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NEXT GENERAL MEETING

The Ontario Committee on the Status of Women will meet on Tuesday, Narch 8,
at 8 p.m. in the Travelers Tower, 400 University Avenue, rooms 508-9. This
building is on the southwest corner of University Avenue, one block south of
Dundas St. and the TTC St. Patrick station.

People interested in joining our Committee are cordially invited, and OCSrI
. members are encouraged to bring a friend to meet us. Karen Fejer will chair.

(Please riote' the choice of a Tuesday evening this time, instead of our usual day.)

CURRENT ISSUES

FAHILY LA!'I REFORN
. On Decemb?r 6, 1976, Irma Melville presented the Ontario Committee's brief on

Bill 140 to the Justice Committee of the Ontario Legislature. ,!hile supporting the
concept o~,.reform of our family law, the brief suggested amendments as follows:
1) Inc~usion·of the principle that child care, household management and financial
provision be viewed as the joint and equal legal responsibilities of husbands & wi\os.
2) Removal of "conduct" as a factor in determining the amount of support, on grounds
that appeals to "conduct" will:

a) £event reconciliation, contribute to bitterness on divorce, and prove a hin­
drance to making decent arrangements for children.

b) perpetuate the legal sanction of one spouse's economic power over the other.
c) offend one's sense of justice.

The brief argued that the purpose of the support obligation should be to aid the
economic rehabilitation of a dependent spouse, and not to inflict financial punishment.

Unfortunately, Bill 140 died on the order peper when the Legislature prorogued.
Changes in the rroposed legislation are being made, apparently. Other aspects to
family law reform include equalizing the status of children born in and out of wed­
lock in matters of estates, and establishing a unified family court system. An
experimental unified court will begin operating in Hamilton in July.

The Ontario Committee urges members and all other interested people to write
letters stressing the need for quick passage of family law reform with the above
amendments. Write to your local MPP c/o Queen's Park, Toronto, and to the Hon.
Roy McMurtry, Attorney-General, le Y~ng St. E., 17th floor, Toronto MSC lC4.

CANADA PENSION PLAN
Last year. federal and provincial officials proposed an amendment to the CPP,

the so-called' "drop-out clause", to allow contributors who leave the labour force for
child-rearing to drop out those.months of low or zero earnings from the calculation
of their average lifetime earnings for benefit purposes. It would apply for only
those years when a parent is caring for a child under 7, and would likely apply mainly
to women.

Ontario has opposed the amendment, and this stand in effect vetoes the proposal.
The National Action Committee prepared a position paper critical of Ontario's actions.
At its January meeting, the Ontario Status of l,romen Council heard Brigid 11unsche pre­
sent NAC' s case for this pension reform, while ,rendy Lawrence added support from the
Ontario Committee. The provincial Council later called on the Ontario Government to
accept the drop-out amendment, calling it "the first opportunity we have had to give
economic recognition to l-1Omen' s contributiol1 to the productive output of the country".

DAY CARE
The Ontario Committee continues to be very concerned about the lack of affordable

child care services. A 1975 Labour Force Survey revealed that 36% of Ontario women
questioned,gave lack of satisfactory child care arrangements as their reason for not
being in the work force. Meanwhile, a report by the Canadian Council on Social Develop­
ment charged that there is "little government control or planning" in the field of day
care--only partial funding to centres and subsidies to families defined as needy.
Locally, 4 day nurseries scheduled to be built in 1976 were not. On February 12,
the Toronto' ,8tar criticized lack of commitment to day care by the governments of
Ontario and'Metro Toronto, commenting editorially, '~amilies shouldn't have to live
in poverty 'just because mothers are the breadwinners."

The OCSW has a need for new members willing to take up the gauntlet on this issue.
If interested, call Cathleen Morrison, 483-4785 (evenings).

