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Some terms used

• Blogs – Online journals
• RSS – content comes to you from 

different websites/blogs. To read it 
you subscribe to RSS feeds

• Subscribing to feeds using feed 
readers: Bloglines, Google Reader, 
IE7, firefox2



Using a Wordpress blog to display 
new books @ library

• A hosted Wordpress blog
• How are we using it at our library? 
• What can faculty and graduate 

students do right now?
• How do we think it will help in 

enhancing our services and promote 
participation?



What are we doing at Steacie Library

• Subject librarians select the new books to 
be scanned

• A student scans the jacket cover, creates a 
document with links to the table of contents 
and/or create permanent link to catalogue 
record

• We place the book under subject category 
on the blog using Library of Congress 
classification and librarians judgment

• We help faculty and graduate students 
subscribe to new books feeds (RSS)



Steacie Sci. & Eng. 
New Books blog



Link to table of contents 
from Library of Congress



Subscribing to the New books blog
• Tutorials on subscribing to new books blog 

using IE7, firefox2, bloglines are available 
on Steacie Science & Engineering website

http://www.library.yorku.ca/ccm/Steacie/rss-feeds.en?g11n.enc=UTF-8#tutorial


Analytics
• How many are following it? Where are they 

coming from? What are the search terms 
used? What books are they browsing?

• Are the books that are put on the blog checked 
out more often? Can we put up similar books 
on the blog

• What type of feed reader is being used most? 
Ties to promotion of RSS feed readers

• Can we order more books on a subject based 
on the comments received?
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Follow blog statistics after promotion events
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Feed Stats helps in seeing the 
uptake of feed readers and 

promoting the most used ones



May give us an indication of the books we 
need to post on our blog

Visitors clicking on specific links



Which departments are 
using the new books blog?



Circulation Statistics of books on Steacie new books 
blog

• QD 53 C69 2006 (chemistry lab manual ) 4
• QD 481 C548 2006 (chirality) 4
• QH 431 J53 2004 (Human evolutionary genetics) 7
• QH 450.5 T725 2007 (Genetic translation) 11
• Q 124.97 W45 2004 (Medieval sci. and tech.) 11
• RJ 216 A477 2002   10
• RJ 516 B536 2003 12
• QC 125.2 T39 2005 (Classical mechanics) 3
• QK 603 D4 2006 (Fungal Biology) 3
• QD 261 T44 2003 (Org. Chem. QD 261 T44 2006 on blog) 41

breastfeeding the 
newborn



What next?
• Generate interests about library resources 

among users
• Immediate updates of new books in the 

library via RSS feeds – chemistry faculty 
members have subscribed to chemistry 
book feeds

• Students and faculty can leave comments 
– was the book useful, additional 
resources for that topic, suggest new 
books for purchase



Comments!!



Promoting these technologies

• Faculty & Graduate students technology 
update sessions and grad student open 
house

• Showing the blog to students and faculty 
when they are browsing new books near the 
reference desk. 

• Conduct sessions on setting up a one-stop- 
shopping centre – value added services

• Hosting How do I Questions as 
Camtasia/windows media player video 
recordings on Steacie Library home page



Offering new books in biology on a customized web page along with other research 
links using www.netvibes.com

http://www.netvibes.com/


Questions? 
Rajiv Nariani 

York University Libraries 
rajivn@yorku.ca

mailto:rajivn@yorku.ca
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