ONTARIO COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

NEWSLETTER P, 0. Box 188, Station Q,
February 1977. Toronto, Ont. M4T 2M1

NEXT GENERAL MEETING

The Ontario Committee on the Status of Women will meet on Tuesday, March 8,
at 8 p.m. in the Travelers Tower, 400 University Avenue, rooms 508-9. This
building is on the southwest corner of University Avenue, one block south of
Dundas St. and the TTC St, Patrick station.
People interested in Jjoining our Committee are cordially invited, and OCSW
.members are encouraged to bring a friend to meet us. Karen Fejer will chair.
(Please note the choice of a Tuesday evening this time, instead of our usual day.)

CURRENT ISSUES

FAMILY TLAW REFORII

On December 6, 1976, Irma Melville presented the Ontario Committee's brief on
Bill 140 to the Justice Committee of the Ontario Legislature. While supporting the
concept of reform of our family law, the brief suggested amendments as follows:

1) Inclusion of the principle that child care, household management and financial
provision be viewed as the joint and equal legal responsibilities of husbands & wiios.
2) Removal of "conduct" as a factor in determining the amount of support, on grounds
that appeals to "conduct™ will:

a) revent reconciliation, contribute to bitterness on divorce, and prove a hin-

drance to making decent arrangements for children.

b) perpetuate the legal sanction of one spouse's economic power over the other.

c) offend one's sense of justice.
The brief argued that the purpose of the support obligation should be to aid the
economic rechabilitation of a dependent spouse, and not to inflict financial punishment.

Unfortunately, Bill 140 died on the order paper when the Legislature prorogued.
Changes in the rroposed legislation are being made, apparently. Other aspects to
family law reform include equalizing the status of children born in and out of wed-
lock in matters of estates, and establishing a unified family court system. An
experimental unified court will begin operating in Hamilton in July.

The Ontario Committee urges members and all other interested people to write
letters stressing the need for quick passage of family law reform with the above
amendments. Write to your local KPP c/o Queen's Park, Toronto, and to the Hon.

Roy McHurtry, Attorney-General, 18 King St. E., 17th floor, Toronto M5C 1Ck.

CANADA PENSION PLAN

last year, federal and provincial officials proposed an amendment to the CPP,
the so-called "drop-out clause", to allow contributors who leave the labour force for
child-rearing to drop out those months of low or zero earnings from the calculation
of their average lifetime earnings for benefit purposes. It would apply for only
those years when a parent is caring for a child under 7, and would likely apply mainly
to women.

Ontario has opposed the amendment, and this stand in effect vetoes the proposal.
The National Action Committee prepared a position paper critical of Ontario's actions.
At its January meeting, the Ontario Status of Women Council heard Brigid lMunsche pre-
sent NAC's case for this pension reform, while Wendy lawrence added support from the
Ontario Committee. The provincial Council later called on the Ontario Government to
accept the drop-out amendment, calling it "the first opportunity we have had to give
economic recognition to women's contribution to the productive output of the country"”.

DAY CARE

The Ontario Committee continues to be very concerned about the lack of affordable
child care services. A 1975 labour Force Survey revealed that 36% of Ontario women
questioned gave lack of satisfactory child care arrangements as their reason for not
being in the work force. Meanwhile, a report by the Canadian Council on Social Develop-
ment charged that there is "little government control or planning” in the field of day
care--only partial funding to centres and subsidies to families defined as needy.
Locally, 4 day nurseries scheduled to be built in 1976 were not. On February 12,
the Toronto Star criticized lack of commitment to day care by the governments of
Ontario gnd Metro Toronto, commenting editorially, "Families shouldn't have to live
in poverty just because mothers are the breadwinners."

The OCSW has a need for new members willing to take up the gauntlet on this issue.
If interested, call Cathleen Morrison, 483-4785 (evenings).

