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' rauonilj ani . t'o lon"""or(, '.
: : , charaeteristic rif the .'., -r.

:bourgebis attifudes and va: '

lues of his. day. Ionesco's,. 
,

classid.,,, ll,a.,Cantatr'c' :.'.

Chauve', avant-garde in
.the early 50s; met with
severe 'criticism in that .

thelstjte, seemed idiotic
and pontriryto that oftra-'
ditional French theatre.
Not'only insultingto those
raised on a diet of Moli€re
and Racine, tbeplays used
metaphor to insult upper..
and middle classFrench.
society. . : '

Ionescots 'La Legon' ,
. written in 1951r'is nofone r

'bf the'plaJhright's Uettei'
'creations. Critcized par-
ticularily for a weak at-
tempt to make a political
stab at Nazism andtheas-
sorted policies of that
partJr the play is rarely '

Itlt to stage.Thosewhoat-, '

",t': ,' . ,, r. r' , . j.: .r,,.liiir. ,

tempt the,.cg4rplexities of
Ionesco usually srffice :

wift the. more nooular
wor*s;' 'Rhinoc.ids'il .. 

'oi .'i''
perhaps'Les Chaises'.
Director Steve Devine

has therefore madea chal-'
lenging selection in 'The
Lesson' which played last
week in our glorious Thea-
tre Glendon. ri " I '

, In short,. ltrc qta1,!ea.ts . ;,

pho!-o-3,Julie Parna '

with a teachei- student re:
lationship,$$phich goes
through a :-c_ogqp lete trans -
ition; the tirnid andeccen-..
trie professor becomes a
violent mass murderer'
while an eager and con-
fident pupil becomes weak
and frightene!. The ac-
tion and dialogue, as.we
,e:qlect, is nririsensibal, .!
'yet' the play:ias a whole

" l,i,rtr, Bridgei 
t 

succeeds
in her role as the PuPiI,
although she lacks the
sort of stage Presence
to hold audience attention'
The transition into total-
flii is incomPlete; as she
is about to be murdered
she appears more con-
cerned over he tooth-

''ache ttrqn'the threat of the

was
him a
actor.
In atl the production was

entertaining and succeeded
in holding the interest of
the audience. ManY Pro-
ductions of Ionesco seem
to drag due to the rePe-
tition in the work itself.
Steve Devine merits sPe-
cial congrafulations for .

the successful direction
of a cast and crew com-
prised of Glendon stulePts.
We look forward to more
from him.frfu f/ur*7/'fo


