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Positive Feedback Model	
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Positive Feedback Model 
(Herbivore Optimization  Hypothesis)	
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Response of Puccinellia to Grazing Intensity	
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BUT, this response is critically dependent on rapid nutrient recycling	
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‘Faeces effect’ as a difference from ungrazed control	
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Con0nuum	
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Grazing has a significant 
influence on composition and 
productivity 



(McIntire & Hik, 2002, J Ecol) 
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Clipping alone produces a ‘grazing lawn’ 
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