VISIT TO LYNNE GORDON--Naomi Black, Brigid Munsche, Lorecn Joe, Irma HMelville, lorna
Harsden, and Wendy Lawrence met with Lynne Gordon in December, soon after her appoint-
ment as Chairperson of the Ontario Status of ilomen Council. There was discussion of
mutual concerns, including day care, family planning, family law reform, equal pay

for work of equal value, post-secondary education, and homemakers in the CPP.
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Al'ITY PIANN"NC J’\.‘D ABOETI \)1‘1
TThen the Cpmmltfee on. the Operation of the Abortion Law tabled its repcrt in the

Eouse of Commons this month, Justice Ifinister Ron Basford announced that'thé federal-
government has no plans at present to change the law. However, the Ontario Committee
continues to join the Hational Action Committee in calling for removal of abortion
Trom the Criminal Coce (Over half the dbctors suxweved by tho Badgley Committee
took ihis .same pOSmtlop ) o=

The Badgley Réport enmha51zes the role of- pr0f1n01al governments 1n the dellvery
of health earesservices, and Premier dilliam Davis reacted iy.setting up a conm1ttee
to examine the implications for Ontario. The CCS¥.has sent a.letter to the Premler
expressing'alarn that-all-appointments to.the .committec to date have been nale. doctors.
0CSY recommends that the commitiee. be conpoqed of @ range of pcople copcerned ‘with
abortibn; sincluding nurses, those in'family: planning.counselling and. educatlon,
women doctors, hospital administrators, and women at risk. B

Copies of the Badgley Rep-rt arve:avallable at § 6.75 from Printing & Publishing

H:oply and Services Canada, Gtiawa KiA 039, or ai boox stores. The 0C3U Newsletter

oresents, the following. SUmmALY of some legs Dub11c+3 %euorted f1nd1ngs nf the™ ..t iz L
Eadqlev Committee. .. '
Arnllcat;on of Current Loji--The expiicit Lpfﬂ% of the Abortion Law were not well knbﬁn
to Thg, Dﬂbllc wiomen secking abortiéns, the medlcal profession, or hospital boards. *
2 ouﬁ of 3 persops in the 1976 national popu+at on survey did hét know-it was legal
Ln&u; any oﬁrcumstancea to obtain'a theraPCUulu abortion in Canada.

The terms of the Avortion ILew do not work eguitably because some phy5101ans ‘do not
handle; the issue of abortion in a straightforward manner: with their patients.' Thig-
hrwdutcns the level of stress among paticents, and extends the length of pregnan¢1es.

'O¢ of .Canadians do not livs in communities ecligible o establish therapeutlc’ '
Loortion committees. In Ontario, 1/3 of the nopu‘atlon is no+ sevved by ellglhle &
nospitals. |
£§3Aeqv health-—ﬁbuLt1ona coula ke offectively handled through the principle of

"regional centr s Whl“h uouid bring together the equ1red resources and inéorporate
nté thoip functlons ibﬁldi°01011ﬂﬁrv research efforts. These fieans might focus
on sevcral PTObACWb which cndtge from the-trends on ahortion complications., "The ™
+ogh—tern phv51cal avd social consequences of Lnauccd abortlon for the health of
the pa{_Leut are unkndrn .

n’ifﬂ a pregnant’ woman's Tirst visit o a physician, there was an average iﬂterval
of 3 “néks un+11 “the abo“tluﬂ wes, done, which resulted from direct delays in how
phfu¢0lans and’ nOSpital cealt WLth these patients. This delay increased the risk
of nealth comp,lcatlonba . & : .
Faticnt description-=Homen havirng ahortions wcre younger, more werc single, and in
general they had a higher level of cducation. Single mothers in comparison to women.:-
vho had iaduced aloriions tended to nave less education and lower incomes. These
distipctive social choiges moprosent fundamentally differcnt ways of life and of
reaeting . to:a pregnancy. In paticnt costs, the combined consequences of either the-
lavygest.fee charges ox, the. most extensive extra-billiag involved patients.who were.

the. nostivulnerable: oung women; ncwcomers to Janada; and the least well educated. ..
Contraception--Cnc of the central findings was the lack of accurate information that
Cznadians had abtout .contrateption and the precautions which werc necessary in the use
of~Lirth control measures:. llore money is spent on paying for the treatment of. women.
who . have abortions than-on ways of seeking a reduction in their numbers and in pro~
viding more.effective programs of family plannirg and sex education. 1

A sizable number of Canadians have had no formal instruction on the ase of contra-

ceptive means, The physician is seen as the thief source of such information, but a-
ma jority of:«doctors now in practice in Canada have had no formal preparation on these
issues.

