooa of 

~bo preeont war to bavo been p-oatl7 •saasorated. 

The eclitorial thotl c:xplaine4 that £ogltatt aoct FreDCb 

Canadtaoa bact a different attitude to imperial defence lD 

Noue• C-4iou-tranQala1 noue n ' a})Parteno.oe qu•& 
· UA p_,.. a lo canaaa., eLe Connda e t, pour QOUif t le 

monde entier, 1-141• les Gl181aUI OAt deux potrtcea 
celle ~• tci et celle ct•outre..mor. l.oura parente 
eont 11-baat ot liens do f illo , souvenirs d ' en­
tanco, appele 4 1un ~ aang, ooble o~~eil de la 
I"GCe, tout lea identltie aux luttoa 4o la re­
patr1•• t.. •Anglaie o •oat dovenu coloniato, que 



31 
pu- 8oft deplacement volont.alres l l 6Wt, priei.t.... 
IMftt d ' ellbl 6e et par JmleeaDCe, fila du ro)'awae 
brl'tallnique. Noua ne IIOIQQCO que colootatee. 

The article pof.Dted out that tbo colonleo bad DO 

1Dtluo.nce ~er Drttlah polie7t 

/ 

.... l ' 4Ull.flAI.a d ' A.ngleterre cout41n-t-ll l t QnalaS. 
dea oo1ontee aOD iaalt Nulloment. Botre voiaia 
de laD4;ue anglaiao aoutfl"8 c-.. nOUit: lei de la 
cliatinotioo. Lea colonlp n• eont qu ua accltteat 
dana l ' EmplN, qui dltllbe~~et eaaa aou& et MteU. ... 
noue. L• 14ee ne •1erutra J.-t..e J un gouvenutmeot 
anglaia de noue cooaul tor anr los SaUdta oo 
l ' exeJ'Clce ~ c1rolte brltamdqueaJ nou. a •~ 
pu 4abs 80ll Parleaol\t pour l ' avlew et , .,...,.. .. an., 
potll' le reatrei.Ddre• 

If Canadiana ••~ colonials w1tbout influence lft the 

. atfnf..loe ot tile fiOtber-countJ11, ~)eO what bad t he motJler.o­

couotJ7 done f ol:' Canada in lte own 4taputeat 

LoHqv- loa tenlen. oat eflVaht le Canada, eet-11 
venu a l ' Angleterro. la tontation romaneeq~ de 
noaa enwo7er dee troupea ou de 1 ' argent t Roo, 
noue ovona totJt ~·· Malcri que 1•-na~ton 
th orsaat.a4• eur le ton-ttoin -'ricata, l ' An&le­
terro D' a p.u doaaandi eux Btate-UnS., reaponeables, 
aeloo le droit J.ntemat1ooa1 1 PAl' leur iftcurie, 4e 
ooua cOI:){)ter uno illdenmltit tau qw.m4 1 .. encltatea 
aoot ))Artie de chez noua potts:- aJ.ler pleJl•r la 
banqutt 4e St. .UbMa, 1 ' 'Aoalote.rn: noua a bion 
applique le princlPO- de la reapooeabillti , eD not.W 
fo~ant l rea't!tuer, ,oou. • .e.u, l "u cont vole par 
lea aucU.stoa. L' Angleterre n,... J ... ia sonc' au 
aootltaent lorequ' ell& a laiaa6 19 Maino • • ;.ro.alr 
aux 4e eu 4\1 tlou.o.au- rick et do l a rro.tnc~ 
de Quibec l lorsqu1elle a peJ'f31• cus £tat.a!uDta de 
noua pren4~ lee otat• doe llltnola , 4u DakOta, 
de oabt.nctots.. cle l •Oricon, le 4AtHlt cle Fuga. 

And them a paa.!laae poinU.nc out that Canada aboul4 expeet 

nothlnS GOre fros Britain 1u tho ourront Alaaka bounclal7 

diaputo. 



8.-.Sns up all the•e issues La ProeM CODClucled that I 

• •• ee n•eet. pu tiD reproc:he que DOua taf.aou l 
l ' Ansleterre. No• ne lui en Youlou pea p1ua 
pour eea oboees que pour le ret.ral t. de ••• troupea 
cU.aparue• detlUla lolaet._,. de Quibeot Hofttrial, 
~ton et. Toronto~ elle .tMe l proJk)a 4 1aclr 
l aa ...nl&re ot. aelott »ea Olt.c c • ••t bl• t100 
:.ftAJrc• Nata c•oat ello, la MIN-Pat.rte, qui 
noua enaetpe -.gemoat S!f' 11 n• taut PM .. ,,... de 
eentlsHnt • pollt:lque• 

Thia editorial 1D. &! p,._._ ie &D !mportant one u 

it 4eals wttb moat ot the ae~te of the imperial 4•teDce 

quea~too tbat were ot coneom t.o French C.uadio.M in the . . 

,...,.. ti"OQ 1890 to 191•• Jt ncol"48 t.be French-Caoadiall 

•uaplcioa of the aentlcttmtal relati<mabtp that oxiatecS betwMD 

£Deliah Cana~ and tbe IIJOtber-ctouotl'7• l.acldq t beeo tiee 

of raeo and tarall-;y • French Canadlaoa tended to Yl.. the 

.oeapin from a utilitarian standpoint• It waa natural ,_. 

thea t.o aak wbot Canndlaoa wen .-.quire4 to eontrlba~ to 

tM empire and wbat thoy • ill Wftlt wttl'e to recetn. Couict-
v 

er~ Conada •a lack ot lntlut~nee So tapertal affaire and the 

lone lut ot Drt.taio' • taUurM to afeod Oana4tan lnt .... ata 

againat the tJnt\-ed States• La Pnt••• eouluded tbat 1ft lib 

faabion Canada ahould oo't I!'U8b to Britatn•a al~ in •••17 

In aplto ot lttJ eonclual011 that Canada ahoulct •tal' 

out of the Bout African •• La Prease conceded, u hod 

Lcur1er, that in t.lme of nrloue perll for -tho e~ire, 4a 

should aettv~ly anptlOrt tbo motber-eountJ7• At bott011• 

ss,. Preese , 1<& Octobor '1890. 



a CoaftJDit:r ot interest between Canada and DFltatn - recoc­

otaed thou a co J.ete coincidence of lotereet waa certalnlJ' 

ctentod. It wa a poeitlon rn"tlonall)"' anlved at and l$ rep"* 

aentod tbc ua'-a conc• .. toa tbat Freocb Cua41ana wen •U• 

I 

Hcrlflce could be e1rpeotect on tho baete ol aucb. a oo.att-

-.nt. Rother thoee who deola4 any reapon•lblllt7 iD t.porial 

defeMe beyond the bordent ot Canada. would be l:l.latly to &•ill 

in tnlluenoe 1o a aorloua e~iata, 

The Liberals in l'"*ltoh CMada bad no 111ua:l.oaa about 

the popularity of the South AtrlcaD • ..,. lD Quobee. luteed 

of Metina the eritlci..&I'Ml of t~ CoueJ"Yatlve pi"'H ctireo'l~, 

tbe Liberal papen t.n4ed h deton4 their policy u the lN8er 

ol two OYila. They d.,..elope4 • peochollt lor quotlDI extreme 

aAtl-Freooh atatementa tl'OID Enc\leh-Couorvattve pap•ra, ill 

the hope that Quebec ttould bo convinced tbat a ConHrYatlve 

govol"'llHDt auld_.. Maatt.era woree at.111• IDdoocl, t..aurter, 

hU..lt, approvod tbis poli"CJ'l :fA a tao to to ~.o. Oavt.ct. b4t 

ooaaontocta "11 oet bon que noa IUDia dane la provt.ne• aaoiWtot 

quela aoot 108 all1ea dCICl ble••"M ~ Llberala bec8110 110 

convinced of ~e ut111t~ of their quotatiooa from tbe Coo­

""at1ve proaa of Ontario t!-.A~ tb.e1' teat.uroel thea lD their 

a4vort1aoaente in Quebec DOftlJP8pera <'htr'1na the •leet1oa 

~o1an ot 1000. 35 
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print in · 

On 11 October l&OOt La r atr!• ran tbo followiq re-

U.ah free the Toronto Nowa c -
Uolotae thtt Britieb..Oanadiene ot the ProYinc:e (Ontario) 
are oNveo•• 'hey wJ,ll not. tolorote a con.4ltloo ot 
aubjeet.ioa to t he FNocb Canaclt.ute , u4 it throuah 
the bellot boxee tb~ la no redress, they wlll tiftd 
other aeana ot omanclpatlng the elna trora the 

1 cloalinance of an 1Ate.r1or people that peoulio.r clr-
' c..-taneoa have placed in authority 1n the nom!DioD. 

La rat~!P co..eotodt 

La amace .S• noua subjuger par les armea, de noua 
r64ulre I t •eaclavage politlque, ne vieot polAt de 
la -jorit6 de la population de ce PI.U'tl• &lle .. t 
1 ' ura do arttclee du. PI'Ocrasae 4u parti tol"1 ~•1 
que 41rigo actuellomont. 
Sir Charles i'vppel"• qui a•oGt nt tonu ni perola uo 
i1cu-«t11 langqo 11 y a db ana, est dcnnu UD lftatru­
..ot entre le• matna 41bo qui n• reculeroat 30 do•ant rien pour an-1nr l leure flna criminellH. 

t..e Solell was also quick to detend the Liborat. bT 

attac:kln& tb• £ngllah..CanatJ1an Conaervativ•• On 18 October 1899, 

tho Liberal newspaper dovoted tt.a entire troDt pap to an 

oaaa-ult on the con .. .-..ative preae ot f:nsliah Canada. Quottoc 

fl'Oil anti~h~dian reeara ln the !!!I• the f orlf, tbo 
.... 

liArailt~n Spec:~. tbct J1aU an4 Etmlre and tbe J1ontnal !!!E• 
Le Soleil aaserte4 that the Liberal proaa ot En&liah Canada bact 

not taken the ...,.. unfriendly attitude to Qu.ehec . The article 

quoted a 'p4rttc'4arly YGDOIOOUS s tatement fi"'m t.he 'toronto N ... 

cb aaee.-ted tbat Ofttario •a 1nt.ore t 1D tho war la,y 1n aYOld­

tns dis"astor to Britiah 4U'fJW ~ioh would eracourO!(e the two 
,...·"" 37 

million French in Canada to follow tho example of tho Boen. 

Findins a t'onrula tor dotendins their policy in 

36t.a Patrie, 17 Oct.obor 1890. 
37 
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Freach Canada, 414 not prot~t t ho Lt.bernla froD lndividual 

The doctelon not to regard the s ending of troope to 

South Alrica aa a precedent , prevented 8Q1 res~tion from 

the C4bl.oet. It atd not, however, prevent ttenri Bouruea , 

the y~ Liberal ••ber tor l..abolle, from roaipiq tro. 

Parliament 1n protoat alut tho doapateb of troopa without 

the callins of Parliaalea.t. 

On 20 Octobv ~ Proflae ran Bouruaa • • letter ul 

naipat1oa on ita troot page . ~ lettor quoted t~ 

Laurier ' • atat~nt ot 4 October that no oontiftc.at ot Can­

adlM troops cotald be aent without the ealliniJ ot Parliament. 

Now tbat aoldioN were being dispatched b)' orde~in-coUDCJ11 

Douruea etated.l 

L•~te a1niater1e1, qui dic..;te 1 ' eru-31e~~eAt et 
1 ' expoditlon de noa troupes , r6•erYO, para1t- il, 
l'a•eolr et ~o cette action d ' ;tre ecnaldirie 
c~ un prieltdent. 
ldt prieident, &Ona1eUl" le mlniatt"e, c•eet lo tolt 
accouqill. · 
Le princt.po en 3eu e$f. J t aldome par excellence 4u 
lib& rat i e tDO anglata, c • oa t la base .a- 4u r6sl• 
pa,rlemen.talrea NO t'AXATION 11110UT R.~,ru..,"; 'rATION. 
£t l ' tmpOt du •ana c088• 1tue la torao la plue 
lourdea 4oa contrtbutioAa publiquea. 

· Jl e •aclt de eavotr • i le Caooda ol)t pdt ; renoncer 
1 aee prerocatlvee a. colonie conatltutlooell o, 1 
•• 11bort6 porlemonto.lro, au pacto conclu o•ec la 
A&tropole apr3a sol.ant.-quloze &n8 de lutt.. - et a retournor! 1' ' tat primit1t de colonio de •• 
Couroone,.. ", loyal , avant tot\t, pardoeaua t.out et 
t oujour.a au Canada, J 'al promla aux 6lecteura de 
GOD cOllto de trAYalllor au pro~ <le aon payer 
aana 4iroser 1 11 .. pr1t tondanental de sa conatltu­
tioo. :s& 

3~ Preaae, 20 October 1890. 



Bourassa • arct..•lnt~ that t ho dlarmtcb ot troop• 

b3 order-in-eouneil marked the ret-.tm ot Canada to tbe atatua 

ot a CI"'WW colonr. Ue bue4 hta opposition 011 tbe ••poet" coo-

eluded with tbe mothor.countnr in 1849 that conceded ft8J>OD• 

elble so•eru~Mmt to Canada. flowl\ere 1.o tho lettor is there 

an~/roterenee to tbo npact., l)c)uraaaa believed t o bYe been 

made botWftll ICQglteh end l' ronch Canadtona ill 1867. 1'bie is 

etpiticant bccaueo it 1n41catea that at. the tiae of bie reeis­

natlon Bourassa felt optiaiatlc onougb to appeal to all Can­

adiana, not jut French Caoadtane, on the «eneral priDeiple of 

"Bo tuatioft wttl\out ropl"'Scmtatlon1f. ne did nof. yot to.l it 

oeeeasaey to appeal to Eoglish t'!anadtana not "to tDfringe oa 

the trel.ll)" of allianoe"39 concluded tn 18G? betnu Caaada • • 

t•o peoples, u be wu to do ill 1901. 

Douraaaa took full adMnt.Gge in hia atat-.ot of 

t lut tact that he ,. baa1fts hia caae on the trad1t1onal view 

of Caftada•e c~itments o ~rial defence. He made the 

etatomo(lt, «JA pree· 4ent. u e *eat lo la1t acc~li" 1n the 

knowledge that Laurier bad ~· the oew departuro aa4 that tbe 

onus for juatiltoation waa oa tbe ~oveniDO!lt. The buic con-

at1tut1onal aaaucrptlon tbat Douraaaa and bta aupponers were 

to J34k.e tbrouehout t hla period wu that Canada as a colony 

of Groat Dritatn enjoyed internal BOlf• govornnent, but bad 

no reaponalbilitie• in ioporiol detonce .avo t he protection 

ot Cooadlan eo11 . 

39tienr1 Bo~a, Groat 1tatn and C4Dada, (M«mtroal 1 1002) 1 P• 48. 



Douraaaa' • Naipatton waa treat.ed as a -~or n • 

event throughout French CAnada-. 4 en the lmnalar Le Pro(!"!! 

do Sa5!!!D!.f1 publlllb•d in Cbieoutt 1, reprinted Bouras• a ' • 

letter to the Prime Mi nlator in full . Thte paper, which ... 

poU.tically independent in the ce.n.ee that it wu noft:!all7 lo-
I 

tCUfCereat to political luu~, approYed Douraua' • act of 

o,ourap ill rca1.(;n1ns. 40 In general, both the Liberal ud Coa­

aorvative preaa of tho province bact dlft14!Ult,- 1ft kno•loS how 

to roapon4 to the Mtaicnat.to, 

lA So1e11 1 t ho Liborul organ of Queboc C1t y1 ... 

tr:mkl,- unaytnpathetic to Bouraeaa. Conce\lina t bat the .-vr 

tor Labelle wu a .an of principle, the paper nat oft to 

justlf7 Laurier•• chaos• ot policy. Le Solell aaaerted tbat 

8ouruaa, 'ta brenklaa publiclY" with Law-tv wu, Ia tact, 

usist.tnc the Couaervatlv•• the rcDl t.mperlaliata. Canada, 

becauso of the 41ttennt ortct.Da ol i te popolatlon , trU a 

difticuit coun\rr to soven:a, end comproaiae tbe ODlJ' ~lble 

coYemtog pr1Dciplo. l•urler, lA Solell cont1o:oe4, bad no 

cboloe but to c tve 1D to the ovenbel~tins aent!Raent of tlte 

country. lt h• had foll4wed Douraaaa•a a4Ylee, he would bave 

a:U.aned tlle eb Englub proviacoe qoiut Quebec. 41 tt itt 

clear tbat Le Solo11, along with tho covermaent waa hO-ping 

to concede enou;b to Ensltsh CAOada to proveot a split between 

the tlnsliab and Froneb wt.nga ot the J~tboral Party and GOre 

40Le Prom• du SMYeng , 26 October 1890~ 
4~ Soleil1 21 Octobor 1800. 



conera117 to provent the isolation of Quebec before a •olld 

phalanx ot Z."lttlleb-C4nadiaa opinion. 

Lo Soleil's voaitlon wa. that French Canada should 

t ake part in the war, not bec a use it was just, ., but b-ec:aue• 

othorw.teo thn could be a sorioua dotarlora·U.oa in Ena11sll­

Fronch ~1at1oos at bomoe O. D. Skoltoa arauee that ODe of ~ . 
toet.ore. in Lllurler' • dooiaion to aon<l troops to South Africa 

wu Me dislike ot the restrlctiYo trancbi.Mt in the Boer re­

pobltc• • 42 tt thla woe a factor• it cticl not. cut aotasb ice ill 

· Quoboc t~ merit •r• th~ cursoey mentiOD 1o the Liberal preea. 

It te l1kel7 t bQt lAW'l•l" ' & •u.pportera in t he proYin~ more 

readily aeeoptod b1a later oxplanatton to tbe Uouae of C~ 

oa 5 February 1900 tbot: 

• • • public opinion we& then epeaklna m allCb •• • tic 
toON that there wua ao 111auoctorat.atulin8 it, ad 
w:o t elt QJ"l"aAtod t.n undertcfd.n the oxpeuctiture, 
rol.rioc upon varlinl».ont to tadeanlf7 the aovona-
t»nt QO(I to eanction our lllogal actioa 1b thAt 
reepect , 43 

ta Patrie of Molltreal ._ l'llOro SYJ~lf&t.betl~ to nour­

aaaa than Lo Soloil had beea. Upholding the poaitioa of t._ 
govo~t, La Patrie U'g\.ted that ao o.ow prccedon~ bad boeo 

cstabltabed; 

PeNonno 00 ao era a met~re en 4outo la •iaoerit 6 
cloa motif a qui l ' aalt.Acat. (8ourae&a) . 
11 ot.ait que ltacti oa du COUYorDHet OD paJMt lee 
fro1a do VOf"60 ot d ' accout re;:;ent dca VOlontalrea 
qui •'~lent en ce ~t pour le Transvaal, 
a •6tab1S.ae un priclt4ont ~roux ·pour la Puleseaoe. 
Le Parlomont , dlt- il , ovalt le 4ro1t abaoln d•atn 
conaulte en une auesi crave OAtt: ro. 
La )atrle est auea.l. jalouao doa l f.bcrtea 4o notre 

42 .o. S~lton, op, Cit., It , P• 00, 
43conncta1 nouse ot Commons Do~toa, 1900, tl Febn141"1 1000, P• '10t 
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jouae notion, ot nasez ti~re do nos pr1v11 g .. 
4e citOTena anglaia t pour ne pas eonteator la force 
~ la position constitut1onello prlae par u. Bouraaaa. 

Gi no\18 oroytou que 1e pNcecS.at roctouU par le 
doput d.e l.obelle tui clo nature l onttQSor notre avoo-
1r1 ooua tien4riona 1-e laneas o que ooua trouvona 
dana sa lottre, ,. 
Nous 4iaona. • . que le aGpar>t det~t volootatrea, dana 
loa eiNonatQDC.es ot dana les ccnditiona oA ll •J. 
falt , o •eet. point et oe •era point • pric64ell't• 

bile their eapbaaia wna soaewbat 41fforent, both 

. !e Soloil ·aad La ~ttr" defended the goYemment with regard to 

Jloura&Ga' a roed.snet1oa. Thta hoaeV'er1 waa not the cue wit h 

the official Lt.Mr al party orsan ill St. Jei"'ODet L' AYenlr do !orf• 

The St . Jero. paper tul ly aqp~rted l>otll"'a8ea' a 4eeiaion to 

NJtip and accepte4 hie argtllleO't that the action ot the goYem­

moot 1n aend.lq t he COtltinsent bad .:tStabliabN a 4aoeero• 

pNCedont. The paper rbetortcally aslutd : it Canada ia requf.ft4 

to aontl ooo t houaaod troops llheD the Oneii\V la fifty tboUMDCI 

peasanta with pri.mlttvo mHD$• what will Jlritain I"'Ctquut when 

Glle i.e at war with a o.at1oo t:bat bu a CJJ.llton acuonod troopa 

an4 a powol"tul tloot.'f45 

L' AYen!¥ du No.-ct lllfliftta·iood a resaarkable editorial 

policy tbroushout. tbia pertod• aitac ~tns ttt. J.,ibor~la tor belDc 

aott oe lmporlaliao and count.e1ring the ~.c11Gh-ape..'\kJ.nc im­

perialista at. every turn, In an article on imperiallaa e 

3 Novetnber 1809, the no ... 3paper b181!led Laurier aa well aa 

C~erla.in for tbo current ettnation .. .t\ppeallnc to P'renob­

Cana dian hiotory, tho orticlo asserted. that 4ur1n tho yoa&W 

44t.a 1'atrto. 21 October 1099. 
46

1. • Avonir du rlord, 26 Oc'ober 1899. 
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1rheo beeltora had boen t~t.cd aa o conquered people, the 

Uritieb oev~r had requested troops fNa them. Only now, after 

their richta bad been socured tor fifty JelU"S did thoy court 

the dtm;ors or aili tu:y illper1Alism. 
46 

The Cou6iorvative presa re.ected variously to the 

Dopt-usa aftab"., t.•E'rinea.ut ~(} La Presae st.ply cU.d not 

od1tor1a11ze on the subject. k Courrior "-• at.a fllael.nthe 

contented itsolf wttb tryins •• e~rMS the L:lboral8 b7 

point ins out that La Patrie hod olmoot approved nouraa•a • • 

roatsnation, -.bile JA S'>le11 had boen. higbly critical. 

Le Co~'ier w.nt on to h1Qt t~1t this c1 t 1nd1cato that 

Tarte ~ plAnAina to turn agail'l3' Laurier. " 7 

Not surprlaJngly 1 Frond~ Cana4iana ~onoraltaed frat~ 

t be experieneo ot tho DoeJ' War aad examined it• iapllcatiOill'• 

OndorlylQs tho immediato iesuo nf ~rial 4efone aa tho 

deepo~ question of impertol federation . A otrusu)o fivo 

tholUland milo• awny had: aud:cloaly J.nt.f114e4 oa CaDA.da• s isola­

t ion in North America. Di4 t.b.ia oean tho encl of Canada'• 

jou~ey toward autono_, an4 ~he bostnnios of a no~ path into 

intematios:aal confltcte at Britain's side? Tbo Doer War con-

Yincod mM.J French Canaditme that imperial tcdorat1on 1ma not 

merely a matt~J' tor or tory and aentt=ont. 

On 21 December 18i>f)• WUfrid GaGcon, t.ho political 

editor ot L' Avenir du Nor4, oorncd of tho don;ers ot imporlal 

46Ibld., 3 November 1099. 
47;:-courricr do St e t ~laeitlth"J t. 2() October 1890. 



federation in an article on page one of hie paper. Gaaeon 

aeaeJ-ted that there • ero three ways an porul federation 

could be achieved& 

1 . by glvtnc Canada end tbe other colonlee a 3U.t 

representation 1ft tlte :pu.rlta.ent of the United ·in8doa in 

J..onlon• 

41 

a. by c.reatlnc an i.Gporial councU where tbe colon­

lea and Orltatn would be ropresentod lo juat proportion. 

3 . by 4chU.ft8 a now clause to tbe Canadian cooatitu­

tion by which the ~ountry would contribute t.o the eoet. of wan 

ot tbe empire and would proY14e troo-pe wheo the govomment or 

Parliamont at Ottawa eo 4ocided. 

Gueoo. began by dlecuaaing the pou1bility of no 

imperial parlt.o.ment. Me pointed out tbat, atnce Br1tata1 with 

a populotioo of fo~ty million out of a total of four hundred 

aillioo in the OJIIPire t would ooly bave oae-teath of the ....,. 

bere in auch a body, ehe would n.ever coneent to it. French 

Canada, he added, woul(l have oDly three IBO&Dbers out of oDe 

tboU118114 in an iQperlal Uowte of Co • anc1 two metlben to 

the Hou.e of Lorda 1n such a aeheme. 

Dieaa.i.ulna t h itJ plan as tmpooolblc1 Gueon oXMt1ned 

tho pro•pcct of an :blporlal council. ne ruled lt out for tbe 

eaee roaaon & Britain would never aurrendcr lta sov•r-elgot,­

to sucb a body unlaaa •be rotainod prepondGrAnce , and the 

colonies would novcr occopt tho echeme without reprOAentation 

by population. 



Gascon tumect to the third pro.p.ct, the one be con­

sidered a truo denser, the chanuiftc of the Canndlaa conetltutton, 

ao that with the capplleaU.on ot aorol pro83ure, Canada would 

contribut-e men and money to imperial deteneo on a c ootinoal 

boata. The present contribution of one tboueand aen would 
I 

Lonly eorve, ho predlctcut, to 'lfhet tbo a l)petite to' tt10re contri• 

but ions. 

GB8Con then wont on to state that 1n 18&? Lower CaD• 

a& bad mode an agreement ·~ th tbe throe Kogl S....._.peakloc pro­

•lncea and that tho other threo provinces tbat bad joiaed Con­

federation aince bad agreed· to the conditione of 186?. One of 

t heae conditiooe •as that Caoa.dian mllitftl7 l'orc.a and IIOno­

-tarJ' levies nro Ol'lly for the protection or Canada tten cu de 

guorro, ct ' inYU1on ou d ' ln.eurrectton. " No• , accordtnc to GaMon, 

tho other parties to the Coa.tederetion a""recm&nt ..,.. tryins 

to cba.nae ita conditions by acltUng a moral and material obllca­

tJ.on which would bo moat oneroua. They were tryin g to invol ve 

CM4d.a 1n dtstant wars t hat dicl not coocem tt. •s 
Gaacon•a article contatna 110at of tho el.-.nte ot 

tbe Nationalist po•ltlon on ~ queetlon of imperial 4eteooe. 

Gaeeon• ln tact , defined the moat 4anserou. k ind of imperial 

tedernt1on aa botns tbo k iod oX contrtbutloo. to "the Boer ar 

wbi c h t.be Laurier govoi'OIDeJ).t wu &Dakin«• 

In gcoeral , the imporlal toderatton debate 1n Frenc h 

48
t ... •Avenlr du Nord, a1 December 1899. 



Canada was about what conatituted lt and bow to aYOld it. Tbe 

Llborale who bad to ct.feftd the aeodlnc ot the contiftcent arsWHI 

Uaat, far frora pro1a0ting icperlal tederaU.on, tbeJ.r po11oJ would 

pre¥ont it by etoppinc tbe real idperlollate, the ConeerYati..a, 

fl'()a coatDg to pOwer. 

Tbe one avowed imperial tedorationlet who wu a 

•aor public figure in F"nch Canada wu J . l. Tarte. At a 

rally at St. Vlneeat de Paul Oft 28 October 1890• tbe Ninieter 

ot Publl.o tforka spoke on tbe the•• "No taxat1o4 without repre­

aentattoa•. However, tnatead of coAeludifta, as had Bouraaaa, 

that becauee Canada bad no ropreaontati on in icpertal coUDClla, 

aho ehoU:ld not be tax.ed, Tarte favoured some fo~W ot laperlal 

f•doration. !Je statodl 

L•&mplre Drltanoique et eoa eoloaioa fo~t uoe sraode 
l&dirat.ton,. ce ••ralt , m •v~uele magn.t.tique •t 
putaaaet• Male quant a retrocrader de oeot .. . 
quant a conaenttr au priodpe que les colontea .. ..... 
ont obllgies aworalos:aeot ou au.tr•ent , 4e foumir 
de l'arGODt• de fourntr 4oa troup .. 80R8 a•olr 
UD IIOt i din • pour - part, j• De erendral a-u 
eette re•ponaabtlit6 • jo auls prlt a dlacute~ cetto 
quoet1cm ctH cteaala. Je aula le premier Canadleo­
tran~ala qui ai fa.lt partie de la lisue de 1a Fedir­
ation ~r1ale.49 

On 11 Novc:mabor 1699 L •£vinement quoted 'l'arto ea 

Je n•at pas le DOiudro doute qu•ll• (F..-ncb Cua4-
lo.na) n •·objectcraient pas a doe relatione plua 
itNltoe avec l ' .Angletorre, pourvu que ce p~ 
obtJ.enno une rep..O.aentatlon equitable. 50 

Tarte's espouaal of i mper-ial fodorntion won hltl'l few 

40
t.a Preue, :SO Oc'tober 1809. 

50L•E•inoment , 11 Nov or 1800. 



trleade ln. either Enslieb Canada or trrenoh Ccnadth The Bn,alhh­

Canadian ConaerYAU.ve preaa .notieod only that be did not faYOUr 

eontributtoaa to imperial ware without ~preaontatton 1o imper­

ial counci l•• For tbia op~ettion the~ pilloried b~ When 

the Toronto orlct tfllft gr1ev1fta about the Conserv.otlve defeat 
I 

iii the e l ection of 1900, lt .aw Tarte u the are'b Ylllolo of 

French Canada who bad tllftde the proviftee mol"' Fr.ncb than d'V 

and ao• waa ciOrainatiog tbe sovemeent. 51 On the other band, 

the CoaaervatlYc preaa in French Canada noticed only that be 

favoured t.perial federation and reaarded b~ with auepto lOD 

on that account. 

In Deceaber 1899, eYenta in South Alrlea lnterveaad 

4N.acltloally in tbo do~ate on hlperlal defence that wu tald.lur 

place in Preneb Canada. Bri taia apf)e&rOd to be 1n nrioua 

e ilitar.y dltttculttoa. l~ Deeeaber· Britain accepted the 

offer of a eecond contloeont of Caaadian ti"'ope ehieh bad been 

mado b7 the 1.4urler covei'IW&llt the p.revloua GlO.Dt b . Under tho 

proas uz-. ot these oYRw1 the •u.nuter of Publtc Worka, Mr. Tarte, 

ap,)AI"entl,y torgot h.te witlel.y proclatlled belief f.hot Canada 

alloul<J be represented in .Dr1 taJn ' • counc.U• bot ore ehe eboul4 

contribute to tbe emptre •s detonoe. Be camo out 1n full ·~ 

port ot tho accond contt~t• atattDga 

Il 7 o on co -.nt dee bo~ qui n ' •PPU'tieoneDt 
paa I aotre race.uqul chercbent 1 •uclter daNt l e 
pa_ye une suorre cle race ot de reltcion, ••ec cette 
affaire de l ' en•ot 4 ' un contio&ont. c •eat pourqooi 
Jo n •hi81to pea & 41re q~ je aute en faYeur de 



l•on.-oi d'un aooond contioaent. 02 

No~ aurprtatnsly tbo two Liberal .. tropolitaa 

cJailica which had backed the tUspatcb ot the ftrat con~IAp.Dt 

a aiD cAIDe to the s i de of the cove.rnfll4mt. Le SoleU dflroted 

ita entire front pa e on 20 Uee_.,.r to tour articlea 4eeip-
I 

ed ~o c011vinee Frer,.eb CoaatSi.-ft• t~ accept a Mcond eontiD• 

gent. 53 t. Solell at that momeot waa uncle!' heavy f ll"& to 

Quebec City f01" ita aupport tor t~ p varnmeot •• po11c,- of 

een•tD& troope to Soutb Afrlea. 

OD 19 Dec.-bar L' Erirutment bad broken a two mootll 

editorial eilenee on the issue of Canadian t.nvolvl9iCtnt ill 

the war to make a v1t1q)erative attack upon Le · Sole11 and tt. 

o4ttor tilmeet Paeaud. L' Eriaement aecuaed te Soleil of 1Htla8 

the OD17 ~· in t.be proYincG of Quebec to aide wtt.b the 

Drttieb ill tbe Doer ar. L•EY.;nemeot cave tta owo •~tloo 

ot the presa an4 the war. etattn&a 

45 

Bien que l ' bon ThoaoaiJ CbaJNtla du Courriel" 4u ~n9t1a 
et l'hon T. 8e...-thlaumt do J,.a P ..... e alent pd ••r­
eent d' allopance 1 la Relno, leure joumao ree­
peetife oont tout a talt inditt~reote au aort de 
l •arae• anglalae dane l •Atrlque atwtrale, et La Pre ... 
oat .am. r llo d ' arttelea ori inaux au ~ruDt&e, 
boat.1loa 1 1 ' AngloteJTe, qoanl a La Patrie t c • eat 
M. Tarte , et on o •eo uttond r1en do mioax. 
Le Quotldia, l•u111o tory publlee &me la r)oilite IAYlat 
o•t ~llo doi uta d•• a aioes et dee s~cainee de 
grosailrea lnaultoa ·& l'adreaoc de l 'Angl•t•rre et 
de 1 •arm6e onglAiao, ••• 

Continuing io A &at1riea1 ~eln t 1 1£Yenooont auaseeted 

that meet Paca.ud ehould l'eCo1vo tbe sincere thanks ot the 

~ Preaae , al Decomber 1690. 
!f! Soletl, 20 Oeeeatber 1800. 



Qooen and country tor l'lia effol'ta on tbeir bobalt, when evo17• 

one elae in Qu.beo woa hoatllo to tho Drittah cause. 

TurninG to lta otm view ot the war, l'EvonftaeAt 

called it unjuat, atati.Dg thAt the paper agreed with the vi .. 

of an Enclisb atateeasan tbat it wu a crime acaJ.nat civJ.U.aa-
I 

tioo, w&otoel only by Mr. Cbaft&'borl.oin• On the isau. ot the 

loyalty ot oppoaitton to tbe .art the editorial eoncloa.da 

Ellt-co .-,ue pour continuer 4o prouver not" lo7au~ 
1 11Angletorre et airiter lea rarea ..abili•i• dea 
~lais du Conada, nous devooa jouer 1ci le dle 
d'esclaYe, ne l)f!OS&r que pnr notre 4oa1natr1ce, 
epouser toutes e~s querellee, juatee OU lnjust .. , 
lui fournir de la choir 1 canon, applaucltr aee 
actea con48Anablea ot p.-oclamer uno vtctoire lore• 
que aon arr:a6o aubit W\0 46falte? M 
Oot, au acna du Sot.ti~ et do son direet.eur ••• 

Althougb this editorial iD L1£vuneaent did not men-

tion the second conttnaeot, lte publication oo t.be dq before 

1A Soletl CAJaO to tbe defeDce of the government, eon41tione4 

tbe tre"tment 1d\jcb t"- Liberal. paper CAVO the au.b.ject OD 

20 Dooeeber. t. Solell a..-gued that this waa a thlo for utlon 

not for dobate• bccauao of tbe aorlous •llltary dtlflcultt .. 

that h~d arisen for D~ita~ Aa for tbe jue~lce ot the c our.e, 

Le Solei! ata~od a 

Si cetto suorre est lnj uste, ce n •est n1 L' ~v&oeaent 
n1 noq qui avona A porter j~ement. 11 y a un 
Pcrlel.lOilt a Londrea pour cela.GG 

Tlde rejolndor to L•Evanoment is remtU"kablo beceuae 

it a ~oatoa that Canadians should roeign tbeaaolvoa to allowln; 

ML•Evenement, 19 l>ecocbor 1899. 
55Lo SoleU, 20 Decoaaber 18'0• 



the 8r1t1eh to decide what was right and wrooc 1n t he .orld, 

end abould •Ullogly u a iat the mo\her-counti'J' 1n whatever 

venturea abe undertook. The only rationale tor t bta poaittoo 

•na that tho succeee of' Dritieh arm. and the protection of 

Drtt.tab illter .. ta were eaaontlal to tho eatety of CAnada. But 

ia-'thu defonce of the govel'ftJiellt •• policy tbere waa none ot 
t 

the roaanoe ot a cruaado for democracy, none of the aeneo of 

Ct'lmdour of member.td.p .tn a wor14....,1de empire that Nnde the 

Uoer ·ar appeal to many togl.t.h-Caoadiane., TbS..; ot course, 

ia not aurpriaing. Uow could ltrench Canadians, theMel v-ea a 

conquered people in tbe past • beeoae .-nthuaed about a war to 

conquer aaother SMall natioat now could they ~ to the 

proapeot of a world-wide An&l~axon fed~ratioo which •l«ht 

well be boa tlle to tbetr oxietocce as a people? The Liberal 

policy of Seftdtn& troope to &oatb Africa could nevor be popu­

lar in Frooob Canada. The Liberals continuec.1 to proapor lo 

Quebec in ••>ito ot ~heir policy simply becauae there wan, 

u yet1 no viable altomative~ 'l'boup Quebec Conaorvat1ves 

o.t'tackod the covQmment ' • JlOliey, tbe =aJority of Froncb 

Canadian& knft tl'ult• once the Coneo-t"Yotlve• CQJ'OO to power, the 

J:aslieh-canadian iJDpertallata •ould b.e in tho drlver•s e at. 

oy French Canadiona wer. willing, t herefore, 

to count.ooanco 11 itod illtfli"Y aa•let.cmco to Dr1tain ll'bon abe 

•as in dittieulty. The tn.tt b of t his contention i a bome out 

bJ' tl\o draaoatie shift ot editorial policy 1n La Preaao on tbe 



aencUna of the aeconcl eoAtin#eot . Now that Britain waa ln 

aillter,y trout,le , La Preaee favoured the aeruUng ot eoH 

ti"'opa . The newepaper had conceded in ita 14 Oetobor edit-

orial that, abould Drita:l.D e"Ver ronll,y need help, t hen French 

Canadiana wo~ld forget t heir normal ecruploa and co.. to he~ 
I 

,·aid. Tb1a , ill the vi'* of t,a Prtsee, waa •ucb a .,..ntt 

c •eat dana dea eooditlon• bien dlttoron~ea du 
premier envoi, qu. le second contlD#Ient pour le 
Sud-Africain v~ •• forMer • 
••• c•oa t au m!l~eQ 4u daaaer ••• ce r3le, noue le 
coaprenona blent aeuv-er la e t. tuation. let, plu• 
de tbooriea, plua de dtacuaa t.on• politiquHJ •ta 
un aeul mot Cl1 oPdro ' '*Il le taut . " 
••• 11 n •y a pas de ~ l perdre et alloaa au 
plua preaae. Lea inti..&ta 4u Canada eont telle­
Geat liia a la force du nom brltaonlque que, 
depuia 1 a CS.miers revere, t.coute notre finance 
eat boulevor.aie ... OO 

Tbe conversion of La Preas• to the war aeeeed com-

plete, but within a few aontbs • after t he a illtary crlaia 

bad paeaod, th• no•apaper returned to ita antl• imporiallst 

poait1on. It was Jloss i bl• to br:lns a eectlon ot French. 

