
PRESS NOTES :

An extraordinary woman in an extraordinary time

Dumas, Lily Langtry,
by Shaw

Friend of George Sands, Alexandre
Oscar Wilde; despised

Did she really sleep in that coffin?

At the Glendon College theatre, Bayview at Lawrence, on
November l5 and 16, San Nolte will take the stage in the title
role of her one-woman-show, SARAH. a time with Madame Bernhardt.
This piece is a portion of a full length play titled SARAH, which
she wrote in 1988-89.

The play occurs on a Tuesday afternoon in Paris, May 1884 in
Bernhardt's own space, Theatre du Porte Saint-Martin. Following
an early production meeting Sarah has laid down for one of her
famous quick naps and she awakens to an "unscheduled" session
with the press.

For Bernhardt the year 1884 is a darkened tunnel. She is 39
years old, her youth is gone. Important people have abandoned
her or died. Her husband is a drug addict. Her mother, who was
a beautiful, well-placed Paris cortisan in her day, and who was
unable to love Sarah, is now dead. Dumas is gone. Hugo is gone.
Sarah's own midas touch as a theatrical manager/director /actor
has begun to elude her. She is deep in debt.

Yet the legendary Madame Bernhardt has always been sustained
by her own spiritual tryptic - her strong will, her theatrical
genius and her utter fascination with the unusual which in turn
fed the ever hungry press on both sides of the Atlantic.

This play is about Madame Sarah's ordeal wi the tunnel. How
does this untamed spirit, this solo fragile creature escape?

The play is performed primarily in English.

theatre Glendon, York Hall, Glendon College
Bayview at Lawrence East
Parking: Lower Level, to the left, stairs are on the left coming
up; York Hall is on your right as you come up to ground level.
Showtime: 8pm

Reservations: 487 -6722,
Tickets sold at the theatre T, W, R, F ll-2,
or at the door before the show, from 7:l5pm.



coulilrltlQu! DE PRESSE

Une feuue extraordinaire I une 6poque extraorilinaire.

Anie de George sands, Alexandre Dunas, Liry Langtry, oscar l{ilde; d6test6e
par Shar"

Dornait-elle vrainent dans ce cercueil?

Au Colldge Glendon, I Bayview et Lawrence, les 15 et 15 novenbre. I'actrice
San No1te nontera sur scdne avec son "one lronan shovr" intitul6 "SARAH, a
tine with !{adane Bernhardt". Ce spectacle est une partie d'une piAce entidre
intituL6e SARAH, eu'elle a 6crite en 1988-89.

La scAne se d6roule un mardi aprds-rnidi A Paris, en mai 1884, dans le propre
espace de Bernhardt, au th6itre de la Porte Saint-l{artin. AprAs une r6union
de mise en scdne gu'elle avait eue plus t6t, Sarah s'est 6tendue pour une de
ses faneuses siestes rapides et elLe se r6veille face I la presse pour une
s6ance "inpr6vue".

Pour Bernhardt. l'ann6e 1884 est un tunnel obscur. EIIe a 39 ans, sa
jeunesse s'est envol6e. Lres gens inportants 1'ont abandonn6 ou sont morts.
Son mari est un toxiconane. Sa nAre, qui 6tait une trds beLLe courtisane
bien plac6e de son tenps, et qui 6tait incapable d'ainer Sarah, est
naintenant norte. Dunas a disparu. Hugo a tlisparu. En tant que directrice,
metteur en scdne et actrice de th6itre, sa capacit6 I faire de 1'or de tout
ce qu'elle touche a connenc6 I Lui 6chapper. EIIe est profond6nent
endett6e.

Cependant, Ia L6gendaire ltadane Bernhardt a toujours 6t6 soutenue par sa
propre triptyque spirituelle - sa trAs bonne volont6, son g6nie th6itral et
sa fascination absolue pour I'extraordinaire qui, i son tour, alinentait la
presse. toujours avide. des deux c6t6s de I'atlantique.

La pidce est au sujet tlu supplice de Sarah face i ce tunnel. Connent cet
esprit fougueux. cette cr6ature solitaire fragile 6chappe-t-e11e?

La piAce est jou6e principalement en anglais.

Th6Atre Glendon, pavillon York, Colldge Glendon,
Bayview i Irawrence Est
D6but du spectacle : 20h.
R6servations : 481-6722

Les billets sont vendus au th6itre du nardi au vendredi de 1lh A

14h, ou A I'entr6e avant Le spectacle, A partir de 19h15.
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Premige: Desire is the strongest fsrce, and survives even Death.

Translation oI French text:
-- So. Fitou brought you
earl.,'. bJhat he lacks in

here. A {u11 weel': and three heurs
precigion tirning he rnakes up for

in devetisn.

Freoerti eg:
H-eirpins, s French ca.rved ivory hairpin, e chatelsine and
keysl jewelry, a bga, two furs, scarves, t:ne parasol o two
beeks, tr'ro sverstuf*ed cushion=, a pistol , rnernoirs in e
leather =heath with a string tien plr-ts 'f,n€! .=r two sther
=heaths f c:ne wi th newspsFer c 1 i pp i ngs and rna,gaz i nearticles.r' picture= 3, a hairbrush, s hand-mirrgr: afl
appointment -isurnal else tied., writing instruments (pen,
ink, r*echanicar pencil, r.rc:oden writing pencils, blotter),
=si==ersr EJl I ing cardg, scriptso elaga=ines, franed
photegraphs , a r-abbi t 's f srrt iln a =tri ng , two drawstri ngbags sne +.iith gold =cins and sne r+ith gr:ld jewelry. An
ertist'= es=e1 , -:, woorien bs:{, hand car.red. A reticule tsrnal 1pur=-ei and a Large strong but beat-up carpet bag. Adre=sing table and chairr s r+riting table and chair, elounging bench :*ith s =ide table. A ceffin fer sornesne
5'6'. EtceteFa...

Nstes absut sare,h: tll "Far frorn being prettyn she would havepassed altggether ltnnoticed but for the strangeo far-awayr
fearless, steady losk in her eyes. "
t3l She ig E ctrrnsurntnate perforfneF, and there{ore ghe is able to
be "Lrp" r.rhilel on stage. yet there is at moments a hint
crf sg.dness which s€refns to have ,'settled inr,, almost into thebsnes- she still abounds s+ith energy, /et the energy is atrifle uneven. Eccasionally, her acid tones are a touch too
=ever-e, =orning {:-srn a rnood of rnelancholy.
l3l she i= highly pr-epared: BF as some Eay - crver-
r-ehesr=hed. Eernard Shaw seemed to {eel she had an elaborate
rollectitrn sf hst-tric.L:s. so, here...the actress' job is tolayer e{fectatisns sver real ernotions. OccasionalIy, where it
seeJns innportant, there will be a stagenote ts aid in the sorting
of 1ayers, i . e. "genui ne =i gh. ',
t4l Her csrnrnand of English ig known to be very psor. Feuses and
stops {doubl = hyphens} wi I 1 represent the hesi tati ons r+hil e ghe 's
"f i=hing" f or the =orrect word. she thinks, f or the rrsst part,
in French and then translates.
tsl rwo of her traits, of prohrErs;s lgith her audientre, are..(1) ts aFTEt{ urorl,: with pauses which are a tad longer than

norrnal , and t3) to work an individr-ral , "=taying with
his./her {sce", and re!.ating directly ttr tha,t persgn... a tad
longer thsn is cr_r=togr.

I+ =et in 19El4: Contributins factsrs
sitlrgtisn wguld be -
Sarah 1

in crisis/depregsion

SNolte./ESH