.Learning about thesec methods from all other sources is haphazard: the work of vol--

untary ‘z SSCClaulOﬂS, churcne schools, and public health units had reached about 1
out ‘of 10 individuals. Overall 4 out of 10 pecople lodked to phySloians, but an almost

da] nuﬂber either did not ‘know about the use of contraception or had been 1nformed

'or m¢qlnformod by casual sources. ﬂary administrators of public health units felt’
that Dcy educatlon rograns werc inadequate ‘in their rbrlons——expen ive and ineffective,
There’ ﬁiS Sbldom any co—ord1nas¢on betyeen these public health programs and the family
plannidgz work done in hospitals. ‘Ho abTO by its abscnce was the role of the mass medla.

A ”ubstantlal number of women uscd z contraceptive means when conception occurred.

By not’ using contraception, 61 by no* knowing how to use thc means which were tricd,
many Canadlans took chances w1lch had pro”und implications for themselves and for

“S0CIC i o :
Family Planning and Respon,ibility—~iho Canadian peodle, their health institutions, and
the: medical: profeossion are r1esponsible for the sharp disparities in how therapeutic:
abortions are obtained in Cansda. The social, cost has been the tolerance of ‘widespread
and entrenched ocial LneqULtnyor.tha-wox@n involved, and an unreasonable professional
burden on some physicians apd-some hospi*als:. .-

i

fang
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FAMILY PLANNING AND ABORTION--Badgley Report Summary (contlnued)

Responsibility--The critical social choices are between 2.sensitive issues, 1nduced
abortion and family planning. When effective contraceptive means are appropriately
used, the chances of conception occurring are sharply reduced. The occurrence.of
abortion may gradually rise unless there are effective changes made in the contra=.
ceptive practices-of Canadians. These changes may be brought about by increased
efforts, and new approaches‘ through rescarch to find more effective and acceptable
methods of contraception and by coordinated family planning programs for public -
education and health promotlon. There is clearly .a need for greater public .
effort and more resources to be allocated by all levels of government and voluntary
associations for family planning programs. Ways also must be found to reduce the
considerable social inequities which are now associated with ob*2ining therapeutlc
abortions in Canada.

v

OCSW MEMBERS' ,PERSONAL NCTES N

Connie Taylor has been awarded a scholarship from the Federation of Women
Teachers' Associations of Ontario. ©She will pursue an M.A. in the sociology of
wonen and education during 1977-8 at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.

Roselyn Stone's work in physical education was featured in a December article
of the University of Toronto Bulletin.

Watch for June Callwood's upcoming interviews with Cathleen Morrison and Irma
Melville on the CBC-TV program, In Touch.

NEWS FROM OTHER GROUPS

NATTIONAL AC ACTION COMMITTEE ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN--40 St. Clair Ave. E., sulte 300,
Toronto MYT 1M9. phone 922-3246,
Avsagl Meetlng-—The Skyline Hotel, Ottawa is the site of NAC's 1977 Annual Meetlng,
.srch 18-20; -followed by.a lobby of Members of Parliament on Monday, March 21. HMore
than 100 organizations from across the country will send delegates to assess this
year's work and to p"an future action on the status of women in Canada. The week-end
will feature workshops, informal reports from delegates, a banquet with a speaker,
displays, and the election of new officers. Of course, one of its most important
functions i: providing an opportunity for women from all regions of Canada to get-
together informally between the program activities for an exchange of information
and views. Groups wishing to Jjoin in time to send délegates to the Annual Meeting
may ,still do so if they act quickly by writing to NAC. y
NAC Meets Federal Cabinet lembers--On February 17, the Executive of NAC took its
concerns to Ministers visiting Toronto. NAC stressed that the wage gap between men
and women continues to widen, abetted by increases in wages and salaries being cal-
culated on a perceptage basis. The Executive members re-iterated their criticism =
of the Human Rights Bill (now before Parliament) for relying on conciliation in com-
plaints of discrimination, although NAC expressed overall support for the Bill. NAC
also called for comprehensive family planning programs, and repeated its demand. that
abortion be removed from the.Criminal Code, since the law is at present unworkable.

CANADIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN--suite 415, 151 Slater St.,
Ottawa K1P 5H3.

The .. 'xecutive recently stated that it would make equality in employment its priorlty
concern in fighting discrimination against women, It is seeking funds to support its
work. Donations (tax-deductible) are being welcomed.,

FEDERAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

The Council has begun a study of the effects of taxation on women, follow1ng a
research paper, Background Study on Women and the Personal Income Tax System, which
documents many areas of discrimination. While it will be-making recommendations to
the government for reform in the future, the Council recently said that a system’ of
Jjoint. thatlon of. spouses in Canada would be premature because spouses are not yet
true economic¢ partners. '

The Coun011 has also released recommendations on the one-parent family, which, it
emphasizes, is "a permanent feature of Canadlan society"”, and subject to much social
=41 economic stress. Now, 1 in 10 Canadian families is headed by a single parent.

Of Canadian families headed by women--y million familics--60% live in poverty.

Based on,prlnc1ples of the economic rights of individudls, the Council's recommenda-
tions involve restructuring the labour market, equal partnership in marriage, and
adequate social security.

UPCOMING EVENTS

KATE & ANNA McGARRIGLE--The highly acclaimed singer/songwriters from Hontreal will give

. concert on March 23 at University of Toronto's Convocation Hall. Their second album
is about to be released, while the first appeared on the "best of 1976" lists of
several popular music critics.
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- UPCOHING 'EVENTS

SENECA COLLEGE SEMINAR SERIES FOR HOMEN——contlnues aS‘yart‘of its tenth anniver-.
sary celebration. Topics are "lomen as Consumers"(Mar. 2), Fitnpess (Har. 9), and
Assertiveness (lfar. 16). Each seminar costs $3 and runs from 1:15 to 3:15 p.m.

For morec information and to register, phone 493-4144 (Seneca's Finch Campus, 1750
Finch Ave.-E., Willowdale). .

WOMEN: THE CHOICE'IS YOURS--is a day for free discussion,’ personal consultation, ex-
hibits and:ifilms for women considering staying at home, hecomlng a volunteer, and/br
getting a job, It will be on'February 28, from 9 a.m, to 9:30 p.m. in Ryerson's
Learning Resources Centre,. 350 Victoria St., Toronto. Some child care can be re-
served by calling 595 5273

WOMEN AND MENTAL HEALEH--A workshop is being planned for April 30 at Humber College,
by the lomen's Counselling, Referral and Education Centre. Contact them at 15
Birch Ave,,; - Toronfo {925-1155) for more information.

PUBLICATIONS

YOMEN'S PRESS--280 Bloor St. W., suite 305, Toronto. (962-3904)

Toronto reviews have been excellent for The True Stoxy of Ida Johnson, a first
novel by Sharon Riis ($3.25, paper). Mcmbers of the Women's Press will- present
readings fran the book on Harch 13 at 8:30 p.m, in the Playhouse of University Colls e,
University’ of Toronto, (Entrance off St. George 'St., between Hoskin & Willcocks 'St,

Other new offerings from the Press are:

A Harvest Yet to Reap: A History of Prairie Women, by Rasmussen, Rasmussen, Savage, &
Whecler-($8.95, paper). _
What is a Girl? What is a Boy?--by Stephanie Waxman, with photo illustrations; for
children at the pre- and early readlng level. ($4.95, per)

FEDERAL ADVISORY COUNGIL ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN--P, O. Box 1541 Station B, Ottawa.
Now available are 3 additions in the "Person Papers" series--The Price of Maternity,
Taxation Untangled, and Health Hazards at York. There is also a study, 'Women in
the Public Service", which shows the continuing concentration of women in certain
lower: paid jobs. ;

Part—Tlme Work in the Canadian ECOHOMXf-iS a report prepared by Marianne Bossen, the
Winnipeg cconomist. It is available from the Publications Division, Labour Canada,
Ottawa. : ' .

