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HAMLETMACHINE

Once, when I asked him if HAMLETMACHINE wouldn't be
difficult to understand for American audiences without the
experience of European post-war history, he replied: "The
general, objective situation isn't that different here. As an
intellectual (in the US) you belong at last to the middle class; as
soon as you even make the beginnings of a career, as you
have some success, you belong to the establishment you fight
against. You get into the establishment by fighting it; as a writer
of literature, for instance, there is no other way to join it, I

believe. But then you're in, and live in the dilemma that you
belong, yet don't like to. And it's quite typical here that once
very good authors have written a bestseller, their tragedy of
success begins; people are ground down by success."

-CarlWeber

Director's notes

We were quite aware of the challenges this text presents for
both the performers and audiences. The political context of
Muller's HAMLETMACHINE is, generally speaking, foreign to
our daily circumstance and outside of the references to
Shakespeare's Hamlet. lt was initially very hard to discover a
foothold in the text itself. After weeks of "translation" we
decided to place the "action" into a few moments before a
major cataclysm destroys the earth. This Sci-Fi set-up allowed
us to use the collective fear of death in search of the parallel to
Muller's political backdrop. We believe we found it in our own
sea of pop-cultural artifacts. lf this place still contains Hamlet's
dilemmas is something we will have to discover with the aid of
an audience.

-Aleksandar Lukac
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