Canada to temporary aupp$rt to~ & contribution to imperial 

.defence, but it was not lons bator• the baele i e olatloni .. 

ot Quobec Naas eri.ed iteelf and f'I'Onel\ Cana4lana retumecl to 

t heir traditional vie• ~bat Canada waa an autonomoua col~ 

in t ho pire with no reaponalb11J.ty and no interest in the 

wan of the eNJ)lre. 

Tbe eudden upaurne ot iJStPer141 loyalty 1n La Prea•• 

waa the occas ion of a eattrlcal attack in tbe MontHcl S tar. -
56 La Prease , 10 December 1891). 
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On 21 Deeectber La Preaee replied to the Star, deacribinc the 
- -

effect that anti r-enc h eent iaent had on the French..Cana(lian 

JlOpulationt 

Done , le Canadieb•l~an9aia , otrlve, barcele , huailii 
par de cena ex\)ert.a - aaalfaiean.ce. devJ.ent &rlrl­
cbeux, ao~onneux, preaque indltterent awe lotirlta 

fbrltanniquea, 

La l~t!ft!• warned tngliah Ccmadiana Who attacked 

tbelr Vrench compat~lota ot the effect tbey would have on the 

.JOUftC s eneration 1n Quebec ' 

Quelle Cin/,ra.tiOD 4'J.naolD1St 4 ' qitetcunt VOU8 
~r6par$& lnutilement. par la taute de voa quelqu.a 
atatJVaiees t3~aJ67 

1ft l"ebl"\IU"7 1900 the end ot wbotover euppon there 

bad beoo iD Quebec tor the • ar •aa heralded by •llita:t'f event.a 

in aoutb Africa. 'fhle ti ... hotq;Yor, an usll' incident 1a Mon­

treal became tho focal poiftt for emot1one. OD 28 Februar.J 1900, 

atudeDta of McGill UD1vere1t~, elatod b7 tbe ne .. of the re-

l l ef ol Lactye•1th, paraded tbi"'u.g-1\ the atreeta ot t he city 

waving their Union Jacka. Sei&e4 by the jinso1•m ot the moaaent , 

they asarcbed on tbe otf1cca of French newepapera, torcine the 

propr1etore to boiat the Drlttsh tlq9 aa if their loyalty­

t o tbe ~iro was suepeot. 88 Tho nex-t day e t udonta ot Laval 

Untvoru1ty in )tontreal poured int..o tho a treota ca~ina tile 

tricolor. A aeries ot atreet figbta took place bot• eon the 

lo"ronch and £ntrllah etu<lenta ol )1ontrea1 . Pt-o•ptly dubbed 

G?lb14. • 21 Dec~r lft90. 
58

tbid.' 1 Mareb 1900. 



the "Battle ot tbe Flo.s•", 'the incident wu •ldely reported in 

Quebec . Oo G March 1£100 L ' l."vone:ment , roterrlnc to tbe troubl e• 

between J~ill aod Laval, commented on the atate ot Engliah­

Froncb r olationa in Caoa4aa 

/ 

Woua tsou M presaons, avant d.' aller plua loin cte 
.r.connalt.re hautet~$nt la 11b0rallti et lo lara•••• 
de YDe do peuple aAglaia p.ria dana aoa en• .. bl•t 
tMi a noua pemettron• d ·•ajouter que 1• Canada nn­
fel'l'le , au ae1n 4e sa population ana laiae 4ea i ii­
monte d• discord• ' des 41eaenta ou lo ranau ..... 
aveuale et t •etroit~aso de vue ne le cldent. qu•1 
1 ' l~:~~pudenoe et l l ' igllontrlce. Cea illtHnt.• qui 
aont ulbout•e•Jae~~aent ua trop s ranct n<Nibre •• ri­
cru"nt un peu pertout. dana t.ou. lea co1na do pay• 1 
mala e•eat su~tout dana la province d ' Ontar1o ••• 59 

Tbe sendio« of tho eontiogenta to South Africa 1D 

the tall ot 1899 bad broadened Canadian d~tence reapooa lbil• 

itlea to include tbo empire as whole, iA a pite ot ttt. Govera-

meot •a retueal to aee it as a p~cedon~. ~der proeaure fro. 

U1gl1ah Canada, Laur1e..r bad chos en to challeos o tbo French­

Canadian pretorence tor li•it.~ Canndo ' a defence COIIm1tmenta 

to the protec~ton of Canadian aotl . In 4o1nc s o, t he Pr~ 

Mlni•ter had s lven tho Quebec Conservatives the opportunit7 

to challeos e bia hol4 1n French Canada, by abandoDtnc to th .. 

the unimpeocbible s rouod ot traditional colonial iaolation lc 

cwt ence .. t t ora . 

Stcnlticantly, Laur~or•a ~onoeaalon on tbe quea t i on 

ot tho contingonte 1ntro4ueed an elOJMnt of doubt about the 

atrengtb ot bia poU.tlcal leade.rabip. Minori ttea eucb u the 



Gl 

F~eoch Canadians are ~ultarly prone to percelvin# pol itical 

l aauoa u t eata of atren tb . In a letter to Goldwin Smith oa 

20 J'an~ 1900, Bouraeea oxproasod bia view that Laurier bact 

acted troa "a h.S.ghor 1a0ttve than \lOt'aorual ambition and aelt 

~ntereatn in s endinc the contingent•• Laurier, :ln ht. v.tew. 
I 

had teerod a serious E«tgl tab•J'r-ettCh rift in Canada. Bourassa, 

however, revoalod that he waa troubled about Laurler•a ab111t~ 

to rOIJiat icaporiali• t preas urea . Be a.-ked Saith; 

Don't ~ou think that theae ropeate4 conceaalona 
to the tear of raelal ant.moa1ty bavo abrplJ the 
effect of dovelopinc that aenttuent?60 

60 
Cra1a Drown , 'Goldwin Seith and the ADtt.-IaaperlaU.atoaY (Can-

adian Rletorlcal Rovlow, 1062) 1 P• 100. 
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l..AURi en UV.S'l'On&S Till. C IN!U:.N..<tUS 1900-1002 

At~or tbe t••_.. of th• &Mon(l contlnaeot bad aub­

elded. the uralor qu .. tton in C(uebee tor 1000 wu W'hethor the 

Llber•l • would autter in the lorthco ins feder al eleetloD 

becooee of t helP pol iCJ' on ttl e Soutl\ 4flotcan ar. The otbeP 

et«• of that qu-estion coac•l'OH t he Con•ervottve Partys eou\4 

the Queboe eonaervattvee copttallze on the uopopularit~ of the 

var in French CanAda? Much de~d on ""-tber th.87 eould 

preva i l on the natlooal lea6crebip of the party to mo~rat-4t 

tbe taperWlM of tbo ngltab.-Caoadion Con•ervot1••• eo tbat 

t.be Quebec bleva. eould take ad\tantace ot the opportunity the 

•er preaent.a. 

For La Preeae the atti tude ot the EDsli~peaJtlnc 

Conaervatlvee waa to be c i"Uctal in dec14lnr wbeth•r tM paper 

would •upport th• party ln the tortbcoa~ tederol •lecttoa. 

J:a Pres•! 4td not uplala tb& baste for lta editoa-l.al pol107 

during the election until over a year lator. 1ft an edttortal 

oa 16 noo.-.r 1901 La Pruse revl.-eet ita a~tttude to the 

Conaervat.in l'at"t~ cturtntJ 1000. 

Tbo e4itof'8 of La Pre•• • • deopl~ troubled by the 

trank larporialiam ot tho lAclJ.eh.Canadlan wins of the party, 

et.oae 31 ~~arch 1900• the day Str Cbnrlee Tt.tppe;r waa to addn .. 

the part7 taltbtul ln Queboc City, to •am ~ ConaerTatl•• 

lea4•r tha~ th• party tnUat e end i t• ·~ 1 

Slti Cbarlea Tupper ot • e or a.nee attttree: l.e sw, 



lo Citizen• le HaU , 1 1t venlns N9f! , etc., 
prlcbent une croi8ade deB plua Qggroaaivea en taveur 
do 1 ' krpbrlallsme. A. la grande eurprlee dee Yleux 
conaei'Vtlteura , on vout e.xiger, de la part 4ea Cana­
dlena, des eacrU'lees ,Ocuni&ins e0Tl81 • ra.blea pour 
aider l •An loterre dans loa •orrea qu' elle aou­
tient & 1 1otranaer. Toua ceux qui a 1 oppoaent 1 
oette ppQtention ou qul otonne .;.. loa An«l•t•, 
aont aeeusoa de 4ilo9Aute et trru1ison ••• pour tout 
boam. eenee, 11 eat evident quo ce ~lo outre, ootte 
aou4alne .Otamorphoao n 1ont d 1 outre but que la 
pouret.dte de la popul..-lti l)U~Di une eertaino cl .... 
do nos compatriotca de lAnpe Anglalse. 

Sir Charles Tuppe~ responded that ntgbt to the 

as ertlon in La Preaae that tbe CoaaeJ;"Yative party had tradl• 

tloftAlly atoo4 asaln.at lmporiallst venturetl• 'the CODaerYatln 

cbief~ta attacked tbe idea of ~rial federation. After 

etottns that h• oppoaed the Liberal governaeut ' • conceaeloo 

ot cOIIalercical p~terence to Dritatn wltbout obtalnins tor 

Canada a p.retoreDCe 1n retum, Tupper moved on to dl•cu. 

imp•rial tedaration• So bolieved that tile i dea of oae. S.W•r­

ial parli=ent, woa· lmpraeticol . Under auch an orrMcooent, 

Ccmado would bo texo4 ot tbo efli!Mt level u the other p4J"'t8 of 

the ompln. Since our population waa one eeventh ot that. ot 

Great Drl tain, we • ould bavo to pay one oovonth ot the tasea 

tor the mointenaace ot the uasy an-4 navy 1 that would aeo011t 

to foR:r-sb million 4o11o.ra a year. Sir CbArlea atated tbat 

the Conaorvotive party rojecte4 any aoch idea and tnstead fav­

oured commercial union bAe.ed on mutual QdVQOt o• tor Canada 

and the ire. No powor tn the world• he added, outside ot 

tho Parltamooi of Canada must ever bnve the authorit y to tmpoae 

l As roprint.od in La I~r.,sse, lG, ~ec4MI:Sb r 1901. 



one cent 1n taxes on tl\e Canadian people. "1te are l oyal", pro-

olat .. d tho Conurvattvo chief, nan4 in Confederation no pro-

Yinee ia more lo7a.l then the proviocc ot t.luebec., ·• haYo 

ehom otU" willingness to aiel the •~ount171 but n deelct­

cd t o do eo troely and " wiah to remalft trco alwaye to Jud&e 

such altuatione tor oureelvean , 2 

'l'uPt,•~"'• a,peecb woo the halt41ate ~proval of the 

Conservative preee of QuebecJ they saw in tt a winning t or­

.ula tor the eloction of 1000. Oo 2 April L•£Y6nement com-

c 1eat tout un pro&rat:~Wa pour 1a proebalne caapape 
4tlectorale que le ln-1lloat clwf du partl eooae"a­
teur, a ir Cbarloa Tupper, a trac6 4ana le d.la coul'lt 
qu' il a prononc6.uC' eat auaai one vtcoreu.e crlt• 
l qoe de l a poll tique du gouvomement Laurier eur 
la question eoaaereiale, aur 11 tapir.lal1111118 •• • 
COfttle tous lee euje~e anC).a1e, air Charlo• Yeut 
bien la proaJMtrit.O de la gloiJ•o de la .&re-patr1•1 

la aos atteet10ft8 aoJ)t a • ent toot pour le Canaa. 
J l dealre que notn P11.Y'J aott a&Dlnt •tri au poiDt. 
d• ~· cooa4ien et que la pOll\ique c~roiole 40 
souvero~t 410t~•• ne p~ojsdte on rien notro 
c~rce et no. iaduat.rieau • · 

Tben cawte tho liae which. t ho Quebec Conaorvattvoa 

hoped would win t b«:t tho provi-nce in t ho federal. electlo.Dc 

Sir l l trld taurtor1 M. Tarte ot la plupart 4 .. 
chet• 11biraux veule»t lo fedaratlon ~eriale, 
c •oat-l- dir• q e no~re paye, aoit repreeenti dana 
le parl~t de la •ire-patrle, l condition que 
noue partleipone awr dOpot~aee de 1 ' .-pire. c •eat 
un boMour qui nooo co&tera1t lea yeux de la tete. 
Str Charlea1 lui, dO~ quo lo contribution du 
Cma4a 1 \ ·~pire continue d 13tre YOlontatre, e t 
que notro p~a pulsee en toute circooatanee deter­
minor lut.....:a. la notun et l'itcndue do eette 
contribution.-' 

8t:e Courricr do St •. Hl ocint.mh 0 April 1000, 
3 . , 

L•Evunc nt, 2 April 1900. 
4 Ibis!., 2 April 1000. 



Lo Courrier de St. ; Utf!int!l! waxed onthuakatic 

obout tbo apaooh alao turn1ns tt to the adYantage of the 

Quebec Cooeor.atiYeea 

Pour notr. part, nous aaluon. avec joie lee eli• 
claration• el iaportontoe &a notre chef au aujet 
cle 1a t • 4irat1on i&lp6r1ale. Sir Cbarlu a 46o1cal"i 
lo1"8elleteont qu' il ne veut pu clo cette union 
parl~talre avec 1 1 empire qul aeabl• ltre l e 
.;.. de •tr Wilfrid Laurior et de M. Tarte. s 

took· tbo ottenalve asainat tbe gove~t. 1 th bac:klntr froa 

Slr Charlee Tupper in the battle w1tb the laperiallat., 

of tho two -.ntb period foll~tns th• enooono..-nt or the 

aendtbg ot tbe flNt Canadian conttoa cmt. StnallDS ou't 

Laurier as t he cbiet of the l:eperiallat•• L •&v•n~ c-­

palped to blackeD the nasrae of the PriM Mi.nlater 1n the eyH 

1 

ol French Cana41alua. On 4 April ~ paper aecutted Laurier ot 

wanting to aeo Canada ropreaonto4 in tbo U.,erlol parliaMDt and, 

in return, being. wllU.na to .aaerlf'ice Co.nadtan commerce to 

Britain '~ 404 to aend troopa to all t.perial WCU"S• Tupper 

ao4 h i e collen ea , on tbe ot.hel" ban41 were represented u 

being opposod to tbi• 41allnution of Canadlao powera. 6 Two 

dA¥& later L'Gv~oeneDt cbar«od Laurler wlth be~ dancoroual 7 

fickle. Coatraettos tho Prime Mtnteter ' • oppoa1t1oa i n 18961 

to AD7 cloaer allillnce between 1Jr1tain and. the colonie• with 

f\e Co~.ler do S t . Uy;acJ.otbe t 5 April 1900. 
6L • .voneoent1 4 -'pril 1000. 



bla 4ceialon to send 2 •000 Canodian& to S"utb Africa, the 

editorial osked what confidenco the count17 could haYe in eueb 

a IMil•? 

On 10 ~p~il ~ Courrier de Stt llY!!i!)the r eprinted 

an article froa Le Courr1er du Canada which ~epl1ed to atate­

SMOta in tbe Li beral presa oecuslAg Slr Cbarlea Tupper of 

bottl~ imAginary monato~• tn hie attack on t»porlal tede~a­

tioa~ The article cbaraed tbat fro. the t~ of the Di..oed 

JubUH Leurlor had boeD a coonrt to UlperW fetteratloo. 8 

!;e! l'r!!•! alao lauded the Coue"at.tvo loader tor 

what. aP}Man..S to be bla bre with lmp4trial1am, nowevor• aa 

tbo e4 itor 1al ill La P"roue in nec .. ber 1001 l ater potntect out, 

tho Cou.orvatlvoa aoon ro~ealed that tbey hAd not mended tbetr 

•4.1•• Tho Coneervattve l~nglbhjl[l>languta4o n(JHpapere 1n Moo• 

treal and Toronto b~t tn the oplnlon ot f..a Pnue, more 

jinsoietic thaD ..... Sir Ctaarlea, bt.Boltt aatd the Dec ... 

ber 1901 editorial, novor miesed a chAnce to rop~aeb tho Lau­

rier govel"'AJJ~ent tor lte hoai'ttlllc,.- about aend1fl8 contlngeota to 

South Africa . The infl ueooe ot wtaat La l'reaae called the 

c htot jingo t orco, t.be Montreal Star, tn the Conee"ative -
camp IZII:lde the split wttb La Presse irreconcilable. ett.e 

a US.tarU. a done, toujoW"8 , oto la pierre d ' acbopp...at 

du parti cona•rvat•ur en 1900 et lo but eonstaDt. 4• not" 

opt~oeitio.n" • recalled .La P.-.sss a 7oar lat•r• 9 

Ibid., 6 April 1900. 
8Aa cited 1n Lo Courrier 4e gt . UzACinthe, 10 April 1900. 
9La Preaso , 10 Dec.embor 1901~ 



Docauee of tho apl1t with the &nallalt-apeak&nc Couer­

vativo•• La P.nu•• tho n011spatMtr that bad been at the ald.• ot . . 

tho par~ wl~ tt bad woo ita elec~ioo Y1ctor1.. 1ft 1887 an4 

1D 1891 1 adopted a noo.w.coaatittal editorial policy durinc the 

cnpa1p ot 1900, In ita editorial ot 16 Dec etaber 19011 

La ~""••• revoalod the battlo tbat bad t-Ake place aonc tbe 

edltOI"'D of the p.apor the pro.,ioua TOAI"• Q, A. Nantel bad wS.be4 

to eek the C~rvotlvea, • hlle M-thur Da.naereau, the oditoa­

in-cbief, had wanted to btt non-eoaaittal. Danaer-eau, tbe eenior 

policy-maker, bad carried the day, 

Oft 13 August 1900, Dan.6reau • at the tollowtaa 

l•ttor to Nante1 dleepprovlnc ot the pro-conaervati•e lloe 

tbo paper hat1 be.en t ald.llSI 

Adame llouae, 
853 Waabinctoo S t tt 
Boston , 13 aoUt 1900 • 

.,!Oft ctt.r antel , 
• • . Voua .. peraottes bien de You. dire, ea boa 

cOtQpapoo d 1aNtte., Q\t•ll .. ••able que YOWJ tau ... 
chaAior etii,...At le to.n de La Pro••~ Ce que 
nou devone iYiter, aeloa wot, c f oet d litre la 
4oublure du Joumal• e\ de tlrer lea aarrona 4u feu 

ru.r dee gena qui ne diroat t "Mercd.'' , n i l vou, o i 
noua. Notre poa1tf.ot~, c•e.~t d •:tre le epblnxt 

c •eat alors., e eulftl0ot1 qu' on noaa cralftc:tra. Si 
noua bnilona noa vaiaaeaux, vowa verre:a ce qui no• 
arrtnra, 

£D touto aeaitle et c •eat. 1 votre dl8crit1oa 
fJ"atomelle quo je cr.oatie cea r.ual'C}uee. J ' at bln 
plua pour 4e ooe at:~J.a quo des advoraatr.ea. 

Vot.ro to\11 cJiyoui 
A.RmUR 0.\l'~SEltEAU. 

Tbia dia ocrocment b~t•eon the od i tore of 14 • rctaae 

led to t~e resi gnation ot o.A. Mantel in October 1000. 10 

10 
lbid•t· 18 r>.e:omber 1001. 



An article by Nant•l• that had appeftrod in La Nation, 

a Cooeer'\tativo w oklJ tbftt he ect1t•d in St. Jero•, waa ,.._ 

l'rinted by La Preaae in Doceal>or 1901, alona ·•i.t-b ita r•v•l• 

atione of editorial pol1C7• T~ a~tlele ebowa ue •oeetbtac 

of the eloao rolationebf.p that oxittted bot.•een the political 

elite of ~ue~ an~ the journaliatic elf.te and alao ~veal• 

tbe role tbat La Pro•!! bad tr441t1ona11y played as a .. 1ft. 
' 

aure by whieb t.o ju e the ortance of the clefeetloo ot 

tbte nowepapor troa COD:afl"\'attve ronka. Nantel began b7 clla­

erlb1ns the lone stmuUna rolat1on8b1p wbieh had ~xS..t•cJ 

botwoen Arthur Danaereatt .of La l'Naa• and the !ate Qtlebec 

Con$ervatlve leader. J . A. ClJA!' leau. RobUld.nc Le J•umal 1 

tho Jontl"eal Conaorvat1ve daily, tor ita attacka oa La Pr .. • • 

boeau..o it. bAd ab4ndoned tho par•:y in the 1900 el*Ctio41 

Hantel aaaerted that one could only ccmdem tanaereau b7 

cotu.tpalq Cbapleau at t.ho &a=.te time, eo int:lato waa thet_. 

relotlonabtp.: 

M. Daneereau ~te 11863 et juaqu•& l'aftaire 
de La Preeae , oetobn 19001 je ne eacbe p48 qae 
l'on puiaee a6paror son bi to1re de celle do parU . • couaorvateor. J)e 18 '19 a 1891 1 Cbaplea.u et. Danaei"'au1 
entr•eutree, tiro.nt noe cupasn•• ti4iralea, aur­
tout. • ot noua sasnerent we lont:ue airle de vtc­
t.oiJoea .. 11• aont tntit'.~Mtf3e0t U.6a l 1'tateto1re de 
notre partl. Or, en tepant eur M. J)an,ttereau on 11 tape sur tout le vieu& pa.-ti qu•on veut relcverl 

Then Nantol turned to the lsaue wblch d..ace4 tbe 



Consenattvee in 1900 : 

Je n •u paa l d6tendH le tda grave i ·nc14ent 
de 1900, que prc>VOC!UG INl d!»>lea1on 1 !i: Pfea&e • 
St j e ne powais approuver La Preaa e -. eon 
attitude • je no pouvala pae daYant • a pprouver 
la condutte dea jouroaux tortea de Toronto, pae 
plua d'all leQre que j e ne pouvata apptouver le 
lfolltreal Gazette et l ·e Start aur Ia queetion des 
eoott.nsents ei eu.r l oure --eiap rat1one jiosolatM• 

Naotel revoal od t bat tn tho elect ion of 1900 tbe 

Frencb..Cana.diaB wtnc of t he C<.m.aonative party bed been weak­

ened becAuse ot l ock of tuilde and because ot ita aa.oclattoo 

wltb £nal111h-speakla8 imperialist.. &tatf.Ds that La vr ... e 

could not be hold uniquely r osponelble tor t ho p~•• 

def eat , Nantel potated to t he r oal culprttaa 

~OURQUOI. EHOOi»tl R Lt.:.S ~LF.C'lmJRS ST t.t!itlR FAl Rl~ 
CROI R£ ~t:re Lt: l'~ tll C~SL'!lVATWR Jr.ST ro:MD£ VIC• 
'IDle 0 · LA TiUNIRm; c.lUAND l'L &ST TO)({}}; VlCTl~ 
SVJn:\,.~t,'T D& L ' AVl~tf:2rt DE crua'AI NS ll NOS cn£FS1 
DU FANATISJtE Of~ ~OS AlJ#l~:S , 00 JUNQUB DE SI.NS 
VQLlTlQ0£.9 9 DE GINS QIJl H' ONT f•AS VOVUJ CQMPrurNDn£ 
QUE (.}ANS LA NtOVINCl& 'D1i (.:L'!f.Jlff£ C • .C.ilT UNC OHGM.zl6A• 
TIO..-. l!'RA.r-JCAlSE C'.iU ' lL FAUT AU C~S£UVAT .... URS FUANCAI S , 
U.'lf CONITE FRAl"iCAI.'\ , D.&S JOl1f~AUX VR.\!'fCAl .5 , M' la 
!:SSE.NTIBLU~t.J.£.~"'1' lt'.llAffC:\ l.S • ET ll£S CRtrs FP.ANCAIS • 

On 10 AUJ\\l&t 1900, t hroo dqa bot o,re Danaorea.u ee.nt 

Nantel t he lott cr wbieb loti to t he ahltt iD t ile editorial 

policy of t he pa per, La Preeae ran ea .-adorscmect ot t be Con­

scu•Yatlvea. The e41torial atoteda 

Euentie11 ent c.cma41en , par conaequtmt 11 ' anti­
pode do 1 • lmp6r1al1BJ:~~e polittque .. tol a touJO\U.,. 
eie le partt de etr John A. Macdonald et de Cartier. 
Tello s er a 4oac la poltttque de atr Cbar loa Tupper. 
C• qui oat 4e nature A t'cvoruer le Can.ada, eerait­
c• ..;. au depone du commorce ot do l'industri• 
brltaonique• voill ce qu 1il f aut accopt.r. d6tend~, 

lilbld. , 16 December 1001. 



eo 
faiN trioopber . 
~. Laurier DO ut 80 reel-!" dO Cotto polttiqM 
national• qu•1l • dillbO~oi .acrifie en accor­
dant, aana retour d ' aucua avantqe, une prilireMe 
c.tca f:llAreha.ndiaea &mClaia .. pu toutes loa MI'Cba.D-
diaos du mondo. lZ . 

Dvlott tho roat ot tbe campaip La Preue did not 

p l q favoritoa. On 13 ~•ptetaber tho nevapap•r attack..t the 

Liberal• tor concedi.Ac coaaerclal preference to nrttailh l4. 

On 24 October tho paper crltfet .. d tbe Cooe•rvativea tor ~ 

att~oka aado on .FHttch Caoaek\ in ontnrlo. 18 

puaaled b7 the ahitt ot editorial policy 1D t. Pt!! .. • OD 

24 October L•£ven.-ept atateds 

L1attltud4t cte La Presae de Moatrial, depuia 

::l::e:.=:ren! !:':=:o::• =t:-:~t:~:::4H"-
a.~. en ce fJOIMtllt , eat 1o eu.~et do bien de c~D­
tairoa dane tbus lea cerclea. 
tfotre coaf~re louo aujourct1bu1 ce qu ' il conaa.t­
nalt bier, et 11 tient eintehant uo l ancage 
absolWHnt co.nt.ra.i.re do celul qu ' 11 falaait 
entond~ l ••• loctoura• tl y a 1 poin• quelques 
11018. 
Quola aoot lea motif~ do ee cb~ment aubit .n 
pletne lutt.o eleotorale ! la ••ille du jour du 
8C~ltlnfl6 

ln the eaate l•$lle" 1. •.svun~t earriod the •toJ'7 

of tbo rcsi tlon of G. A. Nan~•l troa tbe oditorlal board 

ot La Preaae. 11 

13tb1d., 10 A.ugu t l GOO. 
14tb1d. , 13 Sapt cmbor 1000. 
10-

lbld., 24 October 1900. 
16Li£Vioement, 24 October 1900. 
17Ibid., 24 Ooto~r 1000. 
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. Tbrou bout the election eamp:d.p L•£vho .. nt tirwly 

eupport•d tho CouervatiY'eia but. plflyect down tho ieeue of 

~orial dotence, evidently belle~tnc that there waa no ad­

vent•«• to b• satned troa the iu ue becan.eo of the ul tre-

1mporiallat poeitlon tmicb the con .. l"\f'at1vea and t beir no .. -

pap•ra were takins SA Er:tcll&b Canada• l'or the aoat port • 

~t •~v6uement concentrated on ort,tein of l...avier for hie 

defection in the •uitoba &ehoola \(ue.st.ton. 1-"i.nal ly on tM 

day ~etore tbe election when tbere wca little chance tor the 

Li berate to reply,, L •~rinetD&m~ reopened the luue of illper­

tal defence c 

ll (tbe Liberal p-arty) pouaae not.-. {'4178 dana 
l ' ~p6~lali8me •!litaire. Il .avoie o~ eoldate 
eo Afrique pour 1 ditenctre le drapeau anslab. 
Bref, tl en gap l e c.nau 4au une vole de aacri­
tlc .. poUlt le plU8 crand bi en et 1a plwa s rancle 
cloiro de l ' Aocletorre. et en ret~ur ~ tout cela 
11 no lui dellallde paa .0.. le moindre avantage 
COIIII!terclal • la plu pet.lte pritinnce en favour 
doe prodults caoa4ieoa.l8 

Tbt Quebec Coaaorva~ivoa were never «iven • ohanc• 

to take the ottenetve captnat the COV9.,..nt ' • unpopular 

pol.lcy ot eond!ng troops to South Africa. Laok.tns funde 

and etJ"Qng leadenabtp , ovorsb44ond by tbe illq.ler1ali s t 

&l,sli•b..Canadian •ina of the pony, and campal&nlna A,4&1nat 

tM count17' • 11ra t zoench..Canadlan Prt.e MJ.niater, the Que-

In Enallah Canada tbe Coneorvatlve pres. provided 

.-plo -~ttton tor the Ll.,.ral chore• that tbo CoaaeM'a• 

tiYea nre antl-lo'ronch. S i.D¢lin.g out Tarte 48 tbe enemy, tbe 

i s ; · .!J!!!!•, 6 Novcmbor 1900. 



Coneervattve p~a chArsod tbo covernment with barbouriDS 

tnaehoroua N.er.wtn t • ,. Ttu• Tor'Onto Cvttnins Nowa deelarod & 

Eveey Yote g1YeQ a Liberal candlcSate la a YOte 
tor Tarte, Bouruaa and Monet, the declared nea­
lea ot the Drlt.tab connection , who have been 
attrrlns up rAce t eeltns in Quebec aa a prel~ 
iftaiT to reetorin& Canada to Frencb doa1D1on or 
bulldiJle up an .f.ndep endat French •tate.U~ 
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The Toronto World al•o took port in t he an\l• Tart•, 

aotl-Frencb ca.paicnc 

ltr. J . I eraet Tarte J.e u auch out ot place in a 
l.\rill•h cablo•t aa t he tri-color would be out ot 
place 1D Yonce Street to&IQ'. lf t here 1e no ro011 
tn thla cttr tor the trl...eo1or and otbor torelp 
f148•t there O'Q8'ht to be noar:oe in tbo cablftet 
tor Mr. Tarte ud hle like., 

'the day bot ot·e t b• oleeltlon tbe Mai l ··an4 &mJ?l!!! s - . 

adviaed ita react.ra : 

Vote tor t he cloaer unlcm ot t be n p h''e• 
Vote agaiDat the anti rltlah atnlet•~• 
Vote that Canada ehalt be Drltl•h• 
Vot e t or the Brlt1•B

1
tlas. 

Vote a gllirult art.. 

With etlCh a too in ~ngU.ab Canada, S.t. wu the t ov­

oromont t oreo11 wbicb •ore a ble t o t ako the clcet oral oft en• 

•1•• in Quebec. Oo 18 October La Patrie raieod t be e r;>ectre 

of tho race iaaue , ••ro ins French Cana cUaoa t b.at: 

Un YOte pour S1r Charles, c •cat un YOte pour lee 
fanatlqu.oa ctu Non• 4u t-tftil antl ~ J.lb-e• du 
SJ)!Ctator et du Stvt cleat un vote po~ ttoa 
ennesa18. n -

19Torooto h enlns uewa , 2!i Octobe~·· 1900, 
20Tbe World• 2 No .. ellber 1900. 

21n.. •1a11 and E!Dptn , 6 ~ovecber 1000. 

~ Patrie~ 18 October 1000. 



Tho day before tbe election , La Patrie returned to 

Le Pari:l tory 4'ontU'io .. t ret.WHnu le parit de 
Sir All.n MacNab, le p.ni 4e 1 1 intolaranco1 4u 
tenatteawi, cle l •ecrt~tQI:IItQt dee MloorU.~•· 
Que tone l ee patriO'\os eioc&.--1 an;laia 1 tranQala1 

lr1an4aia1 •• ralltont autour dee candidata de Str 
Wllt~id Laurier • 1e euecesaeur de Lafontaine, 
l•h6ritter de la pol.1tlqu q LalontaiD• et Daldwila. 13 

CD $ Novollbu 1900, the cJa.v aft•r the tederaJ. elee• 

tton, tt wu clear that t" LJ.berat. had woa an tDoreaaed 

majority. Ill Quebec the Ccme•rwativea ha4 dropped to elsht 

aeata fro. sixteen 1n 189$ • SurprtaJ.ncl7 1 theN traa unaat.­

lt.l' 1n tho preaa acroae the count17 conccmlna tho election 

reault. Most papeN1 whether Frer1ch or Ensltab, Liberal or 

Conael"'latlvo, agree4 that it was the *race 1aaue" 1ft the bi"'44 

sense that bad deel4ed the election. The Coneet"YatiVH .... 

pbulao4 the eoltcJ J'rencb voiet the Ll~ral• aapbaeleecl the 

failure ol the bper1aliat campaip ot tbe Conaert-atlYH, 

"L*oxe&. to17"• coaaentw l..a Preaa•1 .. o._. toua lea eu&•, 

a prodUit ••a fruita de ,...aottoav2
' 

Montre31 paper anct , 1n apite of it.n ConaorvatiYe attiliattoo, 

aAv a certain j tlce 1o the result: 

••• al noua le con•14orona au point tle vue national , 
en noua rappelant toua ce quo la preue tanatique 
ct•Ontario no eeNe deputa longteQ!J)a 4e vomlr eon­
tre tout ee qui est tranqaS.. •t catbollque, noaa 

23tbid .. , 6 Novembor 1900. 
24ta Pre•••• 8 Nov~or 1900. 



no pouYona noU8 4Gton4re ct•un certain aOAtiMDt 
de aatlstaction. eurtout. en co qui resar4o notre 
proYince. 2S 

The Con.aorvatiYe Courrier 4u Cana&l explatn.ecl the 

reault in terea of Laurier' • popularit7 in Fr-oneb Canattac 

Le part1 coue ..... ateur a oti dafait parce quo le 
partS. libOr•l a pour un ebet tm Canodlen•tr~at.. 
Je~ea uo coup d ' oeU aur lo ri•ultet dana la pro­
•tnco 4• Qua bee • darla la Nc:navelle•Eco••, le Cap 
Breton et 1' lle 4u Prince-Uoua.rd et dane toua J•• cOfll'ltis oc1 dtJ•14• J 'sli~Wnt rragat., •t 1'4»,. 
••rn• 11 que •• aont loa partleane de S ir Wilfrid 
Laurier,. • • 20 

Le Courrler d• St , §zaclathF ran reprint& ot 

edt.torlal reacttbna in two £nglbll CozwenaU.ve paper~~ , tbe 

Toronto orld and. the Mail and !metre. The Worlcl atatecl that 

Sir 1lfr14 LaU!'iel" traa reepoaaible for rancinC the p.roYiAoe 

of QHbec u a ao114 bloc ag_aiaet all the reat ot CeDada. 2'1 

Free tbe Mall J!!d EftiH o_. a atato ent that the 

pi'OY1nce ot Ontario had shotm tbat. l t would not tolerate 

aotl-Engliab pro~anda .ad woul4 not pardon antl•patrlotte 

atteaspte to tnette the, races againet eacb other. 28 

Tbe Llb•r•l pre88 in their lubilaoe• aaw prtmarll~ 

the eame factor at wol"k. f• Patrie deolare4t 

terQaulta~ de l •&lectlon qui a•eet teratnee 
~~ercroct1 aos.r. eat un• ripon•• eloquent• l 1a 
e acne de prejugee1 d ' itltoleraoce, cte halne 
aectatre que nos advcreaires ont noe . 20 

a~.ta olted 1n Le Courri•r de s t , l!;ractnthe, 13 Nov4Piber 1900. 
36Aa clte4 ln Lo Courrier ,4e St 1 !zac1Dtb, 13 Nov.-bor 1000. 

a? u cited in X.. Courri!r de St. llyaclntbe1 13 Nov-.ber 1101. 
28A_,. cited in Le Courri.or de St.! !!l!!:lntbe, 13 Novellber 1000~ 0 iJ ----

2 All cited 1n Le Co~l"ifl", de St., Hyacinthe , 13 Novec'ber 1000. 
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L' Avenlr 4u Nord stated& 

La popula tion d ' Ontario refuee do rocoonaltre UD 
premier canadieQ• fraft;aia 1 quond toutee lee autree 
provinces t •aeceptent avoc jole et orsuetl . 
Ontario a•uole clone 1a hatne eecta1re1 11 •• reo­
forme dane aa trnncopbobte; il •'immobtliee dana 
eon orang!&*' et eon purltanteaea aeul , il ••ut 30 la lutte a mort aYOC les FranQaia du Baa-Canada. 

The Conaervotive ro&ort to racial appeal• in Enclieb 

Canada cave ~be Llberola tbe adYantase lD Quebec lD epite ot 

the unpopulnrlt7 ot ~o govornmeDt•e policy of eendtns troop• 

to Sout h Africa. Durtag the campG1gn both tbe Liberal and 

Coue"attve proaa in Freneh Canada reflected the l"'enoh­

eaudlan coosenaus asainat Can~tan pnrtlclpatlon 1ft tbe d.,. 

feace of tho empire. The Conservative preas took t bta poe-

itton troa the flrtlt to attactdng tbe covemaent'• polio,.. 