Towards a Positive Image of Women--is the:second Annual Report (to April 1976) of the
Ontario Status of Women Council, available ‘from the Council at 801 Bay St., 3rd floor,
Toronto. - -(965-1111)

The Black Woman in Ganada——Rella Bralthwaite has com;iled this book profiling 50
black women who. have. @ade-maaor contributions to Canadian society. Order at $5.95
(+ 15¢ postage): from: ‘Black Women in Canada, 268 Cefftnnial Rd., West Hill MI1C 129,

HAKARA--is “"Phg" Canadlan,Magazine by Uomen for People”. The editors are seeking
material -and subscribprs. Cost is $6 a year: (1nd1v1duals, $10 institutions)--for 6
issues., "Send subscription money and/or ¢ copies of manuscrlpts and artwork to MAKARA
at 1011 Commer01al Dr., Vancouver, B, C. .

Homen and Therapy--is the Newsletter of thé_Women s Counselling, Referral & Education
Centre, 15 Bireh Ave., Toronto., It costs.$l an issue, or is free to Associate Hembers,
who contribute $5 yearly. -

Health: The Fanily Planning Factor-—points out the risks of bearing children too early
or late in life, too close together, or in too great numbers. The report costs $2
from Vorldwatch Institute, 1?76 Massachusetts nve,, N. H., Washington D. C. 20036.

 NEUS BRIEFS -

Marc Lalonde, federal Mlnlster responsible for the status of women, said in a
speech recently that the salaries of working women are not just used to buy "family
extras". He pointed out that 43% of working women are single, separated or divorced,
and frequently support dependents. '

A Task Force on Affirmative ‘Action has completed its report for the Toronto Board
of Education. The Board will discuss the Report in March.

Cecilia Wallace, founder of the’ Canadlan wing of the Catholic’ feminist organiza-
tion St. Joan's Alliance, has annéunced that she will leave the' Church because of
its attitude to woren. - Her decision follows Pope Paul's statement that women cannot
ba ordained.
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latent content in this comic strip? You bet! But for once we're not
worried about sexism. We're trying to get your attention: WE NEED GNU HANDS
to tackle OCSW projects. There’'s lots of scope for action right now, so why
not join Barb, Joan and Shirley with their stampede--volunteer to work for
improvements in the status of women in Ontario. Join us at our March 8
meeting and sign up then. Or, if you can't wait, contact the following:

Day care Cathleen Morrison 4,83-4785
Family law reform Irma Melville 29L4-5762
Family planning Pat Lundie Lh5-6778
Employment Lorna Marsden 925-1896
Sccial services Mar jorie Cohen 653-2488
Education Connie Taylor 291-1586
Human rights Joan Laird L83-6825
Canada Pension Plan - Brigid Munsche 533-2194
Media Loreen Joe 759-6182
Membership Doreen Birchmore 889-7494
Mail-outs Marilyn Boynton LoL-2391
Newsletter Wendy Lawrence 966-3815

Let's get out of the corral and get hoofing!

ONTARIO COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

It's time to renew your membership for 1977, or join us as a new member.
If you can't glve us your time, then at least give us your money (please)!

Send the form below to:

Doreen Birchmore,
175 Brentcliffe Road,
Toronto MA4G 3Z1.

I would like to become an OCSW member and enclose $3

I am already a member, and want to renew for $3

I am interested in

NAME PHONE

ADDRESS

POSTAL CODE

¥ . 3. -— Do we have a complete and up-to-date address for you? We want
. you to continue reading our Newsletter, so keep in touch. Let us know if
you move.
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