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Outline & introduction

1. Discuss the preservation and transformation of Chinese 
heritage

2. Demonstrate the struggles and dynamics of Chinese 
Canadian identity

3. Illustrate the manifestation of transcultural identity of 
Chinese Canadian communities

4. Symbolize the transcendence of borders, linguistics 
boundaries, and geographic distance.  



Cantonese Opera 

• Hometown entertainment that brings 
forth both individual and collective 
memory, identity and culture

• A Gold Ingot [一錠金]
• The Eight Immortals Crossing the Sea [
八仙過海] 

• The Prime Minister of the Six Kingdoms 
[六國大封相]

https://youtu.be/kCqppgzex4Y?si=7WaoYIAoU3R9-SzI


Opera lyrics & musical tones 

“are performative, affording the 
opportunity to enact an identity, to 
take on a musical persona, and to be 
oneself, free from society’s rigidities” 
(Rao, 2017, p. 3). 



Source: Library and Archives Canada, PA-125990 Source: Beyond the golden mountain : Chinese cultural traditions in Canada

1858-1922 – Gold Rush, Canadian Pacific 
Railroad and Head Tax



Source: UBC Library Source: Canadian Museum of Immigration

Part 1 - Segregated community and Cantonese 
Opera activities



Cantonese opera in 1880s

• The Daily Colonist, 
August 4, 1885 - “The 
new Chinese Theatre 
situated at the back of 
Cormorant Street, will 
be opened tonight 
when special 
attractions will be 
offered.”

Source: City of Victoria Archives, 1959



Cantonese opera activities in 
1880s

November 4, 1882, Daily Colonist: 
“Yesterday the mail steamer G. W. Elder, 
landed no less than 16 trunks of similar 
make and dimension, about a cubic yard 
in capacity, filled with the costumes for the 
new Chinese theatre on Cormorant 
Street.” 



The Chinese Times, 大漢公報, (1907-
1992)

1917-12- 4 & 1987-07-29
Source: Simon Fraser University Library





Earliest Cantonese Opera 
activities in Toronto



Cantonese 
opera in 
Chinatown 
stories and 
memoirs



Cantonese 
opera in 
Chinatown 
stories and 
memoirs



Cantonese 
opera in 
Chinatown 
stories and 
memoirs



Cantonese opera performance in the 1970s, Toronto 
Source: Beatrice & Raymond Jai Collection – RCL CHKL, UofT











• Cantonese 
opera 
demonstration & 
seminar



• Cantonese 
opera 
demonstration & 
seminar



• Cantonese opera 
music demonstration & 
seminar



Conclusion

• Cantonese opera performances 
not only entertain, but help 
retain and bridge the Chinese 
heritage and identity among 
Chinese Canadians across 
generations, facilitating and 
enabling local-born Chinese 
Canadians, to register, 
recognize, and reconcile a 
cultural identity that is 
considered other to their 
Canadian upbringing. 
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