VISIT TO ~NNE GORDON--Naomi Black, Brigid Munsche, Loreen Joe, Irma Melville, Lorna
Harsden, and ~lendy Lawrence met Hith Lynne Gordon in December, soon after her appoint­
ment as Chairperson of the Ontario Status of \'lomen Council. There was discussion of
mutual concerns, including day care, family planning, family law reform, equal pay
for work of equal value, post-secondary education, and homemakers in the CPP.
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~';\llIiy:' PLANi-iT.NG 'Aim·,j,EOFirrDl~
lQlen th~'Crmmi-tte~,on,the Operation of the Abortion Law tabled its r~port in'the

House of Commons this mO:lth. JU:otiCE :jinister Ron Basford announced that'the federal'
govGrnment has no plal1s at present to changc the la". HowovGr, the Ontario Committee
continuos to ioin the National ~ction,Co~~ittee in calling for removal of abortion
from the Criminal C00,O. (Ovor haJ~f the-·dbctors surveyed by th" Badgley Committee
bok th{s .same posiltion.) " ., , 't':' ," ".,.

The BadgleyRipbrt emphasiz()fitne rolo of· provincial gove:q'llllel'ts ~p the <;J.",~ivery.
of hGalth 'care:. services, and. P:>:'cmier ;iilUam ra'vis reacted by· setting up. a commp..tt~e :
to examine thG imulications for Ontario, 'Tbe OCSlL,has sent 9- IGtter to t,l)e rr.emier :, '"
express'(Iit';, 'alarm that:a12:,;aPpoiatments to ,tM :committeo to date have peen', ma17:,cl.octors.
OCS1·' recOll1inimds :that the committee. bG~0!,1J'losed.. of G!.' range. of pe0l'le c9Rcernecj. HLt!') '.'
a bortitm\ ';<inclulting nurse's, 'thoE\>J ~,n' £amily: planning ,.counselling and. ec;luQat:i,olJ;,. .,
Hapten doctors t hospital '1c1.Flinistre.tors J 2.nd ~rom0n at, risk. . ._.. .._ .... -

COIJies of the Badgley RCIJ' f't arc ,availab1,e at ~;6. 75 from Fdnting & Publishing
::":-;:pl..,- and Services CaI'ada, Gt,ta"a K111 OS9, 'or' a.t book stores. The OC::311 Newsletter
ur;~o~ts tJ;>." fo).lolling sumH"-'-"Y of some less public;Ly reported findings' of the .,'.. _; , :,
Bad.ci+ey C~mmLi<te'e. : '; ," ." ' , ,; ,
Appiic~ti~n,oi 'CVrrehi'law-Jrhe e!>p:ioit c&rms Of the Abortion La,r 1iere'hot well IGlbWn
to -oPP, pll;p'lic, )r!,ime~~eeking abort~6'ns, ~hC medical :profess~on, ,or hosp~talboatds. ','
2. Qut, of J"pers,oJ;ls. pi. the 1976 natlonalpbpulat!,)n survey did hOt kno"Jt Has' legal
~-1J.~: a~lY ,9irG\1~ni$tane.6s to obtai:1 "a ther·r..pcut1.c, abortion in Canada. ~'.".. ". .
'f:"e .'terms of the Abortion kll do not Nork eg,-.litably because some physicians'-do not'
hand]'~i th9 i~s1),~ <;if abo"tbn in a straightforward nanner~rith their patien'-\;s';'- Thi,s':'"
lwi,giit.cns the leve1 of stress Rmong r:aticritc, and extenQs the length of pregnancies.

"O~;6 ,,,f ,Canadia.ns do not live in communities Ciigible to i3Stablish therapeutic"­
"oo!'tio~ eOlllJJd, 'ttee::;, In Ontario, 1/3 of tho popu',atio(1 is notse;:ved by' elig:tble -'
~10GpitaJj3. . . .
Patient health -,~h)dio'ris coulci be c:'t'ect;i.vcly'handled through the priitc·:tple of

• ~.~:._. - .. --....... _ -."":' 'I , .••••.•• "',

r3eion'~lcer;tr.3s whi,~h itoul\l bring together the reqUired resources ahd ~nCorJ'loriLte

-_ntc their' funttions; 'in-ter~lip,~i.:l)l i flrn:y ros~arch efl'orJ:.s. These means might 'focus. ., .. \ - '. . . .-. .
on :~.eyoral ~~oblc!1s. Hhioh eIh~:t{Se from -:"'ha' trends Oll. ethort:;.on complicatiens. . The ';.
10':1~;~te;"@ I'~ys'ical and social consequences of induced.' abortion fur the health of~·'