'the Liberal& ra pooded to the ttUpOpul •rtty ot tho eont lnaeota 

b7 cbarctns t~at a cons ... ative government would so tar beTond 

auGh li•lted tnvolvo=ent. Their OWb poltc1 waa ~re attrac-

Ironically it was t<'Nneb Canecla' • aclherenco to 

the two-party •1•teaa, a a3etem which 8QPl'IO&edly guarAnteed 

that abo would never bo out of 'tbe councils of tho federal 

pveroment , that left Quebec fa traditional llttitude to u.p.r­

tal dotenc• eo poorly dofcnded . Tho wave of aenthaent ill 

£nsl1ab Canada in favour ot sondinc troopa to South Africa 

waa a phenooenoll that cut acrose part7 11noa. Tbla aeant that 

wbat•vor port)' wna in power, tbe Fronch Canadtana w1 tbia that 

30L•Avonlr du Nord, 8 NoYembGr 1900. 
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1>4rl7t if tho~ wiabod to recaiD in tM aovemaJOOt, would have 

to give •ay to aome extont bofore the imperlaliet preaaure. 

Tb.e tact t.bet the Liborala nre in ottice •ant t.bat part.loi• 

patton 1n -.he Doer ar waa leu tbaa would have been the 

c•• wltb a Conaorvativo goyernment. Poweve,., thia l eft the 

Quebec ConeervatiYeft •• the OA17 political fol"Co to uphold 

the vScnr or iapertal 4efenc.e pe11c:.y that opinion in Quebee 

favoured. The Freneb.Canad!ao Cooaerw-atl••• • eabarraaeed 

b,- their al11anco with leperlall•t Cooaer¥ati• .. of Eftcllah 

Caoada, .. re helple .. OD tbat aco"• and hacl no hope of 

effectivolJ 4efendinl Qu•bec •a poa1t10D• 

Onl7 Den.rl BouraaM, by reaipins fro. the Bouae 

ol C0111110na o..-er tu iuoe, ._ -'>le to ~~~~~ater aOfM deteDCe 

that could a.iot H Wldend.necf bl" pointtna to hia panlean 

ooonoctiooa. Por the ..,._.t • however • th•'• WM oo o~laed 

Nationaltet moYeoent. Ia eplt.e- ot ttd.a t tboae who weN will.• 

1ng to cba1lenae the t~7 ay•t .. oo the imperiAl 4eteoae 

quoat ion had one eaormou• advat.age tn tbe lOllS IUl• Tb•7 

a.lono of the po11tl"l grouplop 1a Queboc oould df)fen4 

the tra41tiona1 J'rench..Canadian Ylew of Carulda' • prop.r 

rolatloo to the earvtH. The Queboc Liberals t~nd CoruterYa­

tlYoa wero compro.laed by tbe neceaeitiee of t he national 

part t atatera. Altbousb t~ 8oel"' ar did not, b7 itaelf, 

provide Bouru.a and othel' nationallsta with the oppon•-

1~ to llflke tbe1118elv a ll&j~r poU.ticAl loNe, the oo.ntilwtac 



iaaue of tmpertal.J.am bad tbe potentul to cWlo thHl juat. 

tbat in 'ho future . 

At t.be beslnniftc of Marob 1901 Doorana preaeotH 

ada had sent troops to South Africa, aM bact a rtsht to ex• 

preae her opinion of the war• He wtabed the COIIIIOtONl to co 
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oo rocord in favour ot t ho rlaht ot iftclependenee of ciYlll-.4 

peoplea, Thla ~~eaot, ill practice, aald.ftt the Cua.41ao Parlt.a­

IMD'& to docl are tteelf in favour ot eell-cletel'lllnati oa tor 

the noora • a position that 110Uld haYe cade an abatll'dlt.T 

of t ho count17•• part.lcipatlon ln a .... wboae alm waa t.o pre­

vent juat tbatt 31 Tbe Doul"aeit& "aolutlon certaJ.nl)t' o~ 

tradicted ble contention that Canada had notthel" ri ta oor 

reapone1bil1tiea in imperial de~eoee. It roveale4 thate 

faced with 1Dper1aliat poltcles, Bouraaaa -.a tompted to -

pouee a separate Canadiaft foreign policy oven though he did 

not believe that Canacla was roody tor lndep•ndenc•• 1A tDf!t 

warned t b.At tbe rMolutlon had daogeroua Sapllcatioua 

81 raoua no Youlooa poe qu. l ' AD.gleterH ae Mle 
de ooa eltolroe, ne lui cloftnona pu l'arctMNDt 
que noua

3
towt ~.bien iaainu&a da1la 1• 

alonnee. 

L' Rrinement9 al~.e qulek ~o tohe up _,. oauao 

t hat .Ugbt ftlbaJTaee the covomment ,, cballeoge4 the new 

tbat Doui"QSSJa1a aotloa flirted wit.b i aperlal fodor:atlon a 

311: p,. .... , t March 1001 . 
32lbt4 • J;t .... -h 1901, -·· ...... "'" 



Noue a e bien convoineu que N. Douraaaa, eD 
ric!ipant. sa -~lont n •a paa aonci UD inetaot. I 
Yoir le Canada repr6aentw dana le Parle~Mnt. 
~rial, en retour dea aecoure qu'il a ae.eol"d.ea, 
ll'Analetert"e, dana sa pon-e aud-afrleatne. 
D*allleun, noua oe yoyona paa cOIIllen~ le felt 
(t. reelamer en faYelll' du peuple canadien le droit 
cJ ' uprlaer une opinion aur la quea tloo en coatlit 
pulaee pou.sa~r ver.w 1' .... eriall.,.. ft •avcma-no• 
pu NOTl PARl.DfiNT E? MOO JOO ~AUX POOR VAXRE 
SAVOtn A LA 1\i!ltE-l'Ai'UI£ Clt QU& MOUS PENS<h"fS SUR 
TF.U.E OlJ TELU~ QUtbTl ON D3 LA l'<•l.,JTJC4UE ANGLAlSEt 
aurtout celle ol noue eOtl1r.lGs concem&at ••• noua 
oo.,renone quo la aotioo 8ouraaaa • tout at.ple­
moat pour ottot de faire aftlrmttr Ol''II' ICU.:U...tMENT 
PAl" notre Parl ea:umt., le DROIT lncooteatable de 
diecuter la guerre a~rlcalne NJISQU& aoue '¥ 
aYone ria P~• 
Oe 11 l' tmpertalts~. t l nous eeGble qu'tl ~ 
a tr.a. lo1Q. 33 

Bouraeaa was gradually ltecomiDc f'pench CuacJa' e 
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-.t lapOrtant apokH&:Iall ainat taperW1am. Oil 14 Au&Uat. 1901 

La Preaae HD aD iftte"l ew with Douraaea ill Dublin eonttueted 

bJ' an lrlab journaliet. ne atated that tbe French CanadlaD.e, 

like t he lriah, ootvolly ·~tb18od with the noen, not 

beeauae they ba.te4 flritain but beoawae tbe,- admired a tHDall 

nation atru«sliA« for indepondence ap iu.t a greot eaplre. 

Turotns to Canado•a own mll1tar.y &ituat1oa, be 1dentit le4 

tho Uftlted 5 tatea ao the count17 ' • on.l)t poao l ble enemy, B• 

aasort.od t hat , alnce the B.ritiab D4~ •- u• eleu ill tl'7ine 

to defend Canada atJainat t b ta enet~Y, Can.ada bad no tnte...at. 

ln asauntine new reaponelbUltles 1n ilaperial defence, 34 

1D the fall ot 1001 D-our a returned to the tuk 

33L•EY6n909t, 4 ~h 1001. 

~ Proeae , 14 Auauat 1001 ,.. 
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of ftl'niD& French Canadians of the illperlaltat d~r 1D their 

aldat. lle aecueed Lord P.tiot4, the Qonmor-Oeneral , of cl~ 

eottoa tbe !Japeri.aliat eampaip ia N.ootreal. 35 

One ot the constant. adftor lrritaftta to f'reneh e-­
ad1aae 4ul"iDC tbia period wae the appearance of a atreea o f 

I 

_.atemonta bJ Brit.teh or Eaglt.b-cana4tan flgurea on the aub-

ject of ~rlal!tm. The*«:t •tat~el'lt• wen often hl&hlicb-.t 

in the preae end trequontl7 .th"ft editorial fin from Quebec 

newspapers. Such octiYitlea OJJ the part ot the p~laperial• 

lata kept alive the laau .. ot lmpe~ial defence and imperial . 

federatioo eYeD wllen thea-. were oo iaponant pollt.tcal .._ta 

to do ••• TMy lent. c redtb:l11"'Y to -.a like llou.Naaa wb4tJa 

tbe1 warned of tho danCers ~t -lmperlallaiJ. DUI"ins the Boer 

ar the isaue of Canada•• Nl$tioo to tb4t wpl"• toeuaaed 

on cont.rtbutlou to l.,erial u•f•nc•• waa the DNt iaportaDt 

th... to tbe Quebec p.-.... 'Tile- toura and epee~h" ot lwper­

iAUJJW were e1gn1tlout. itt .aintaiotDs a con•t.ent ntraO•phere 

ot ol"i• te about the quaatlon• Sueb event• eor. repor ted 

r-egularl7 to tho Quet»ec Phaa• 

Oft ~ J'une 1001 La P,.ea-- o~-,o•o4 8 ir Char lea Dllke ' • 

acl\OIH ot an ic:rper!al army which would include eolontal troope. 38 

The next ~ t.he J:ontreal paper c obd ed propoaala for a 

Canadian roproeent.atlvo in the Brlt18h Bouse ot l.ol'da or OD 

3Gibld. , 21 October 1901 • 

• 12!!.• • 3 Juno 1001 . 
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tbe Judicial CODD1ttoe of the Pri.y Council and attacked 

Cbanberlatn•• a4YoeacJ of • Brltiab veto oYer colonial l•st.­

le.turea. 37 A . .. k later, La P!'4rsse reported the 4epartu.re 

of DaYlcl tllle, the fonMr attftiater ot Jvatlce, ae the Can. 

adlu repr~••otatlve to a ocmfere~tc• in Loado.n on modlflca-
' 

•too of tbe Ju4te1•l Comal•.._ ot tbe Priv,r Council for 

colonial caaoa. 38 

L' Mn.moot. eboae tho ocou.toa ot the retum of 

PADter ltoa of Ofttarlo ft><m~ London to rail q atut the 

frequent junkota of Canadian ofticlala to tbe ~rial o.,_ 

ltal. The Quebec City a.--paper exproa&ed ite anxiety that 

eucb vtatte aeomed t-o bavo & great effect on Canadian poll• 

tlcianat alter all, it waa af~or such a •tait tbat Laurier 

returned to Canada " Uri tiah to the core" and Uabuod wltb tbe 

tsaperiallat eptrlt., U L1Erin!!'ftt Al.o "acted editorlall)• 

to a epeecb tn ltnglad Mde by Colonlal Secr.ta.17 Cbamberlalls, 

on tho oec•lon of th• annt•oH«r.r ot Confeder-ation, in ttblcb · 

the Secrotary urco4 closer ttea betvoeo the ~t~~ couatr.r 
. 40 

and tbo colon.t••• Ia th• 'fall of 1001 La PrefM c.Ueuapp.....-e4 

of Colonel DeAl•on •• eugseat.1on tbat t he tinest '~'•allure for 

Canad~ youth Wa8 to fight fGr the .-pin in Soutb AtriC&e 41 

Perbape the IGO&t Wlhappy GYon't of tbe perlo.d 1n t ble "apeot 



... the visit of the Duke an4 J)ueheu ot York to Canada. The 

Fnneb.Canadi.Gn preu nlco~ tbe royal viiJltora wa.rm1J\rul 
it appeared tbat all would co .. 11.- However, when the £qliah­

Caaadiao preea crittc taed tbe Mayor of Nootreal tor add~ 
..,...~:: 

~- tbo »we. ill Prenob aa •ell u rliah• La Pre•• repl i ed 
< t .1. 43 
•ith an MS17 ecJ .. tortal. 

Ia November 1901 the illlpertal defence queatlOn flaN4 

up once again ill the ~uobec preaa AI'OUD.d the dec laioa ol the 

goYei"DilCMlt to dl.spatch a tblr-4 canadian coottoaent to South 

Atrlca. Iuetead of a coatln&eJlt, like the othera, tb• COY• 

oi"DDMftt ~denook a ..... "r-eeNitment" , grantlaa the eewst.­

aiooa anct eulietlna the een, but then t.Pedlately bao41As 

the force OYer to the British to be equipped and acmt. PN­

Yioua ~ootin enta had bHn equippecl end sent b7' Carutc!a •4 

intearated into tho 8riti&b ~· on "achie8 South Atrlca. 

Tbe Ltberal .preas .ia Quebec deolarod itaolt eat~ 

tatted with the Ncrultll:len.t and the.a ksao tta uaua.l ,._. 6f 

pointing out tbe lneooeiatecolea ·betooen the ~glleb ~d 

French Con.orwatlvoa, inatead of d9feu4lfts the goverRMent' • 

policy on lta own .er1ts-. On 22 Nov~er 1001 La Patrie 

' accused tbo Cooservatlvea of plostna both aldoa of tbe fence • 

Tbe Mail an4 Eaptre, ~be editort~l pointed out • .,.. not eat­

lati•d wltb a a.ore roc.ntitaaent, Wblle Lo Joumal of Montreal 

denied that tbore was aftY 41fferene• between t he recrult.eftt 
4%.Le Soleit , 1? Sopt-omber 1001. 
43t.a 1•~aset 10 Uoptembor 1001. 
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cmd tho provlous cont.tn euta. J.a Patrie eoncludod tbat the 

Coa.or.ativoe found Laurier too Fronoh for t~ Engliah pro­

YlocH aDd too ED U.ab tor Quoboe 1 Dordon preocbe4 t.porial• 

i .. to Encliab CGDA4G •hilo Mttnk preached oppoeltlon to lt 

in Quobee . 44 

On 25 Nov.-ber L •CVin4lllont co..oatod thAt aa tar 

u it waa eonceraed there was AO dlffereneo bot.woon thO 

cnarrent. reerut tJMDt ot troopo and tho proYioua eontinpnte •• ., 

J.a wu often the cue, La Pre ... adoptod a t:aldcllo poaitioo 

a reotna with the Liberal• that the reerultlleat - leciti• 

.ate b.ca•e it rely allow.d thoao who wiebed to fipt to 

onllat end cltd aot , in J1A7 ••1• ofticia117 involve Canada. 44 

eowever, a tett d.Q'e lmter the Hoatreal PI\ or waa incenaed at 

ChaJDbarlaiD ' • acceptance ot a rectment of Canadian troope• 

laplytnc that t e rcoruitfllftt ... indeed juat Mother COD• 

tiqeat. • 7 

Tho rooru1t1Mnt d•bat• at the ond of 1001 waa tbe 

lut of tho Doer ar contl"'Yer&.l • in CMada. Dy the wint.r 

of 19021 wh:Uo tbe •41" ... li.JipJ.Da to a coneluaioDt the 

focal point of the debate in Canada about contribution• to 

lllporlal deteoce ni tcl1-.f to tbe Colonial Coolerence that 

•• to be held J.n Lo-ndon lft the a or of 1002 followtAc 

, "U:a.a Petrie, 22 NoYellber 1.,;.. 

• 5L•£venet'Mbt 1 a:s NoveatHtr 1001 . 

• 6 t.a Pre .. • , 2!S November 1001. 
• 7 lbld 29 NoYUbor 1001 . - ·· 



the oorona~ioo ot Edward VII. 

Oil 11 March Laurier tablect tbe correspondence be-

twoea the Colonial eeretary u4 the pYomrHIJ~ oa tbe sub­

ject ot the coronation and the Colonial Conference• A letter 

fro~a Chamberlain dated 23 Janua17 1ooa outlined the pui'J)CNtH 

ot t~ confei"'ocea 

It ia propoaed b7 bia f.tajeet1 ' • Govei"NNIeet to 
take adY'ent e of the p .... eace of the Prealere 
at tbe corooatlOD to cliacuaa with th• the 41*1-
tlooe of polltloal relationa between tl~ .other 
oouot17 ud the ooloat .. , I~~perial defeoce, o..,. 
•roW rel atlona of the e~~ptre , md other •tt.N 
of ceoerel iatereet .48 

The PriMe Nlnletor• a repl7 of 3 FebruA1'7 aet out 

the Ocwenuaent • • wtentloo of a tanding b7 the a tat~ a• 

ill import~ defence Al"raa'1 eoontaa 

n.terrlDS to the ••veral que•tlona .. ntlone4 1o 
your de•pato1 ot 23J'd JanUAI")', tbe oaly 01\e ntoh, 
in tbe opinloo ot -r ~linlatena, ct•• proalae ot 
uaeful dJaeuaelon 1e that. of t.be o~retal rel­
tlooa betweoo the YarioWJ aeotlou of the eaptree 
The pollttcal rolatloae now oslettns botwecn the 
110tber couotry and the great oelt- sovemtng col­
oa1eat ancl pcartlcularl,- Canada. are rogar4ed b7 
• Mlnletera aa entirel7 aatietaotory, with tbe 
exception of a few loor detalt. , ancl the7 do aot 
anticipate that 1n the YaJ"7ina conditiona ot the 
colonies tbe.-. can be An1 ach .. of d.ofence appl lc• 
Ablo to all. •u 
Since the Oo•eramont ofticlally viewed tbe aondlnc 

of the South African contin ~nta aa not eetab11eht.ns a pre-

cedent. , the atatua guo with whtcb tbo pYeJI'DIIOnt declared 

1t•elf &At1efied can onlf be taken to reter to the altuotiOD 

is 4he ate, 12 MaJOCh 1002. 
491b14., 12 h 1002. 



pr.valltnc befo1~o the outbi"\l&k of the Door ar. Clearly 

Laurier d no lntontlon of allo• toc Cw..berlain to r vie 

tbe quea~ion of Canada' • political relatlor~ witb the mother 

couotJ7• &uch a rovlow coul d only work 1D the dlreetioo ot 

imperial eeotroltaation, politically ao4 a ilitarilJ• Inatead 

the Prlae Minuter inteoded to aafoguard ~onada qa1118t ltaper­

ialt.t ecb~ea, b~ lla lttnc 1D adv~co the acenda of the Col-

onial Conference. 

In a etat.eaellt in the 8oU8e ot COII:\'IOna oo 15 AJ>rll 1902• 

Lauriut" etat~d tbat tbo bu114tns ot the Inte.....Coloolal and 

CanacU.u l~aoific atlwqe bad done r:JOre for the cletuce of 

h4vo done. no nlterated hie plaa to clt.cues onl7 c<NM&erclal 

rolatlona at t be Colonial Conference. 50 

Tbeao two statements , a1pal11na u the)' 4J.d a etll• 

toning government a'tltude t owar48 now imperial defence ve~ 

turea, brought Laurter t ho approbation of all aeetiona ot the 

t"rencb'!"Canadlan pro... On 13 t~b La l~reeee gr eeted the 

otfielal covornment etatemeot e 

Votll un 1~ • tr3s traac , t~e net , qui re.et 
chaqoo choae l •• placo et qui d~lpe pour lone­
t empe los ra•o• do 1 ' ·rioli&MO. 

On 17 April Laurier' • stat e,nt in tho Bouse in­

•plred an eveo aore torthriaht etatemont in La Preeee a 

Noua eavona que l e• aaeauta oe manquel"'ftt paa 

50Jbld., lG April 1002. 
Gl x. Preaae , 13 Htlrch 1902. 



a Sir tlfrtd Laurie~ loratlU ' 11 ...... de 1 ' autre 
c3ti ee l'ocltan. ll a•n va Yere une lutte &ls-
anteecaue ••• Pour nooe 1e pi"' • at Ytsou.reux 
4e St§a tltrt Laurier e.ot. l a f in de 1 1 iaop6rlal• 
tame. 

?S 

recalling tbat Laurier bad been puraalns a policy ot miltt~ 

and pollt1ca1 t.pertalt.a since the di~nd jubilee lD 1607, 

but& offend ita congratulatloM to tbe PriM Mioiater on b.la 

belated 4ecleiOD to t~e a stand acalnat lmper1Al~.53 On 

18 Aprll L ' EYin!ll!!t echoed the atatOIIOftt of La PrMet nl­

comlne Laurier• • ape .. h in the CMDON a 

La r reeae eattme que la d6clarotton fait e .. jou~ 
4emiera1 la Cbaabro de C~ee, par Sir tltrtd 
Laurier, ea t la fin de l ' lmpirialtame. 
Cette d6elar tion eat bien te~e , bi en claire, et 
elle aura rour ettot, ai non de .. tc.re cOGP13te-.nt 
t1n a 1 ' 1mp6ri4llsme eo paJ8 du moloa d ' otraver 
c ou14erebleltellt loa e:lforta du eeux qui Y"ulent 
eotra1Rer l o c~~ ~,. l eo projeta tmpirta11at .. 
de Ch.uaberlalll. S4 

Even the ati'OftS17 natiooal!Aat 1.1AYen!r du N<tN, t.he 

Liboral paper which had he~4 Laurior along wttb Chamberlain 

reaponsible for the ilaper-1al1at ~MnAce in Cancada , ran • 

odltorial OD ao March entiUed "Bran, .a.u.rter" which eoa­

p-atulatod the Prime Hlnla tor tor ble reply to Chuberolala. 58 

Laurier-• • reply to Chamberlain u , in cuny ••P aD 

epllo • to Cana~a•a iavolvOtHDt ln the Doer ar. For tboucll 

~n2lbld. , 17 April 1902. -~~ .rin eent , 17 March 1902. 

~Ibid., 18 April 1902 

S$~ontr stu Nord , 20 March 1002. 

/--
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the evttnt took place botor the ar•• tecbnlcal ead Oil 

J.fay 31, l QOa, it, in reallt,y belonged to the perioct ot the 

Colonial Cenferencee tbat wero h ld durtns tho coalfta ,. .... 

Bo•eYer, the event waa an 1ntesral pan of the Boer u exper­

i.eoco lor Qu.bec, ioaewuob u it ne the t i Nt covornt'JlOQt 

poaition on ~rial defence taken atnce 1890 which received 

the euppOrt ot all eection• ot French CanAda. ~lth thie atep 

LaurJ.•r achieved a cooaeneu of opinion iD Quebec 1D •apport 

of hia policiea ~Neb u bac1 aot exiated einoe the p ... qe ot 

the C«*Mna r s olution oD South Africa in \be MaMr of 1801. 

For the ~t Laurier bad alanalled t~ end of the danser 

ot imperiAl foder 'iion t he had taken up. pureuit of Can.sda' • 

traditic>oal policJ' of 1ntoi'N\l aelt-coYerwMOt an"d non- J.nnl­

v..-nt to ~tornal altatr.. 

t.tbe Boer AI' bad aro~ed all or moat ••s-enta ot 

Vronch Canada in op~ttlon to M7 thol.l8ht of l.Jiperial feder­

~tion or cloa•r l~porial tiea, oapecially if tbe•o ahou14 

involve ailitary comaiteeote. 1D the loas run anti-~rial• 

iet aont~t 1n French CanadQ could lead eitbor to tho idea 

of cceeptina aat1oaal rtcht• an4 duti ea in o&teraal affaire 

or to a preference tor the colooial a~tue suo. Uurins the 

Doer •ar lfroucb CaaadiaruJ, 4efena1vely, bad tended to oliac 

"to the latter rather thaD to uaert tho to.r.er. 'l'be aendlq 

of Canadian troope to South Africa, however, had cball~nsed 

the notion tbat Canac1a u a colony wae reapooeible allaplJ' 



'17 

lor the deleoce ot ber own •oil. It bAd meant that in tatun 

the i dea ot Caoacta I"UQftin ita own eate-nual policy would pia 

currency 1ft aOtDe Fl'1N'Obi-CanacU.ao circle• u a ~~ean• ot coUDte,_ 

actlq t.perialiea. 
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NATIONHOOD I TOJN THE F 1 • 190~1909. 

Sir iU'r1d Lauri er arrived in London in June 1002 

for ttte coi"'Olat ton of Bc!war<l VII and the Colonial Contenoce. 

8t. ctoterrdnatlon to l iait. the d i aeuaelona to COIIWMI'Oial ..... 

lations in laapertal defence had won b i m tho accoladoe ot the 

French-Canadian preaa on a acale unknown ainco tbe aumMer ot 

1899• In London the PriDe ltlniuter performed his taak well • 

ao well , in faot , that he •aa not to be aerloual y troubled 

by the dotooce iaaue t or almost seven yean. 

Juet .... Laurier was to be 1be mro fL 1he }ieee :h 1be .-es 

of tho Quo~ pt"eu, Premier Seddon ot No Zealond took on 

tbe role ot the villain of the conference. Oil 3 June 1902e 

tbo d~ aftor t he cloae of tho Doer ar, La J•reaae hAd oppoa­

ed tho He• Zealander' s acbeme of an imperi al navy which would 

include colonial unite. La Proase reiterated t ho position 

tbat Can44a ' a reaponeibility in imperial dotonce was limited 

to t ho dofonco other own territor,r. 1 A aonth lator, with 

t ho conference just bostnnSn~h I• 1Tee88 exproa•ed contideoce 

t llat Laurier woulct not s ive in to Ct amber lain ' • i orialia"'l 

noUllnc oon than an lfaporlol llne ot transportation• oon• 

.jectured tho paper , woul4 be achieved ot the conterooce. 2 

J,. Presee, 3 June 1002. 
2Ib14•, 0 July 1002. 
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During the Colonial Coolerence the Froncb-CanacJJ.GD 

presa recited tbe tbOI:Ma on t he imperial defence queatton 

which hod booo.e eo fGJDllitar during the Doer ar period. 

La Patrie aupJ)ortod atatementa eaade by Laurior oppoatns idl• 

3 
itariea ud to.Yourins CaruuU.ao anton~. Le Soleil wuecl 

eloqu•t about the cood ettect Laurier•• trtp to tonctoo •• 

4 
havtns on French Canada' • reputation. Employing a .faMiliar 

tactic , tbe Quebec City Liberal or an eccuaed tbe CoueJ"¥a• 

tiYe pres& ot beins two-faced; witb the tarlo tortea de­

CJ'7ina Law-ler•a antl• imperiali- and t.he Quebec ConserYa• 
~ 

tlvea cbars ins tbe PriM lSlnbter with eelltns out the count17 • .., 

The Quebec Liberal preu, in a perJocl wbe Laurler•a pollc7 

waa drnwtng conaiderably lo~m er1tic1a• in French Caaada than 

clarina the Doer Dar perioct, penl e tently arped that the 

t.urter way .,.. the BaOderate w-.,v1 tbe w,q to Canadian aoit7. 

La Pre•••, havtna oovod into a polt t ically lndepen-

dent atance from ita previous Conaervatlve altso-ent , printed 

od1toria1a repeatln& the arguments which the paper bad deYel­

oped duri.Qg tho Doer ar. On 12 Jul7 1002 the ttoDtroal 4a1ly 

.repented the f'ar.tlllar contention that CanAda, by bulldiDS 

tbe trunaconttaeotal railwaJa, bad con~ributod eno~ualy 

to taporlAl detenoe and should bo expected to do DO .. ,... 
6 

·-:JLa Patrle1 18 July 1002. 
4Le Soletl, 17 July 1902. 
5Ibtd., 28 July 1902. 
6t. Pre ... , 12 July 1002. 
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On 31 Julyr 1902 t.•&YineNnt, contlnuJ.oc .t.te leaa 

effort to undonlne Laurier lD French Canada, aceuaH the 

PriM l1Snt.ter ot beiDa ao entbulut.t.c iJDperialt.t.. 1 The 

paper' • cosmtnta ...-. rMiat.eent ol ita earlier tondft ... tor 

quotiDg Laurier'• atateaeata at the DS...Ond 3ubt1... EYeD 

L'Ev~netDeD'tt bonftl't waa forced to concede that tbe CaD&dian 

dele atioa •ae etandtns t~ on tbe l.perlal 4efeace queetlon. 8 

In tact, L' EvineMDt very larcely dropped the illpertal de­

t.-oe taaue ill favour ot tbe queattOD ot an ieperial abipptoa 

llDe. On tbe l atter eubjeot the Quoboe City con .. I"YAtive 

dally o~lalnod about too little ~perial oooperation rather 

than too auch• Wben it ap1ear.d tbat plana tor the "all red 

line" llipt tall to -teriall•, a protapoct that. would de­

prive ••bee Cit)' of becoettns the lta.e •a Canadian port, 

L' EvineMDt ooa~platoecl tllat tM city waa recetvlng short 

ahrilt at the banda of the eaptre. 9 So coocemod wu 

L• .. v!ncmen' with tbia local Sseue that it •ncaeated tbat 

Leurle.r al\ould not .reoelft a reception ill uebec Cit7 OD b.la 

w.q hOlM frota tbe conference beeauae M ba4 tailed to_...,. 

Quebec •• poait1oo .. the te"J"minua ot the iaperial u.n •• 10 

M wu to be expected the Colonial Contoronce touab-

ed ott a aenoral diacuaelon ot lMPOrlftl reletlooa 1D the 

., 7L•E.-6n ... nt, 31 July 1002• 
8Jbt4., ae Jul7 1902. 
o-

Ibid. t 25 Jaly lOOa. 
10tbide, l October 1902. 
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J'rench.Canadlan p...... A whole rash of alnor ucldeota u4 

atate.enta were recorded eiaillor to t ho•• that had occurred 

4urtnr. the Boer ar. Oil 3 Jul7 La Patrie c011plained tbat 

tbe detacbaeot of CanadlM troopa •bleb ba4 been ant Abroad 

to take part in the foeth~ttlo• in London had hell treated 

llk.e valeta. 11 Tbe next clay La l)reaae attacked tho •uaaoetioa 

b7 l)reeier ROfls of Ontario that the province' • fA.eutenut. 

GoYeroore be appointed by tbe Imperial GoYom .. nt in tutun. 12 

Ten d.a7• later the HoDtreal dail7 crittci .. ct a epeecb 1o 

Ensland by the Duke or Dnoneh1re f.wourtng sreater colonial 

contribu~ioDe to imperial dofeaoe.13 

At the cofttereoce ln London, Cbaaberlatn ueertoct 

that "bloodahed baa cemented tbe Britf.eh &lpire and the-e 

of unity 1a atroncer than it hu OYer been before".'4 The 

Coloaial SecHt....,. • • hope tor aacbino1'7 to eatablieb a _.. 

p lre.-.ride defeue policy wu Mt by X.urler•a doter.taatlOD 

to eater;uard C.nacU.an autoo01t17 and to limit tho countJ7'• 
18 

•llltary ca.ait.onta to the defence of her own territor,. 

The only plaD tor dofeDte that the Canadiaaa aonoUftCecl wae 

their teotative coiaalderatloo of the eetabllebaleot of a local 

naval force. 16 

liLa Patriot 3 July 1002 • 
.. la,. l ..... eee., 4 July 1002, 
1~tbl4•t 14 JulT 1002. 
14-

Maaon a4e, Op, Cit., P• 488. 
1~.o. DaYtd, ~urter, (Sa Vie • 8 • Oouwaea), (DeauclYllle, 1919), 
16 P• M , 

o . D. Skoltoo, Op1 Cit., li t P• 297. 



lD se~~eral , I urler' a performance at the ooaf...,_ 

uce wu e:a.dor8ecl iD l'noob Canada. Oil 13 Au.-t l$02 

J.t Preue pralae4 Laurier tor not w:uleriaktn added oa..lt­

..ota to the e~~pt.n.11 Ten <~aya later, La Preeae oballena ed 

the aecurac7 of an art icle 1n the Tt.ea of London which ha4 

" eortod that Canada ha4 qHe4 to cootribute to the expe&UHN~ 

ot the Drl tiah navy. 14 l"reeg nn~ on to a tate that 1 t bad 

DO objection to a plm innlvtq local naval detenoe a 

••• 1e Cuacla accoapltra un projet ent.retenu 4epuia 
lonRteapa, auolr la conatruct1on et le •lDtleD 
4'aa ou deux navlrea de aoerro, qui HroAt aa pro­
priOt.i et feroat b pollee de ooa plchoriea et de 
noa oStia. De .a.. que noua a'f'ODa aotre atllce, 
de .:.. noua aurona ootJ"e ar1H ••• l8 

OD 18 .Aupat 1902 Lo Soleil declared triumpbaDtlJ' 

on pqe one tbat the PriM Minlater had not aareect to ao7 

eODtrlbutlon to 4ef~ the eoet of t.perlal 4etence. 19 

L' Avonir d!.! Nord, the atroogly natlo.nallet Liberal paper of 

at. Jeroe., contNated tbe 1110od of tlte •~r of 1902 with 

that ot previo•• illrperial gathorinpt 

c •eat le retour & l'otat nor.al , la tin 4' uoe 
.. DYalee tt&.r.. Lee dJacoure d ' aujourd' hui 
soot 1101Aa 6olatanta, ~~~ala ila aoot plue .--ureota 
pour lea part'ftaD• de l'idie tran~aiee dana le 
nouYoau monde • 

beD Laarior retume4 to Caaada lD tho tall of 1902, 

he ... sreeted bJ an editorial lD La Patrie that 4eolare4a 

17~.a r roaae, 13 Ausuat 1902 . 
18 
~·• a:s Ausut 1002. 

11t.e s2tei1, 15 •uauat 1002. 

aol"' Aven!£ !)g No£41 7 Ausu..t l 002e 



I1 DOua reYient aana avoir aaarttt6 uoe paroelle 
de notro autonoaie, de not" aouvera1DiU aatlonale. 21 

Not aurprt.ins17 t.•BYanemeo! trle4 to rat.e aoae 

doubt tn the •lnda ot Jl'reoeh Canadlaoa about the defeoee s.aua. 

AD editorial OD 16 October 1902 queetlone4 whether the dupr 

of laperialia bad really puee4, aD a pproach whleb oonoecled 

that ~Y J'reaoh CanadiaDe •ore aat.t.lle4 for the .. nt tbat 

it W . aa L'EYltnt!'nt •aa coinJ throus,b the mot.iona ot p,..... 

Yldinc • op oalt.loo to tl1o Llberalat it wu not ci'WNidiftC 

tor the OYertbrow of Laurier wttb anytbtna like the ooa­

Ylctloo it bact abowD at certain perlocta durinc the Doer ar. 

The eoaaeoa• 1a Preoch Canada tbat bad developed 

around Laurier'• repliee to C~rlata lD ~ aprJ.Da of 110a 

coocemlnc the imperial deteoee queatloa, had baeD priMrlb" 

.allltalood b7 tbe llr'- Jlinuter•a atubbona nfUNl to be 

cSran lnto tina allitAry or oawal c.-.tt.ota at tbe Col--

where it could, but the atat.emeat 1D It! So!etl that"'J.r Wlltri4 

Laurier a fait co qu'll ••alt pl"'Jda823 belct lartro~ ~rue. 

The tact. tbat the CanruU.an pvo.....-t bad undertaa.a ten.tatlft 

couideNtioD of tile eatabllabllent of a local DaYal lone clid 

little to ...- lte record of achln.-nt ill combatiDc la~pe,._ 

lalS.t eoh..... J'or tbe ......at Laurier bad aDAde up the lOHM 

1a public 8UPJlOrt he bact auftered ln Frenc b Caoada duriDa tile 

iiLa Patrie, lG October 1902. 

~· .. visMent, 16 Octobel" 1902. 
»I.e Solell, 8 Novelllber 1002. 



Boer var. 

In January 1003, a aix-aaan convention wwa eatab-

lt.hed t.o resolve t.be lons outetan41na .Uaaka boundary ctt.­

pute . The ~un~ question proviaed a test of Dritain•a 

willlngneaa to come to the aid ot C~ada in a dt.puto wltb 

the United Statea. Inevitably, Uritaift•a failure to uphold 

Canadian lntoroats would be contrasted with Canada ' • contrl• 

button ot tl"''opa in the South African a.r. 'l'be French-Can• 

a4ien pree& re~arded the boundary question u an important 

Oo 26 Janr.1a17 1003, La Preaae napoocJod to the 

oatablte~at of the con~eotlon by char~ing tbat Britain 

bad beeo we io proteet!Ds Cauadlan lntereata. Tbe editor­

ial asserted that tbia failure hAd been tbo aajor justifica-

tion uaed by tbe &OYornment acaioat a broader acbome of 

i~orial defonco at tbe Colonial Oontoronce. 24 A few~· 

later an editorial ln tbe Montreal daily •tatod ovon more 

bluntly that the co iaa1on on he boqndary •aa a farce 4Dd 

that Canada wu about to be8DCirJflced agaia lor Anclo-AMr­

ican fr1ondsblp. 25 

Tbe ConaorYt.tive L' Erine ;!lt sreoted tho Aft'OOttncetMOt 

ot tho oo t.aton wltb typical cynic~• 

Troia rlcaitUJ ot tro1• an lais torAeDt la 
coeatulon. 
P~ur qu'e11e doone un ree~ltat prntlque, 11 

ULa Preue, 26 Juuary 1903. 
25Xb1d., 3 FebruaJ'7 1903. 



