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Why Twitter?
- Potential to reshape multiple 

avenues of historical research – 
318,176 unique users on the 
#elxn42 hashtag

- Multiple use cases
- Political historians
- Military historians
- Social and cultural historians

- Sheer scope of this data – i.e. 
#IdleNoMore on 11 January 2013 = 
1,800 pages!





Not a perfect source, of course...



Time is of the 
essence!

● 7 - 9 days: largely inaccessible after this point w/o 
bags of money

● But before then, you can:
○ Create your own archives using twarc;
○ Analyze tweets using twarc-report & twarc-

utilities;
○ Visualize material;
○ Use this as a seed for web archiving;
○ Share datasets



Hydration



We can collect.. But should we? Ethical considerations.

● Twitter Terms of Service & 
Copyright

● But legal =! Ethics
○ Example of the “Black Twitter 

Project” at USC
○ But if we do not collect, 

archives will be of powerful 
people...



Onus on 
researchers… 
(is that fair?)



The Case Study

● 2015 Canadian federal election
● Collection began on 3 August 2015, 

day before the formal writ dropped;
● Collection ended on 5 November 

2015, the day after Justin Trudeau 
became 42nd Prime Minister of 
Canada

● #elxn42 hashtag



How to do this?
Over to Nick...



Twitter APIs



Search API

https://dev.twitter.com/rest/public/search
https://dev.twitter.com/rest/public/search


Streaming API

https://dev.twitter.com/streaming/overview
https://dev.twitter.com/streaming/overview


twarc

https://github.com/edsu/twarc
https://github.com/edsu/twarc




Data Collection





Well actually…

3,918,932 tweets

Thanks Library and Archives Canada!

http://hdl.handle.net/10864/11311
http://hdl.handle.net/10864/11311




$ twarc.py --search "#elxn42" 
> elxn42-search.json

$ twarc.py --track "#elxn42" > 
elxn42-stream.json



Analysis



https://github.com/edsu/twarc/tree/master/utils
https://github.com/edsu/twarc/tree/master/utils
https://github.com/pbinkley/twarc-report
https://github.com/pbinkley/twarc-report


CLI Utilities

cat, awk, sed, grep, uniq, sort, wc, etc...



http://ruebot.net/elxn42/wordcloudsbyday/


https://twitter.com/JustinTrudeau/status/656342399854223360


http://ruebot.net/page/elxn42-tweets-map


21,423 tweets



hashtags
1. 3,685,885
2. 1,390,783
3. 164,339
4. 139,070
5. 129,082
6. 89,303
7. 68,387
8. 64,718
9. 62,282

10. 61,700

1. #elxn42
2. #cdnpoli
3. #ndp
4. #cpc
5. #lpc
6. #elxn2015
7. #polcan
8. #realchange
9. #polqc

10. #globedebate



11,956 tweets



domains
1. 615,421
2. 143,941
3. 66,886
4. 66,758
5. 63,401
6. 53,051
7. 49,295
8. 46,488
9. 39,989

10. 35,280

1. twitter.com
2. cbc.ca
3. youtube.com
4. huffingtonpost.ca
5. theglobeandmail.com
6. thestar.com
7. ctvnews.ca
8. globalnews.ca
9. twimg.com

10. macleans.ca





http://ruebot.net/elxn42.html


http://ruebot.net/post/1203867-elxn42-images


Over to Ian for some concluding 
thoughts..



Deleted Tweets

Twitter Development Agreement & 
Policy

Spam tweets lost… an invaluable part 
of the Twitter experience?

Ultimately: archives are always full of 
large gaps and omissions; at least 
here we know that people could 
make decisions to be removed.



Twitter & Web Archiving

Similar to IIPC Twittervane: 
could we use the tweets of 
users as a seed list? Could 
it help us find absences? 
How does it compare to 
Global Wayback versus 
the Archive-It CPP 
Collection?

CPP Twitter Wayback

CPP - 0.341% 74.3%

Twitter 0.269% - 10.06%

Wayback N/A N/A -



Final Thoughts



To do twitter event archiving, you 
don’t need to be Scrooge McDuck..



You can DIY, making just-in-time, 
responsive collections – with an open-

source analytics solution!
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