.1.. . '. . . . . " .

the pat 1·e~1t· ,arG ~n1;:llol;n, . '.
A~t0.t ~ prS3g11~!l.t· ~'jhJ;c;\n I s ':'i~st visi't '::'0 a phYsicia.n, there vIas an average :interval

of J ~~-;~~j{'s :Jnf{l"; t,he abb:rtion N2~, d'JI:f] , Hhj.ch resulted from o..ircct· delays in haW 'r

ph-.';:.,ic~t.A.ns .. an:'"i' 116spital~ deal;'. Wl:t!l. these pa.tients. This delay incrc?-sed' the risk
of'" i1E'alth·"60mp~l..:l,.cati-ons·~· . i . .',.

Patient des'~riPiion-~Uoin'2nhavi!l6 aho::'t-ions Here younger; . mo~o ~T8rc siatlo, and in
gcnor~.l thoy had. a higher liJVlJl of ud.u·::atien. Sincle Ii10thers in cOffi]?aris.on .. to liorncn... :·
Hho (lad" induced abortions t'mdc,d to na','e lE-SS educato.on and 10>!Gr iijcomes. 'Tn.cs,"'· ­
dlstinctivo'Bocial choices.~,,~rosen~ fundamentally different ways of life an~ of
re,,"ctill(> ..to, a pregnancy, In patian;;·, cost"." the c.ombined conse,quenc9s of eitlaer the"
l~T~ost.fee charges br., the, most extc;Jsi'le extra-billi,lg' involved' patients, If!')O were.
(he. T,1.0st. 'Vulnerable , toung Home..'1; nCl"Co!i'ers to Ganada; and the least well educated. '..
Contr.'lCeption--Ono of the cent-.:-al findings Has the lack of accurate informati9n that
c",nadiiii:S had about ,contraception .and the ·precautions Hhich 'Here necossary in the use
of.-.lJir·~h contro1.. measutes ; '. j·lore money is spent on paying 'for the .treatment of, women.­
wh0 ,!1c1.Ve' abortions than 'on ways of seeking a reul'ction in their numbers and ,in pro,
';idinc: ;;]or" ,effective programs "f fa,nily plann:j.l1g' "nd sex education,

A sizable nl~mber of Cai1a,dians' hayc hao. 1':0 forLlai instruction on the '.lse of contra:­
ceptive means, The phy:;;ioian is seen as the ::'hief. :source' of such information" but a,
majority of"doctors now in practice in Canada have had no fo~:mal preparation 01). these
issuos.

,Le?,rnipg ",bout theso methods from all other som'cos is haphazard: the Hork 0:(""'101-'.
untA.rY'asscoiq.tions, churchec, schoolS, and public hoalth units had reached about, 1
out 'of 10 individuals:: OV8rall', 4 out of 10 people looked to physicians, but' an almost

,,,'i-u~1 nuriloer:either did not :k"OH abqut the use of contraception or had' been inf9rmed,
or,m:i:::;iiu'ormcd,. by casual sourc's""''- 'i~any administrators :of public health units felt" "
t~at seX education programs were iri~doqUato 'in tileir recions--expensiveand ineffective.
There·~a~. seldom any co-ordination between ~hese public health programs and the family
planning work done in hospitals. "Hotablc b;y' its absence ",as the role of the mass media.

A ,;ubstan'tie,l' number of HOrEOn' u~Qa ~, cGntraceptivo meccns >Then conce!,tion occurred.
By hot' using contricepi;ion; 'M, oy 'not' knol-:ine; hot< to use' 'cho' means Hhich \-Tere tried,
many Ca:1a,dians took chances "'hich had pro:>ur,d implications for themselves and for

'sbcl( G~~c "
Family Planninl\ and Res'PonSl~ilitv--'I'hoCah;;.tti:an peo;>le, their health inshtutio~s; and
'che, WGdical; prof0ssion ",rc l'GEprll'l,Sib1e,'?or.the sharp disparities in hOH therapeutic.
abo:ttiQns.are obtained in Caneda. ~ho .sociaJ",cost has been the tolerance ofwiei.espliead
and Gntrenched 'lOcial inequity ,fo:>.', th" 'WO':",l1 in'/olved., and an unreasonable professional
burden on some physicians and. "pr'me hOSFi~1.l$ •.