8S 
taut que l'r• ou l ' autre dea partie• gape un 
adYer alN aa cau.e , car U n •y a pu d ' anitre 
riel claDa fette coaalaaion. 
L' on a d&~a vu dee An. laia cider tacil.-ent aux 
Mt6rlcaine. 
Noua ne eonnaiaaona cu~re d'~rtcaina qui alent 
cidi aux Ans l aia. 
Et 11 ne noUII ae ble 1>4• que noa voiai.Da aoint 
eo iJeine de crier dee prieidenta. 
C•o t pour cela que noua ne voyone dana cette 
ooUYolle aucuo motlt d ' aetlon de crlce. a& 

La Patrie, the pereonal organ ot J.I . Tarte, crtti­

cieod tho Laurier &OYemCNnt tor accepttns tb.ta ton~ of 

arbitration in tbe Alas~ boun4ar.y queatlon. La Patrie, 

now boatile to tho coYoromeRt alnce ita aentor•a reeisoatlon 

troaa tho cabtnot in the tall of 1902, put the bl- on the 

CIIDadt.D pvomaent rather ~ on Britain. Thta waa not 

typical of the Yreneb-Cana4lan preaa, however, aD4 wu •re17 

a reflection of t ho now opeo hoattltty between Tarte and 

IA'wter. %'1 

The feud between La Patrie and the Liberal aovena-
- . 

mont lett tbo pArty YUlnorable in ffontreal Md 1n ooed of a 

aupportiq nonpaper. Durtns the winter ot 19031 thoro wu 

recurrent speculation tn t he Quebec pr.aa about t.b4t now paper 

tho Liberal s would lauocb to tho city.28 

\Shen the now publicatlon1 Le CaNula, odltod by 

Godtror Lanslote, appeared iD Montr eal OD 4 ' April 1003 1 it 

_,earrle4 an editorial on the .Uuka boUDdU7 question in lta 

26L•t:Yine~Mnt1 27 Janua1"7 1903. 
21:ts l'atr 1• 1 27 JonWU"1' 1003. 
28~ Courrier de St . Ozacifttbo1 28 .Janu,a.rr 1003. 
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firet number. Aaeerting tb.clt the manner iD wbieb the Dritiah 

ee iaeionore bad been appointed was o vJ.ct.o17 tor Canadlall 

autooom,y , tbe editorial atatedt 

••• un autre motif en favour de eo trait6 de 
l ' Aluka. 11 a donne 1 notre .,.,_ une occ•ion 
nou.elle cle e •attirmer de parler baut, 4 1 '-Poaer 
aee clialre l la .6tropole. Le Canada coepte deux 
co lNalroe eur troia repnaentanta dee 11\t,dta 
britann1quea1 Sir l~uia Jette et le Jus• Araourt 
et le tro1a1._, lord Alveraton, coamo1 du reate, 
loa deux autrea, a .ite noiiiBi eur la doatcoatJ.oo 
du aowem..,.t canadieo. ao 

lA Canada followed tho same llno of policy on quee• 

tiona of imperial relationa u tbe other Llber41 papera in 

tho proYtnce tr, dittonally bad done. It waa quick to defend 

tbe position that Canadlaft internal development a the 

country • a moat important duty to tho --vtre. :SO On 26 ~ 1903 

an ocUtorial etated that the tellintt arcument at the Colonial 

Conteronce the yeAr betoro bod boon Laurier' • eootontlOD 

tllat Caraacla • • railwa:ra wore a contribution to iaperlal defence. 31 

hile the paper ' • ed1tor1ol policy waa notbins new tor a 

Liberal organ, Le Cana9t wae, on the whole, leaa erratic tbaD 

La P•trit had been during its :rea ... of aup rt tor tbe covena­

nt. • While Tarte had uaod hie paper u a peraoOAl &ftOutb-

piece tba t bad, on oecuion 1 revealed tenaiona witbi.D t.he part.)' , 

lA Can da w a reliable aupt)()J'"ter ot IAurlor throuchout. . 

29Le Cnnruta, 4 Aprll 1003. 
30Ib14. t 14 A,,ril 1Q03. 
31lbld •• 20 tcay 1003. 
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Durlns 1003 tbe Aluka boundary question proatpted a 

aoriea of art1elea in the Frencb.Canodian press queationlDs 

tbe uaetulneaa ot an into .rated dotence policy. 'r)-pically, 

the crlti<;ue ot tt.teoce policy ran u tollona Canada doH 

not neod the Drltlah nawy for defence either tor ita terrltor,r 

or ita cOflllOrce becauae of ita geosrapbic leolat.t.on and tbe 

eue with which ita products can reach tbe United S tatea1 

Canada' s only o .. lble eaeey is the United S tatoa aeatnet 

who. the brt.tiah ~ le usele .. 1 1n an:r cue, Britain la DOt 

prepare4 to ebnd up tor CMadlan lntoreeta lD oppoeltion to 

the United Stat••• 

On 14 May 1903 t. PnHe oxpreued theao ldeu in 

an editorial which stated that 1n tllle of war Canadian .... 

aerce would have no ditficul t,- reach ins tbe American 1Mlrket1 

unleaa, ot coune, tbe war •aa wltb the United Statea. Ia 

that oveat1 Caruuta would be too bua7 to worry about c01aerce. 32 

A waonth later La Preeae accWMd Jll'ltcdo ot failtos coubteotl)r 

to preYent tbe Aaericaoa froa appropriating desirable parte 

ot Canada, J.neludlnl the dlet>utod. territory with Aloaka -

and this in eplte of Canada •e contribution to imperial defence 

throuch the oooatructioa of railway• aod canala that put the 

"Atlantic ocean only au days trnvel tro the PacU'ic for 

3ltii ii....... i<i May 1 ~ 
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. 33 
Drittab tore... ;•cv6n~n!. elallarl7 deprecated the value 

ot laper!cl defence arrucemente , arcuiol that nrttlah dip. 

lometa bad .acrlficed Canada' • aoat important lnteresta lD 

return tor American trtendahlp. 34 

Wltb all aeotore ot Fronch.Canadian opinion queet­

looin; the value ot tbe ia~Pertal llnk1 t be lfationall a t IMtYe• 

meot aow beaeo to take a DOre definite orauiutlonal tora. 

Under the leadership ot Oliftr Aaeeltn, a diaotple ot DOUI"U8at 

the L1sue Nattonallate ,., tcnanded in Mareh 1903. The toll­

tfta plank waft includod iD the oraanl.ation1e progra.me & 

Pour le Canada, dane eee rolationa avec la 
Orancle-Bret e , la JllUG lor. e .. aure d ' autonomle 
coapatablo avec le totten du lien colon1a1. 30 

Ja Auguat 1903, a reaolution tavourtna eolooW 

contrlbutiona to imperial defence, r asaed by tbe Conference 

ot Cbambei"'J of c erce of the Empire in ~tootreal , provided 

detonce la ue. The reaolution wbicb tbe cooterenco ha4 

pae11ed wu1 in tact, quite J.naocuoua. N. D. Naeaon, preeideot 

of the •tontreal Chamber ot CoJDaHtroo, had euecaaatully am.oded 

the .ottoo to favour oootributiona to iaperial defence ool7 

to the extent that the coloni" wiahed. The amended roeolu-

.ttoo reada 

R6aolu (l\le les colonloa reeonnalasont en princtpe 

33lbid., 2a June 1903. 
34~onenont, l :S lt'ebruary 1003. 
3G . 

Arthur !ole~, Op. Cit . t P• 68. 
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qu ' ll T a liou de oontrlbuor 1 la 46tenae 4e 
l ' Emptre. 
ND!a quo los colonloG •• roeervent le prlYll&se 
d •ueor de leur propre inltlatiYo quant au .ode 
et & la nature 4e& aocour.~ qu ' ila pourraient 
jusor & propoa d ' oftrir l l ' aveolr l l'~plre 
brltannlque. 3G 

lA t'reaae in tho 81W1Nt 1a ue 1n Which it reported 

tho pass e ot the resolution, critlclsod the con.ference for 

ita poaltlon oa t he question of 1wperlal detonco. 37 Tbia 

roapotaae by La ! reese , a paper wbtch bad never dlaputod the 

notion that Canada had a role to pl&Q' 1n imperial defence, 

provided that the role be decided on by the Dolllioton, and 

cODal.et , tor tho 110et part , ot aouuree tor Canadian defence, 

roveale the continutnc aen.itlvlty of Froncb Cana41aua to tbe 

1aper141 dofenco queetlone 

L' Avenir du Nord , the Liberal or an of St. Jeroee 

alao •• the roaolutlon u dmJgorotMt. Crltlctelna tbo Frenoh 

Canadians 'llbo bad voted tor it at the conference, t he paper 

decli\rod that tho amondtDOnt did not offset the c14nproua 

oclmluion of t he prioclolo t bat Canada abould contribute to 

erlal dofonce. 38 I.e Canada c ooted thet thoao who had 

voted tor the rooolution did not apo tor the majority ot 

i.IJeir countr,'lll80. 39 Tbe ConaorvatiYe Le Courrier do st. lzaolntbf 

.fiLa Preas•• 17 Au~t 1903. 
37Ib14., 17 Ausuat 1003. 
38L• Av•ir Du Nord, 24 Aus-t 1003. 
39

Le Conadf• 17 Aucust 1003. 



pointed ara•elT to the lDtluenco wbicb gatherinp like the 

Cb.Mbera ot Co erce o t'ten bad on tntluenct.ns peria1 rel a­

tiona l 

Lee conaltquoneea do eer.ablablea riuniona aont 
d 1une portio toujoure c cnaidoroble. £11ee 
influent boaucoup aur la pelitiqu•• 4ont ell .. 
ne aont. au toad qu' Wl 40suue nt et veuvent UMtner 
un chana ent radical dQOS notre 6tat polittque 
v.t....&-v1a de 1 • Anglo terre. 40 

lD thta wide pread oood ot concem, Uenri Dour••• 

cr1tictecd t he Prench Canadtana Wbo bact Yoted tor the reaol-

utton. 41 23 Ausuet tbe Lt;ue Natlonaltate held ita firat 

public meetina at t he Theatre Rot1oaal in Montreal to proteat 

tho a tond wbicb the conference had takon oa iMperial defetaee. 

Bouraasa, the pr1ftctpal ape~r, accu.ect Cb-berlain ot apoa­

s ortns t he aeet!Dg of C~rs ot Coamerce 1n Nootreal and 

tbe dofoace reeolutton to proaote hla i~erialtat policiee ia 

Britain. Bc)u.raesa attncked the reaolutiOI'l u tollowa 

Le comprond.a reccmoa:lt le principe de la d6fenee 
lmperiale. Ce o•eat plua notre paya que nou. 
proMettona do doteudre, c • a t tout l ' Eaptre • 
••• Notr e premier devoir .. t de d'velopper notre 
PG¥•• A l ' Aft«lete....-. noua oe devou nl ranoone 
ni reconna1aaance. •2 

After nouraaea•a addreea ~be meottng paaaed a reaol• 

utloo atatina in ~art • 

Cooe1d rant que l a situntlon partieult&re du 

4'\.e Courrler de S t , Dtoeiftthe, 22 Aoauat 1003, 
41La Preaae , 18 Auauat 1003. 
42nobort Runtlll,- , ltt atoiro de l a Province de qu6beo, ( otreal , 10M) 1 

XI , PP• 23, 24 . 



Canada le .. , l l'abri de touto attaque dee 
natlooa europienee et a•tatlqueeJ 
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Conalclirant que lea £tata-Uole aont la aeule 
nation avec qui lo people canadien emtue •• 
troUYer en confltt , at que la Orande-Bretape 
noua a donne malnte preuve qu ' elle ne peut et 
ae veut pi"'t6ser noa lntidta cont..- lee exia­
eancee de la rinublique ..ertcatna . 
Cette aeaembl · e •• declare oppoeeo & toute diponee 
conalderable pour l ' orcanlaatlon •111talre du 
Canadat elle coo~• le mllttartaa., ot aftlrme 
qu.e le peuple ocnadten ctott cooceotrer towt aH 
etforta vera le devol:Spo•ont pacltiquo de ••• 
ricbeesee naturellea . 

It 1a eisntflcant that tlte resolution was drafted 

at a tt.o w eo the Aluka boundat7 qu .. tton waa creatlq con-

cem about t he country ' • rela tione with tbe Cnlte4 Stat••• 

Tbe Met log wae elq)roaainc autonoaou eentt.ente, but e<tuall,. 

i t • expreeetnc dleaatt.taction with 8rit1ah defence of 

Canadian tntere•t cntnat the United Stat••• Dritaift ' a weak 

atand on the Aluka boundary queatton caueed tbe Nationalleta 

to queatton the imperial link. Bouruaa•e belief in tho fall 

of 1899 tba.t the Urttteb cooueetion could protect Canada 

a ainat the lhl ted StatH 44 wu becoatnc unteoable in the 

11sht ot ~be evente of 19031 The reaolu,1on ot the Conference 

TU ill{)erlal t i e , at beat a swu-aotee .of CAN14a' e po•1t1on ill 

North America, aa far aa the Nnt i nnaltate wet"o eoncemed , wu 

beco.ing 1natood a link tha t Niaht draw t he country toto the 

Uta l'Teaae t 24 Aupat 1903 • 

"uenri Bouraaea, Op , Cit. • })e 46 . 



defence of the npire, while s erving Canada no useful purpoae. 

While t he French-canadian preas had senerally been 

hoatile to the i mperial dofcnce res olution, it waa not &nJ 

friendlier to Bouraaaa •a address to Le Ligue Nationali e te. 

La Preeae took i ssue with Bourasaa•a criticiaa of t he French 

Canadians who bad voted for the res olution. Tbe editorial 

stated that only t wo French Canadians had been at the .. etinc 

&I 

and that they had IIMinaged to converi a daDgeroua reaolu'tion into 

a aeaninsl eaa one . La Pre••• concratulated the two .. n for 

winning a diplomatic Yictory. 45 

La Patrie, wboee .. ntor J . I . Tarte had aplit with 

Laurier in the fall of 1902 over the quea tion of tariff pollc7, 

attacked Bourassa tor r a i a tns false laauee. ~he editorial 

pointed out that Br itain was a valuable 8tal"ket tor Canada and 

that now that Chaaberlaln bad cotM out in favour ot i •per1al 

preference s reater advanta«ea could be obtai ned. Under the 

clrcumatancea , there waa no reason to make a loud proteat about 

the imperial defence resolution , which 1n no ·~ t hreatened 

Canadian autooo-.y • 46 

L•EY•n•m~,t. COBI!lented that Bourassa, in hta critiotaa 

ot the reaolution, had not taken Laurier to task tor s peakin& 

to the final banquet ot the contereace without .. ntiontns the 

4gta Preaae , 25 August 1903. 
66t.a Patrie , 24 August 1903. 



dotonce reeolution. 47 

The iocidont of tho dofence resolution at the Confer-

eoce of the Chambers of C~rco died down quickl7 after 

Dour aa•• tMetina at the Theatre National. The iaeue bad hold 

the attention of Quebec for about a weeki lt had abowft that 

the imperial defence t.sue ltQ' conat.atl7 beneath the aurface 

of French-Canadian polltt~e road7 to erupt on the altahteet 

pretext. Imperial satherin&s like the co~rcial conference 

in P.Jomtroal in the &UIIICMtr of 1003 often aerved u the occuloo 

tor eYer, ae.-ent of Quebec opinion to reiterate ita ., ... on 

~erial rolationa. A r .. daya otter the conference eoded1 

the c._leaion of arbitration on the Aluka boundar,r held ita 

firat ••tina 1D LoncJoo. 48 
Tbo attention of tb.o French-Can• 

adlan proaa thereupon abittod from tbo •1Dor t peat of tho 

Cbambere of Co.Deree .. atiog to t be tar .ore aorioue queation 

of the Aluka boundary. 

lhen tho atorr broke in Canada on 19 October 1003 

that the United Stat .. bad boon favoured by the co . iaalon ot 

arbitration on all aajor po~te of diepute relatioa to the 

.Uaakll bouncSar.r, 49 there waa a bitter r .. ponae throqbout 

the rrenc anadiao preae. All aocttooa of tbe preaa acreed 

on tbe leportanee of tbe territoJ"7 that Canada had lost. n~ 

ever, tho preaa woe divtdod aharply in aaa eaatns r oaponaibllltJ 

tor tho outc0111a0• Tbo oppo itioa proaa, includtns the Couer-

47L•Ev-\nCKftent, 26 Augu•t 1003. 
48ta Vr .. ee, 3 Septe•bor 1903~ 
'0t. •Ev-in~meot , 10 OCtober 1003. 



vati ve papere and tho dlaaident !:! Patrie , condoaneCS tho Cu­

odian government and Sir Wilf~ld L3urler for bnving aceepted 

a ech..e of arbitration wh1cb bad been properlJ rejected in 

1800, The Liber31 p....,a and the t:tde endent La Press• attae• 

ed tho Dritleh and oapeelally Lord Alveratone for bavins alded 

with tbe United 8 tatee •Bainat Canada. 

L•ErinOCMnt ot Queboo City isnor-ed the quoation of 

Lord Alvoratone and concentrated ita attock on Laurior, coma.at­

ins that be 1144 e utterod a humiliating defeat. 50 Le Courrler 

de ,t, llyacinthe alao centred ita attAck on LaUl"ier but noted 

that Canada hacl been sacrificed by Brltlah diploaaac:r. 81 La Patrie, 

1ft tho heat of the Tute-Laurler toud, cG~MMnt-eda 

Noua aYone aoua los you~ , le r6eultat de la pollttque 
nouvelle adoptio par lo cabinet d• Sir 1ltr1d Laurier, 
Moue perclooe - aana retour • l ' entree principal• du 
Canada1 en fait lA soule entree coesereiale du 
Yukon. t>a 

The Liberal pre•• of French Canada, released for oDCe 

from tho necessity of keepllls up appearance• of sood relatlona 

between the LAurier sovernmont and tho ~tber country, botl7 

attacked the Britiab. Le Can da coanenteda 

Noue allona aYoir encore une Douvelle trabiaoo de 
noa 1ntor:ta 1 a3outer lla longue liste de detectiona 
br1tanniquee • 
• • • Noua no aOCIIXIe• aucunoment aurpria de eo qui arrive. 
Noue noue y attendiooe, 
••• la deciaion dn tribunal do l ' Alaaka portera aGre­
ment cboa lea ho~• qui retlecbl•••~t un rude coup 
lt•iarpltrlalieme au Canada. G3 

lSOlbicl., 2.2 October 1903. 
51Le Cotarrier do Bt . Dzacintbe , 24 Octobor 1003. 
5~ Patrie, 10 October 1003. 
53Le Canada, 19 Oetobor 1003. 



L' Avenlr du Nord recttod tho looa ltat of peat 

border dia~~tes witb the Unitod Statca to demonatrote the 

equally lone t.raditioo of nrttteh perflc!T re Ardin& Canadlall 

intereste. ~· editorial concluded ~lth a warning that the 

~rial link aa 1n er of becomtnc a cbaiD. M 

La Preas. waa bitter 1n i ta denunciation of Drl-

t.alna 
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Notw l ' ovooa dit vingt folaa & quoi bon noua jeter 
por la t3te & toue IDOI!Ieftte la protection 4u 4rapeau, 
qUAD4 11 noua manque chaquo tota quo noua en ovona 
beaotn? A quoi bon tatre 111J"oiter l ' ova.n e 4 ' uoir 
w.o repreeentattoo d.&me le l'arlOGJent brttonnlqu.e, 
quand uno repriaeotation cl' uo tlen doa1a la Co•t .. loa 
do 1 ' Alaalul no noua a pa valu la motndre intlueaoetSCS 

our yeure earltor, in tbe fall of 1699, wbeo La Pre­

bad oppoeed tho eendinl ot a Canadian cOGtlD t to ft(;bt in 

South Africa, an odlto.rial bnCl amed that Britain tra.dltlon• 

ally bad not stood up tor CGnndlan lntereate a atnat the United 

Statea. TbG 8AQO editorial bttd ctt.od the 4luka boundary u 

a current diapute which eou14 likely load to anothor socrlfloo 

of Canadtao interoata. 00 In t he fall of 1003 the uaortiou 

ot the antt-~rlallata that the iatperial link wae a one-way 

alliGDco which beoetttted only Dritaio seemed to bavo been 

bome out. A '" •eok$ later t.a Proue drc tho inevitable 

conclualou troo th• courae of ov nte 1 "Noue imltorone 1 ' Empire. 

Noua con ulteron.e noa lnt6rlte avant lee •teua" . G? 

1' rl7 1D J)ecember 1903 llonrl Uouruea addreaeo4 a 

~'Avenir de Nord, 24 October 1003. 

:JGLa t•Nt~tee , 20 Octobor 1903. 
36Ib1d., 14 Octob•r 1899. 
87

Ibld., 3 Noveober 1903. 



meotlnc of ~he Llrruo Notionaltete lD Quebec City, whore bo re­

poAted an aaeortion mado at bta eorllor meotins at t he Theatre 

National that Dritatn would not and could not defend Canadiau 

so 0 intoroeta against tho Unitod Stat... Oounaaa•• wiew that 

the colonial etatua ot CGIUlda ant protection from the United 

Statee and no roapo ibility 1D inporial defence bad aubeee 

quontly been undora1ne4 both by the aendinl of CaoadiaD troope 

to fight lD Soutb Africa and by the eettlemont ot the Aluka 

botsn4ar,y dt.pute. 

Al thoU&h tbe outcOIDO of tt•e boundary diaputo wae of 

sre t i ortance tn ehaptng tho attitude of French Cooa4lana 

toward the 1 erial connection• tbo issue did oot throaton a 

al..ai"J' political battle within French Canada, • had partlei­

patlon in the Doer tar. Not surprieingly, the oppoaitloo pnu 

took the &ovornmont to task, but Laurier did not t1n4 blmoelf 

Arras tns position be hnd occupied 

4urJ.na tbe South African "ar . Ttte r rimo Hinister moved 

1 .o41ately to 4erivo what advantase be could from the defeat. 

lle told the tJouee of Co.DODGI 

l have ott on recrot ted ••• \bot .. have not 1n our 
own baoda tb t treaty-aaakins power, whicb would 
enable ua to dlaroso ot our CMID attaiN • 
• • • eo lons u Canada rematna a depondoncy of tbe 
Drltlah Crown the prceont power& that wo have are 
DOt autflolent tor tbe aolntenanoo of our rlr.hta. 
It t. importAilt tbet we el\ould aetc tbe Drf.tleh 
Parliament for more oxtenelv power, eo that if 
twer we have to deal with ttora ot a airnillar 6~ nature aaain .,. ehall deal •itb them in our own ·~· 

88L•~vltn-.moot , ~ bor 1903. 
39canada, llouae of COftDOI\8 batee , 1003, VI , 23 October 19031 

PP• l48i4, 14811. 



CaD 4a had loat the Aluka panhandle but her PJ"ime 

Mioleter bad reaponded b7 detlectins tbe blame on the Drit1ab 

GoYem.ment and b~ aaeertlnl the neod tor enlaraed Canadien 

control over Canada' • forelso relatiou. f'or the I*NieDt 

Laurier - tar removed froa tbo illperl.allet rbetorlo of 1891 

that bad done h i m eo much damage. Vlacinc bitaaelf on the roacl 

to cro t.er autonorq he could not be challenged in Fronch Canada. 

Tho etrooalT Canadian ettpbuia of hie polio)' waa reitented iD 

o epeocb at t he canadian Club of Molltreal 1n JanuaJ"f 19CH. 

Laurier eepbuiae4 oolontal selt- goYomaeot u the link blftd• 

in tho empire to ether, and expreued t he hope t hat Can46a 

would IIOCDe tta_y have t .... t:r..-.akJ.nc ponra. Ue went oo to atate1 

lA 1oa- aiacle a eU le at:Cle cJea .tate-Vnta eur 
la ten• d ' AaOrlquo. Sana ltre [ti"Opb.&te , je eroie 
poUYoir attlrDer que le ~ ateele aera le allele 
clu Canada . GO 

Durina tho yoar fol lowlng the eet tl nt of the 
~ 

"' . 
Aloaka boundar,y diepute the issue ot imperial defo~e lD Can­

ada foouaaod OD t be Canadian mtlltla, ita intemal reor;anl.­

atlon and the relation of tho ~litl.a'• Drltle commander to 

t l\e Can dian oablnet . In March 1904 the I OVonuaent iotro-

cSuce4 a now $illtta 0111 wblcb would enlar • the force , leocthea 

the period of i ta • r unouevree , eod Ctlt.lke t he coa!M\D.der more 

clirectly roeronaible to t bo cabinet . 01 Tbe oow l aw, l ike the 

· old, provt de<J for a leYie .!!! .uae in t ime of em.~•~ency , but 

UDder the n bill the Canadlan c abinet and not the I-.perial 

00t. Presao, 10 January 190ol. 
61~.,o 8 o1e11, 28 Nat"Ch 1*>4. 



governmeRt would have tbia power to raieo troops, 

'l"he Conservative preu in French Can4da attacked the 

bill both tor the added expeneo it would entail and tor the 

provie1on tor coapuleorr service in t~ of emer c~,62 

Le Coun-ier de St, lizaeiotbe deplorad what it called the ail• 

itariaa of the ~urier aovern.ent and described the bill aa a 

conaplracy for tbe de truction "de notre autonomle et de not ... 

race" ,63 

The Liberal preae t ook iaaue wltb the Conaervatlve 

critic'-• lA Cana4t pointed out t bat tho c oapulao17 ••"ice 

olauae of tbe bill waa al~t identical to a clause 1n tbe pre­

Yioua )lacdcmalct-Cartler sdlitta law. 1A Cnnada warned tbat the 

country' • enaed toreee were taadequa.to and 81"8\led that the new 

expeneo would be 3uetifiecl by tbe noo4 to ~roYe the efteett..­

Deea of the a illtia, Tbe editorial deoied any daDger of war 

with the VAtted tatea but .. id that •llitary preparedll ... •• 

a suarantee of peace,64 The editorial went on to aa, that 

uoder the new bill tne sove~nt would be able to appoint a 

Canadian ofticor to oomaeod the •ilitta, 

Bouraaaa, writing 1D the nn , ootr-.al week17 lA Nat­

ionaliate, defended the aovernDOnt for ita nov •illtia bill, 

De ridiculed tho Conaorvatlve$ for boldln& up the old bill .. 

~aL' Lv6nOClegt, 11 •~arcb 100.. 
63Le Courrl•r de at . t ;rac1ntbe1 30 Marcb 1904. 

ML• Canada, 24 MaNb l:JO.t , 
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a llOdel of virtue : 

Le chance nt eat notable. En Yort.u de la l oi 
Cartier , le rot peut ap~elor notre ailice 1 
l ' 'transer loraqu1 t1 y • eeaaee au etat de cuerre, 
cS ' invaston ou d ' iftaurrection, aur un point quelcoaque 
de 860. ~,, .... 

, •• Dane eon ena~bl• la loi projetee earque ua 
srand procd. de 1 1140e autonoll1ate1 et 11 eat 
partaU • ...at ridicule, de la part clea joumaua 
qui clorltleot aana ,.a .. l •eaprlt nattooal de 
air Geo oe Carttor, 0 

Since tho Colonial Conference ot 1002 Laurier had 

regalnod tbe auprort of Douruaa, Nevertheleea, tbe Jtontreal 

Liberal o an, Le Canada, had been unfr iendl y to Dourasea and 

Le Nationaltnte on tbe occaaion of tbe lAtter paper ' • found­

inC• 1:0 Cena9! bad obaerved that laporialiam waa alread,7 

dead and that tb.ore w • no need tor a new neupaper to ext..,_ 

guish it. 66 For tbo tt.e ~•ina bowove~, Laurier•• pursuit ol 

Canadian autono~ belped to avert a final break wttb Bouraaaa. 

Three mootba otter t ho paaaac o of the Militia Aot , 

the a ilitla waa to p~vide a no• teaue ~t waa iDdtr.ctlr 

to uelat Laurier lA t ho purautt ot b1a policy ot nationhood 

wi thin t be eCDPire. It involved Lord Dundooetld1 the General 

Officor COUI!IADdt na the Canodtao Forcoe. 

The a.o.c. , ap otnted by the DrJ.t1ab sovel"ftJJent 

and yot r .. _porualble to t be Canadian Mlnl""ter of •silitto , hAd 

alWQJe occup i ed ao amblsuoua poattton. Apparently it ... 

, diff icult lor the Coc.ander accuetoaed to the DON aopbtsttoatecl 

05to Nationoltate, 3 April 1004. 
66t.e Canada, 14 Marcb 1904 . 
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Brl tiah regular •1"'1:7 to aubcD1 t to tho •01'• ot the COlUldlan 

lldlltia1 or to reeiat beooaf.os lnvolvod ln aquabbl ea w.ttb the 

coverDJHnt. Major-Gooonl E,T. B. ltuttoo1 o,o.c. at the tllle 

ot the outbrealt ot the Doer ar, bad jolned in the proaaurea 

oa the govornaent to send a contingent to Soutb Atrica1 aub­

eoqueatly, the government had toroecJ hie recall 1n a patronace 

dlapu~o ln 1900. 67 

ID add-Juae 10041 Lord DwuJonald, G.o.c . tor the 

pre•lowa two ,.eara, cbaraed tho .-e~t with exorclatns 

unclue political lntl uence in the appolnt.ent ol allttta 

ottlcere, 68 De waa reterrift& to tbe tact that 87dney Plaher, 

the acting Miftlater ot Militia, ba«l removed the 11aa. of ou 

Dr. Plekel ot 5weoteburg troaa the llat of ott lcer appolDtlaeDta 

because the Doctor waa a poltttcal oppooent. 69 Whatever the 

merlte of Flaber' • action, the case soon became one ot clviltao 

vereue 'ftilitary control of the •1lt.tla1 anct tbo sovenu~ent bact 

ao choice but to tire the a.o.c, by order-to-couoel1. 10 Never-

theless , though 1 t waa clear troa the a tart wbat t ho outcOM 

of the Dunctonald aftatr would be, t here waa an eooi"''''IIua uproar 

1n the Frencb..Cana<llu pre••• 

The LlberQl pr .. a a t once leapt to tbe attack , ualfts 

the occulon to advance the co.uae ot CarmdiaD aut ono_,.. lA Cenecl! 

declared tbat t he tncideat proved ODCe atf ln tbat the Britiah 

61 G.P.G. Stanl•~• Canada' • Sol dlere, (Toronto, 1000) 1 P• 293. 
68L•Erino~»nt, 0 June 1004. 
69Ibld., 0 Juoe 190t. -70Le Canada, 16 June l oot. 
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otticera appo.tnt..S to co•and the Canadiu adlt.tia 414 not 

understand tho nature of their poaltlon. They were notll.J.nc 

N than functt.onarlea 9J1o w&re reaponalble to the lllnlater 

ot ~llitt.a. the paper stated. 11 The independent La Pre•••• 

takln& a aial.ltar atud, appeale4 to t he Conae.I"Vati.Yea la 

the Uouae ot Co.mona to lla 1t their orttic~ to the queetloo 

ot wbetber Fieber bad turned down tho o l aalon of a qual l • 

tte4 Mil an4 to avotcl the qu. .. tlon of whether tbe mintater 

bad tho rtabt to t e the action he bad t ken, 72 

In an article 1n Le lfationallate, Oliva:r AuellD 

uaed the oec:aaloo of the D\mdonald affair to expound hie 

vle• Ol'l t he relatiooahlp between Canada and Britain and ita 

impllcattone for defence polio~. He aald that becauae of 

CIIIUlda' a oolonlal atatu. within the e.ptre, Oritaln had tho 

benefit of the oountr,y ' a port. ond ratlwa,ya for hor at11t&r7 

use. In return for thta, uaelln arsued, Br1ta1D wu reapoa­

etblo for tho defence of Caaada1 except , of oourae , tor the 

keepin« of internal order, Ro eont1nue41 

Le jour o~ noua eeriona en · tat de aoua d.Otendre 
contre l ea Etau- Vnla, noua serione plus forte que 
1 1 Ansleterro . Roue n • aur ions be oin nl d• p oi raux 
an lat.. , ni do gOUYemeure ADglaie1 oi du cJrapoau 
AD•lal•e 

AaeeU.n tbel\ added, u Douru a had ln 1899, that 

Canada wu not ;rot roatf7 tor Jadepencleocoa 

Noua YOulone blea le .. totten du atatua suo pendaftt 

ft Ibid., 9 June 1004. 
7 -
~ Preas•• 10 June 1004. 



plueieure ODD8ee encore, le l conditiOD que 
1• gouvero ... nt hapirial c ... • de •• talre .repn­
eenter au Canada rar dee valeta qui n •oat_~our Ja­
elon que d ' lDtrlcuer contre aoe 1nt6r&te. 7'1 

Tbe Cooeervative pre.. la Quebec ooocomed 1 taelt 

witb the rtaht ot &OYol"lllllllent opponents to poeitiou in tt. 

Militia rather than witb the ~u•stion ot the relation ot tbe 

co-.nder to the Minietor ot tUlttl.a. For tb .. , the vll laia 

waa Sydney F1aher1 not Lard Pundonald. L•Evene .. at eupported 

Lord DUndonald' • critlciae of tbo c overn.ent1 

••• lea .. eertions du g6niral di.ontront ~·e le 
elniatre de l ' A«rlculture (l'laher) a voulu _,ler 
1a poltttquo I 1 1orcanleat1on d ' un r6ct-.nt, qu' t.l 
a lonste.pe travo1116 daaa ce but et qu ' 11 a r6uaa1 
dana la ... ure de aon poaalble. 
Votll eo quo! 11 a abuee de aon droit ot co ... at 
e • expllque 1a proteetatloa 4u general , 7~t 11 abu 
nt tel qu ' il juatlfie la prot .. tattoo. 

1ft another editorial , L• 4ven ... nt rejected the idea 

that the DundoDAld affAir would have been tor the b .. t it bS. 

108 

Lordahlp were replaced by a Can dian officer. The editorial 

aucseoted that it the otticer wore not tro• the party 1a power 

be would bo forced out with 41eutroua roeulu. 78 

dona14 into ao•thina of a hero by aucgoetiDc that while othel"'l 

had been pla.ylllc politic• be bact beeo trytnc to bullet the arliT. 70 

Oa 4 Jul7 lG<M the Quebec City Conaervative dail7 backed 

T.c. CugraiD ' a po•iticm in tbe Jtou.e of Coanone thAt Fieber 

· wu not a aupertor ott icer of Dundonald and therofore had not 

ba4 the ri5bt to deal with him tt•• •az he bad. Thta eat ..... 

ftLe Mat1ooaltete1 2'1 Juoe 1004. 
7'L' EYene nt, 13 June 1904. 
75tbld., lG June 1004 . 
76-
~·, 89 June 1004. 
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JtO•lU.on on the part ot J, • von~ment, implytnc • it dld the 
l 

aupreaacy of the Br1t1ah a llitla commander over the Canndlan 

soverome~t, wa• •o much at variance with the p~per•• tra41tloo-

' ' al dofeDCo ()f Canadian autoftoat;r •• to be explained onlJ' b7 
'\ 

partban conatderattone. "1'1 /. 

te C~urr1er de 8t, !fA91Dtbe, ~11• etoc wltb 

1. 1£v~ne oat ll\ ita critlc.i- of Fleh.er, cU4 ~t t17 to ...­

• .,..,. of Dun4011ald. Le Courrtar aon.tde .. ad +• u-o-der 

to have been imprudent ill bta behaviour. 78 

The Dtm4onald attalr aoon took OD thtt appearance ot 

an &n«lla~rencb confroDtation aa well .. a Llberal.Con•erra­

tlYe club, Speaktna ill the Uouae ot c~u, taurlv, 1ft aa 

untortUIUlte allp of the toa81M1 des cribed Dtmdonald • a "for­

e! er" and then, quickly cheekins ht.eelt exploifted t hat he 

ha4 aeant ~trancer". 79 'l'he word itrane-r hu both •anlnca 

to. Yroneh, 1'h1a error proYOked a aerie• of a ttacks on Fnoob 

Canada in tbe Eftsliab Conaervative preae , auch .. a reference 

tn t ho Ottawa Citi!!!! to French Canadiane u torel40ere ln 

Canftda. 80 
A nolay apeakins tour of Can dian cit1ea b1 Lord 

Durulonald botore his departure tor Britain belpe4 keep the 

iaeue al1vo. 81 

91xbt4., 4 July 1904. 
78-

Le Counter de Ste Hyaclntbe9 113 J uly 1904. 
79Le Canada, 16 June 1004. · 
80Ib14., 6 July 1904. 
81- . 

Lo Caruuta, a8 J uly loot. 
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The Dundonald tneident hutenod the replaeet:Htnt of 

tho office of o.o.c. with a Nilitia Council , co rtalns the 

NiD1ater of National Defence, the Deputy Jlniater, the accoua­

tant of the Doparbleot and tho tour military beads of tbe 

Dranehee of the Staff • Created by order-in-council 1D 

Rovomber 1004, tile Mili tia Couocil waa clearly u advleO.J7 

bo_. at the diaposal of tbe Ni11t1a •linieter. Tboqb a MdHt 

etopt tbe repl acement of the oftieo of G.o.c, further roduo•d 

t he imperial role lo tbe detonco of Cana4a. 82 

With t ho calling or a federal olecU.on in t bo fall 

of 1004, the aftor.ath of fooling fro. tho Oundonald atfalr 

waa quickly dlaeipated. LAurier •ent into the campaiao wi th• 

out aertoue problOGNt ln .French Canada. f arto, admittedl y , bad 

lott tho fold but ca yet Douroeaa and hla tollowora bad not 

broken with t ho Liberal c hief. Beaidoe, Lourior' a r.cord •iDe• 
tho previoua cone 1 election •• unlmpoo.cbable . ne bad ·-· ..... 

ful ly wit batood Cbamberlaln ' a plaDa for ~per1al defence 1ft 

1002. lle batt turned defeat in tho Aluka boundary ctlaput e 

lnto an ar~nt tor Ct.inacU.an treaty-making power. lle had 

dieal.eaoct Lol"4 .Dunclonald when bo bad publicly cr1t1ct aod the 

gonmment. • For tho 10011eot t here we... no threat• to Cenadian 

autonom, on the hortaon aad it •oa difficult to attack tbe 

PrliM Minuter on that ecore • Tbe IIAiD ia•uee ot tbe CMIJNlign 

W.re a proaperlt7, the tariff and tbe GrAnd Trunk Paoitlc. 
sa G. F, G. Stonley, Op, Cit., pp, 299, 300, 
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The unimportance of the i mper1ol defence ieeue la nveale4 in 

a llat , printed lo L• ygnMiloot , ot 150 reaaona to vote asalut 

Laurler1 not one ot t h bad to do wit h the defence quoatlon . 83 

Aa in the loctlon of 1000, an iacident developed 

around the queetlon of Wldcb partJ La Preeae would aupport. 

