
http://www.flickr.com/photos/dey/72271271/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/dey/72271271/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/2619972888/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/2619972888/


"The more living patterns there are in a place--a 
room, a building, or a town--the more it comes to 
life as an entity, the more it glows, the more it 
glows, the more it has that self-maintaining fire 
which is the quality without a name ."  

Alexander 



http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/2619972888/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/2619972888/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/denmar/2145468312/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/denmar/2145468312/


"This is a fundamental view of the world. It says that 
when you build a thing you cannot merely build that thing 
in isolation, but must also repair the world around it, and 
within it, so that the larger world at that one place 
becomes more coherent, and more whole; and the thing 
which you make takes its place in the web of nature, as 
you make it."  

Alexander



The elements are patterns 
 
Each pattern a problem which occurs over and over again 
describes the core of the solution to that problem
You can use this solution a million times over, without ever 
doing it the same way twice 



#180 Window Place

"Everybody loves window seats, bay windows with 
low sills and comfortable chairs drawn up to them." 

Alexander 



http://www.flickr.com/photos/opishposh/408003627/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/opishposh/408003627/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/mvisosky/2813429254/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mvisosky/2813429254/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/althouse/8447160/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/althouse/8447160/


Entrance Room (130) Zen View (134)

Light on Two Sides of Every Room (159)

Street Windows (164)

Alcoves (179)
Low Sill (222)

Built-in Seats (202)
Natural Doors and Windows (221)

Deep Reveals (223) Dormer Windows (231)

Window Place (180)



Context

Discussion

Solution

Problem



Links between patterns



A pattern language is a structured method of describing good 
design practices within a field of expertise. It is characterized 
by:

1. Noticing and naming the common problems in a field of 
interest,

2. Describing the key characteristics of effective solutions for 
meeting some stated goal,

3. Helping the designer move from problem to problem in a 
logical way, and

4. Allowing for many different paths through the design 
process.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pattern_language

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pattern_language


A Pattern Garden / Valerie Easton

A pattern garden is not 
merely pretty but 
designed to truly satisfy. 
Certain fundamental, 
universal elements, or 
patterns, appeal to 
human nature: the 
intimacy of a plant-filled 
enclosure, the soothing 
reflection on water's 
surface, the pleasure of 
dappled sun beneath a 
pergola, the promise of a 
curving path.

http://www.apatterngarden.com/


http://www.conservationeconomy.net/

...fifty-seven patterns provide a 
framework for an ecologically 
restorative, socially just, and 
reliably prosperous society. They 
are adaptable to local 
ecosystems and cultures, yet 
universal in their applicability. 
Together they form what we call a 
Conservation Economy.

http://www.conservationeconomy.net/
http://www.conservationeconomy.net/conservation_economy.html


Liberating Voices! A Pattern Language for Communication 
Revolution

the commons

Our "pattern language" is a 
holistic collection of "patterns" 
that can be used together to 
address an information or 
communication problem. Each 
"pattern" in this pattern 
language, when complete, will 
represent an important insight 
that will help contribute to a 
communication revolution.

http://www.publicsphereproject.org/patterns/
http://www.publicsphereproject.org/patterns/
http://www.publicsphereproject.org/patterns/print-pattern.php?begin=2


Patterns are optimal solutions to common 
problems. As common problems are tossed 
around a community and are resolved, 
common solutions often spontaneously 
emerge. Eventually, the best of these rise 
above the din and self-identify and become 
refined until they reach the status of a 
Design Pattern.



"Libraries say something important about 
the communities which build them." 

Brophy 



Patterns and Libraries



http://www.flickr.com/photos/seeyoujimmy/521009423/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/seeyoujimmy/521009423/


We could develop our own language of patterns.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/7891209@N04/3225916376/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/7891209@N04/3225916376/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/lostbob/88924799/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lostbob/88924799/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/trucolorsfly/438068595/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/trucolorsfly/438068595/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/exlibris/2391618226/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/exlibris/2391618226/


Wendy Newman



It seems like there are lots 
of different kinds of 
libraries:

Wendy Newman



law libraries
college libraries

public libraries
school libraries

corporate libraries
special libraries

private libraries

university libraries

medical libraries

Wendy Newman



But really there's just One 
Big Library,

with branches all over the world.

Wendy Newman



One 
Big

Library



http://www.flickr.com/photos/joshb/207360974/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/joshb/207360974/


http://www.openlibrary.org/bpl/

http://www.openlibrary.org/bpl/


http://twitter.com/kgs/status/1143241236

http://twitter.com/kgs/status/1143241236


http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2009/jan/22/library-search-engines-books 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2009/jan/22/library-search-engines-books


Dan Chudnov
onebiglibrary.net

http://onebiglibrary.net


Something between what Borges described and Steve Coffman's 

"Earth's Largest Library" with a flavour of complete 
data interlinkedness expressed in both a variety of SF 
titles over the years and more recently with "linked data" and 

the "web of data," which both come from Sir Tim 
Berners-Lee, most likely, with a solid core of a 

"bibliographic backplane," which, so far as I know, is my 
own coinage.
 