'."
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FAMILY PLANNING AND ABORTION--Badgley Report Summary (continued) , ' ,
l'lesponsibility--The critical social choices are between 2:sensitive issues, induced
abortion and family ~lanning. jfhen effective contraceptive means are appropriately
used, the chances of conception occurring are sharply reduced'. The occurrence" of
abortion may gradually rise unless there are effective change,s made in the';tion"tra~,_
ceptive practices'of..Canadians. These changes may be brought- about by increased'
efforts, and new approaches: through research to find more effective and acceptable
methods of contraception and by coordinated family planning programs for public;­
education and hcalt!1'promotion. There is clearly ,a ,need for greater pUblic ' ..
effort and more resources to be allocated by all levels of government ana "voluntary
associations for f:;tm~ly planning programs. Ways also must be found to reduce the
considerable social inequities which are now associated with ob~~ining therapeutic
abortions in Canada.

OCSH MEMBERS' ,PERSONAL NOTES : --

, .... '

Connie Taylor has been awarded a scholarship from the Federation of Women
Te~chers' Associations of Ontario. She will pursue an M.A. in the sociology of
women and educition 'd~~~g 1977-8 at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.

Roselyn Stone's work in physical education was featured in a December article
of the University of Toronto Bulletin. ..

Watch for June Callwood's upcoming interviews with Cathleen Morrison and'Irma
Melville on the CBe-TV program, In Touch. '

l •. ,

NEWS FROM OTHER GROUPS
c .

N~TIONAL ACTION COMllITTEE ON THE STATUS OF UO~~N--40 St. Clair Ave. E., suite 300,
Toronto M4T .lH9~ phone 92'2-3246.
'~""al M~t.ing~-The Skyline Hotel, Ottawa is the site of NAC' s ~977 Annual'11eeting,
..",L'ch 18~'2(f,"followed by,:a lobby of ~lembers of Parliament on Monday, March 21. More
than 100 organizations from' across,the country will s~nd delegates to assess this
year's work and to p-an future action on the status of women in Canada. The week-end
will feature workshops, informal reports from delegates', a banquet'i-,:t-th a speaket-,
displays, and the election of new officers. Of course, one of its most important
functions "1;; ,providing an opportunity for women from all regions of Canada to get;
together informally between the program activities for an exchange of information
and v~ws. Groups wishing to join in time to send delegates to the Annual,Meeting
may ,s-til~ do so if they act quickly by writing to NAC. ' "
NAC Meets Federal Cabinet hembers--On February 17, the Executive of NAC took its
concerns to Ministers visiting Toronto. NAC stressed that the wage gap between men
and women continu",E; to widen, abetted by increases in wages" and salaries being cal­
culated'on"a perceptage basis. The Executive members re-iterated their criticism :~'

of the Human Rights Bill (now before, Parliament) for relying on conciliation in com­
plaints of discrimination, althou~~ NAC expressed overall support, for the Bill. NAC
also called for comprehensive family planning programs, and'repeated-its demand,that
abor:~ be removed from the, Criminal Code, since the law is at present unworkable.

CANADIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WO~iEN--suite 415, 151 Slater St.,
Otta",a )CIP .5H3· , 0 ' '

The,;'xecutive recently stated that it would make equality in employment its priority'
concern'in fighting discrimination against women. It is seeking funds to support its
wqr~~ Donations (tax-deductible) are being Helcomed. ,-

FEDERAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE STATUS OF lIOHEN
----rhe ppuncil has begun a study of the effects of taxation on women, following a
research pa!Jer-, Background Study on Homen and the Personal Income Tax System; Hhich
documents many areas of discrimination. ,Thile ~t will be,making rBcornm~~da~ions to
the gove~nment for reform in the future, the Council recently said that ~ system'of
joint,1i<j-xithon de,' spOuse~ .. in Canada would be :premature because spouses are not yet
true ecpnom1c partners. '

The Council has also released recommend~tions on the one-parent family, which, it
emphasizes, is "a permanent feature of canaili!l.n society", and subject to much social
"1 economic stress. Now, 1 in 10 Canadian families is headed by a single parent.