Tbia tiMe the l1eckensle and Nann lotereete, who wi ehed to 

defeat Laurier eo aa to do away with tbo Orand Trunk ~acltio 1 

•ore the prt• MOYers. On 11 OCtober 1004 Troffle Dertbla_.. 

clcenele and Nann iot.ereata a occordlne 

to tlMt plan, tho paper trae "" to come out aga1Dat Laurier and 

the Grand Trunk Poctt.t.c. nowover, Laurier caught w.lftd or the 

aalo cl convtr.ced DertblaUIM that , it it bocamo own tbat 

La Prctese bad be.n aolct tor aucb porttaan purpoaoa1 ita reput­

ation woul d be ru1no4 and t be paper would be wortbl .. a . 86 On 

21 October 1004 La Preseo ran an editorial don,yiq that the 

paper had come unuor t he c-ont rol of the imperials..ta. Tbe 

editorial atatod tbat to t he preeont. olection campaisn t he 

paper l~ltod ita totoroate to three quoetiooaa defence ot 

t ho Gnmd 'l'nmka denuoclatloo ot lopertallemt and pl"'OIIItloo of 

a protoctivo tarU'I, The paper, the editorial atated, retained 

ito political tndopondonce, 88 Aceo•utt& ot tbo eale of L! PJ!a!• 

and questlona about ita futuro editorial policy were prtbte4 

83L•Cvone~t, 28 Oc:tobOr l004. 
·&& 

Joeopb ~ ebull , Lauritr, (Toronto, 19GG), P • 444. 
85te Pro•••• 21 October 10M. 
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1n aenral Quoboc pnpore durlntt the campaip, 86 It la poaalble 

that tbla public ecruttny aa well aa ~urter'• work bobind the 

eccmea conYinced t he cnmora of La PreMo tN&t their echnle wu 

a ruinous ooe. Io any caao, tl\e 1nc1dent bad neslit;ible effect 

Md LAurier • a returned to power oo 3 NoY .. ber 1~ wi tb u 

tncreaaed majority. ODe loo« tena reeult ot the La Pre••• ia­

clc1on• wae that tho paper e.err:od a recular and peJ'IDIIDent aup­

JlOrtor of the Liberal• . Al tbougb not a part7 orsan 1 ike 

lA Canada or lA Solei11 La PrHt~e could be coUftted on to de­

teod LAurier in ~tme• ot po11tlea1 at le. 

Tbe next throe yoare • troa the election of 190f t o 

tbe I~orial Conference ol 100"1 • waa to be a qttiot perloc1 aa 

tar aa the t.perial defeoco iaauo • aa concerned. Durtna that 

period Caoada took oYer t he naval buee at llalltax ADcl · Laquiecllt 

and the l aat Drttiab trool"t left Canada. The debate continued 

between ~tooo wbo fAYoured contribution. to t.perlal defence 

and t hos e who d14 not, but 1t •oe largely a t heoretical coAeo 

troveray, n-ot involvl.nc 1 edlnto dect..lona. Yroa the etancl­

potnt ot French Canadlaae, t ne major political t.eauea n re 

intemola iu.lisra tion, • tnorltT eduootlon in the o .. proYiaee• 

ot Sukatcboan nd Al~rta. and the ontr.J ot the Nationalle te 

l ot o Quoboc provlnoial polittee . The 8tMasal o bet ween Laurier' • 

vl•lon ot pao- Cana<J ian nationhood and Oourusa' • ideal of a bi• 

OAtioaal tedoratton continued 4urios t h .. e TeArS• Por the 

86Lo Cannda, 24 Octobor 100f t Lo Nationallate , 16 October 10041 
L•~v6neaent , 21 October 190i. 
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aoaeut queatione of ~pertal rolatiooe 1~ dor.aant . 

OD 22 Februa17 190S Le C!p da "gorted that Canacta 

would tako over tho baeea at £aqu1malt and IJalifax 1n the near 

future , The Montroal Liberal orsan eonatdorocS that tb• ., .. 

would be ao extension of Canadian autonom;.y and would eneure 

Parlta.ent •a complete authority in dofence ~ttera.87 Tbe atep 

ln kooplfta wltb the Laurier polic~ ot tbe precodlnC yeara. caue­

ed little coaasent ill the Freooh-canadlu preaa and evoked no 

erltt.ol_, On ao Jul~ 1003 Le Cana4t reported tbat Canada would 

take OYer the bu" on 1 JanuaJ7 1906 aod wou14 pa,y all the 

coats of "U\htns tb ... 88 To demonatrate the doa lrabillt7 of 

tbe move, t~e CGnada ran exeorpta troa an article b,- Lord Dun­

doAal4 iD J'ortniptlz ReYiow which warned that the takin& oYer 

of tbe boeoa would aoparate colonial and imperial lorcee still 

furtbor. 89 

Du:rlnc tboao 70AN a tnor iaaae developed ovor tbe 

quo•tlon ot whetbor tho noxt Colonial Conference abould be-

como lnetecd • "lG~perlal ootme11"• On 5 Dooomber lOOS Le caqag.p 
re~rtod tbet lD t:aporiallat ctrelee lt waa bopod to bavo tbe 

nut conference aet up a pon:mnent lcaperial council wblcb would 

po .. oea the mach1nor, to draw the emplre closer toaethor ln 

vartoua waya. 90 Le Conaaa cOtDODto4 tb:at tho covonJ~~SGCt WM 

. fiLe Canada• a2 l"•bruary 1005. 
88 Ib!"· , ao July 1905, 
80tb1d,, 30 Septe ber lOOts. 
00 
~·' ts Oeceah\ll" 1005. 
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oppoaod to a.n1 changes betoro t be ne~ Colonial Cootoroooe and 

de~ermtned to deton4 Canadian auton~.91 La Preaee alao 

attacked the idea ot an imperial eounoll wamins that tho 

change would create frlcttooa. U2 

Durlns thle period the oppoaitloo preae cont.tftuo4 

ita ttmoaotrOm tactics ot trying to cJlacrocJlt Laurier in Proneh 

Canada. L•Evinocunt. accuaed tho ao•emosont or apendlns too 

much money on tho ~litta93 and cbarged Lnurlor with torsettlns 

.1\S.a Jtrench Catholic ortc tn 1n tavoQJ" of botns "Drttleh to the 

core" . 94 It waa a so ted that boneatb Ida apparent concel'll 

95 tor Canadlan auton011y, Laurier was, 1ft tact, an tapvlallat.. 

Tbe central political controven7 ot thuo 1eare1 

bowevor, )lad nothloc to do wltb imperial relatione. lt ., .. 

the creation of tlte proylncH ot Saekatcbowan ancJ Alberta 1D 

190:l that bold the publlc 1 e attontton. OYer tbo le•ue ot Mpar­

ato achool• Laurier loet Sir Clifford S lt"too 1 ble able Mlnlat or 

of the lnterior. 06 

The eame queotton COUipol l etl Doui"'8sa to re-evaluat e 

bta concept of Conted ration. Ue atateds 

I recret every time I co back. to ay province to 
find developing that feeling that Canada 1a not C81l• 
ada tor all Can diana. Wo aro bound to co.. to the 
conclualon that Quebec 18 our onl7 eouot17 becaUM 
we hAve no llborty elao• bore. 97 



lot 
Douraaaa wao bocoatns dtacoure~o~ with federal 

polltlce at a tle e ~on LAurier wee hAvlns little difficult~ 

with iaapcrtol r ola t1ona . ln tact, tho Colonial Confea-.nce of 

1907 wu to prove a notable euecNo for the PriDe •tlnlater. 

J>oriDc Narc 1007, a brlef atorm bl .. up aboat whether 

the PriDe MJ.Duter a boulct attend tiM coofereoee lf lt ~~eant 

leav~ Ottawa botore tbe ond of the parlla.eo~ aoaaloa, 
.. 

oo tbe srouad that the soverrunent had already revealed ita 

intention oot t o countenance any chan ln the etatue guo aa 

a res ult of the eoofereooe. Under t he clrcamatonoee, the edit-

or lal matntatnect, lt wna N important for L urler to tllliab 

up bt.• work in Ottawa before luvln tor London. 98 On 

28 )tarcb 190'7• bo•evor1 L •EYineNnt roportod that La\arler 

woulcl leave for t ho eooferooe to be there tor ita openlnce 

Tbo e a tor.J rolt eratod LAurier'• poeitioa faY• 

ourtns t he atatue quo in 1mpe r 1al rela tione. 09 o 30 folareh 1007 

Le Canadt) loformed l te read4u"8 that LD.urler couldeJ"ed the 

relattooa currently ex1a,1ns wltb the imperial govomaaoot to 

be perfoctly aatla f octor.y. Wttb regard to ¢ontr1butioaa to 

bwperlol defence, Laurier would etand by hie cleterednatlon to 

keep Canada out of tbe vortox of #uropean adlitartaa. 100 In 

an editorial • few daye later tbe Mont .. ol Lt boral orcan .a­

preened tte oppoeitlon to an.y ntOootary contributions to Ulper­

ial 4efence. The ortlole asserted that atthou~h such contrl• 

DS La Proaao • 9 J.tercb 1007 • 
99t.•EYunemont, aa Harcb 1907. 
100t.e Canada, 30 rch 1007 • 
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buttona a~t bostn Yol01ltar1ly ; they would beco.e compulao17 

thro b tho to reo ol preced nt u t he yearw cmt b,-. To beslll 

auch contrtbuttone woa to court the loaa ot autoa~.101 ID 

two aepa.rate O(Utoriala , another Liberal ore-an, L1AYenir 4u N!r§ 

of St, Jei"OIM), HD.ln4e<J its readera tb t Laurlor bad barrieaded 

Cana4a asalnat Chamberlalo~l02 and atated tbat the Prt.e 

Mtnleter ' • cJetorminAtion to •intaln tt•• •tatUII guo desorYM 

the approbation ot bt• couotr,rmeo.103 ltb the Liberal pre.a 

and the Liberal covel"f)ffttflt atandSna on tM unlllpeaebable around 

of Canodtan autonoa.,v and tbe maioten4Ulce ot the ~~tatua guo lD 

t.pertal relatlona, thoro uaa little poaatbillty to~ the oppoa­

ltlon pro. a tn J'reneh C&nada to e o.plaJ.D, L•r,y• nftleDt, the 

inYetorat.e enemy ot tbo Prime Htntater, toun4 so little rooa 

for Mlloouvre that it coulcl only 1IIAko a few alt• tlou about 

Laurier• a ar4ont blpertalt.za that 4atod baclc to the 1897 Dlae 

mood Jubtloe. 106 J'or tho moat part , the ConaervatiYt~ dally 

abaply rofrained from coatent, 

On 10 May 190? l.e Cauda recorded Laurier ' • trlUR19b 

at the couforoocoa 

Gvalt perle de Conaeil lespOrtal ... do contribu­
tion 1 la ditenao ialpertalo aoua tonDO de a a 
d ' ar ont vera6e.u au triaor 4• l ' flcapire hore cte 
cai .. ee eolonialea ••• u •entente co reiale baaie 
aur un tarit 112p0rial tixi . 
Cea projeta 6t a ient de la plua haute po~t6e . 
J~ pr oaente Cantirence, eo lee rejetont daD• 
l '•o• le, leur a adbatitu~ uoe unton plua 
larco progres 1Y deR colonloa.l05 

ioilbtd., 3 April 1007. 
1-02x,•Avon1r du t•ord, 22 March 19Q'7, 
100 

Ibict. t 20 J.ID:rch 1007 • 
104~· noment, 2S April , 1007. 

lOt;Lo CAnocla, 10 Hoy 1907. 
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I.e Na!l2ftaliato of Jlontreal , howovor, w not. plouod 

with tho re ul ta of tho Contoreoco. In an editorial 28 A~ril 1907, 

tho paper pointed out that altbou:h t horo would bo no 1 orlal 

councll, there ftu.ld 1M btper1a1 contorence8 evory tour teArt~ 

presided ovor by tho l'r11M ltniator of Gr-Mt Britain. TheN 

would be, aa woll, a po...anont aecretartat.·· in LOn4on to deal 

with 1ntorcolon1al matt.era and t horo would bo a ailltcrJ oouaoll 

altttB• in London to advlao tbo colonioe. ~ Nat&onollsto, 

ccmcecUnc tbat the imporlalia~ had not ;aiDod all tho1 ha4 

wanto4, contested tho lc1oa tbat. the cooforenco wu a Yictory 

tor Ganattiu aut.ono~,lOG 

Novortbeleaa 1n apito of the c~t• of Le NatioeaJ­

tate Lau.rior bad boen euccoeaful . Die concept lOA ot a n t... -
portal confer nee" had woa out o•or tho 1doa ot an "impor1al 

dominicma ovor tb.o dayo of tbo "colonial contorenooa". Thoucb 

a ailltar7 council had boon ee tabliabod, ita funot.iona woro to 

be purely advlN>ey- and tbo dolllnion sovorruaonte could take or 

leave ita eugost.lona.107 ~ l'rlme inistor had maintained 

the autooomoua ~oeition tor Con da bleb he had m rt~ out at 

the Colonial Couforonoe ot 1902. The contribution• of Cana4iaD 

troopa to ti ht tor the 01DplN 1n 8outb Africa were aow a 

little .-..o•ed in tiM and ae lone M Lourior could l"'O..a.lll a 

defender ot tbe stat9 5!!2 1n t 'l)Orial rolat1on• ho would haft 

to«L~ Nat!onallet•, 26 April .1007. 
107La Pre•.,•• 23 AprU 1007. 



nothing to tear in Fl-eocb CAnada on that aceouot.. laen the 

Prime Nint•t•r a•eturned to Canttd4 at tbe ond or July, bo n­

celvod two ot the •armeat wel~o... of hla career in Q'lebeo 

Clt1 and Mont~ .108 

De8pite Laurier'• auccus at the coDfereDCe, b..­

evor, ho returned to lind a dark ehaclow descendiD& aci"'aa the 

domeatic political acene. Rie eftorta to woo Sitton baok lDto 

tho cabioet bad been unaucoeaatu1, 109 and Boura.sa, •ear.r ol 

federal politic end tbe lea4er ot a ,rowina political move-

t in Freneh Canna., decided to ~ter tho proviocial ti•ld. 110 

Douraa•• ' • object, aceorcU.ns to Le CanacJt, was to upset tiNt 

the J•ro'rinc1al and thoD the federal Liberala. 111 In $plto of 

Douraaea•a defeat lD tho proYinctal riding of Dollechaaeo 1D 

November 1001, bta entry into provincial politlca rk.od th• 

boahming of an attack on Laurier' • politlcal baae. For th• 

Dt, ho\'feYer, tbo cballenco to the Liberals ha4 not toun4 

a tollintz lseuo around wblcb to cryatalllco aupvort. Oa 

26 October 1908 Laurtor lod hie party to victory tor the 

tourth ttge. Around tle corner wuitod the twto per1la ot 

reciprocity and tho naval blllc and 1n bia bo province a 

political aovoment which could thN ten his hold oo 1 rencb 

Canada wao taking at.ape around the pereoft ot Henri Douraasa. 

i 08schull , Op, Cit., P• "•eo. 
109 ..!.!!!!! • t P• 4G 1 
llOLe Canada, 15 A uat 1007. 

llllbld, , l S August 1907. 



IY 113 

, THE NATIONALISTS AND Tl NAVY 1009-1013. 

In March 1909 tbo Anglo-iGermcm n val rae• .ado tbe 

u ue ot imperial defoooo a 11ve one in Canadian polltiea qaln. 

Altbousb tbe naval rivalr,y had exiatod tor ao.e ,Teare, it ha4 

lorsel7 .. caped tbo notice of Canadtaoe until they learned t~ 

the debate on Adatrnlty oett.atoa at eetalnater tbat at the 

proaont Nto of eonatructlon, GeJ"118DY woul d achieve oqual 

dreadnousbt etHngth with 8r1ta1n b7 1012. At once, c anada 

wae faced with a 411 .... aa ditt1cult and ae preaatng .. tbat 

of October 1699. lil 1902, at the Colonial Conference the Cao• 

ad1an government bad announced tte tent ttve consideration of 

tbo ostabltebmcnt of a local oaval torco. S lnco that tiM 

h over, tho sovom ont ' • only pro rea• totro.rd t!ust goal h44 

boon t bo t Cllleovor of t ho runnins of the baaca at ltalitax and 

t::aqulDcal t in 1908. lD 1907 LAorior had returnod fro. London 

without ina any additional coemitmenta coneerntns C4nacJa' a 

naval defence. 

Tbo naval care led y in eDSlieh Canada to belleYe 

that Britain•• aoeurlty waa tn or. In t li ta at apho" on 

30 March 1900, Conaervatlvc tHtr Georgo oa ter int."duced 

the followina .otton on the defence of Canada ' • aea co .. ta 

That ln t ho opini on ot t hia llouee , lD vi., ot her 
creat and •arie.J re11c:mrcea , ot her pograrh tcal 
poaltion and nct:lonal eovtrooeenta, muJ of tbat 
aplrit of aelf• belp and aelt- roepoct wbleb alone 
betlta a atron ond c rowins people, Conada eboul4 
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DO lon er delq ln aaa ins her proper eb.are of 
tbe reaponeibillty an financial burden 1Dci4ent 
to tbo •uitable protection of her espoeed eoaat 
11no and s roat aeaporte, l 

In tbo apoech oxplo1nins hle re•olutlon, Foetor c.o-

vaaaed tl\e M t boda by which C.ada might contribute to her 

naval dotence. Fira t, he examined t bo option of P871n8 a 

fi¥~ annual au• to the admiralty for t he onlar ..ont of 

tbo r1tleb navy. Tho objection to tbla, 1D bte vt.w, waa 

that tho PaJ'ln8 out of money lett no roelctao of exporlen.oe 

or porr.tanont bftlloflt for Cataada, After cltacuaaJ.q t ho calna 

tbat would acc"-M to Can da, Foetor concludect that Can da oucht 

to adopt "hoae defence, bt a cout line and barbour prot.ctloo 

of torpedo v .. ael••••" He veot on to • ., that he favoured 

..... enoy contr i butiou to tbe a iral ty to emerpne7 a ita-

ationa and t hat be ooa.i dorod the preaent naval aituatioD 

tor Great Britain ooe tr ulht wtth peri1. 2 

tteplylna t o oater, Lauri er espreased recret t hat 

tbo Conaervatlvo me•ber had not atat~d bta concluaiooa 1n a 

more concreto form. .t.ltor challonctnc any hint that Canada 

bod fa ilod to take adequate aeaauree tor ita dof nco in the 

paat , t he ilrime M1ntetor etated the cov rnraont ' • tnt.entioo 

to adbero to t ho oltcy ot 1902 and t hen h atato4a 

Ia the development ot naval 4cfoocea1 1 a dmit .. 
ar. a1 t ocether behind the t illee. Eng ,ed u 
have been in ork& of peace, we bavo delqec1 and 
put oft the c1evel opmont of our D YJ• ••• 1 acre••• • 

l canafla, nouee ot Coa:10u Debtltea , 1000, II, ao reb 19091 P• 34M, 

~btct, t PP• ~484-3503. -
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that we aball tmdertake t ble work aleo, ud under­
t.u it iftl~De4intel:r a but upon what linott abould we 
do lt'l Upon tbo linea, J repea-t , of OUI' own act.too -
of undertaking to do with respect to a nAYl" wbat we 
bawo done wlth reepcct to the militia. 1 think we 
ahould coa:Mnco to ot~tobllsb the nuclcnaa of a DaYJ• 

Deal with tho uution ot llita17 'threAts to the 

aecurity of the ire, LAurier eatd that "tt tbe ~ ehould 

come wben tJ.e aupre.ac,- ot DritalD oil tbe bigb aou will be 

challenaed1 it •111 be the duty: of all the dauabtore ot tho 

natloo to close around tbe old mother land and .ako a raapart 

about her to ward ott Aft7 attack" • 3 The flrf.ee Minuter e10H4 

hta tu:ldroaa by pro oaing a sub ti tute tor the f'oater roaolu­

tlon, The lA er of the Oppoettlon, R, L. Bor4ea1 YOice4 bia 

gono1"al aeceptonce of the IAurtor propoaal atat.iq that a 

lD ao tar aa fff1 rl t. horlorable friend tho Prt.e 
.Uniator todll)" outlined tho linea ot DaYal 4eleDce 
ot ttUa oo1.mt17 I ..., eatirely at. one with bime I 
- entlrel7 ot oplDion, 1n tb4t tlrat ploeo, that 
the proper llne upon a-bleb •• abould proceed lD 
that roel\rd l a tbe line of bavtaa a Canodlao DAYal· 
toroe of our own. 

Borden then lett open tbe poasibllity tbot in the event ot aD 

e.o onc1 Canada Mla~t bave to make eoa. klnd ot eontrlbutloa 

to Drlta.lo to • up for tho doaalnlon • • own absence ot pre-

paratlon. After a nua er of amondmonta wbich tendod to 

etr then the reeolutlon bad been e oeted bJ the Leader of 

the Oproattloo and aceeptod by t.ho l'l"lmo Minlstor, tho nouae 

pu•ed the reeoluU.on u followa 1 

'Ibat thle Uou.ao tull7 reeopiaos the dutf of the 
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people of Canuda, tbey tne.-.aso in nUIIbeN and 
•ealtb, to aaeume 1D 1af1ter moasu.ro the reapoaeibll• 
ltiea of national defence. · 
Tho ltouso i.e of oplnlon that under the preMDt 
conatltut.1ooa1 rolfttlooa between tbo mother ooUDtJ7 
and tbo eelf-sovomiDc cto•lntona , the p~t of 
reaular and periodical coat.rlbutlons to tbo imperial 
treaelli";J tor na•al end •111 tar.r purpoa•a 11f0u14 not., 
ao far u CaDOda l8 concerDed, bo t.be t10at aatl­
tactory aoluttoe ot ~• queattoa of 4oteoce. 
ns. IJouse will corcttall7 approYe of tm7 DOCHBA17 
expenditure dMiped to proaote the apee4JT or • · 
taat.loo of • Cuadlon uval aervice in cooporatlOG 
with ond in cloee rclatlcm to the blperl•l oavy, 
aloos tbe 11no• •tJ.C€o&teJ b7 tho adml.al ty at tbe 
lut .IJI erial oontereoco, and iD f\111 •1111'N't.hy witb 
tbe view that the MYal eupr-.-ey of n,ttaift t.e 
Maoot.tal to tbo eecurU.7 of oo-reo, th4t .at'et.7 
of tho -_plre and 'the peace of tho wor1d. 
1'be Uo•e expr .. ••• tu fiftlt oonY1ct10D tbat n..... 
eYer the oeed artaoa tbe Canadian peopl• will be 
found ro841 and willios to make 8n7 aacrltloe that 
1e roqulred to stvo to tbe imperial euthorl tlee the 
moat loyal and heart.7 cooperation in eveey .ovesen.t 
for the waintenaneo of tbe lotegrtty and honor of 
the omptn.• 

A te 4Ay8 bofore the Foeter tlon •ae debated 1D 

tbe nouee , .&.. ' .y.ineeont bed de•cribod t.be 001ains reaolutlon u 

oc d lc, merel7 po1ntt.ns out that Cannda was rich eougb and 

etrana enoueh to pl y a part in tbe CSofonce of the empire• 

eepeclallJ in protectina her own expo ed ooaatltnoe. 5 The 

Queboc City paper w at.t ttns to pl87 down the reaolutlon, 

obYlouel7 belleYinl it potenti:Uly capable or allenatlns Vrencb 

Canadtan aupport fro the Cooaervative Part7. 

Not eurprtein~lf ita Liboral rival Le Solell wae not 

willlftl to lot tbe ttor drop so 11 tly. In am od1tor1al , 
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ot patriotic AQ~lo-Suoft auttm.ont lD order to proeote the idea 

of a Cao dian contrlbuttoo to tU imperial na.,-. 6 
Two dqa 

later t.• .Yineant oballencod the allepttOD tbat the Con••...,._ 

ttvea sere tJae priM aoYenl 1D the ooUiltry on nanl pollOJ'e 

ood aa14 tbat a Li beral aource. lett uonamec1, bad 110.de lt kDewD 

tbat the federal cabinet wae unantao• in ita intention to 

offer t.be eothor-coW\tl'f' whatever atct abe a l ht oeod to mat.n­

talo her .aritl .. aup..-.....o7• 7 

OD 30 Nareh tiro dqa after the Bouo of Co na ,_..4 

tho naval .... olutlon, lr' YO!f!!!!t oharse4 that the aovern.cMtOt 

aubetltute for t•• Foetor reaolutioa threatened CanadiaD freed .. 

of action 1D a ..,. ~ ortslnol aoU.OG bad not done. 8 L' .rin.._t 

wu ti'J'iDS to _... it appoar t.bat althof.icb tbe Conae"atiYM 

bad t ken tbo initiative ln proaotlnc naval pr.parottona for 

Canada, lt •• tho Liberal• wbo had lllperllled the oot1Dt17' • 

autODOJ8Y• 

tho Foetor roeolu~t~n proved to bo aoroly a bri ef 

oltlmlah for tho L1berala, boweYor. Althoqb ao atep towal'd 

sro~ter Canadian portictpatlon to erlal dofonco oou14 be 

OliJlOCtod to bo popular in ~uoboc , tb.e incident oauaod little 

dint• difficulty t here tor Laurier. So far tbe overnmeot 

ba4 not o tttod 1taolt to atq' concrete Nlval poU.ey. For the 

DOCMAt , o.a .. 11, tbe B tionallet cbleltatn, Douruea., wu ab-

•orbod in provincial polltice ®d h• locked a dall~ onapaper 

CSLe Soletl , 20 Marcb 1909. 
7r41£finemont, 20 • rch Ul09. 
8 !!!!!!·' 31 Marcb 1909. 



118 

frota wbleb to laWlcb a eyatematt.o attack acatoat Laurier. 

The "'ral p ... aa 1n Quebec cavo t he Foetor re80lu­

tion .odorato coYer • • 'l'he Liberal L • AYenir du ord nlcl 

tbe Laurier sove~t bad Maintained ita poaltlon tlr.ly wblle 

the t.perlallat atol"'l bl• over. 9 lA s t. nyaoiDtbe1 the Con­

Mrvatlve Courrle£ c~onted tbat tbe Liberal aubatltute weat 

turtber than the VHter reaolutlon ancl could be interpreted 

u aaoctionlns Cnnodlan pa.rt.iclpatlOD in all ware of the ... 

p1n. 10 Tbe eharacteriat1oally parochial Saauenay paper, 

Le Prosr!e made no MDtlOft of t be naval reaolutlon. 

lhcler tbe i&potua ot the naval acare aD ImperlAl 

Detenco Conference waa hold ln Len40o 1n tu au.ar of 1009. 

CaD &a .. repreaented br Militia MJ.nieter Sir J•re4er1ck Dol"dell 

and Marlo• and Plaborlea Klolator Loula- Phtllppe rodeor. A 

... k before tho conte1 once cooYonod Laurier aent. Sir roder-

lck Borden a lot tor that revoal•d b:UI torebodlnp 1 

1 confeee that I aaa aomewbat nervoua u to the 
out.co.o of t ho Conference wblcb 1e to opeD oD 
the a&th of thl• montb. A bll effort

1
wl11 be 

mac1e to b.rin; ua .toto the Cllloletroa. 

Ae waa to be expected Dr1t1ah autboritteo prea•ocl 

for tho con.etructtoo of dcatnioo floota , includtna a clrecut­

nouabt, capable of boiDg qutelcl~ inte rato4 lnto tho i mperial 

DAY7 in time of war. 

at the confereAce, Brodeur reqoostecJ ioatruci.iona from l.aurtor 

oo hat t o do about a reaolutiOD requirins doatnioo forcea to 

9L•A•entr du Nord, 2 April 1909. 
101~ Courrior do St, llf!Clnthe , 3 April 1000. 

~~urier P•p•re• Lourtor to Dor don , 8 or1oa A, 108918 . 
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be arran oc1 to allow tbet1 "to r ndor each eeYe.rAl force capo-

able ot pertormiDt: t be .oat efficient aenice in any embroc­

llo which aicbt threaten tho intecrit~ of tho £mp1re" . 11 

Laurier could onl7 reply that be oooeichrod lt lapolltlc to 

undertake ~ oow o 

ne •• t17tnc to eteor a course that would allow the covera-

..nt to pureue tbe undertak~ e at the Colonial Coote.....oe 

of 1002 about butl41ftc a local Canaclian naval Ioree to be ooe-

trol'lod troa Ottawa, uval acare ant • however, that 

tllie tiM Laurtor would ba•e to do .on tban proclala a naval 

policy, 

to act to ..ot !tiJ>erial!Rt eent1 ot bef ore he was toreed to 

undertAke pollc lea that would further unde iDe the countr.r ' • 

autono~. ln accordance wltb tbeae aU., tbe Canadian dele­

sa tea to tbe 1 erial Dotenco Conter.aeo roque ted trom tbe 

Admlralt7 two plan• tor tbo conetructlon of a local fleet , 

one requiring tho expondituro of three alUion dollaN and 

tho otber two mllliona. 14 

Becauae tho deta1le4 proceodtnce ot the Imperial 

Defence Conference wore kopt secrot, Laurier • • 1D a poalt10D 

to obooae ble own ttDinc for t ho unveUinc ot bla naval plau, 

Uotil then the preee could only apeculate on wbat tho s o•ero­

nent •• llkel7 to do. 

lalbtd., Brodeur to Laurier, Serle• A, 158803. 
13t bl d., Laurlor to Brodeur, Gerlea A, 188890. 
14~Jaaon ode, Op, Clt., P• 564, 
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ln the e er ot 1909 retbtnklD« b1s poait ioo on D val polic7. 

So far, be had occupied a Middle poaition close to that of 

Laurlor• endorsins the l4ea of a Canadian navy, while koepf.q 

open the poa 1b111tJ of contributloaa to the A iralty 1n 

...,. ency a1tuat1ona. Oil hie retum frota Looclon, Dol"den wu 

atill occupytna ~tddle aroODd. La Proaae reported a apeech 

be delivered in 8nlifax on 14 October lD whlcb he cbar,ced that 

t.urter waa workinc to cut the hlperial tie, but •uaceattHl aa 

.. 11 that nationhood brousht wt.th lt certain rHpona1b111tlN 1 

aMOftl tbem the reaponaiblllt7 to delead Cenoda' • frontiere aa4 

protect her c011DU'Ce. 10 lo s pite of bta er1tioi• ot Laurier, 

Borden .,.. aleo baeina hte a VOCACJ' of a local fleet oa t.he 

~t of CanodtaD nationhood. 

ID the woeka before the gov.rnment •a naval policy 

waa t1Dall7 tanvoiled, the Liberal pr... tn J'renob Canada preaaecl 

the aJ"IUIIIODt that tho buildinc of a Canadlao nayY would be AD 

!JIIportant ate1, to the direction ot full nationhood. 'tbie wu 

the oaly llJ"8'WMMlt which the Liberal preae could uae to pre­

pare Frencbe.Caoodian opinion for the Da¥7 and, at the .... 

tillle t preaent the pollc7 u non- t.perialiat. La P.-. .. e bad 

favoured tbe i dea of a Cana4lan naval Ioree eince 1902, a 

tiM wheD tl\e Montreal daily M4 not yet becOM a regular 

l oLa Preeee1 l G Octob•r 1909. 
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eupportor of t.aurier. Ou 19 October 10001 La Preeee led the 

~q, proelallli.ns that " ••• noua a a pour une .orioe canoctieri.ne 

aYec d ' outant plus 4e elncoriti qu •au 46elr patrtotiQue de 

dotendre notro P~•••"16 A week later La Pre .. e adduced 

natlooallat reason• tor aupvortiDg tbe oav,r t 

Le ultras loy ux ne voulent paa d ' UDo flotte 
canodieane, paree qu1elle no eera poe ae ea "brltleh". 

I
• ••i le Canada eat , aujounl1hu1 1 pulaatant, ce n ' •t 
la Grande-9~tagno qu' ll le dolt, o •eat uotque.ent 
lui .a ... l 

1A a tranaparent rofoNnce to the Alaaka bouncfar7 

i.aeue, tbe editorial added tbat wbenHor the Uni ted S tatu 

wanted a piece ot Canndlan territory, Drlttab protect.icm wu 

ot no ava i l to prevent ber froe t ins it. Tbe logic ot t !Je 

editori a l was that Cnnadn shoul d buil d a navy to strengthen 

1\or autonomy, not l eoet bocaueo the doralnion could not t rust 

Orit~iR to handle her defence. Tbe Coaeervative Le Courrier 

de s t . llyaclDthe uaed tbla arguaaent to reach the oppo,elto coo­

cluaion. AD edit-orial eainta1necl that a nawy would bo of no 

uae acainat c cla ' e only possible foe , the Onltod 8 tatea. 

Tberetore, it. concludod that, instead ot boil cJiDS a fleet• 

Can~ula ahou14 atronctbeo her otlitta. 18 Charactorlatlcal17t 

tho debate ln Yreneb Canada waa preeento4 iD terN ot Deana 

not eodat ovcryono wae on tho e.tde of autonOIII,Y, the queetlon 

wae Whether a naYy would furtbor or rotnrd lte 

loLa ProatJe , 10 Oetobor 1000. 
17J bi4., 26 October 1000. 
18Le Courr.ter ao St, Hzaeiotbe, 23 Octobor 1009 . 
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The reat ot the Liberal proea followed the ad 

ot La Pn .. e 1n pratalns the nAvy u tho ideal c les:teDt ot 

Canadian nationhood. Le Canada declared itaelt in favour ot 

the proJect "parce qu' ll marque one rbaae 4e divoloppemont 

qu ' a coMue touto rande Gatton• ao1t . .. 19 h ' Aveotr du Nord 

atatoda 

Lo Canad oat une naU.oo. A ceux qui ne Yeuloat 
pas 1 ' admottre, nous cUrona que at lo Caaada n •eat 
paa encore uae natton1 11 on sora tme uo jour, que 
telle eat la duti.Die Yore laquelle 11 court ot que 
pel"8onne n ' a le d~oit do lut refuaer cette ligttt. 
et nnturelle aab1t1on. 

Therefore, the editorial continued, Canada GIU8t defolld herself. 

L' A•entr went on to aay that a Canadian navy would help defend 

the couotr:r agalnat tmpertallate and then reaioded the Natloa­

alieta that in 1903 Doureeaa bad declared himeolt aatletied 

with tho poaitton of Laurior at tho Colonial Conteronce ot 1002 

where the covern.ent bod uodertakon to oonatder the eatabllah­

cuent of a Canadian naYJ'• ao 

The traditional Na~lonallst arguaent about Canadlaft 

partlctpatton tn lmportal defence bad ill•q• beon that Canada 

abould tate no respooatbtltty because s be •aa atlll a colony. 

Bourassa had M1ntaino4 thl• poeitlcm in 1809 in 3ustlf71na 

bla O)>pos1 tion to the doapatcb of Canadian troopa to South 

Africa. Tbe Liberals wore trying to outaanoeuvro the Hatton-

allata by atatiDg Ulat Canada 'lreacty ..-aa a notion ana not 

l&~ CanAda, 23 Ootobor 1009. 
201.• AYenir du flord1 22 October 1909. 



Mrel)' a co1oay. 1'bey hoped 1D tbte way to make the N•ttoo­

albta appear to be coloolala wbo etood 1D tbe wrq of c ..... 

o4lan d4Weloptaent. C1wer thouah t.hta U"(IUnlent wu, it could 

eaalq be coUDterocl lf tt.. Natlonaliata ao.d their uebec Con­

eervatlvo alU.oe could ahow that tho naVJ' wou14 o.-. Wider 

lmporial control u aooo aa war broke out 1 thu. ~ins t.be 

declelcm whether and to what way to participate l.o DritalD' • 

WU'8 out ot Canada ' • banda. lD fact , tho DaYal lsaue wu to 

pJ'OYe highly oc!Yanta oou. tor tho oppoaltion toi'C .. iD uebMe 

On 8 NoYOCilber 1900 F .o. Monkt tho uebeo OonaerYativo loader 

1n tt.-. floueo of C.....u, c_. out ainat the tc.t .. ot a e .. 

adJan DaYJ' 1D a epeoob at LecblDe. De reiterated the a.r-gu-

nt that ar;a 1n•t CMAc.ta ' • only poesiblo oneti'JS', tho United 

5tatoe, the country oeo4ed e ~ not a naY)'. 
21 

On 17 November 1800 L. t• • Brodeur tabled 1n the nouae 

ot C na the Dluo Book reportins tho deliberations of the 

lmporlal Defence Conference to London tbat • er. The re­

port contained the Admiralty ' s frank aaseaement thot one 

·unlf1e4 DaVy would boet eerve tho defence needa ot tho .-pin. 22 

Los lalattve action tmplomeotifte tho naval plan c ... 

t•o AOnthe later when Lourlor 1otro4uced tbe Naval Service Aot 

into the Coaeooa on 12 Janua.ry 1010. ID Brodeur' • abeeooe tbe 

Pr.t.e Ninieter preaentod tbe case tor the eatablia~nt of a 

Canadian naval corps and fleet to be placod under tho control 

21t.e Courrior de .st . lfaclnthe, 13 HovCM!lbor 1009. 
22La Preaso, 18 Hcweabor 1909. 
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1ne antt P'laller1ea. ne explained tbat 

the Act was based on the Mll1tl4 Aat 1n many roapect• but that 

it departed 1n eetabllabing only voluntar.r aervice in tbe RaY7• 

The .let proYlde4 that the cabinet ooul4 call tho torce 1Ato 

act iw eerrlee lo case or war, tnvaaion or lnaurreetloa. It 

funur provided t.hat 1D emer enc.,. t.be coblnot could place the 

_.n, olfteer. and ablpe of tbo force at the disposal of tbo 

Drittah Gove~lt for aonoral service 1n tho Royal NaY,J. 