Chudnov  



http://flickr.com/photos/djou/355937778/ 

http://flickr.com/photos/djou/355937778/


http://walt.lishost.org/2008/05/many-distinctive-local-libraries/

Walt Crawford 

http://walt.lishost.org/2008/05/many-distinctive-local-libraries/




http://www.poysippilibrary.org/ 

http://www.poysippilibrary.org/


http://flickr.com/photos/hotair2112/97079192/ 

http://flickr.com/photos/hotair2112/97079192/




Storing research in your personal branch
http://www.zotero.org/

http://www.zotero.org


Help people 
build,

manage,
and share

their personal branches
of the One Big Library.



topher Alexander

The One Big Library Unconference



http://onebiglibrary.yorku.ca/

http://onebiglibrary.yorku.ca/index.php?title=Main_Page


What was the unconference about? We said: 
 
In an interconnected world, all physical and virtual libraries 
can really be thought of as branches of One Big Library. We 
would like to get together and explore that concept. Our 
areas of interest are:
 

The future of libraries
Collaboration on building One Big Library collections and 
services

 
Uses of social software in libraries

 
Tools to support and extend the One Big Library









Open Everything



Twitter 
microblogging
Twitter 
microblogging



People have a strong desire to talk to one 
another, to share experiences, and find 
common solutions to common problems
 
We share many of the same concerns no 
matter what kind of library we are at, and 
what kind of library work we are engaged in
 
There is a strong desire to work together 



Given the One Big Library and 
the pattern language approach, 
here are three clusters of 
patterns: problems, contexts, and 
solutions.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/powerbooktrance/289992273/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/powerbooktrance/289992273/


Problem: 
The main elements of a cafe, and indeed the "Street 
Cafe" pattern, seem to share qualities we see in 
libraries, like reading, studying, and talking together in a 
relaxed setting. The growth in popularity of chains like 
Chapters has given rise to further pressure on libraries 
to create cafe spaces. However many café 
implementations seem to fall flat.  



http://www.flickr.com/photos/redroom/2499224732/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/redroom/2499224732/


http://www.flickr.com/photos/trucolorsfly/400983860/in/set-72157594554047194/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/trucolorsfly/400983860/in/set-72157594554047194/


Library Café 
 Solutions:

Create "rooms" to foster an intimate feel
Keep some parts open to public view, like a terrace, 
but other parts not 
A variety of seating and tables, not all the same type 
Offer reading material, games that we don’t mind 
getting “messed up” 
Emphasize a local feel, perhaps through artwork 
Offer a small variety of food and drink 
Build it for different purposes and a variety of people 
Make it a restful place, especially at educational 
institutions



http://www.flickr.com/photos/altopower/1153094645/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/altopower/1153094645/


Problem: 
We need lots of good metadata to run libraries. 
But the production of, and access to, metadata is 
being threatened: it is considered too expensive 
to produce locally by many libraries, the 
technology and standards used to create and 
exchange metadata are becoming antiquated, 
and there is a greater desire for enhanced 
content. There is a conflict between a movement 
to implement restrictive use policies, and the 
rising strength of the open source, open data, 
open everything movements.   



http://www.flickr.com/photos/darwinbell/448605088/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/darwinbell/448605088/


"If library records were open access on the web, it would be 
possible to create bibliographies that go beyond the holdings 
of any one library." 

Coyle



 It's a lofty, but achievable, goal. 
http://openlibrary.org/about

http://www.openlibrary.org/about


To build it, we need:
 
hundreds of millions of book records, 
 
a brand new database infrastructure for handling huge 
amounts of dynamic information, 
 
a wiki interface, 
 
multi-language support, 
 
and people who are willing to contribute their time, effort, and 
book data. 







http://www.flickr.com/photos/scuddr/3556250/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/scuddr/3556250/


"...towns and buildings will not be able to 
become alive, unless they are made by all 
the people in society, and unless these 
people share a common pattern language, 
within which to make these buildings, and 
unless this common pattern language is 
alive itself." 

Alexander 



Library Metadata Commons 
 Solution: 

Make bibliographic metadata open access
Adopt model of free exchange of all bibliographic (meta)
data. Make your bibliographic data available to others
Encourage the creation of metadata preferably according 
to standards
Everyone has a role to play in creating the metadata 
commons
Provide tangible incentives to metadata creators, 
especially institutions that actively support the creation of 
metadata
Develop open data exchange methods 
Promote the idea of the digital commons everywhere 



http://flickr.com/photos/herzogbr/1658397241/

http://flickr.com/photos/herzogbr/1658397241/


Problem: When a person 
works with a librarian at a 
reference desk computer, all 
history and context is lost 
when the person leaves.



Save collaboration

Problem: When a person 
works with a librarian at a 
reference desk computer, all 
history and context is lost 
when the person leaves.

Solution: Reference tools and 
services should allow the 
librarian and user to 
collaborate on their work, and 
let the session be passed 
over to the user, without any 
loss of history or context, so 
that the user can continue the 
work uninterrupted.



Problem: It is impossible to 
learn a new system by 
watching someone else use 
it. One must use it oneself.



User's own computer

Problem: It is impossible to 
learn a new system by 
watching someone else use 
it. One must use it oneself.

Solution: Where possible, 
work at the user's computer. 
Use the library's computer 
only when the user doesn't 
have one.



http://flickr.com/photos/illegalcartoon/327950837/ 

http://flickr.com/photos/illegalcartoon/327950837/


Tagging is like 
a salt water fish 
that lots of people thought 
was pretty 
and they started trying to 
stick in 
fresh water tanks.
Leslie Michael Orchard
http://decafbad.com/blog/2009/01/18/tags-do-work-for-me-at-least#comment-384509

http://decafbad.com/blog/2009/01/18/tags-do-work-for-me-at-least#comment-384509




Live and work in 
the One Big Library



Build the library
pattern language



Help people build, manage, 
and share their personal 

branches



One Big Library
http://hdl.handle.net/10315/2501 

Stacy Allison-Cassin
<sacassin@yorku.ca>

William Denton
<wdenton@yorku.ca>

Ontario Library Association 
Super Conference

30 January 2009

1. Live and work in the 
One Big Library.

2. Build the library 
pattern language.

3. Help people build, 
manage, and share 
their personal branches.
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/sifter/370775225/

http://www.flickr.com/photos/sifter/370775225/