Of Canadian families headed by women--t million families--60% live in poverty.
Based 'on :principles of the economic ri&~ts of individuals, the Council's recommenda­
tions involve restructuring the labour market, equal partnership in marriage, and
adequate social.. security.

, ,

UPCmlING EVENTS

KATE & ANNA McGARRIGLE--The highly acclaimed singer/songwriters from Montreal will give
, concert on March 23 at University of Toronto's Convocation Hall. Their second album
is about to be released, while the first appeared on the "best of 1976" lists' of
several popular music critics.
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• r',' UPCOllING EVENTS
,1.•

SENECA COLLEGE SEloJIMR sERIES FOR HOl1E:N--continues as ?'ll'·f of it;, tenth anniver- "
saxy celebration. Topics are "tJomen as Con;,umers"(Nar. '~},Fitness (Har. 9); and,
Assertiveness (I1ar. 16)..E:ach serilinar costs $3 and runs from 1:15. to }:15'p.m. ,
For more informat1ort and ,1iq, ,register, ~hon~ 493-4144 (Seneca's Finch 'Campus, '175.0
Fiilch Ave, ...E., l1illowdale)., " " "
WO~ma,: TIlE,CHOICE'IS YOURS_-is a'day for free di6cussion,'~rsqnalconsultation, ex­
hibits and;films for wOmen ,considering staying,at home, becoming a volunteer, and/or
getting a jeb.: It' will 'be on'February 28, fr.om 9, a.m. to' 9'30 p.m. in Ryerson's
Learning Resources'Centre" 350 Victoria St., Toronto. Some child care 'can be re­
served Or calling 595~5273..
WOMEN' AND rENTAL'HEALTH-~A,workshop ispoing planned for April 30 at'Rumber pplleie"
Or the" ;Iomen' s CounseJ,ling, ,Referral and ,EducaHon Centre. Contact them a:t 15
Bircb :Ave,r;I'TOrOnt'O' , ( 925':1155) for more information •

. , o!

PUBLICATIONS

1'ImIEN'S PRESS--280 Bloor St. H:, suite 305, Toronto. (962-3904)
Toronto reviews have been' excellent for The True Sto:r;v of Ida Johnson, a ,first

novel by Sharon, ,Riis ,($3.25, . -paper). llembers of the Hemen' s hess' will, present
readings fr6m the book on'r~ch 13 at 8:30 p.m. in the'p,layhouse of University Collg~e,
University: of To'ronto. "(Entrance off St. George'St., lle'hreen Hoskin '& Hillcocks 'St.)

Other' new offerings from the Press are:
A Harvest Yet t Rea ,: A Hiioito of Prairie Women, Or Rasmussen, Rasmussen, Savage, &
Uheeler':' 8.95, paper.
What is a Girl? \~at is a Boy?--by StephanieWaxman, with photo illustrations; for
children at the pre- and early reading level. ($4.95, paPer) , '

FEDERAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE STATUS OF HOl1EN--P. O. Box 1541,' Station B, Ottawa.
Now available'are 3 additions in the "Person Papers" series--The Price of Haternity,
Taxation Untangled', and: Health Hazards, at vlork. 'There is also a study, "j'Tomen in
the Public Serv.j.ce", which shows "the qontinuing concentration of women in certain
lower: paid 'jobs',' ,. . ," ",; ..... .

Part-Time'~Work in the Canadian Economy~~is a report prepared by Harianne Bossen, the
HinntPeg,economist." It is available from the Publications Division, Labour Canada,
Ottawa. '

Towards a Positive Image of tTomen~-is ~he;second Annual Report (to April 1976) of the
Ontario StatUs'6f "lpmen Council, ave.ilable ,from the Council a:l;. 80i ,Bay St., 3rd floor,
Toronto. "(965-illl) " " ,

The Black Woman in Canada--Rella Braithwaite' nas com~iled this book profiling 50
black wom@ who, have ,niade --major contributions to Canadian society. 'Order at $5.95
(+ 159! postagel; from: "'Black llqmenin Cri.nadli., 268 Ce:fitmnial Rd.., \{est Hill 'MIC lZ9.

