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Outline & introduction

. Discuss the preservation and transformation of Chinese
heritage

. Demonstrate the struggles and dynamics of Chinese
Canadian identity

. lllustrate the manifestation of transcultural identity of
Chinese Canadian communities

. Symbolize the transcendence of borders, linguistics
boundaries, and geographic distance.



Cantonese Opera

Hometown entertainment that brings
forth both individual and collective
memory, identity and culture

A Gold Ingot [—#E ]

The Eight Immortals Crossing the Sea |
ANIFER=S]

The Prime Minister of the Six Kingdoms

[73 B R E9 48]



https://youtu.be/kCqppgzex4Y?si=7WaoYIAoU3R9-SzI

Opera lyrics & musical tones

“are performative, affording the
opportunity to enact an identity, to
take on a musical persona, and to be
oneself, free from society’s rigidities”
(Rao, 2017, p. 3).



1858-1922 — Gold Rush, Canadian Pacific
Railroad and Head Tax
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Source: Library and Archives Canada, PA-125990 Source: Beyond the golden mountain : Chinese cultural traditions in Canada




Part 1 - Segregated community and Cantonese
Opera activities

Source: UBC Library Source: Canadian Museum of Immigration



Cantonese opera in 1880s

*i * The Daily Colonist,

L August 4, 1885 - “The
"L = | new Chinese Theatre
situated at the back of
Cormorant Street, will
be opened tonight
when special
Source: City of Victoria Archives, 1959 attractions will be

offered.”
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Cantonese opera activities in
1880s

November 4, 1882, Daily Colonist.
“Yesterday the mail steamer G. W. Elder,
landed no less than 16 trunks of similar
make and dimension, about a cubic yard
In capacity, filled with the costumes for the
new Chinese theatre on Cormorant
Street.”
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Source: Simon Fraser University Library



Ching Won
Music

Society,
1940s

Source: Beatrice &
Raymond Jai
Collection, Richard
Charles Lee Canada-
Hong Kong Library,
University of Toronto
(RCL CHKL, UofT)
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Cantonese
opera in
Chinatown
stories and
memoirs




Cantonese
opera in
Chinatown
stories and
memoirs




Cantonese
opera in
Chinatown
stories and
memoirs




- ) b
Cantonese opera performance in the 1970s, Toronto
Source: Beatrice & Raymond Jai Collection — RCL CHKL, UofT



STARLIGHT CHINESE OPERA PERFORMIN&AR’I:S CENTRE

Home About Us ' News Events Starlets Videos Contact Us

inese Opera
Performing Arts Centre.

o PIFRSRELEAFE P/

STARLIGHT CHINESE OPERA
& FERPORMING ARTS CENTRE
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Event / Performance Organizer
e Evening events entertainment piece

Community / Voluntary Work

e Non-profit performance such as senior home
performance service

e Workshop for the general public

e Charity / donation event performance
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Multi-Voices One Heart: an annual trans-pacific Cantonese Opera Project.

Hean

Born from Canada's 150 as an innovative heritage project to bring together artists and community
leaders across Toronto, Vancouver and Macau, Hong Kong. »
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Theme Song

MultiVoicesOneHeart
!35* Noras PF!‘C I3 YouTube
HM( the. IGRATION
Date:  Sunday, August 20, 2023
MVOH - ﬂm"'"mwmn:.% 5 MVOH 2023 ;& ST & ¢
Venue: Room 1400, WWOL#O
2023 Workshops G Mt s e momnt

WORKSHOP | (in English: 2-3pm): FREE
The Cubural Legacy of Canonese & laken Opera I

Open to Al
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be on display.
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o MOA. Search results

Trident Spear

Current search: Cantonese opera
536 objects found

Cantonese Opera
Beard

Cantonese Opera
Shoes

Cantonese Opera
Robe

Cantonese Opera
Robe

Cantonese Opera
Robe

Cantonese Opera
Makeup...

Start again
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Cantonese Opera
Headdr...

Cantonese Opera
Robe

Go back Sort... Refine search...

Cantonese Opera
Robe

New search...

Cantonese Opera
Robe

Cantonese Opera
Doll

Tiger Mask

Tiger Costume

Cantonese Op

Cape

Jacket




UNIVERSITE '
UNIVERSITY

Libraries / LibGuides / Subject Research Guides /' Cantonese Opera in Canada /' Cantonese Opera in Canada

Cantonese Opera in Canada: Cantonese Opera in Canada Search this Guide Search

This research guide provides lists of research materials on 1) general materials of Chinese opera, 2) Cantonese opera, 3) Cantonese opera in

Canada and community resources, and 4) Cantonese opera in Canadian Literature

Introduction General Materials Cantonese Opera Cantonese Opera in Canada Cantonese Opera in Canadian Literature

Books

Painted Faces on the Prairies by Helen Kwan Yee Cheung
@ Call Number: ML 1713.8 E36 B78 2014

- ISBN: 9781551953380

Publication Date: 2014-07-15

This exhibition catalogue provides context to the archival photographs and materials on Cantonese opera in Edmonton on display at the Bruce Peel Special

Collections Library of the University of Alberta. These materials document close to 100 years of Cantonese opera activities in Edmonton within the changing dynamics
of the Chinese community. They portray “a story of life experiences on the Prairies by highlighting the inextricable relationship between Cantonese opera and the Edmonton Chinese

community as this cultural practice moves deftly through historical periods between 1890 and 2009” (xvi).

Chinatown Opera Theater in North America by Nancy Yunhwa Rao
CHINATONN Call Number: ML 1751 C5 R36 2017
N ISBN: 9780252082030

IN
NORTH
AMERICA Publication Date: 2017-01-11

One of the most acclaimed monographs dedicated to Cantonese opera in North America, this book narrates the history of Chinese theaters in North America during

the 1920s, a golden age for this performing art. It offers historical contexts, discusses the practice of Cantonese opera, illustrates the Pacific Northwest connection,
including Canada, introduces the history of a homegrown theater and traces the spread of theaters on the transnational network, as well as the transnational operation itself. It

concludes with a reflection on Chinatown opera theaters’ impact on the local community and other aspects of American music.



« Cantonese
opera
demonstration &
seminar
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music demonstration &
seminar




« Cantonese opera performances
not only entertain, but help
retain and bridge the Chinese
heritage and identity among
Chinese Canadians across
generations, facilitating and
enabling local-born Chinese
Canadians, to register,
recognize, and reconcile a
cultural identity that is
considered other to their
Canadian upbringing.

Conclusion




Thank you

htleong@yorku.ca