Should tl\ta t. e place whon Parliament waa not in aeaelon, tbe 

tollowJ.na proYialoo would take ottecta 

Whenever the Governor in Cotmcil plaeee the naYal 
eervlce, or any part thoreot, on activo aervlee, 
11 parlJ.61Nnt ie thon eoparat.ed by such adjoum­
MOt or proroption ao will not explre within ten 
~·• a procla.ation shall be ieaued tor the meettna 
of parl~nt wlthld fifteen ~·• aDd parliament 
ehall accordint;l1 QOot and alt. upon the dQ ap olnt­
od by a cb prool t.1on, aDd ahall continue to alt 
and act 1n like mann r u if it atoo4 a4joUl"'Ded or 
prorosuod to ttJc ea=e dq. 

t..aurler oxplaiood that "eae oncy meant war, lD••-

ion, riot or in•urr.ctlon.. and t bot "war" roterrod to "war 

ovorywheN" and oot ait•ply in Caoada. The Prtf!Mt f:ttntatar 

contln\leda 

ben Dritatn ia at war, Canada ta at •ars tbere ia 
DO diatinctton. lf Great Drltaint to wbloh we are 
eubject .. u at war with any oatloo, Canada beeoeee 
llablo to 1nvaelon• cmd ao Canada 1a at ware 

Laurier announced that tho vemaaent bad tlec !dod to 

leaont the more expensive of two plana eubaittod to lt by 

tbe AdrAtralty. Tbo tloet, to coat three eilllon 4ollarw 
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annually, would conatat of 11 abipa& tour Drtatola (4,900 

too cruuent) t 1 8oadleea (a 3 , 300 too CJ"Uleer) aDcl 6 dee­

troyen. U 

R.L. Dordeft , tbe Loa&tr of the Op aitioo1 J.n hu 

reply to the PrS.. Hin1ater, described tho preaetoa and 

t..Mdlate .s.n,er ot the riae of Ger.n oaval power. Sua«Ht­

los tha' the coaatructloo of a C.nadian fleet would take .any 

JOU"8 to achieve reaulta, he e harpcl tbat tbe GovernMOnt bad 

not provided tor the pre•ent omer 7 1 

ID tbe taee ot aucb a eituatlon U...cJiato, viproue, 
oame t action 1a necoeaary. • hAve no D.reaCIDoacbt 
.... ~, we have no fleet unit at hand. Out .. haft 
tM re80ureee and I t.ruet tbe patriot!- to provide 
a fleet uolt or at leaat a Dreadaought without oae 
tDODeOt ' • unnooee8U"Y del~. or, and in ll\Y opial• 
tbia would be tbe better courae, we caa place tbe 
equlYalent ta cub at the diepoaal of the a4ntlralty 
to bo uaod tor DAYal 4eteace under auch condltiou 
.. w ,.,.y proecrit~e.M 

Ten montba After tho 4obato on tbe Foster Roaolutton, 

Dordon WNt .~ the most of hia oarllor atate.eat that lD 

..... oncy aituotiooa, dlroot contributiona to the A~iralty 

were juatitlod. 1ft the winter of 1010, it waa bia rendinc of 

the Gorman peril and hie cODYlettoo that ao emerceooy contrl-

butlOD Wila cUntely neceeeary • that larcoly aoparatod 

Dorden ' a poeitioo from that ot tbe Prime Mlnleter. 

The Liberal proaa io bee atron ly aupportecl 

Laurtor ' a Naval Soi"Ylco Act. Le Canada at.rosaod t.he clouaea 

neccositatlDC the callins of Parliament lo the oveot of tbe 

25canada, lfouae ot Co~ns Debat~•• 1009-1910, 12 JatnaaJT. 1010, 
.. DP• [fSa-113a. . 

24Ibld, 1 pp, 17G0-17G2. 



dia~atcb ot the fleet to join tbe Royal NaY7 and the pJiOYS.loa 

that Canada' • ablpo be tiiiiUVJOd by YOlUDteere only. Tile edtt­

orlal conelu4ocll 

Le Canada tera eon CleYoir eonre 1 ' tre, .au 
il le fera 6e aon pleln lr' et 11 ~onaerwa le 
eootrlle abeolu de ea .arllle. U 

ln an editorial oo 10 Jmuar.y UUO La Pr ... • alee 

oapboeteed tbe guarooteea of CooadSao parllamentAr,J control, 

atatlDg tbat wbtle the 4ollinlon woul4 legally be at war with 

803' ponr at war wl tb tlrl taSn, sbe wuld bon~olf cletentlDe 

whether to take al.lttar,y acU.oo outalcte the couat..,.. • 

lD Parlla.ent P. D. Dk callod tor a plebiaolte OD 

the oaval question. ~ .oat Ulpor t deYelo)llllellt Sal tbe awalra 

was t he appearance on 10 J•UU7 1910 ot an lodepoactent Natloa­

alia t dally tn Montreal edite4 b7 80111"1 Douraua. 

t. Devoir was bom otter an eighteen eontb ca.pa.f.p 

tor fUAda . Controll lns Gl per eeot of t h o a tock ot the paper• 

Dou.ruaa , tbe editor-ln-chleft was u eured ot edi torial fi'4Htdo•• 

Omor lleroux Md Georgee Pelletier lolt L' Actton Soololt, a 

clorlcal-nnti onaliat QUebf'c City paper, to beco.e bla aaeoo­

tate.. 27 In tho l lrat na~~ber, .Douraaea attack d t he part.y 

eyat•, • do Ilia oait1oo on tbe naval quea tlon clear, aod 

placed the ne r apor equarely behind nk on t hi e taauea 

DLo Connda, 13 .Jamuary 1910. 
26La P.rosee , 19 January 1010. 
a? Naaon ad• , or. Cit,, p , 565. 



Par •• aorte de eonaptratiOtlt lee deux s-roupee 
parleaeotairee •• eont entendua pour donller I cbMUD 
de cee probl&mee, une ao1utton ou le droit , la ja.­
tice, l 1 1at6rlt nattqlial ont itlt aacrlfii• ·a 1 •oprr­
tua'-· aux 1Dtr1cu .. de p<lrtia ou, pllt •oore, 
la euptcUti dee tntidte indiYiduel • • 

A l ' heure .;.. o~ noue entrone en .&..., le perle­
MOt Ht .. let. ct•we qu .. u.on de la plua baute 1-. 
portaoce qul n •eet JH18 qu 1 Wl eplaode noUYeau clu 
IIOW..,.t 1eporta1letea 1a eoutructt011 41 UDe ...­
ine canadletmee 

Aaeleterooa-noue l uoo ripetltioo de 1a oom6dte de 
1899! Le peuple ~adleo se .... t • ll 1a dupe dee 
..cbtnattooa ot doe llla&rables lDtrtsuoa dee par&la? 

Le d1oeoU1"8 ret~tlqut de N. Monk, l Laebtne, oou. 
doone 1 1 4tM)olr qu. la •ltuatioo 481lpHU&e et abnat­
iaaante o& noua ctaou ne durera I'M• 

lA diputi de Jecque..Cartter peut- ltN 8Huri ,. 
notre appu~t • 1 11 Mint tent aoaaattitude aYec ter­-u, los tque, et penorirance. 

Oo pa e tour ot the tirat ta u., • article ootUaed tbe poll• 

tical pro(tJ"GGIIM of the DOW paper. Tbe eoctloa oa federal 

f011tlee fonted a traditional oattonalbt oateebt_, remtnla­

cont ot the pro ...... of the Llaue Nattonalle,, toraulated ia 

1003. Lo Devoir callec.t for a 

.Autonoa:de la plue coapllte pour le Canada CIOtiiPAt• 
iblo aveo la ttdelite l 1a Couronne britanntque. 
Aut.oooale de proYiDeea caoadteJaDes, dana l •eaprlt. 
4ee aoteura de la Coa.t.ltutloD. 
Reepect d .. drolta dot •1norlt.i•• oathollquea et. 
proteatantee~._ en .atil ... 41 enaetpeMnt rollcleua 
et ethoique. av 

1'bo dlq after it bod been launcbe4 1n t.be Coa.ou1 

the Naral Se"iO• Bill h8 attaekod 1n Le Den!r• ln a troat 

i8Le D6Yo1r1 10 January 1010. 
20Jh!!•• 10 Januar.1 1910 .. 
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e , •laDed odltorlal (to beco .. the eUBtOIIAI"J' lo1"181lt tor 

Le Devog)1 Douraaaa orltlc.laod tllo oxpeuo ot the na¥71 ~ 

dlctlns that the three mlllloa dollar aDAual IieUre would"be 

joat the beatnntnc. Be wat on to Dake the sane point tbat 

Monk baCt, that the people abould be conaulte4 1n a plebleeite 

before auch a bule lnoovat1on aa the DAYal bUl ... accepted. 30 

0.. pa • two ol tb& ..... 1asuo1 !1 DeYo!£ reo a JWW 

report on the firat reading ot tho aaval bill tbe 48,1 before. 

The report -4• light ol tbo pii'OYhiOil that PGI"llal:oent wu to 

be called. toto .... 1011 to ratifY cabinet actloa 1D 4eapatoh1ns 

the aavy. Quottac Laurier ' • •tatoaent that tm.en Brttaio ia at 

war Caoada ia at war• tho article conc1Ud4Hl l 

Coot a.lsnitf.o en boo traoc;ata, que •1 l'Anclotel'Te 
I\MI'T07e cOAtre 1a 1e ou n ' taporio quel autre 
~. le C• eta .. t en perre aYoc eo IM'T• et, alon~t 
.. •riae dolt usleter oelle de 1 1AnsletoJTee c••t 
bel et ble 1 1 eatr6e dana le rd11tar18M ouropien, 
quot qu•oa dtae. 31 

Oil 15 Janua.r.r 19101 DoUI"Uea' • oolleacue, ODtr Heroux, 

attacked he . Pre ... tor ita auppori of tho Laurier aaval btll t 

. StncliDs out O..oreau, the edlt&r of La Pr .... , for apeclal 

attenttoo, Heroux aecuaed blm ADd biB oewapaper of a.taleadlq 

French Caacu'JiaDa by- telltn thea t hat oppoa ttton to the naval 

bill would -an 1aolatloe for Quebec froa the res t. ot tho co--

t,.,.. Heroux elat.-4 that fat"mel"S 1D tb Ontut.o Grana• an.4 

lD tbe Grato Grotron • u.;oelatione ol tbe we t, u well u 

trade UD1oniate 1 ao&~e :4\ftllab Can bera of Parliaaeot 
so 
~· 1 13 January 1910. 

31J bicl., 13 JanuaJ7 1810. 



and such tt,;urea aa Goldwlo 8&!)ltb1 ere all oppo•ed to the 

cove~t•a naval pollo~.38 lt 18 ~rtant to note t t 

Le DeYolr -tntalfted, froa the beaiDDtns, aa llouraua had ia 

the paat• that it aougbt t" bull4lns of a poU.ttcal movement 

that would brine to thel' Cnaliab u wll u Frenoh CanacU.ana 

1D the atruccle a,caioat if'IIPe'ialiall, 

The 04\lllPa1&n in &! Devoir aa~t tho uq besan Sa 

tho tirat illnuo ol tbe .,_ .. , for ewer three ,-eara the naval 

q\l .. 'tion wu to cloaJ.nate it• nen aDd editorial oolwma. There 

can t... DO doubt that tbroqabout the clatl,. pi"H8 J.ra 'l'eOCb c_. 

ada t.ho naval t ea..- rocelvetJ t.oco...,....ablF liON ap.ce than a117 

othor durin& tbla Wbolo perto4, Ia Le DeYoh·, however• the 

queatton had apectal •11D1flceacee to block the eatabllatrtDt 

ot a Can dian u.,- ~·- wa obeoHion acl a cnaaacte tor Dou ..... a 

•4 bla uaoclatota. lo iaau. after iaaue the aaDe pot.ota were 

reiterated, With each aee develotJMDt the whole btato17 ot 

tbe qaeetloo wu revlofta , Ottea Le Devoll'" tNcod tbe FreooJa 

CADAdlan attitude to imperial defence rtcbt book to the ._.~ 

tau n.volutloo and the ar of 18121 repeatinc tbe tt•• wona . 

conteotioD that Frenoh CaDAcla bad saved Caolldo tor the DrttUb 

ei"'WD OD those tW'O occMtou. 33 OR otber occulona llouraaea 

would relate tbe DAYal lMue to hie view of Confedoratioo, Ia 

_. editorial t.. a;poUD4o4 the theory of a "pACt" between Canada 

SJD:,4., ,, ., ..... ...,. l&lo. 
33tbid. t 06 JU).~ 1010. 



and the aotber ooUDtry that loft certala reepoaalbllittea wttb 

Britain lD ban411al doalftton external policy and defence• 

r. coutttut.loo de 1807 a •oat. pas a.uleii.IOftt la 
retiticatloo du pa~te oooelu entre 1"• pro•iDcH 
de l ' Aairique aDGlatae. 
Elle conttent igal .. cnt 1 .. teratOS 4o trait6 cODClu 
entre l'ADalotorro ot l a confidirattoo CAD4dteone • 
••• Cotto cbarte ditlntt loe obltcattooe et lea pou­
votN 4e clivera eorp.t polttif.lueo appel&a lcouYei'Der 
la colonie. 
Le parlnent ted&ral a re;u J• powoir, •" PAl' coo. 
aOQuent l tobl!aotlon, de fiOUrYOtl" a la difeMO du 
territotre, dana la ... ure de reasource• du pata• 
La Gl"tmde-Drot • a couol"ri l tobl'fation excluatg 
cSe pourvoir 1 la d6teuo poerale c:Je i l:lllpJ.re, coo­
aequeACe juate ot lostque de BOn droit excluall cte 
D6pctor, do cooclure ot 4o rotapre lu Ai1lancoa d 1d 
oais oot lea CAU8N cJe oonfltt. 
En d ' autree tel'fbee, lo mesure partlollo ct•autonomle 
dont nout 3oulaaona no co-porte que l 1obl atton 
c1 1aldoP i la c'Mtenee du terrttotroa tandie qu. la 
aoUYerAinot• qU 1 oxoro• la mOre-rtrle lui latpoee 
l •obltgatton do pourvotr aeulo la d6tonao lfn,rale 
do t t plre et cJ f atdeP i la difeMe pttrti~ttlilre 
de cbac\lfte dee colon tea • 36 

Th• arpiMOte used in Le DeYOir oa the t.pertal 

<lolonce tasue were not ow. They ha4 beoD clevelopect in the 

3reat debate over Canada' • eontributioo to the South African 

AI'• Le UevoJ.r updated and re'I.JOrkod theae po•itiou ae tho 

dobete on nnval poltc,. iD C dA pro reued. At the tt.o tba 

aval Service Act • first J>N&onted iD the Jtouso of CCNIII!Ofta t 

the Froncb-C4Dadlan Conaorv ttY proea advanced much tbo aaae 

caae 1o cr1ttcietns the covern.ent•a policy aa 41d Lo Dovotr. 

L' f..v enement of uebec Clt,. pointod to tho aame tear that Canada 

would. bo dr ged i nto Dritaln ' s war 1n all porta of tho world 

~--------~-----------------· .------34 
~·• 1 April 1010. 



131 

tbroQCh tho construction of a aavy. 35 The pap61" cnllecl n~ot­

edlJ' tor a plobtac1te on the DAYa l quostion , 38 ~· .vi!• ent 

continued lb char eterletie practlco ot quotlD back t..urt.r' • 

pronouncomeota fro- eorl ie~ ~· exp aln hi s LDteatiOD to 

lUtep Cann4a out ot Brltoln ' • war., 
37 

and out of involvement in 

European a111tart ... 38 When tho flret n er ot Le Devoir 

appeared• L1£rineMDt a-.prtr.ted tbe pollttcal procNrme ot 

the oew papor ·end o f fered co a tulattoas Oil tie launchiDS• 39 

Aa tho a pll t to fftd6ra1 C0041erYativo ranka w14ened1 

tbo Frencb.cnnactiAo Conaervatl¥'0 prMs followed Monk and o~ 

ly crltlctaod Borden. Al.~• bo ever, the att.aeu oo Laurier 

were •troncer . L ' ,..'rin.ent, revtHtnc Leurler ' • reeor4 on 

~erial defence ainee 1897 , cbarsed biD with op rtuniea. 

But challeo .ed b7 t.•Actlon Soclale to a&De .. Borden' • atan4 

on the naval $.8aue, tbe Qt~bec cu.,. COI\6ervat1Ye paper oha.Josed 

ttut Leactcr of tbe Oppoattton wltb bel nc aietaken on the q...­

tioa of CaMda' a obltaation to the 110tbor country. L 'Erinost 

atatecl flatly tbat J.t would not fellow Ida J.n bla error. The 

article then went on to add tlwlt it did not doubt Mr. Dol'dea ' • 

•tncertt,. and it pointed oot that be wlahecl t o cOMu1t the 

people oo tho queatioD of t blieblo« a Canadian 11eot. 40 

lD 1010, tb• dlttereace between Lo Devoir aocl th• 

l aL' E•&nement , 1t January 1010 . 
36I b14., 14 JanuaJ7 1910, 15 January 10101 18 JantJar7 1910, 
37tbld., 18 Jaouaey 1910. 
38 .!2!!• 1 27 January 1910, 
39lbtd •• 11 January 1010, 
40tbld,, 8 FobruAr,J 1010. -
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Fr.neh-Canadlan Conservative preee did not lie in tbelr- rea-

peett•o poaitiona on the NC\val Service Ac~. 'l'be7 wore asree4 

in oppoatog it and 1D aupportins took•• ooll for a plebtacite. 

Wbat eade lA l>eYolr unique wu Ita tode encMDce of both pol• 

itlcal parties, ita bapr .. aive tea• of joumallata Mel, of 

oour••• the re.ArkAble peraOA of it editor. Bouruu waa 

both a .ajor political analyet and practleln& politician. De 

openly deacribed bla paper u a "jo\U"'tAl (Jo co bat"41 and lt.llecl 

ita columna •ttb brill taotl7 argued articl .. that were otteD 

collected aod (IUbl iahttd u brochurea, ao .. t.taes ln Kngllab aa 

wll u i'rencb. Aa well u produoiac M enonaoue aount of 

~portent fiationaltat ralllee ln Quebec. Le Devol£ al~ernated 

bet•eeo publtehinc hie cruaadills joumalie• •ct reporttnc bu 

poraonal political tri plYh &! Devoir wae coo c:iow.ly re­

earded by 1t• aaoasera ae a repoaitory ot nationaliat tbousbt 

1n book or newepaper form, u well aa a centre lor conte.-.ncea 

and other kinds of political action.•2 

Teo ctaya a.tter the appearance ot Le DeYoil', Bour ... a 

addre-ed a rally in oppoaitioo to tbe Naval Act at the Nonu­

-Dt National in Montreal .· De repeated all tbo •tanclarcl arcu­

IHDta about the co• t ol tbe navy and about tho uaelee•.n.••• of 

the cuara~ateo tbat ParliaMDt would be called into •e .. .lon to 

ratity tbe wte ot tho navy in on Mael"pncy. By tbe tiM 

41JA Devoir, 10 January 1010. 
4Aib14•• ? January 1911. 



Parltament met , aai4 ur\UUta, the fleet .aults bcve departed 

troD Canada ua.der orde trort t bo AdJn:l~41 ty. U.lDtJ tbe arau­

ment abou~ colonial irreaponaibtllty1 be predicted that the 

waN into wbtcb c.,ada would be 1e4 woul4 be war. tousht to 

ea1Dtaln Dritain ' • world poaitioo, ab<mt wblcb. Caaa4a had not 

been eouultect. 43 'lben Douraaaa roiterat.ed tbe Yletr that Drl• 

tala bad neglected to pl"'t.ct Canada 1D the pOAtt 1 

L' ADal•terre noua prot&.-.t-.lle et a•on.-noua beaoift 
de ea prot.at.ioa' Au contraire1 l deux roprt.M 
411firent••• ooua avou vera' notre eans pour la • •N-i-patrle , N~ n ' aYOna cau•un enn•t poaa1ble1 
lu lttat•-~ia, Nate a1 noua eAtrions en guerre avec 
la ripublique YOialne et que 1'Aftgleterro Ylnt l 
notre aide en bloquant l ea porta ~rlcaioa, 8 a111-
looa d ' anglaia GMJ•lra1ent 4e tala, Dleo plua , on 
• ' • atti~ en Ancloterro qu~ jamala eo p_,e ne 
t1rera1t un OOlJ) de canon poor la d6tonso du Canada, 44 

The JMotins ended bJ pua1nc a roaolut1on , to bo to.rwarded t.e 

Laurier, Do.-dn , onk and the Govemor Goaoral, ca111Dc lor a 

pleblaclte oa the val quee~ton.45 

1ft Heponae to Nationalle t and Quebec CoJlaervat.l•• 

attacka on tbo coveroaeDt'e naval pollc~, Laurier' • .oat re­

liable Yolce in Jt'rench Canada, Lo Canada, cleYelope4 the LJberal 

defence in a eeriee ol edft~rlale. The paper deecrlbod Douraaca 

u an eatrealst wbtle plctUI"tns LAurier M •tandlnc at tl\e c...­

tre of Canadian po11tic8.46 Anotbor editorial took character-

l eU.c delight 1n pointing to the gal•l •lS cU.eparltT between the 

oaU.lon af tlut .ngliah..Conaervativo proua, aotabl7 the 

ULA t•rca:Je, 21 Jonuary U>lO. 
44L•Evune=ent, 21 J uar.y 1910. 
401.4 Preaao, 21 J'anuarsr 1910. 
46t.e (..an da, 23 January 1 10. 
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Mail and E!pire 1 end tile Fr~ncb ConaervAtivo preaa , oapeeially 

L ' Evono t~7 Le Canuct.. outlined tbo Laurier poaitloo on 

CaDA~'• relAti ons with the empire, 4oacrlbin tho do.lnlon 

aa uuno nation in46f;len ante alU.ie & la G:ran4o DrotASJle1 qui 

• ' g erait l>4J" t rait• l joindr-e aoa foreoe navale aus 

tlottoa ans lalaoe, en cu de guerret 48 Tbe c.iuebec Coo e.rvati.Ye 

pCN~itlon wu doaor1bet1 by J.! Canada u objectlns to Canadiaa 

eontrlbutione to twperlal defence on the s rounda that the 

country wu onl.r a colony 1t Only a colony, lftdeod, quipped tiM 

editorial. 49 In anotber i.aaue, lA CanaM rep lied to ConaerYa­

t ive cbare•• that Laurier ' • polic7 on dotence over t h 1•ara 

lwld beon aar ked by tortuoua t wiata and turoa. Le Canada re-

e inde4 its reader• that tho eaeentlala ot the c urrent naval 

~ol icJ bad boen outliDed aa oarly os 1002.00 lth the debate 

atill rag lnc in 1-'ronch Canada tbe Senate coe)"!lote(l the paaa.,. 

ot tho Naval Serviee Act on 4 ,.,._,. 1010.51 l ... aua; e ot tho bill , 

ho•evor, did no t halt t he controvor•7 in Quebec. Dur1na tbe 

eu.Mer ot 1010 Honk and Doura.aa aAd th•lr aupportore took 

tho etump aaalnat the Naval •~t . OD 17 July a meetloc in froat 

of the church in St . ltuatacbe , where l'r.,nch CanatU.an• bad 4lecl 

in 18371 drew a e~ecicl tr>linload of ntr.alere to hear Natlon­

albt a.ocl ConaervatiYe apeat;e ... doclalla acalnet the YT• 1D 

i?lbld., 18 .J uary 1910. 

"
8

lbict. , 20 Jar• cy 1!>10. 
49Ib14., 1? Janunr.r 1910. 
~0Ibid 25 J ue~ l QlO. -·· . ., 
Sl G. N. Tucl er, " 'tbe Naval tJol1cy of Sir t,obert Bordon" 1 Canadian 

Di s torlcal novi~, 1947, P• 2. 
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a fierce attack, Douraana aceueed t.be Prille Minister ol deny--

ins ~~ncb Canadian• linsoia~tc and r~llsiooe educati~n ri~ht• 

1n half of C.anda while pushing Fl'"el\cb Canada towa.r4 laperial-
52 . u.. After ttt. ettng .1t st . Eu.tache , the easnpaip asalD-

at t he oav;y looreaaecJ 1n lntenai ty to a aorica ot SMOtJ.np 1D 

Quebec ud tbe tlar1t:llatHe After uaec.bltee 1n St . Henri GD4 

st. ff.YaciDtb.e . the r~atio.oaliato bold eight aeparote ralliea in 

eight dilferGOt counties on 21 Aucuat and ain tn elcht IDON 

comttea oa 28 Ausw ' · Uoanoile, nouraa a horae to include 

li.tl aa well aa Frettch CaoacU.aru. 1n the .OYe-.nt etabarked 

on a two-we.k apeakinl tour ot the MaritiMa. aek in Quebec 

. 
of between t our •ul five t hou.san4 in Saiot-Nead-c!e-Hapierville. G:J 

Porl\ap• u OlO.Dowt tor t be Liberal• aa the atreDgth of ttlese 

ralliea wa. tho gro•ioc eupport for Dour ••• 880ft~ the clercr. 

Laurier havln1 lost tho creat aajorit7 ot the J'rencb..CaoadlaD 

clerCY over the »anttoba echoola quoattoA wo now laced with 

a &rOWinS Plat.ion:sliet chaU.enge to bta auprea.ac7 in Queliee 

that ... especially •tronc tn tbe church-run claaaical colles ... 

1A hie tour ot Quebec , Douruaa waa often received b7 the local 

cler1y oa well Ga by ~be a tudenta of the local colleae. 04 

More un1fiod attor the ca.paisn tn tbe auam.r ot 1910, 

the Conservative- National i st torcee a!Doat 1 dlately laced 

52 bon J'hsailly • llen~i Bourassa, (Montreal, 19,.) , P• :s&&. 
03 Ibid., op. 368-370. 
M-

..!W• , PP• 366 , 361. 
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their Clrat electoral teat tn a by-election 1ft Dl"WW¥'0nd-Artbaoio 

baaka• The appointment ot a Liberal tAo ber- o£ t•arU.CMnt, 

Louia L vercne , t o t he Senate created a vaecmcy in what tra4-

&tional11 had been a eato Liberal •eat. Tho around on which 

the Naval Act was ftr~t to be toated before tho Quebec elect-

orate waa con.idered eo t voroble to LAv lor that Bouruaa 

atatea oo the trout PA~e ot ~ Devoir oo election ~ tbat 

be oxpocted the Liberal& to wiD an~ t t at thia Ylctory to a 

Nte mtnl.aterial ae(\t. would not a i pity French-Ccnudian accepo­

taoce of tbe naY,r. 58 

The Liberal~ took no cl~cea ftbout l osin; DrumQOD._ 

Arthabaaka. Laurier, blmaelt, proaide4 at the party c oaventioa 

tbat. eboae J •• Perrault, an Artbahuka lawyer, the oandl• 

no date. For their part , tho 1lat l onal1• t • nlected Artbur Gf.l., 

bert, a 70UDS larDer, as t heir ca didate. 51 Froo t he outaot 

the campatsn dr .. national attention and waa treated &8 a major 

teatlns ground tor t he Haval Aet. . 

Juat boror. tbe b,-- eloctioa cuunpaip opened, Laurier 

addrtuwutd • ~~ana meoU.ng in Mont:r.al at t ho Munumeot Rational. 

Tho Llb•ral pro s ot tho province bailed the ap•ocb oe a major 

attack on the Nat.ionaltet• • coverlras it ae tbou h it were the 

oltaa."( ot a &enora l election c ampa1SJ'h In La Preeae the •tol7 

33te Devoir, 3 Nov.-her 1U10. 
156Naaon ado, On• Citt, P• 581. 

G'7lbtd., P• GS? . 
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ron oo five p ea , under tbe hoadllne , •• P!WPI.& ACCLAt' 

S I R IlJrRI O LAVlU • to Le Canada md Le Solell the atoey 

took up tho whole front pat;o aa well aa much ot the S.O.lde 

epace .. G9 

Laurier be an hie addNU by attaoldn the ruurgent 

caetoN Al'l'OOI the Quebec Conaenatlvoa. He theo proceeded, at 

eome len~tth, to juettty the dotonoo r'oliey of bia sovei'IUI2ent 

alnce 1903. lle explaioed that t.be govemmont had brousbt tor-

ward tbe Naval Act in 1910 1o koeplns with lons range comoltmonte 

under~ten eight yoara botore, because the country had 

&roe ln "eol th and population and wu l'lOW prepared to under­

toke thle Maaure tor ita defence. Laurier thea atate4 what 

bo coutdered to be the paramount reaeon tor tho nayY iD 1010; 

11 7 auralt peut-lt~ 
b6aitattona9 en 19021 
parlo, Moaeleura, qui 
deYenua uno nat ton, 

ou 11 u d ' avolr uo1quoe 
ia a 1 1houro ou jo voue 

pout en doutor, noue &OI!IIIIea 

or, c •ost le 4.volr de toute nation de po,wolr 
difendro eon territotro ot cetto obllsation eat 
acceptie ~r toutos loe gr4Ddea puieaance•••• 

Then Laurier turned to attack nooi"Cl8sa on tble Yltal 

(lueatlon of na\ionhooda 

••• d•opda r.s. Bourassa, noue ne a a done ~ru&re 
plua que loa lles <le la Guyane , do la J-1que1 dH 
Ilea Soue- 1o- Veot , doa l1es Do~des ot do toutea c .. 
autree colonies qui to ent p rtie de 1 1 plre nrlt­
annlque , 1• que 1 ' on doalgne eoua le n de Cron 
Colonie et qui •ont c oUY l"'l~es par Downtos Streot, 
de .Lto quo noua l ' otlone alore quo M. Pt'l)ineau a 
att~tu · ce r ' atoo aYoc tnt do force , oYcc tont de 
raiaon , ov e t ant d ' oloquence. 
oua avou uoe po_rulotloo clo butt illtone1 no• 

68La Proa c , 11 October 1~10. 
~0Le Solo11, 11 Octobor 10101 Le Can 4!1 11 OCtober 1010. 
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avona un terrlt.olr qui couYre tout un oont1nent a 
notMI avon• le poUYoJ.r 4o tatre noa lola 1 nowa avona 
le pouvoir do tairo oos trattia de cOMmOrce et 
oepend4Dt noue ne eorio pu UDe notioo l 

e4 to fi bt. in all ot .Orit.at.n •s ware , the Prlae Mintet.or repa4-

1Gto4 what he called Douraaea•e inainuatton that ln wartime 

CanadA would bavo coepulaory naval •~rvtoe. LAurier admitted, 

ea be had ln tbo paet, tbo\ according to international 1 .. 

CanAda u at war when Britain wae at war, and consoquontl~, 

opoo to attack from bor enemioa. Tbl.a le al poattton d14 not 

mean, however, t hat Canodo bad to tat;o part. t n all t.bo wara ot 

tbe OC'tpir-. . Laurier concluded wt th the p.-.dlc t ton tbat, u 

the aproa4 of democratic covernment continued , ware would occur 

leae and lo .. frequeat17. 00 

Ten "-1• after the Laurtor Mettnc in Montreal , 

Bourassa and I onk alao held a rall7 there attended b7 l G, OOO 

pooplo. 
01 

ftle otJ.ns wu intended to rep17 to tho J•riale 

f.!iniator and to open the Conserva tive- Nationalist co.opatca 1D 

DruanOnd- Arthabuka. ..onk attacked the Lnurlor Naval Act u ,. 

All uncoMtltutlooal moasurc t hat oqbt not to be iaaple nted 

without cooaultatlon ot tho people. Bouraaaa l aunched toto a 

lone pereon 1 attock on tbo Vrlme Mtnleter, revl .. tns hta rocor4 

on dotenco •tnce the D1amon4 Jubiloo of 1897,02 On the hua~lnge 

ot Drunao:nct-.Arthabaaka, a eonatituency which Laurier bad onee 

GO)Al Preaoo, 11 October 1n1o, 
01Ibld., 21 October 1910. 
62Jbid, 1 21 October 1010. 
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reproaented, an4 wbere he ftcpt. hta et.lJICOr hoaae1 the caMJ)alanlns 

wu vi roue oo. both e1-'"• The CoaeeJ"YatlY .. aupplted lunda 

and orcaniaatiOD, wbile t oir Nationaliat allies aent in the 

oratore. 63 'rb.,. campaigned on the elogan, ... vote lor Perrault 

(Liberal) t. a vote tor •ars a ~ote for Gilbert ( atlonaliat) 

te a vote for peacen . 6• To dramotlao t ho daft ora of the 00Y7 

the National t a t• eoot 1u wdtora to talco a cen_eua of the 

COW\try bou ea, euppoaodly t o have the liets or oltalble men 

re ely when tbe Laurier Nova! Dlll went tnto force. 68 

The Liborala woro oot 141• in DI"UIIIDOnd-Arthabaaka. 

By the end of t be race they bad thlrty-flve M. P.•• and e ovonty 

• Feakers 1n t.bo field. 66 lo'or all tbetr activity , botrever, t.be 

Liberole were uneaa.y about the eont .. t . Oo 26 Oetobor , llelaD41 

the Ltboral campaign maoaser, • rot.o to Laurier a 

FroM tbe tint the tarmora have accepted the na¥7 
ba4q ••• No~inc rec~Airul but to oppoae cold reaaOD 
to eeotlaent and tt-.at ia alwqe a t.banklH8 taak. 6'1 

It aoeme aleo tbat for all the aurtaee appearance 

of Liberal health 1ft tho constituency, local factional dlaput .. 

oYer a period of years bad undermined t he party organieatlon 

ln tho area. 68 batevor tbe internal dittlcultiee ln the 

Liberal olfort. • tbe by- olecU.on wu watched by Peeyone ae a 

teet tor t he Na•al Act 1 a defeat tor J.aurier bore would be 

ii3o,J. 1furtele, "!'be Drt.-orld-Arthabaska By- Eloetion ot 1910" , 
Oalbouale eviow, 1960, P • 19. 

G4 Ib1d., P• 10. 
65o.o. Skelton, Oe• Clt.,, II, P• 350. 
GO D. J . urtele, op1 Cit., P• 10. 
11 lb14., P • 11. 
68-o.o. Skelton , Op . Cit,. II , P • 130. 
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tnterpret.ed as a ••rio• blow to hill in French Canada, 

fte J'renoh-Canadtan preae was unantaoua to reeosnieilas 

tb4 i~rtance ot the by-election and 1n cooai der1n8 it a t .. t 

for the Naval Act. In an odttol'"ial on 31 October, Le Soletl 

predtettnc a cruebtna Liberal vtetor,J, atated that the battle 

wu betnc toncbt excluatvel1' OD t be DAYal i .. ue. 1'be ecU.tor-

lal eontnded tbat , with -cel l qua1ttto4 oratoN ar;ulftc the 

caae on botb eldee, no electorate bad over been better 1Dtor.­

ed on An7 ••••• 
69 Ap~>anntly confident of a Liberal Ytcto,., 

Le Caneda .aw tbe caepaip aa reproa~tlfta ttae Yolce of Quebeo 

aa a whole and .. obvlattnc tho need tor a plebtecite on the 

DOYAl i.CK,OI 

••• lee cor:atea unie de DI"'UUIImmnd et Artbabaal~, vont 
rendre le verdict do la province toute eott&re. lla 
dlront quo la provloco do Qu6boc a toujoure conftance 
au grand Cana~ton, qui dirlge la pol1tique de para, 
S lr llfrld Laurlera qu'll n •otatt paa beeoift de 
pl~biec1te pour ..... otr que 14 province de uebec eat 
lorale l 1' etllpire, pour aavotr q¥ • elle .. t touJoun 
prete l faire eoD devoir, coaae i revendlquor aea 
droit•t qu ' elle oat Aaaoa libre pour no paa •• dirober 
au dewoir de d61endro eoD torrltolre et aon llt~oral 
oontre tous Yenanta 1 qu' elle ne demancle poa a teux que 
de votr eon autonoaio •• d3voloppor p r la po ..... tOD 
d ' une foroe ueleM iYe COIDpHee d ' un.e adllce terreatre 
•t navale voloatairo , pour la proteetiOD 93 ••• iDUr­
lt• moteriol e ot de • • • drotta nattonau.. 

On election day, 3 Novetaber, La Pr•••• aleo predicted 

a Liberal victory, Not l~qt to tho eurprlao of tbe Nationallate, 

however, their candidate, <lilbert , wee eloctod b7 a 20? ·vote 

69Le Soletl, 31 October 1910. 
70t.e Canada, 2 Novnlber 1010. 
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fiMII"fJin• 71 nouruu, havtnc written ott the election tl\o 487 

before, .ruponded with aurprtae and oltaht , pteturtns the 

Li beral defeat aa both a personal rebuff to Laurier and a 

rejection of hia naval policy. Now that bla elde ba4 won, 

Dour~•• procl at .. d t hat t he people of uebee bad a poken at 

l>rufJaond- Artlaabuka. If I•urler dlcl oot believe it , Bou,..._a 

challenged, l et hint call other bJ• electione to the provtnoe and 

lind out. 72 

The Liberal pres.- had cOIDitted ltaelf too deepJ.7 to 

the i dea tbat the eleetioo wu betnc foUI)ht on the DaYal J.aaue 

to elaill subsequently tbat their policy had not bee rej.eted. 

OD the whole the1 laced the ta.ct ot that de tnt equarel7. 