NAKARA--i~;"'ffiJ-:r6~~i~~MagaZineby tlo~en for' P~'J21e". The editors are seeking
material 'arid 5,l-l,¥cribjll?s.r Cost. is $6 a, Year:,(indi'viduals; $10 institutions)--for 6
issues, "Send- s1l9scrtptipn:money and/or copies of manuscripts and artwork to i-IAKARA
at 1011 CollUilerCia;J." j);r" Vancouver, B. C. "

Homen and 'Th~rai-"i,"i the,Ne>rsletter 'of': the"'1'1omen' s Counselling, Refe=al & Education
Centre, 15 Birc~Ave., Toronto. It costs,$l an issue, or is free to Associate Members,
>rho contribute,$5 yearly.

Health: The Fa:J11Y P~anrifriii 'Fa:~tor--]?Oints out 'the risks" of ,bearing ,children too early
or late in life, too close together, or in too great numbers. The report costs $2
from Horldwatch Institute, 1776 I'!ass<Lchusetts Ave.~' N. \of., Uashington"D:' C. 20036.

, ,. IfflHS ,BRIEFS -;
• '.' "::..."... -t-··· ~ , '.. -

Marc Laloride, flldera:l"IU,nister'responsible for the status of women, said in a
speech recently that the salaries of working women are not just used to buy "family
extras". He pointed out that 43% oi working women are single, separated or divorced,
and frequently suppo~ dependents. " ,

A Task Force, on Affirmative,:Act'l:6nhas completed its report for the Toronto Board
of Education. The Board ',,:l..ll,;d.iiscuss,tl;le'Report in I'larch.

Cecilia tlallace, founder of the 'Canadian l<ing of the Catholic' feminist organiza­
tion St. Joan's Alliance, has ahri6uii,~ed-thatshewill leave the Church because of
its attitude to women,' 'Her decision' follows Pope Paul's statement that-women cannot
be ordained.

, ,
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G;QODI !J(J\\j WE ",nu.. NEeD A
-F'EW M()2e VCUJr\lTEERs FOR
THE cl.ev:H.JPC~EW .. ,,:

;ratIN AND
1: IIlILL/
DO IT·'

BUT i,lCXJ HAUE TO ADMIT,
Sif,,\CE 'HE ~I.S ,COK OUERTHE
STAfIlPEDE CO"1~1ITTEE,T1-4IN65

_ HAUE R(Jf,,\ A LOr~\OOTMeR!

,,"...
I I::NOIO WHAT

qajRE THt/-lKI/J6,
6!J(J", IT L,.ACIC:S
,SOME a: THE.
e,<cliEMElJiCF
THE" OI.D DI'o'IS;"

1.83-4785
294-5762
445-6778
925-1896
653-2488
291-1586
483-6825
533-2194
759-6182
889-7494
494-2391
966-3815

Latent content in this comic strip? You bet! But for once we're not
worried about sexism. We're trying to get your attention: WE NEED GNU HANDS
to tackle OCSW projects. There's lots of scope for action right now, so why
not join Barb, Joan and Shirley with their stampede--volunteer to work for
improvements in the status of women in Ontario. Join us at our March 8
meeting and sign up then. Or, if you can't wait, contact the following:

Day care Cathleen Morrison
Family law reform Irma Helville
Family planning Pat Lundie
Employment Lorna Harsden
Sccial services Marjorie Cohen
Education Connie Taylor
Human rights Joan Laird
Canada Pension Plan Brigid Munsche
Media Loreen Joe
Membership Doreen Birchmore
Mail-outs Marilyn Boynton
Newsletter Wendy Lawrence

Let's get out of the corral and get hoofing!

ONTARIO COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

It's time to renew your membership for 1977, or join us as a new member.
If you can't give us your time, then at least give us your money (please)!

Send the form below to:

Doreen Birchmore,
175 Brentcliffe Road,
Toronto M4G 321 •

I would like to become an OCSW member and enclose $3

I am already a member, and want to renew for $3

I am interested in

NAME
PHONE

ADDRESS

POSTAL com _

..
~ 1'. S. Do wc have a complete and up-to-date address for you? \~e want
.: you to continue reading our Newsletter, so keep in touch. Let us know if

you move.
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