LQ Preeee heatUtaed ita front p ~• atory1 "Loa olecteure de oe 
I 

cftlte eo prononeent, hler, contl"e l a J)OU.tique naval • du pUYeme­

ment ••• "73 Le C~ada credit~d tho defeat to Nat1onal1a t appeale 

to prejudice and to a e~aign that had ropre•eoted the Naval 

Act t o farmera u coatly botb ln terme of thoir 110ney and the 

blood ot their eona. 
7

' Le Soloil aleo o11Ded up to tl1e ca.e 

ot the doteat a 

11 

La conelueion qui a • t pos e et eon• eont .. te poeAlble & 
c • cat que 1 • ileotoret de DrulziiGond et Artb&baaka e • ••t 
prononoe do ta9on tr • cat9gorlque contre la lot de la 
~DArin e . 
La lutte • ' •at tott~ entllre=cnt. eur cetto guoa tiona et 
l a vlctolre de M. Gilbert oat la riponse tria nette 

ce te consul tatton. ?G 

D. J . Vurtele, Op, Cit,, P• 20. 
7~ Devoir, 4 t~oYember 1011 , 
73La Pre••!• 4 Novembor 1911 , 
74

t .. e CAftftda, 4 NovOGber l OU • 
75 

Le Sol eil , 4 NoY er 1911 , 



the doloated Liberal candidate, blWI\etl his failure partly OD 

intorlor orcanlutloo but addodl 

The appeal e to prejudice aod anti nsU.ah feeltq, 
deDUDclatlona of !ngland and fear ot wal" b.aYe clone 
their work. 76 
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rit!Ga on 10 Novomb•r 1910, Laurier •• ... 4 dtacour-
' 

o-d about ble proepocts of winning tt1e ttgbt a gatnat tbe 

mente cannot live forever , for s overomonte aro bora to crow and 

die u woll aa .. n" , he poodere4. 71 no lo defeat , however, 

Lolll"ler defcratl4tcl Jda poU.c~, " ... whoever 1187 toke tho rel.na of 

power will have to have a '1J4YY, aa evory nation muet bavo and 

? 8 hae bad to the paet" • 

opening round 1A tbe 1011 aeneral eloctlon campatcn ln Queb"• 

In the fall ot 1010 necotiatioos between CMada and the Unl ted 

State for a reciprocity treaty bad eet the eta e for the .. jer 

etrussle of tbe coalna year iu £n&lleh Canada• In Quoboo , bow­

over, the Coneervatlv~attooalt•t alliea contiDued to e1Dal • 

out the navAl taaue oa tho para.ouot coocem. '1ne reason for 

playtnc down reclproctt~ •ae tbo apparent dlaagreement on tbe 

qaoatlon botwoon onk and Oooraaaa. In the oorly montba ot lOll 

Uouruaa approved reciproolty ll& a moaoure tovorable to Canadian 

Zanters and not dleadvanta::oeous to the country' s .inctu.otry. lie 

'ia D. J . urtele, op. Cit., P• 23. 
77Jbitl., P• 28. 
78

tbict . t P• 28. 
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woa not, however, prepared to aaeritlce hla alliGDce wltb Nook 

to eatiat1 h1a tncltnotioa toward ree1proclt1• In a front page 

editorial to Le Devoir oo 18 April 1911, Bouraaea ar ued that 

reciprocity waa oot a quoatiou ot great n~tional i~ortanoe. 

t-llnimla1ns the difference between Nook and himee1t. on the queet­

ion, be declared tbat, it tJte aeuure were put into efteet , Md 

proved detrimental , lt could always be rover.ed• In any caee, 

Douruaa coaelucled• on MOt"e fundamental queatlona, euch aa tb4t 

uval i eaue, there woe oloae aarooment between 1onk and blMell. 10 

In the aprina of l Ull wltb tbe reciprocity atrucsle 

crowing in 1Dtenalt1 1D EDGl.leh Canada, Lcaurler bad to tum bt.e 

attontion toward tho laat ot the t.perlal atherlqe be ... to 

attend. Tho cont•rooce ot 1911 waa to wltnoea the dectaive 

toilun of tJ e idea of iflpQrial parllMOiltU7 federation. 'the 

Dritiah PriM ltnlater, n.A • .Mquttb, 011 woll aa l.aurier, oppotted 

erq plan which llipt throaten the principle of co•el"nnllonta re­

mainlns rouaronetble to thoir roapecttve parllGDM!Ota , both iD 

the 'Unitod K1ngdoa an4 in tt1e Dord.niona. 80 At the contereaoo 

Laurier oppoaod tbe idea ot tb.e d<mllnlono t,oina coneulted 1n 

~ttere ot torotsn policy that would btoa the whole empire. 

Not wleblnc to •acrlfico Cnnada ' e freedoa of action, be espreeaed 

hia fear tbat advice would aoen tmiftg roaponaibllit1 for t.per-

1al I ~OliC)" I 

•• . I clo not think the Q\1ted Klns doe can undenalle 

' 9Le Dovoir, 18 April 1911. 
eo 

OeD• Shelton, Ope Cit., II , P• 370 . 



l f4 

to CaJ"lT out t.bat advice uoleaa you ore prepared to 
back that a4vioe wltb all 70ur atronath, aod take 

rt to tbo ttar ••• w. have tolten the eit.lon 1A Cao­
ada that we do not t.hink we are bound to take part 
ln OYeey war. s l 

wurtOJ"•e atand at the conference of 1911 waa 1n 

keeping with tl\e poaltton he bad taken ln 1902 end in 1007. 

Ue bad lone eince crt•en up tbe lmpertollet. •lo~:ana of 1897 and 

hAd worke4 to chootto tho OmJ>in lnt.o· an olllnnc o of autonomoua 

nntiona. Undor the preaouro ot a rlatns tmreriallat sentiment 

tn &ngliah Caaoda whlch lnclu4od d~d for a more active role 

for tho domlaton i n h•perlal affair. , Laurier hod evolved a 

policy ot butldia Canadian n tlonbood eltbio tbe plre. Ut. 

pollc~, de 1 ned to meet both the ieolatlo.nia of Yrencb C.n-

1ve CIOod ot En&lieh Canada, waa aimed at brl.nc-

1 toaothor tho country ' • two ~eoplos into o • nationality. 

ln 100~ be hnd written to a friend& 

J(y obJect 1• to eonaolldate Contocerntlon, anti to 
bring our people long Htran.cod fro each other, 
~Adually to become a nation . Tbla le the aupN~~e 8,. 

t.euo. £veeythins elae is euhor4lnate to that id ... .-;; 

The preaaure of hie c~nvlctiona and the ditfleultT 

ot loading a countr,r that was ~wo-thtrda Encliah-apeaktna, h44 

driven LAurlor toward a naYal polte1 wbtcb waa deetcned to re­

coocUe outono let And 1 rlaltet eentU.ente. Bouraasa con-

tinuod to hold with equal dotoralnntlon to wbot he re rded ae 

the tr ditional relotion.abi p ot CanadA to tb4t ecap l:-o. ben the 

81 
lblct., P• 132. 

&au.e. Neatby, Laurier and Im52oria11 m, Canadian fliatorlcal 
Aaaoctatloo l'eport • 195:3, P• 2.&. 
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wamed ot the dan«ere ot t.pertal central taat loa a 

Out, la contirenee est d.venu. un veritable Coneell 
d ' Mptre, une JWtt-e •ec:&"3te, ne lataaant coDDaltre 
au publlo que ea qu ' il plait de d••otler de ••• di­
bata at de ••• daelalone. C1eat un Etat dana 1 1£ tat -
ou plut&t un Et at au-deeaua de• t tata - un .-.. t~ble 
cabinet tMrirtal ••• eaoa reeponaabtlit6 3JD plua l 
aucun ctoe pays autoaoaea de 1 ' osap 1&-e ••• 

The next d.4,Y 1 Douraaea ret toro.te<l tbo danger to Can• 

o414n atttOftO'R\Y •rleing t , \be imperial eontorenc... atatinc 

that auch noatiftge lne~itably tended toward s reater concen­

tration ot power 1o tbe a ot tbe 1c:rr,er1al ve"'nnt and 

tho weakeotns ot t.ho autoQOa7 of &anabar stat ... 84 

Durln& the too-day period botore the diaaolutton ot 

Parlt t on 20 July 1911 1 Wben Laurier wu tr;ying to decide 

whether d wben to taoe tbo electorate on the reetproc1t7 

vtewod the htatory of tbe DaYAl iaeue ia J.e Dtvo,tr. He pointed 

to the experience ot Auatralt. and Now Zeelu4 to t1eMOutrate 

that the dalr~lty would inevitably control doalnton tleeta in 

tlmoa of war. 05 On 28 July Douruea ntt.acke4 tbe rriiM htnlater 

lor hta conduct at t bo roeent lmporlal Contore~tee. tle clat..ed 

that while Laurier had publlcl~ oppoeed imperial integration, 

he bad iMperilled Can dian auton0117 1o tho aecret ee aton.e ot 

83t. Devoir, G July 1911. 
84Jh!4., 7 July 1911. 
6'tbid., 20 July 1011. 



the defence comaitt .. a 

Il taU. habll-...ot C'ipandre dana journaux cte Lon4roa 
qu. lo Canada cnteoct neter ltre de ditclder 1 
~uelloa guerr.a il prendra port a pula, dana le 
aecret du comit& do la ditenee, 11 ae f ait ou ee 
laiaee iapoBer ce tBUuaee •on•• qui , ~~~&l!ri la 
duperle dee textea• en r&allti •oumettent de plue 
en plue la ••rlne ccnadleone• awe c.t• eta lou 4e 
1 ' Aalraut6 anclatae • 11 cooclut e(laleeent &Yeo 
lord nalclane Ulle entente aec,.;te ueurantel ' unlti 
dee force• 1 rlalea en t empe de erre. 

Aftor tbe collin& ot tbt elect ion, Le OeYoir revtowed tbe 

lliator.y of the naV'tll laoue, ti&N and a ain, tlrufa lng hOlM 

the s-. e e 1 t bad beon CMldna al.Dce tho NaYal Act had beeD 

wweiled in January 1010. In t his oli.Mctto atruns le •tth 

l..aurler, Douruea took no chance• on the longevity ot b b 

reader• • ....017. De reproduce(! quota tiona t ro t bo Liberal 

to an,. naval undortatda for Cuna4a, until tbe sovemSMOt 

broucbt fortb ita rol to,. Sn 1909. 87 £xpress iDg confidence in 

the outcome ot the cruaa4e ot Le Devoir, O.:.r lleroux attributed 

the moderation of Opposition Lood•r Borden ' • recont atatement• 

on tbe no..y to t be rietnc on~i-1 pertaliat aentlmont , not onl7 

in (cueboc but 1n t ho EDcU.ab-spoald province• aa woll . 88 

'the Liberal proes anaworod tlte Nnt ional uta and their 

Queboe Conaervative allloa •tth a poraonBl attock on BouraaAa 

t hot grow iocroaain~ly bitter a. elo~t1on d~ approacl>ed. The 

86lbtd, , 28 Julr 1011. -87Jbld. , 16 Aucu-t 1Gll . 
88Ibtd. • 10 .Auguet lOU. 
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Prtm. llniater' • e.-paiso iD ~ueboe aot the tone tor Liberal 

repliee to the O.PFOeltion. D..u.hios aaide nk u ioeouequeo­

tW, Laurier a ills led out Bouraaaa tor hla tire a 

De H. ~. je n ' al en •erlte rlen l dlrea e •eat 
la doublure de M. Bou.raa••• J.t. Bouraasa n ' aura pu 
beaoin d ' aller a la chaabre, 11 6crlra ce qu 1 i l 
voudra dana aon journal et N. Monk aera aa t~tte 
au parl•en\, 
N. Do\U"'Msa .-•attaquo aur la queaU.on de la •rln•• 
je pereieto 1 dlro que le Canada eet aujourd' hui une 
nation et qu1elle en a lea devolNe Au noabre de cea 
devolre eat celut qui conaiete 1 pourvoir ell...;.. 
l .. propre aAre-.. sur terre et eur ..... 
• • • w. Doui"Uea PN•• pour le c~ioo dee Caoadiene­
Fraoqala. Il cllta j 1al af.m6 Laurier, .. u je l ' al 
quitte parco qu 1 11 a aacrltli Qu6bec . Je aula de rAce 
tranQaiao et la race fr&nQaiee reate pour 1 la plaa • ohere , mala je no aula paa le atinlatre d ' une race, je 80 aula le cdnlatre de toutea loa races sana tUatinction. 

T e ~lberal preu alao choae to re rd n ouruea rather 

than look u t.he cbiel adYers&l"y 1n Quebec . La l'roa .. repeat-

ed17 linked nouraaea to tho iQPOrialiat Conaervattv .. ot ng• 

\lab Cona~a1 warning Frenoh Canaatona that , lt the Conaervatlvea 

came to power, lt would be tl~ "volee ot Toronto" , tbe volee 

ot tanatlciea and reU.a1oua intolerance wblch would I"Ule CAnAda. 90 

On one oeoutoA k Preaae accuead Oouruea of beina in leque 

wi th tbe laperlaliat N.,.. ot TOI"'Dto. 'l'be editorial went on -
to atatea 

Lo chel nat1onaliate ae rend• ll bien compte 4u r31e 
•lairable qu ' ll joue? ll ne peut paa a •apercevolr 
qu ' ll eot eo ce moment la princlpole eapireace de 9 c .. .;... iepiriali•toe qu 1 11 pretend combottre ••• 1 

89t.a Preaae, 23 Aucuat 1911. 
90 
~., 23 Auguet 1311. 

91~·• 13 Soptember 1911. 
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M. Douraa•a ot au <li aciplea a•ouent .alotenut que 
le aei'Yiee dana la ~Mrine n ' eet PM oblt catolre, aaie 
tla pr6tendent qu ' il le dovleodra nec6•eat~t. OuJ• 
peut - atre , •1 lea oattonalia tea riueeta.ent I loire 
arrtver M. norden au poUYo1~.02 

l.a Preaae aaaailod Douz.aaaa tor aug oett.os t bat eoa­

acrtp tton would bo tbe outcome of tbe govern~oot •a na•al polley. 03 

The paper char od l•t.D, u well , ·.-ith arrogance Md egotiatn ln 

tbtnklna that bo alono f'tlow r.taht from wron• or tbat he alone 

could doctdo who wae A patriot and who a "ven4u" . 06 

Le Canada, IA~tor'• principal oraan tn ontrea1 1 aade 

uao of a technique prectiaed by the Ltt..rala in paet election 

caapatsoa 1ft u.bec, Quotl.o£; fi"'OI a variety ot c liah lansuage 

ConaorTatlvo papere auoh u the Nail and Eaelre and !!!!! ot 

Toi"'nto, tho Stmu1ard of St , John, the Ottawa Journal , tho 

innipo Teles raa Md the gnms• Sent.inol , Le Canada set out 

to ahow that tho oppoel tton b £nclleb Canada waa ul tra-i~~per-

taltat while that ln Quebec .,.. ultra-natiooa11at. Th• e:xcor pu 

were doa i 1ood to prove that t be election ot a Con~ervatlve sow-
amlllent eould mean closer defence t.ioe with tho eoap ire ao4 a 

policy of direct contributions to t be t.perlal DAY71 a vote for 

the Quebec Ncttionaluta , therefore, waa a Yot. tor orden and 

the l apor1allata. 98 Lo Canada aleo att pted to do.onetrate 

tbat tatonk ' e current autono t caepair,n .-u in direct contracJ. 

92I bid., 13 Septe or 1911 . 
93tbld., 11 Sopto ber l Ul l . 

&flbld., 12 ' opto ber 1011. 
95~anuda, 2 SoptoQber 1911 ond 5 eptombor 1011 . 



lction to tbo pro-tmperlcliat poaltlon he had taken in the 

period from 1807 to 1000. 06 Tbla char ~• waa ueed to balance 

the accus ation• in tho Natlonaliat and Conaervatl•e preae that 

policy. Floally, on tho da,y tore the election, Lo Canaf! rao 

a bannor headline pr4dlctina a Liberal Yictory • ich would wipe 

out the a t ionaluta. 07 It •u clear tbat in <:uebec tho Libor-

ale aaw t heir main toea aG the Nationallata and not Borden '• 

tedorol CouorvativH. 

At the • o u ... u tboy struck bacfc at the Nattoaal­

late, the Queboc Liberal prose attempted to aalntoln Laurier•• 

acc~toMd e aa the pride of tho French..Caoodiall people. 

On 19 o)opt bor La t ea11e ran a l n.cthy peNonal tribute to 

the Fr1 e Miniet•r• pra1ein& bifft tor tho bl{tb eetooe i n wblch 

ho waa held b~ all CanGdiao•• Tbe artlclo •ont on to polot 

out that Frencb Canacll&Ula had spoe tal reuou for be ills faltbe 

ful to JAAurier. Throuch tbo aervico be bad rendered hia coUDtr,r, 

bad he not dono· IliON than AD¥ other to oMlbaace tho reputation 

of hie raeet Coosidortnc the tact that French Canadian• were 

1D the mtnorit7 to Confederation, bow could thoy dethrone oae 

of tbeir o~ who had attatnod th• bigh• • t poot ln the landt 

Tho article concluded b1 atatina that lt hi• compatriot. aband­

oned bU. in tbe eveoios of bia lito , it would be tho proviDe• 

96Ibld., G Septeaber lGll . 
97-

lbl4., 20 Septe.ber 1~11. -
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ot uebec an4 not Laurier tbat would be dlainisbed.08 lA Sol eil 

jo4oe4 in the adulation ot Laurier runntn , aa the in head­

line of the p per on 15 September, bie tamoua alocau "Je ne 

aula ni i•pirialiat.o ni eti- tmperialiate , 3• aula a!Jipl...at 

cBnadien" . 99 All the ceJCvatsn entered ite final O~a, Le Sole!l 

plft.Yed up the poaltb·• &'ldYant ea of recil)roclty 1n an a·U.e.pt 

· to draw attention aw~ troll tlle troubleaolfte naYal laeue. The 

paper called oo reader• to voto for "LaGrior aod ReotprocitJ"• lOO 

It l s evident froQ the prose c.-paten ot t • Liberal• 

in •rencb Canada that Laurier' • aupporter. telt coaatantly oa 

tbe defeoatve on the MYal lasue. Tbua, the7 eephatliMd t.be 

far areater 4ansers ot eleetinc an iraperlallat Con.eervatl-nt 

sovO:rl'liMnte u 1D put electiona , Laurier ' • defence pollc~ wu 

upheld not on ite intrtnaic rit a. .ucb ae on ita beln- the 

leeser of two .vile. rench Canadiarul ware reminded ot their 

minority poaltJ.on an4 cautioned qatn.at turntac one of their 

own aona out of oftlce. StpU'lcRtltly, the LibeNls were torcod 

to rely on Queboc 1e tnaeeu~ity and wenkD••• in Confed&ratton 

to juat1fy their naval poltcy. It 1e clear th t they bolieYed 

a till 

oppo8ed to Canadian pnr~icipation 1n l=Porial defence except, 

or course, tor the doteneo of Canndtnn eotl. 

98La Preeae, 10 
00Lo Soleil, 10 Sept~aber l Oll . 

l O\>lbld., .2C) Soptarnber 1011 . 
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Quebec aro e froa tho fact that the oppoaltlon to tho Liberale 

wu not ooaprOJllieod tr01:1 too cloao ao a aociation witb the 

ts:>orlallet Coru.orvat.1Yes tn Enl;ltah Conada. ln U~OO, the 

f'ronch.Conadion ConeervatlvM hod atW,cko<J Lo.urior for aond-

tna Csnadian contincont» to fight in outh Africa. Thia 

char o bad boon auccoo fully eo,mtoro4 by potntlns to the 

woakno.. ot ronoh.Canadian Coaservativoa wltbiD thotr own 

party wboao aajorlt7 waa moro outapokeoly taworable to the 

Boer War eGntributlooe tban •ere the LJ.\Mrale. 

In 1911 , however, the oppoaltton to tbe Liberals aa•e 

••er.r ~pearanco of conatttutinc a new political bloc tn ted­

oral politlca. Jloak1 the l.ador ot tho oobec federal Coneer­

Yatlvea, bad spotteD out agaJ.ut the Ensliab-canadian wins of 

hla part)' oo the llft1fal uoatlooe Bounu~Ga, who bel4 to ,ether 

tho ooolition botweea Nattonallata and onk' a Con .. r.atlvee, 

bact launched hla jqurnal, Le DeY'otr, with an attack on tho two­

pnrty ayate to ite tlrat issue. nta encto...aotnent ot oAk had 

Non precisely bocauee of tho Quebec Coneorvative leador' • 

croatQr concern for pr1oc1plo than tor p rty aolidarity. 101 

An ox- Liboral on4 one-ttao •upportor ot Laurier , Dour ... a coul d 

pre•oot bialelt to Liberals u well u Consel'Yiltivea oft the 

buie ot a coamon Nat1ona11et platform. Douruea bad lema 

uraod rencb Cenadtana to vote for candldatea oot tiod to eltb•r 

politioal party, candidates who would follow the i ndependent . 

Io1Le O.votr, 10 January 1910 . 



line of ttonk if el.ated. Thus, tbe editor of Le Devoi£ pro­

claimed that he waa not cooceroe4 obout whether the candidate 

waa called a Coneervat1••• a Liberal or a Nat1oaal18t1 proYlded 

that he oppoao the anti-national ~ollclee ot tbe Laurier goYern­

aaent . Doaruaa wamecl hia readera that, tmlon tbe7 ellbarked 

on a new poltttcal couree, theJ ~uld always be faced wttb tbe 

t.tberal orgumont t hat "Dordon would bo worae than Laurt ..... • loa 

Oo 8 Septe«ltber 1911 1n an election ruly at the )ionliiHOt Nation­

al in J.font ... a1 1 Bouruea .. tct tbe -to NUOO tbe Mettnc bad 

beon called bod been to uplaln wb7 oa ... tllle Liberals who bact 

trOrk•d to put Lauri-er into l\()wer, now wuted to tum hi.ID out 

of otflce. Re then aet out to prove tha' Laurier bad abanc1onect 

bu pr1nc1pl" wblle ex-L1borala, now opvoalfts bill, ba4 not. 103 

Cloarly, 8our-.sa1 a at• waa to oatablieh an tndepea­

dent bloc of Quebec M. P. ' • at Ottafla wbo would be treocl fro• 

the need to eoepro leo their po.tttona 1n tbe tntoreot of 

party aolldarJ.ty witb a laroger croup of .ttnclteh..Cano.dtan .... 

beN. A ll'ronch-Canac11an 1)4lrty at Ottawa could only be auec•-

tul , of course, 11 notther Ltberalll nor Conaervattvea bad a 

clear •Jortty and if Entliab Canadians dJ.d not untte agaio•t 

lt. BourMaa hoped a l·'renc~Mecmac1lan ro.rty would be able to 

rea1•t periallst iDcuratono lnto Canadian auton~. no •aw 

it as the only aeana ot protectinc tho "pact" of 1867 od the 

ioa1btd,, 11 Auaoat 1910• 
103lblc1. , 9 Sopt .. ber 1011. -



183 

"poet" with the a.ot.hor couotry. 

La~rior •a cnemioa in Queboc locluded traditional 

bleua, Nationalt.ate, and dleilluaionect Liberal•• Try aa hla 

allioa mlpt to inaiat that a v-ote for the Conee"atlve-Natlon­

aliat candidates wae tan~ount to a vote for DordeD, the ol d 

'tactiet dtd not wortc u it bod in the paat. There nre ~ 

reuona wby this wu ao. The Liborala bad been 1o office tor 

fifteen years and thotr opponenta wore botter orsanlaed and 

bettor financed than they hnd been 1ft the poet three s oneral 

elections. Thero waa, howovor , tbo cruetoJ fact that a potent 

political alliance, not hopeloaaly dlecr dited by ita Cnsllab­

&poaktng contedoratee aod armed witb a telli ng tesuo and abl e 

l cac!orship, oxieted in 1011. 

On 21 September 1911 the t.&ur1er KOYemaont went down 

to defoot. In tact , tbere wero two &tfeata. In Ontario , the 

Cooaorvativ.a won 72 seate to 14 for the Liberal•• lD Queboo , 

J.aurtor•a buo, whore the nGvy and not reciprocity bad been the 

deaialYo teaue1 tbe Libor4l C~Ajortty bod been reduced froiD 43 

to 11. Tbe Cowaerwatlv~Nationallata in Quebec had won 27 

eeate1 but , 1n their hour of trlumpb t bey tacod the chil ltna 

fact t~at they hAd turned ~ut of offiee a government ba.ed on 

a solid Q\lebec and had l"Of)lf.lCed tt witb one b4no4 on a solid 

Ontario . at important , tho Natlonaliots bad not tHt their 

o~joctiYo of holding t he balance of power 1n Par11~nt. The 

Con rvativea had a clear jority ill the llowae without the 
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eupport. of tbe Nat1ono11ata. norden needed only a tow vot N 

fro• 4. uebee to oe uro blm n working aajority aad for tbeae he 

could count on tbe nuliab IJeml>ere 4ncl the trad1t1ooal bl-.. 104 

Not aurprleingly, the Liberal preee ot French Canada 

waa stunned by the tall ot tboir chieftain. Le CaDAd! c..-.at• 

ed a 

Noua ovona perdu beaucotlp de terrain daaa la proYince 
4ct Q~bec ., arlee & l ' a.lllance Dorden• Monk--Bouruaa1 
eric• & la oa.pagne de p~ju 'a qul a, .. mene! gar.l 
lea Canad1ena- tranr;ais, au auJet de la urine. 0 

Le Solell, wi thout ofterlnc aQ1 explaDatioo tor the 

defeat , be.oADed tho lns ratltude of tbe people. Co.tng cloee 

to c hnrgin& thoae 1" Hneh Can.Ad1ane wbo bad abandoaed Laurier 

with trcaaon, tbe editorial euggeated thot t he1 would re~t 

the ~rror tor ~be ras t of their 11vea. Lo Soleil warned that 

French COODda waa no• entering one of tbe at alar~~lns periocta 

in lta hieto~.lOG 1tb nothins but contempt tor nourusa, 

La Pr081le re.tuaod to concodtl tbat be bad won a vlcto17• The 

•~ontro4l dolly potnted to reciprocity aa the go'Yemraent ' • .. lD 

etumblins• block. Aa for tbe Natiollaltate , La Preaae drow attea­

t ion to the fact that Bourassa had 1oat .any of tho couatie• la 

which bla efforts had been groatoet , inclod1ns1 1ronicallJ1 

D~n4-Artbabaska. La Proese , ditforl 

cludod thnt oYen in Quoboc reclprocitt hnd been more laportaot 

~~he ConeervatlYea had a total of 134 s oate and tbe Liberal• 
Therefore , Bor den needed only 0 Yotee fro• Quebec to aaaure 
bie ID&jori ty • ll .G • 'thorbum 1 Party Pol! t lea ln CanacJe1 
(Toronto, 1967) 1 P• 22G. 

1051..c Canada, al Soptellber 1911. 
106te Soloil1 22 optomber 1911. 

87. 
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than the na.¥7 1n defeatlDS Lourler. 107 It la dlttlcult to tell , 

ot courae; whether thle ae•oaamont of tbe el.ction by La Pre!f! 

wae NOtlYated out ol a ct .. tre to belittle the Natlooallata in 

their ao.ent ot triumph or out ot a aerloua analy•la of tbe 

tact•• 

Le U..Otr, after srootlnl tbe ne • with ~at Ylo­

leat onthuat ... , 108 quickly settled down to tbe political 

battle• it expocted to face 1a the tutun. In a front pa • 

ecU.torial on 2G Sept.-her, O..r Uei"'ux credited tho increue 

in Conaervatlve etre th lD Quebec to the dltfuatoa of lde .. 

wbieb bad croated a new polltleal at.oaphere lD the provlnoe. 

Be obaerved that tbe aucceas with wbich old Liberate hacl been 

the fJOYel"CllMnt bod d...on.trate4 that •07 future COYernDellt 

eot'rtQ)tloa would be .. t by the • • aort of abMdODJNnt of the 

party roapooelble. Aa though be wae not eattrol7 sure ot tbe 

11 any ot th.- departo4 fro tbe line set out by the Natioaa-

11ate and ),1onk oo the navol teaue, thoJ would uet with certalD 

clefeat. 109 

After bein aatlsfied U,a t Orden had «J' d to bold 

o plebiacite on tbe o&lval 1a•oe, Hook entered ttu. cabinet ot 

the now so••I"Nftent as ttlniater of Public Woru. 110 Ute accep. 

taGce of office meant that th.e Llbo~41 preae in French Canada 

IO?La Preaae , 22 eptomber 1011. 
1~ DeYoir, 22 6epteaber 1011. 
109tbtd., 25 Sopt~ber 1911. 
110 t.uon ade, Op 1 Ctt1 , Jh 614. 



would Make u .. e ot overy opportunity to point to tnconeiaunclH 

bet .. en hu antl-1 l)ertaU.at electloneortns ancl the pol1c1 .. 

of the new pYemaent. Oft 7 Noveaber 1911, La Pr ... e rao u 

editorial polnttna to dlftoreftcee ot opinion ..one Con.orvativea 

re~ardtoc nnval policy .. ~ra ot the party variou.ly tavoureda 

a aitt. of dreadnoupta to the Dritlah naY)', a -.onetary contrl• 

but.ion to the D~ltl•b naY,Y, the conatructtoo or a Caaa41an a.r.r 

(the Laurier po.ltioa), or notbinc at all. The editorial thea 

quoted a eto..,- 1a the Ot.tatra Joumal which auaeated t hat Borden 

would ooly .aka QP hla OWD aind about a naval policy alter be 

had oouulted tbe t.perlal autb.orltt .. to tf.Dd out nlob polieF 

tbe)- would prefer Canada to tollew. La Pre .. ! uked •U.ei...,_ 

J¥ tt lt wa tor t hla tbat Bouruaa bad worked ao ardentl,- ter 

Dordeo and lf tble - all the suarentee that nk bad obtaiaecl 

on ent.ertn the cab1net. 111 

Dou.ruaa woulc.t not, bonver, allow hllloolt to be Mde 

the butt ot ant~inleter.t..al IIDlPinc• Ria old paehallt tor 

....aift1ng in oppoeitloa eooa reaaeerted itself. lD Fobruar, 19111 

ho waa callin£ for tbe repeal of the Naval Act tth all the tn­

v.ct.ive he had ever eUIDOiled when Laurier wu 1n office. By 

then, tbe Borden govemaent ' • eoottnuing boeitaDOy about .mat 

naval pollo,y to follow made it an easy taraet both fol" the Nata 

loaallat and for the Liberal pre•• in Q~. oa 1 FebJ"UU7 lt~la, 

DoUI'Uea, writiftg in t.e Dwo1£1 pointed to tbe unfalrn••• of a 

colony U.ko OanacJa contrlhut:lns to the defence of an eaplre 

-
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wboeo torotsn policy • entirely fon.slatod b.1 tbo motber 

co-.mteya 

Seuls , dans le ndo entier, lee Canadieoe, loa 
Nio-~lAildale , lu Auatraliena, los Suc:I- A.fricalne, 
o •OQt rlen 1 7 voir. Bujete de 8 G Majeeti britaAnl• 
que, llc eubiront los ettots de cotto politlque, 
eana ..;.. pouYolr T roeponclre, ftlYOrablemcnt ou de­
fDYOrttblo:uent , co..e peuvent le I Qire l loiatr lea 
Alletl'N!Ulda , lee rtuaaee, lee ~·ruc;aieoe, lea Am6rica1Da, 
1 .. Cbinola , loe not ee , los 6utaaea, lea Uol landala. 
Cttoyena <lea noAtlona ... ooure do 1 • ire", ile pat er­
oat peut- ots-. t •tmpot 4u sans ou de 1 ' ar ont a tin a. 
eoutenlr cette po11t14tt• l mat e ila n •auroat paa, 
eo~ loe contribuablea d' Ao l eterre1 d ' ooaae, 
d 1 lrlando, le dr()lt d ' exprimer par lour Yote - l ' ex­
~,rossioo ultlnlo dea Yolont6e d ' uo 11•yy~• libre • leur 
eat1Dtact1on ou lour -'content nte 

In a hlet publlebed 1n both Ensl1eh an.4 f reoeh 

and ODtltl ed !bl tbe NayZ Act Should be Repealed, Bouraua 

outlined 1\le opposition to tho navy 1o all ita upeete. Re 

traced imperlallet preaaurea tor dominion participation 1o Urt­

tain ' • ware b c k to U o South African war in 1890. Be 4e•cr1bed 

that war oe "a conflict provoke4 by Cbamberlato with t he at ... t 

a•owod objectlvo of brtngtng to a wblte boat the exalted jinso­

.t•m ot t he colon l oa and t heir mlstatcen lo;rol t)"' . JJe contend~ 

tbot tbie now wavo of icport.Gliaaa was a doparturo from tho trad-

u .. tonal J)racttco ol tl 0 ct'llpire .. it hAd exietod trom at lout 

the tis:lo of Contcdor tioo. The earlier view, s iYen espro•aioa 

u rocootly • 1800 by t ho Coloaiol tence C lttee, had bea 

thAt dominion protection of it.a own terrltortea wu oll thot 

could be expected of a colony in the ny ot erial det.acee 
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Carrying forward the development ot tho new t.pertal­

U. l1ouru tlealt with t bo un•al quost1oo . Do clalaed t hat 

a t the I portal Defence Contere-aee in 1000, the Canadian •ink­

ten btad bHn torcod to acknowledge t hat in cue of war local 

naY1N would coaae under tbe control of the Actalnl~. hat 

then waa the value, ho Mked• of Laurier ' • contontton tbat 

Canada would deetde tor heraelt whether to participate 1D '-­

perial wara7 07 the tt.e ParlioaoDt bad been called, lA t~ 

of war, the na~ would alrea- ha•• eailed ott under or4ere ot 

the A iralty. Tho crucial -r.oint tn ouraaea' • ~t, how­

ever, wu tha t Canada, bavloa no eay lo t he tonaulatioa of 

Bri tlab pollcJ , e houl d take no reepooatbtllty for tt: 

••• lt ehowa ••• tow far Canada t. fro• betoa a nation, 
aod* eono~luentl~t how illogical and unjust lt ie to 
try and lllftke her aaaW'De t he reeponiJibilittea ot. a 
nation .. Sir 1Ultrld Lt:mrler wanted her to do t b,. 
ere tina b i a n•Y.Y• 

Douruaa alao called into quutioa t he coatentioD tbat Go~ 

posed. a roal naval t hreat to Great Drttaln. Quottna S ir \f i llU. 

bite , l ate dirHtor ot nava l ooo•t.s-uctloa ill Oroat. nr itain, to 

the elteet that the two- cnror atanclard resatnod waimpeirod• 

DourUf:ll\ cballmged the a t rato ic bula of the noed for u 4tM7 

on t he naval iuue. 

Now t hat Lnurter bad been defeated, Uouruaa •ln­

talned, hie aval Gorvlce Act •h4uld bo re9oalod1 ~above all, 

bocauoe i t atrUcea &t tho bulc prtncipl~a of popul Ar rl bt• 

and colonial autonOMY, and t her eby a t tho vory t ouod4t1on of 
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the 1re•.113 U usual , DGoruaa did not baa• hta cue OD 

ct to cut tbe tie witb the mother count17. On tbe co.., 

trar,y1 be was baainc hie position on a plea that tbe tradltiOD­

al frAmOli'Ork of the Olft.pl ... bo respected aDd reatored. Arq 4e­

pat'turo fi"'OD the trt:ulitiooal uaqo of tho omplre would nec­

aitate a choice between imperial federAtion and coeplete inde­

pendence. Douraaaa bad not weated Cant\dians to be forced to 

aake that cboico. Jn 1912, be attll proterrod CanadA' • role 

aa an autonomous coloQ~ wltbia the empire wttb no power or 

roeponeibtlit1 in external affaire. Ho •aa not oontldent tbat 

bl• liah-Canadlan tel low eountry1MD were u ,-et re dy tor 

full nationhood which eould roquire b .. to 

CanadiaD 

it wu reoch Canacsa•e •lnority etatu tbat lecJ a llatlona.u.ac 

like 8out'aaaa to cllq to a colonlal arransement prt.ar1J.7 to 

aatoguard bla own people asatnet the aaajority ot their coe­

P4tl"lota. On that baste bo bad worko4 to defeat ~·rencb c..,_ 

ada.'• moat illuatrloua eon• Sir tttlfrtd Laurier. It waa aun1J' 

ln. kooptnc with hie rctNODlllity aod hta purpotuta that Dour­

ebould coottoue hla crueade durto.a norcloa ' • teftl of office. 

In February 1912 P. A. Cboquotte1 a LJ.borel 8eo&t01't 

propoao4 a re olutton that would repoal the NaYal SerYice Aet. 

Choquette, who hacJ YOted acainat the bill wben it ... paaeed 

tn years before , orauod tbat tho Conso"attvea bad opl'Oae4 

iiSneari Dour ... a , Wbl the Navy Act Should De Repealed, (Moatreal , 
1012), PP• o, 2?-v2. 
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the bill whell they bad been 1n oppoattioo.., Be ntd the e l Mtor­

ate htld ctieavowed the Laurier DaYal poltoy when it bad defeated 

t"- Liberal governuat. Tbereto ... , the Senator concluded, th• 

NPal Act aboul4 be repealed. '1'be Seaate, however, defeated 

Choquette' • aotloa by a .ote ot 81 to 2 . 11• 

Ia an editorial OA tbe iaaue, Lt Preuet t boup Det 

APlli"OYina tho Cboquetto MOtion, took up bte a......-t. aod poiat­

e4 out t bat the Cooae"au.v .. lia4 ohanp4 thelr tuae ahut the 

Naval Act a iDee ooaiDc to poftr. The edt to rial a1eo aaade uee 

of the opportunity to rooall the Natiooaliat boaat 1n 1911 tbat. 

lf they bAd t. .. Dt7 aeat. in Parliaaont they would aocm be rid 

of tho flaval Act. 11 Pre.ao ended on a •r• sol..., note, 

wamlnc tbat tho sove..,...,.t , t.oetead ot 4o1ns away wltli the 

navy, l.ght well UDdertak.o aeheaee more a eabl• to th• i.,. 

per1allata end the lralty.118 

Tbe Choquette reaoluttoD wu not, 1D it .. lf, a part­

icularly ilaportant ••nt. lt dl4 aueooect, hoftver, ln dr•••· 

tJ.abaa tbe teet that tbo ConsorvaU.Ye ve.maent Jua4 not yet 

decided on a oaval policy. Dor4M had be• pla.ce4 in tbe abaU.I'd 

poJtltioo ot b4vina to ctoteod the Laurier Naval Act until he 

could produce an alter: atlvo undertaking. The Prime Mlniater, 

therefore, announced that the covernmont intended to cooeult 

OD tho naval queetioo and ~hen pr•aont o new bill which would 

replace tho Laurier Act. The PritDo 

ll"t.a l'reue, 2!) t"ebruary 1012. 
11'tb1d., 29 • 'obruar)" 1Ul2. 

T I 
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before a upanaaoan~" oa•al policy for Cuada could be un.der­

tatc.o, the people would be conault od. De 4ld no~, boweYer, 

indicate whether by conaultat1oa he ba4 1D a 11l4 a pleblaclte 

or a aeneral elec~lon, or how aooo after the bill the opintoa 

of the electorate would be aougb~.110 

.U it turned out, tbe ftret bod;r to t.. couultod 

wu the Aclldralt.J. In tbe 8UI'atr ot 1911, Dor4eon paid u ex­

t.•ode4 Ylett. to Drltatn, n•" he ., .. warned by Wlnaton Cburohlll 

ot tho p,.....ain; dangor of Qei"'UD CNfNtion. ln a aeri .. of 

coafereDc .. a~ t he AdDiral.ty, Dorden esproaaed willlnpeaa to 

oo.ai t Canada to a Da?al p1'0~.117 Tbe 4atatla of tbat 

proar._. were to reaaift unkoowD to Canadtau tatil tbe tall 

of 1912. 

Alter Dol"deo 1a retura to C,..,.da OD 8 Septa.ber ltl a_ 

lt bee- clear that the pYel"'IIMDt. pl anned to wacteriake a .,.. 

depart.ur. in DaYal pollc,-. Tbe plan that bad beeft a,cNecl \1.1*1 

between Dordeo ud the AclMtnl\J'.,.. tbat Canada would IM\ke an 

... rcency contribution ot thlrty• ft .. • tlllon dollara to Dri• 

tatD tor naval purpoaee. bell nonk demanded that a pleb1M1t. 

be held oo the iaaue, be wu tun:aed down by tbe cab!Mt. OD 

18 October l Ola the Quebec Conaer.atlYo leader re lgned. 118 

te Courrler de St, Blacinthe c ntect that t lonk bact 

quit tor boDorable reaaooa. 110 L ' •oeaaent aleo paid tribute 

l iiLe Canad!, G March 1912, 
117 Maaon ade, op. Cit., P• 624, 
118 .!!!.!.!!• t P• 627. 
1191• Courrt~r do St. , nyaein the , 20 October l Ola. 
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to f>10Dk tor bia atncerity in NG~ainioc true to tbe poaltloa he 

bad taken Oft tbe •YT• lao Ill aa e4itor1al on tbe ,...lp.atloa, 

La Pre!!! beld &our .... rMponeible for the oalaatty tbat bad 

now befallen the Qltebee Cooaervativ.-Natlooaliat alltabcea 

M. Bo\JfUaA a bien l"aiaon de coUYrlr cSe floura •• 
tOIIbe Htook1a) ollt.ique, oar c ' eat lul qui l ' a tu6 , 
o •eet lui qui t •a coavailleu que toua lea IIOJ'Oft8 
eulebt bona potar ...avener Laurier, qui lui • a1a 
entre lea •tu l'aree l deux tranobanta dU pl6blacite , 
m lui laieant croiro que LAurier diapan, le• oon­
eervateura-oattonallat .. COUYerneraient le p~• et 
torcorait la jorlt6 d ' aooopter lours vuoa. lat 

lo a aubaequont od1tor1al, La P~•• cooceded that 

nk bad taken M honourable courae 1o ros isutns and called 

oa L.v. l,ollottor and w.o. Naotel to tollo• au1t.122 Wbeo 

Louie Coct.rre, ConaeJ"YatlYe Mmber froa Boohelaaa, aubaequeat­

ly accepted the poe:Uloo ot Secret.a17 ot State lnetea4 of tbe 

raore 1Dport..,t Mtoiatr,r of Public ortaa, wblcb t1onk had c tven 

DPt l..a Pr .... cba~ed hill tdtb ontertaa the cabinet 1n a 4~ 

honorable way and clalme4 that Quebec • • post tloo 1D the gonl"BI­

ment wae botna roduced, 113 

Oil G DMMber 1012, t he l'ritDe tUntater introduoe4 the 

Naval Aid 8111 e&lli.Ds for tbe tmmo41 to oxpenditve of tbirty­

ttve •lllton dollars tor tho cooatructlon tn Brltaln of three 

droodnouahta to b('Come p;~rt o~ the Uoyal lhlY7• Borden juatlfle4 

tbe meuuro b1 arcu1ns that the Ro1al Navy waa aeriouely threat­

ened by the build-up of GenMD naval power. lle further 11181ntalne4 

120L•Ev&neMent, 19 Octobor l U12. 
~ Presae , 10 October l Ola. 
122-x&t4., at October 191:!. 
123tblde, 29 OctolHtr 1912. 
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tb&at io the 11 ht of preaeot circUGMJtance• •ucb a cootrlbuttOft 

would cooatitute the beet defence tor Canoda' a coaeta. De 

pointed out tllat the oaercency oontrlbutlon was intended only 

U a te.pOraJ7 J>Ollcy • 124 

The ConeerYative proae in l'reDOh Ccmada aupported 

tbe Naval Aid 8111, L' £Yin ... ot aaid tbe measure would lD­

cNue tbe importance of CMUU~a tn trut ewpire ud would •• 

an tno.-.... 1D ata·tun for t he c0Wlt17. 135 Le Courrier 4e St, 

lqaolnth! arcu-4 tbat tbe continul DC Liberal •upport tor a 

Canadlan fleet waa proof that Laurier an4 not Borden waa tbe 

t~ blperl.al1st. la6 

Tbe Libarale lo the Boaae or Co-.oM and the Li beral 

PNM in Freoob Canada, den:rlac that Ge~7 poaed aftT •orloue 

tbroat to DrlMlA, cballenced tbe buia ot the Prt• Htniat er•a 

.ctlone Oil 8 Febi'UU7 1913• lA Canada ran a froot- p e ato..,. 

quoting a •tatement by Drltlab Colonial ecretar;r, Lewia llarcourt, 

to the effect that the imperial vern.ent 414 not oeed the c1f t 

ot a New Zealand dreadnought for uae 1n Eurot,ean watore. Arsu­

los t hat this waa proof of the fal8it7 of norden ' • etato.eota 

about tbe naval OMJ"'eno:r, Lo Canada obaerved tbat the lAurier 

naval poliCy bac1 put Caoada in ltfte with tbe other d011tntoaa 

and in perfect~ with the l~erial govern.ent. 127 1~ 

tbe Conaerv tivea propoetna aew Canadiao expenditure• tor DaYal 

liiQ.N. Tucker, "The Naval : olicy of Sir Robert Borden~ , (£!!!-
dian fi1ator.lcal eview, 194?) , P• 13. 

1251. •r.vine ant, o Deeel!lber 1912. 

la6Lo Courrier de St . Uzacinthe, 14 Dece bor 191a. 
127Le Canada, 8 Febr vary 1913. 
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clef4UaCO aDd Wl tb tbe Nation 116 ta ill ffoc:t ally Call ina for DO 

DaYal policy at all , tbe Liberal , ..... held to thot.r •1441e 

path, - in their eyea the solde .... - of the Lclurtor Naval 

Ser¥1ce Dill, 

Iter a looa and arduous debate iD tho Ro•• ot COIDOM, 

tbe Dorcleb Naval Aid 8111 paesod third readln,e an4 wu aont to 

the Senate on us Ma,y 19l3.1aa TheN, the Liberala, eo lons 

uoder attactc. in Quebec tor t.belr ilrperial1A1 Yotect t.o clefoat 

the ateUQN b7 a Yote of 51 to 2'1. 

Tbe Quebeo Conaoi'YatJ.ve preaa .....,.iaect loyal u Bordm 

th.roushout the debate OD tbe NaYal Aid 8111 . Le Courrter ts 
St , OJaelathe ... erted tbat tt uked to chooae bet...a a eoo­

trlbutiOD to the taperlal DaY7 .a the coaatructlon of a c-­

adlao fleet , the provi.llce of Quebee would aide with the coatri• 

button propoaed by Bordeo, la$ After the enate had defeated 

the Dord.en b111 1 t. •&Yen..ont accused tbo Liberal• of cteaertlq 

their patriotic reepoaa1biltty,110 

Wltb the defeat ot tb• Naval Aid 8111 in the aprlnc 

of 1913 tho debate 1D Freooh Canada about t~ertal defence 

before tbe outbreak of orld War l virtually c ... to a el ... , 

Iroalcall71 1D tbe 6Dd the Hattonalia._ and the Liberal• -.re 

1D agreo..ot about the Senate ' • rojectlon of Dord.n' • bill, 

NaturallTe tbey diaqreed on the reuon lor tbe tapaaae. Do...-...a, 

las 0 .1, Tucker, 2P• Cit,, P• 14 . 

latJ .. e Courrler de s t 1 Hzactntbe, 24 May 1913. 
130

J .. •E•lt!)4MMnt1 3 June 101~. 
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.sultan~ , expreaaed bla optaton in lA O.voirs 

Aina1, apr&a quatre au de pro3et.a de touto aone •• • 
11 ne ...ate rien, riea • n1 marine eaaadienDot o1 
dreadoouchta, nt contribution ll•Ansleterr. .. . 
Et pourquo1 t Grice 1 1' oproa1 ttoo conetante cle8 
nattooa!tete.. • 131 
Out ' CHCe a noue t • llOU8 .. ula ••• 

1:be estraY mace of llouruaa•a cl.at• to credit tor 

the defeat of both Liberal and Co~rratlve naval pollctea, 

1e revealed b,- the fact that there we" no Natlouliata in tbe 

Senate and tbat nell 11 all tbe NatloulJ.ata 1D the llouee ot 

CotKlOOa had been Liberal•, the Con•erYatlne would e tlll baft 

had a majorlt,-. Bouru•a lliiV' have thought that tho pre-1899 

•ltuatloa bad Her\ J'eetored. For tbe _..nt, Canada bad no 

active pollc,- on i mperial deteace beToftd t~e protection of 

ber own terrlto17 and the oblJ.satlon undertaken by MaedoDAld, 

L&torlor and Dorcleo to s o to 8rit.aln ' • a14 1n war it ab.e were 

...aac:ed. The obepter t hat bad opened wb• Laurier dupatoiMHI 

Canadian troopa to South Africa in 1890 ha4 hopefully beea 

pe~entl7 cloeed. 

rrench Caoada' • oppoaltlon to a more active role 1a 

t .. rlal detmce ha4 continued undt.lnuhed lro• the Doer ar 

to tho defeat of tbe Naval Ald 6111 lD 1913. In eplte ol tbe 

Japr .. olve atrenctb ot the Nat1ona11at.e in 19111 ho•ever, Laurier 

re~a!Ded bi a -jorlt,- 1n Freneb Cua4a. The Nattonallat cball• 

enc• to tbe two-part7 •yot .. , senorate4 around tbo imperial 

defence ie8ue1 had lail~4 ~o cain a atroocer voice for French 

C nada at Ottawa. 
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CONCLUSION 

Tho aoudlng of a Conadian contin ent to South 

Africa in October 1800 uaberecl 1n a new ora ill Ca.oau•a 

rolaUon. with tho eaplre. For the first tiM Canada ' • 

defence reapone lbilltlea wore ... D to &Delude the protectloa 

ot the ampi~ • a whole and not jua' Can.adlaD tarrtto17• 

It ia beyond tlle acopo ot t bta atud7 to inquir• into tho 

reaaona ~ tho OrJ;U.ah cJ011iniona• Canada 1n particula r , 

ware enterlD& into a aoro activo role in t.perial attaire 

at t bta tt.e. For our purvoee it la autticlent to nota 

that tho rUe ot P8D-Aftalo-8uoa aentiMDt .ad tba wldae 

aprea4 ct..an4 tor cloaer Ulparlal Uftity "" relatiYoly 

noaot p~. It - in NaponM to theae tnn6t ratber 

than ln aaoklnl a new UTai\I' ... At that tbe Frenc:b..CanacU.u 

attitude to l.perial doleac~ •ae cr,atalll .. d e 

Frenoh CanacU.aua wen not attnotoel by a Ylalon 

of oloaor imperial unltF W'bich ,.., in Skelton ' • pb.rua, 

"UJTOwly racial" iD ita priooipal f eaturea. 1 Canadian 

aelt-covorn.ent tn internal affaire bad been acco.pllahed 

and eventual lndependeace ... aeoo u little 110re than a...­

tblng to hope tor 1n the dl8taot tuttll"'e . The proxltdt7 of 

the United Stat .. ud the pouible threat to Canada tro~a 

tbat quarter wu a factor in -.kine the •tatua S!!! appear 

I . 
O, D. Skoltoo 1 Ope Cit,, lit P• 62. 

1G6 
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aa the beat arr-a ... at that could be realized. Moreover, 

.aDy FNMb Canadian& reaarded the colonial ltaitattona on 

the Canadiall atate aa a protecttoo AftainAt attempta b7 £nsl1a)a 

Canacta to t.per with tbe eonatitutioaal paranteH of Preoeb­

CaDacliaD rt«hta. 

M our etucty haa abown, French-Canadian newapapeN, 

of all ahad.. of optatoo, tencl•4 to reflect tb:le aoneral 

acre...at iD 1890. The decision of the Laurier sove~t 

to eend ti'OOpa to South Africa al ter.d the pattem of relattona 

that bad gi'OWil up bet .. ea Canada and the .other coUfttJ7 eiDCe 

Confederation. Thia apectftc threat to tu atatu. guo neo .... 

ltatecl apeetfto reeponaea for tho aafecuardiDs of broad prln• 

oiplea about whloh there ... seneral ~re.-.ot. There ... 

little entbuat._ 1n Quebec for the South Afr:lc- war, not 

leaat becauae the Boer. ..... a people analacou., 1n aMl7 rea­

pecta, to the f rench Caoacltana. The Frenoh..Canaellao Liberal 

pre••• concoraeel to uphold the poettloo of tbe sovem~Mtnt, 

detOD4e4 ita deetetoo to eel\d troopa on tbe aroua4 thAt it 

the ConeervatiYoa had been in office , a larger co-.dtment 

would havo resulted. The Queboc ConaerYattve preN1 ' lth t!ae 

advGntage ot freedo~ to attack CO~ernment poliCTt expre .. ed 

openl7 the traditional pretereace of French Canadi.aa tor 

laolatiool .. 1n perial relatione . Clearl71 the reaponae ot 

tbe partiaan preae 1A Fl'ellcb Canada waa ahaped by art7 oeceaa­

U.tea. There wu ao dtaqroement, however, between the papere 
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of the twe political parti .. on the general d .. irability ot 

Canada I"MAiDing aloof frOM the wara of the •plre. Whatever 

ad¥antage accra.d to the Quebec Conaerr.ativea fro. belns iD 

oppoaition waa .ore than offaet by their alliance with the 

atroqlT t.periallat ConaerYativea ot Eqlla~peaktns Cmada. 

lD fact, the two-party ayat- aei"Yed aa • lnatruaent ot 

aajortty rule whicb overrode Frenoh Canadian vi... on thla 

iaaue 1 it tended, •reover, to prevent Frenoh Canadiana tro• 

UD.I"eaerYeclly defendiAI their traditional view ot iaperial rei. atiou 

tn the election of 1900. 

Althouch no effective oppoaition to Canadian part­

icipation 1D tho Boer War developed in French Canada, the Con­

aervative and independent French lancuase ,..... did continue 

to expreae t he traditional French-canadian attitude to imper­

ial defence. In ita editorial ot 14 October 18999 La Pre••• 

outlined the baaic caae agatnat participation in t.perial wara 

that waa to be reiterated until World War Ia the colonie• 

were an accident of e~aptre with no 1Dtluenee on the .. tber 

coWltryJ Brltaln had done nothins to aaalat Canada in ~•r db• 

putea with the United Statea and Canadtana ahould expect no aid 

in future. The editorial drew the leaaon t hat Canada and the 

atOther countr.r did not have identical intereata 1D defenoe 

policy and urged C•ada to follcnr Dritaln • a exa.plo 1a not 

•lxln& politic• with aentt.ent.2 

2te Pre•••• 14 October 1899. 
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lleorl ourA.BGO • , ln fact , tho one political flpN 

in roacb Can d4 able to oppoao the eruU.DS of troope without 

belnc liable to the cbarce ot partlaanahlp. tie wu able to 

defend what he conaldered to bo the traditional Canadlon att l • 

tude to t.perlal deteoce only by resigning from Parlin.ent and 

by br.Ulnc, at lout temporarily, "lth the Liberal port.7• Be 

baaed bta cr1t1ctaaa on the arsumcmt that Canada, lactdna a Yol oe 

ia the formulation of Drttlah policy, abould take no reapoa.i• 

bi ll ty for bacld.nc up thAt policy around tho wor14• For the 

tiM- bolna Canadian 1n4opendeoce waa lou 1sn ortant to Douraeaa 

than tbe avoiduce of the new imperial.._. Cl lncin to the 

suaraoteea of colonial irreeponaibiU.ty .. the boat protection 

tor the Frenoh-Caoadiao mtnority, Doureaaa dar~ oot hope for 

lndependeoce. De7ood internal .. lt-aoverDDent loo.ed eltbor 

~erial fe4orat1oo, l ndependeftce or ao.e mixture ot the two, 

aa the noxt st o ln CanadiM 4•••1ornnant. Por tbe present, 

Bouraaeo believed that "lt vere aater to poatpono the d., of 

our emanc1pation" , 3 but faced wltb tbo alternati ve of imperi al 

federation, bo could dettnitelf opt for lndependonce. 4 Fearing 

that Canada would be forced to choose too aoon between tho two 

alternati ve , nouraaaa oxpreaee4 bla torebodln about the now 

era in ~erial ro1at1ona tl~t had opened wttb the Doer ara 

A now chapter 18 opened up in the bleto17 of our 
countr,r which altere the situation ao favorable to 
lW of aisty 7eare •• • The ehadplooa ot our liberttea 
AN DO m!ON I their diaciplea, re4uce4 to illpotency , 

5ltenr1 Bouruaa, Great 1lritain ~nd Cannda, (Montreal , 1002), P• 40. 
4

Robert I 1117, ntato1re de la Prowiftce de <lu6beo , XVII! , P • 34. 
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h4vo be D aueceectocl 1o the Britiab cabiaet b7 
adberente of a n.- acbool of thouabt, tbe direct 
cleecendants of the very men who bad planned our 
cmelaveaaent. B 

Tbe centrDl foata.re of tho new era was t he proapect 

of o cloeer tie botqen C41JUUlQ and the aotber-cowtl')' or aome 

fol'tl of imperial federation. lt waa th1a epectre that oYer­

ehAdowecl the reapooae ot li'rencb Cana<Ua.oe to ~ diecuaeioa 

ot tmporial defence. Wilfrid Gnecon, the political editor 

of t,. •Avenlr du Morel, WGI'"Ded hie readera , in an ectltorial on 

21 Oece.ber 18091 that t~e most llkoly road to imperial t~ 

oration lay io a chGO ed Canod1aD cooatltuttoo t hat would 

require Caoo4A to contribute men and QODe7 to ~erial defeoee 

on a continual baelae 8 ID Guooo ' • olaiat that eontr.lbutlou 

to imperial c:letence J.nvolve4 a obaoae in the Ccmadlan cooati• 

tution tboro 811 impliolt the arsument that the peopl e eboul4 

decade 1 tor 1D calliQC for a pleblacite on tho naval questioa. 

Juatify1ng their por~y•a policy ot moderate oootrt• 

butlou to i mperi al defence on the £1"0unda that t he Conaerva-

ttvea would co tt Can~ to further t.perlal venturee, the 

Liber 1 preea in ~uobee ero able t o re.a.tn on tho ottonatft 

durtoa the election ot 1000. A~ tbe tiret po o iblo opportvnit71 

bowovor, tbe Liberal• a bandoned what they roal1r.e4 woe an uo­

popular policy in ronch Canada. In an orttclal government 

" . P . o •connoU , Wfbo ldeu ot r.cnrt Douraeaau . CAnadian Journal 
ot 'conomiee and Political Scienee, 1955, P• 367. 

6L• AYentr d\1 Nord, 21 Dee_.,or 1899. 
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declarAtioD7 uct in a atat...,ot by Laurier tn the nouae of 

C08110na8 lA 1002, it wu 4e cloo.r that the covern~~ent coo-

eidered Caoada 1a malo contribution to the ,ire' • defence to 

be tho economic develo~ot of the coUDtJ"1 ancl the iltproveeent 

of t bo •ilitta. For this rouon tbo ' oYeJ'fUD8ftt retu.aod to 

ooUDtenance chanaee in the statue 2!2. on lllpor1al def4mce. 

Aa far u Laurlor wae con.ceroo41 Oftl.¥ cOIIXDercial rolatloM 

woulcl be dieoueaod at the Colonial Contereooa of 1001. Wltb 

thia tnltlatlve• LAurier was retracing s overn.ent polio7 to 

the pre-1800 pNctice of DOa-panlcipatlon 1n i mperial wan. 

Por the liNt tt.e eince the outbreak of tho South African war, 

be received the unanbloue back1os of the Yrench-C~dlao preu. 

During t ho next eovon 7eaN 1 t.he Liberal aoven11t0nt 

... ablo to avoid aorious crtttctem lD rench Canada concern-

ins the lapor1al dofonce question. Indeed, in 1903 the untaY• 

ournble settlement of tho .Alaaka boundary, due to t bo dotoction 

of Lord Alverstone to t ho AMerican aide, allowed Laurier to 

hint thot Ccmoda mt ht aome day take ovor the runnlna of her 

t oroicn policy. The Al01Jka boun.d.ar,- ctocleton un4erl.lnect tho 

view that Britain could not be relied upoo to aide wttb Canada 

atnat the United States. Laurior reaponde4 to the doubl• 

leu oD of t bo Doer ar and the Al .. ka boundary question b7 

PHCood to eYolvo b1e policy ot proaottfts Canadian notion• 

bood wi t b tn tbe ire . .~ationbood \YOuld protect Canacla againat 

?La Preaae , l Z March 1002. 
8 Jbid •• 17 April 1902. 
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the ach ... a of tho 1 per1a1 foderatlootata aa .. 11 aa eocoar­

actna aoll•nltaoce in dealinca •ttb the Untte4 Statea. lfatlODol> 

b~od would tu~tber eerYe .. ao outlet tor tho espanalve eentl• 

a.nta of glleb Canadtana ~tle avoidinc the ~erlalta• which 

would alienate Quebec. Of courae, the tmpertal defence queetloa 

wu only ooe aavoct of the Laurier policy of nationhood• . Tbe 

promotion of lDDt gratlon, the bu114tan of a aeeOD4 tranao~ 

tlautal railway, tho aettlc•ent of the CMadian ... t • tb .. e 

..... tbo ingrecU.enta of the Mac4oDa1d-Laurier oatlonal polle,­

ud of ~ ·proapero• first decade of thi: twentieth centu17• 

1ft eplte of Laurier •• aocc ..... in ~rial rolattoaa, 

a now Natlou11st 80YOWMtnt appea ... d ln Quebeo. Tbe Yel"J fae• 

toN tbat led to auecHe tor Cooada u a whcl~ promoted un­

euinoaa 1D French Canada. The traditional rural aociet,- ol 

Quebec aaa ~in rapidly trao.foraed b.J lodu.trloltaation and 

orbanlaatloa. The flood of Earopctan 1-.i&ranta to the couat17 

waa adding a wbole oow aectton to the populattoo that could 

ooly lncreaae tho &ltab-apea tna ele•ent in tho loo run. 

The oreattoo of tbo proviocea of Sukatchewan and Alberta ill 

lOOS aad t.he 1ua of reocJaoi.Caudiu educational ri hta theN 

UD4erlined 'he f ct that wes~ern Cana4a was to H al ... t eatt.re-

17 ngU.ah-apePlnl• The louadJ.aa of the Hf!! Nationaliatt lD 

1003 •u indicative ot Natlonal.ut reaponae to tbe tbreateolfts 

altuattoo taciDs French Canada lD tbeao ,-ea.re. In 1907 Bour­

uaa turao4 hla attention to provtnelal polltlca , and to coD­

juactton with the Quebec CooaeM-Ativea att :pted to uoaoat tbe 
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GoutR so•ernment. 

The edYeot of tho n. vol 1aoue tn reb 1000 pro­

Y14ed an opportunity tor the Conaervatlve-Nationallat alll• 

GftCe1 initiAted 1o provincial pollttce, ~o 4tftter the federal 

anna. lhder the forsnal loaderebtp of Honk, but guided prl.JI­

orily by D~raasa, tho now force wae to poeo an alternatiYo to 

Laurier'• pan-CODadtan nnttonhoo4. Concerned that French Can­

ada have an independent voice I.D Otta- to atat.e ite caee iD 

imperial relatione and domeatic attatr. , Douraeaa believed 

that only by breaktos •1th tho two-part7 ayat .. could hla 

people p.-.vent the erosion of tboir r1 .bta. Suob a chan o of 

tho Canadian political ayat •aa noodect, tn bia opinion, to 

aalo~d tho "pact" of 1867 • Douraaaa waa •orld.nc for a 

fun4amontolly dltferont Canada - one 1n wbieb tile duality 

would be tnatttutioAalise4 ln the countr.r'• political ayet .. 

aa well aa in tho country • • oul tural llfe. Thus be poaet\ what 

•lsbt be doacrib d u a bi-national altomat.lYO to l~urler'• 

pea-Canadian formula. 

At the core of tho debate bot•een Laurier and tho 

Jatlonaliata Oft tho naval queetlon waa a dlaasre.ment about 

the exteDt t~ which Canado bad already achieved naU.onboo4e 

Laurlor juatltie4 the ere tlon of a local Canadian naval force 

on tho r"Ouocl that CAD4d:l hA4 boco11110 a natiora ana auet tab a 

lar or r•aponalbtlity for her defence. 1D proeentlbc Laurier' • 

cue to the FNneb-Ccmad1an peoplo, the Liberal preea played 

down tl\e extent to which the n val toNe wae to be part of a 



lar er ach ... ot laperial defenee, lbYOlYin.S in wartt•, the 

llkelihoo4 of adlairalty eCMaDaDd of tbe C dian tleot. 1aatead1 

t!Mt Liberal preea 1n Quebec eaw it u a atep lD tbe acbl•••ltllt 

or natioahood, a .ove 1n the dir.ctlon ot aelf• rellance. Oft 

tbe other aide the Natlonalbu u4 tbelr Quebec Couo ... atift 

all lea argued that Canada, tar from be inc a oat too, wu aa U. 

reaponalble colony wltb no rlght. or duttea ln the .. tter of 

deteoce or foretcD polic~, beyond t he atrtot proteetioa ot 

Canadiao eotl. Naturall~, tbo Natiooallete attacked tbe Laurier 

toreula ae paeudo-aatlonbood, while they were th~olvaa crlt­

lclMd for 4e118aolos the ntent " wblch Canoda bad outsi'OWD 

bar colonial paat. 

In counterlns tho Co~ervatiY.-.Rattonallat oaalau .ht 

1n tho election of 1011, the Liberal preea .ade auoh ot the 

eootradictlon between the laporiallat win& ol the CoaaervattYe 

party in fnaltah CaDAda and the Natlonaliat •iDe ln ~uebee . 

They •oN ro1~1nc on thta tocbntqu., u the7 bad in 19001 to 

convince Prencb Canadlana that the Liberal way was the moderate 

rta:ft .nd that it wu atlll tho best suarantee ot Froneh-Caa~ 

lAD rlgbta. JA Caogda of Jaontreal, tor o.KMtple, quoted the 

Engl~adian Coneervatlve pr••• to ehow tbat the election 

ot a CooaerYatlve covornaent would mean clooor defence t1ea 

wl th the npl.re Md a pol ley ol direct coatrlbutlona to t'­

lapertal DA¥7• 0 Aa tn 1000, the Liberala upbe14 their 4etOilAe 

9Le Ctnnda• 2 September 1011, 6 September 1~11 . 
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polieT not ao aueb on ita lotriDeic aerlte as on ita belfts 

leaa ombltioue and loee dangeroae than tbot ot a Coa.o~atlYe 

&OYei"'UMftt would bo. 'l'he Liberate continued to belloYo that 

tho Freocb-Catladian cooaeoaua iD oppoaltion to a more cctin 

role 1o imperial detonce atlll pr.Yailed. 1ft ~ caee1 tbe 

Liberal t.ctic dld not aucceect u nll 1D 1911 ae lt bad f.D 

1900.. 1'iw Conaorvativ.-Batlonallata could not eilaply be 

written olt u the Frencb aupponere ot a pr!Mr.l17 naU.eh 

aad iaperiallat IDOYetDCD.t . 

No ... eatlally new eltHMn.t ._ added to tho DAYal 

debate 1ft the Freneh-CaDa4iaD preaa with t.he aben.t of the 

Borden co•ern.eat. Tbo Ll~ral preae continued to reiterate 

lta boliet that t • Laurier bill waa tho beat eolutlon and 

took •••IT opportuolt7 to demooatrate t lo btpoteace of the 

Nationallata in tbe now aovermaent. laoo tbe Borden tfaYal 

Ald Bill wae YOted dosn by tbe Bonate ' • Liberal .ajorlt7 oe 

at Ma7 1013. botb the Liberal .,..... ud Le DeYotr ..... pleuecl 

wltb 'Ute outeo•t. Tho Liberate and the Natiooallete both took 

crocttt (tbe Llborola more conYinelntJq) tor baYlDI halted a 

dalaaero• u.p.riallat ioltlative. J'or tbe •••at, CaDadiala 

ettorte to build a local fleet or to contribute to the naY,J 

ot tho •tber-oouat17 bacl beOQ etalemate4. In the laat -,ear 

beto.n World I'U" 1 1 a deceptive calm prevailed, an4 it appear­

ed, aupertieiallJ at least, that the pre-1899 era ot leolatioo­

U. had retut•rutcle 
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The outbreak of a nenerol Eu.ropeaa war in Augu.et 1814 

took Cana4lana b7 atlJ"PriM. The altuatton, plae1Ds BrttalD 

heraelf 1n aortal daft&er brousbt 1Dto pl., tbe repeate4 ple .... 

of Laurier and Bordeo to plcco Canad.a at Or1ta1D' a atde 1D aucb 

a caao. In tho face of tbla unprecedented altuatton, tho Freach­

Canadten proae reaponded 1n1t1a11)' wtth aupport tor CMadiaD 

partlclpatloo 1n t bo war. On G Aquet 1914 La PreNe told it.a 

readeNt 

Le falt eet que ooua •~• ~ ,uerre co... la 
Grande-Dret e e11....a..a ot pour ceux qui 
tleanent l la M&re-Patrle, noue dewou eatrer 
de tout eoeur dana l ' eaprlt noUYeau. 10 

The reuona tor the t8fiiPOr&l7 F.-.ncb..Canad1an aupport 

tor the war are beyoD4 the acope of tbte tbeata. Sutttoo lt 

to auaoat that tho appearaaee ot nrttaln ad r nace 1n a 

o.....n •rtal atruu1o, the herotaa of Delstua 1D Ausuat 1914 

and tl\e ecoi'Qlt7 of the eriala ltaelf, ~ explain tbe oh .. rt.na 

ot French reaer\'lau and the wavtns of UQion Jaou that oecnarn4 

ln Montreal 1n tl•e first neb ot tbe ....-. It ahoul<l alao be 

poiDted out that lt waa aeaerally expected until 1914 that a 

EUJ'O~M war could onl)' lut a few montba. Thue C•adlan ia­

YOlYOINDt could bo anticipated to ... U.ttle more thaD the 

aen4lnc of euppliee and the aseurGnee of 11110ral aupport. Certata-

17 the idea of aendlna bunclrecla ot thouean.&a ot Caoa.diao t,roopa 

to ourope , conta.plate4 by the end of 1914, would have be.a 

quite be7ond the tbo ht of atVoDe 1D Canoda when war brou out. 

~~ Preue, 6 Auauat 1914. 



Ia thia initial atmoaphore c•eo Le Devoir waa vague 1n Ita 

poaltioo, with Douraaaa .r1t1Da poaolonatel7 about the tate 
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of France after bia return from Europe. 11 OD ao Ausuat 191• , 

however, Douraeaa wroto hie tiret crltlcal oditorlal about tbe 

Sana doute, 11 eet oaturel et 1iultime pour tout 
Canadien de eouhaitor ard .... ot l e trioaphe .._ 
tli'IIH Ang1o-Franqalao•l Mie teoir 1 1tm,Pereur 
Guillaume aoul et poreonoellemeot re.ponaab1oa de 
lo cat88trophe ~~altra •xac'r6 elnon ioju.te l 
t.oue ceuz qui oot obaorri avoo a....,.trold et •tel• 
laDce loa prodroMe de la 'l &te, ll 

OD 8 Bept.-her 1914 , lt bee- clear that 8ouruaa' • 

dlacuae ion of the oris in of tbe war ba4 littl e to do with a 

coocei'D ~ proteet the Oerean ~ror•a reputation, Oft tbat 

da,)-1 be picked up the t breade of ~18 traditloul poelt.loa • 

illperf.al def'oce u4 anal~aec.t the preeeot cool lict 1A tbeae 

wel l-knowa te~• 

Lo CADacta •• , n •a aucuae obliptlon 1110rale ou coe­
et1t ut1oaolle al auoua lnte~t t.a6dtat dana le 
confllt aetuel. 

In t ho ... editorial he ... terre.! to Canada u a 

••ctepeodance irreat•onaable de la Qranct.-Oretacne• , a poat.tion 

ho bad lone held 1o con treat to Laurier' a •iew tt\et the oomat17 

had alnad7 acbieYod oatiooboo4. Ue t hea atated the coroll...,. 

of hie Yiew of Canada 1 

C ••t dODo le dovoir de 1 • A leterre de difondre 
1• Canada, et non celul du Canada de difendre 
l ' AftSleterre,l3 
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It bad taken Bourassa ·• little over a month to DGke 

hie poalttoo on the war coincide with tho po•ttlon he bad bel d 

Oft the queetlon of laperlal defence for the preY1oua fift een 

7e1U'8., Sir Wilfrid t.urter campalped ln Quebec to encourap 

._.,reach-Can dian recnai tmeftt lDto tbe ca.rmect ton... D7 tbe oD4 

of 1014 , tbolJ8;b, It appeant that eotbueiMID for the war bad 

larsely' wom off tn r:oronch Canau. 1• Conaiclertn8 the uabi"Okea 

tradition of opvosltton to porttotpatlon ln !.perial ware that 

bad proYed ao durable in the fift.en ,-ear period '-• 1899 te 

ltt•, it 18 not aurpriatna tbat FNnCh Cenacllana eoon c- te 

1"1 that the war waa not tbetra to lqbt. Ev.a if the recruit­

IMDt of Freoob Canadlana into the a..,..d torcH hod been carri ed 

out wltb .on tactf ul cone14eratioa for their aeoalblllt"t .. or 

tbe dlYlalft Ontario aohoola dlapute not eslatec1 durins thea• 

,.-eara, tt 1a dtttlcult to aYOld tbo c oncluelOD that auperttotal 

attew~pte at boooe enteate would not haYe altered French Cancada' a 

deep oppo ition to parttolpatloo iD Drltato•a ware. 

The ~·renab..Caoadlan preea, during tho period we ban 

beeo oXADtntog, ee.rved as a major Yehlcle tor tran.aalttias tbe 

vi ... of the political leaderablp to Quebec to the peopl e . P~ 

i.eaN'hip, ot one ldad or another• wu eo ati'Onl throupout tbe 

Frencb-Caoadiao pres that no standard ot objective jotll'la4l1Ye 

could bo aaid to haYe exlatoct. ConaequeDtl,y, n... and feature 

cop7, aa well u editorials , wore hoaYlly elanttHt in tbe dlr-

ectlon ot the paper' • political btaa. peelally durtDs election 

14£1lzabetb AI'WJtroa.c, The Crlaltt ot «.juebec 1014-18 , (How York, 
19:>7) , p , 91. 



179 

tille, ••t of the 4a11;r n&npapeN ot Quebee becA~N uoabaabe4 

pat"tf o.rcan•• 
Conaidering t he aharplJ partisan oature ot the 

~'.-.ncb-Canadian preea , it 1• illportant to realize that oo tbe 

crucial queation of ~erial defence, a broad conaeoaua exiat­

ed iD favour of li•itlog C&Dada1a pArticipatloa 1n portal 

ware. Tbe press did not waver 1n ita auppert tor pari7 poU.CTI 

.but tbe preaa al"AJ'a out ita baeklna in tel"M that would be 

acceptable to French-canadian oplnion. 

The .. jor divlaioa between J'reneh Canadi.u ... • 

their attitude to tbe bulc qu.atioa of <:uadiaD oatloaboo4. 

Den• Laurier repreaente4 thoae who -ted to work toward ta.. 

wolutloe ·.of a •-• Canadian aatioullt7• Do~, OD tbe 

other hand, aought a union· that would aceo..octate two 41at.lnct 

nationalltiea in ita ~ldet. For tbia reaaon be taYoured a 

atrlct adherence to the coeatitution and to wbat be resarded 

.. the "pact" or 1801. 

Jt would be a 11lsteke • of oourae, to aee the debat.e 
-.. taklns place bot ... n political tactiona ot anything like 

equal ttiM• Onl,y lA Devoir and the weekl,. Le Nationalia!t 

save lull aupport to the bi~tionallat position. Laurier' • 

conceptloa of Canada reoe1Yed the eupport of the muoh larcer 

Libe~ p,...., notably Le Sole11, le Canada aDd iDcreuiDclT 

Le ~.. The ConaerYative preaa , notabl7 L'£ria....-t MCl 

lA CourJ:Oler d! st 1 lizac!othe etood eOtiewttere in betne. 

· Daalcally, they nre ••ratpttorwarcS party or-sana wboee edit-
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orlal pollCT ... 8111P&\theU.c to Jlour- only durt.ns the 

perlo4 ot t.be ConaorYat.tve-Nat.iooallat alllance. In tact, 

BoUI"aMa1a failure to attect th• thinkJ.Da ot Quebec Conae~ 

vatlYN •re twaelalllentall,., as Nfleotecl 1ft the Couel"''attve 

preaa, - an ltaportant reaHD ter hla failure to lauaob a 

pei'IIDDftt new bloc iD federal pollt.lca. The tatlw._ of tbJ.a 

at.t4MIIpt at aecuriDC an independent Quebtte bloo at Ottawa, • 

atteltpt wbtcll aroae out ot the lea• ot imperial defence, 

OM be ... n u one of tbe •tn taetol'8 la the coaoentrat.toe 

ot 110at future Frenob-Canadlan natlonallata oa provlnelal 

pelitl.ca. 
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