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Background



 

In 1998 John Willinsky had an idea…


 

Willinsky believed in the benefits of 
open access: 


 

Increases visibility 


 

Maximizes use


 

Increases citations and impact 


 

Allows for repurposing of research


 

How to make open access affordable?



Background



 

Willinsky decided to develop software 
that would contribute to and test the 
prospects of open access



 

He founded The Public Knowledge 
Project in 1988



 

In 2001, the PKP began work on what 
has become Open Journal Systems

Willinsky, J. (2006). The access principle : The case for open access to 
research and scholarship. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press. 



Background



 

The intention for OJS was to create a 
piece of software that can reduce the 
cost of running a journal by moving 
the entire process online


 
Publishing



 
Distribution



 
Day to day management



Why Open Journal Systems?

Open Source
Large international user 

community: 
As of August 2007, over 1190 
titles in 10 languages published

Loaded with features  

http://pkp.sfu.ca/ojs-geog

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Developed at Simon Fraser University, Open Journal Systems is a free, open source software solution for online journal publishing.  It is customizable to meet the needs of different publishers, such as accommodating different designs.



This large and growing user community is also very active online, where public forums are manned by OJS lead programmers. Hence, support is easily available.



Not only is OJS easy to use and quick to get off the ground, it is loaded with features, which we will briefly touch on in the subsequent slides.



How OJS Works



 

OJS is designed to be installed on a 
local Web server, enabling local 
control



 

OJS is then easily configured by 
editing templates to create a custom 
journal web site



OJS Enables Publishing



 

Assists with 
every stage 
of the 
refereed 
publishing 
process in 
an online 
environment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Different types of users including Authors, Peer Reviewers and Editors can log in to perform different tasks.  The OJS system keeps track of versions of a submitted article, all correspondence made through the system and where each article is in its submission process.



This can be helpful for those who find that they require a more organized and automated workflow for online journal publication, or for those new to journal publishing.





OJS Automates Browsing



 

Author, Title 
and Issue 
indices 
automatically 
created

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once an issue is “published” online, OJS automatically indexes all the authors and titles within the issue, and adds the issue to the issue index.



OJS Indexes Full Text



 

Full text of 
journal 
articles is 
indexed 
automatically 
for site-wide 
searching

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition, the full text of the articles is also indexed automatically, allowing users a powerful way to search the journal, with many ways of limiting the search.



Journal publishers would have to be accomplished programmers, database administrators, and web designers if they wanted to create this type of functionality on their own.



OJS Manages Subscriptions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OJS Handles Subscriptions in a flexible way

-journal can be open access

-certain issues can be open, while others restricted

-institutional and individual subscriptions handled

-automatic renewal reminders





OJS Supports Reading Tools

http://quasar.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/csieci/article/view/82/415

http://quasar.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/csieci/article/view/82/415


OJS uses Open Standards



 

OJS supports the Open Archives 
Initiative Protocol for Metadata 
Harvesting (OAI-PMH)



 

OAI-PMH is an interoperability 
standard that provides a consistent 
interface



 

OAI-PMH makes it possible to easily 
bring data together in one place 
http://www.oaforum.org/tutorial/index.php



York Digital Journals



 

Online Scholarly Publishing Service for 
Journals provided by York University 
Libraries (YUL) called York Digital Journals 
http://www.yorku.ca/ydj



 

YUL provides online publishing tools, 
training, and related systems support



 

Publishers provide content


 

Goal is that publishers will be self sufficient

http://www.yorku.ca/ydj


Why York Digital Journals?



 

Exposure and Access


 

Empower the York Community to publish 
research online and reach a wider audience



 

Preservation


 

Ensure continued access and archiving of 
Canadian journals



 

Protect against fragmentation and 
disappearance across vendor sites



OJS Challenges



 

Resistance towards Open Access


 

Copyright


 

Policy


 

Sustainability


 

Software enhancements: statistics, 
one click submissions, more 
customization options for interface

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Faculty hesitance towards Open Access

Attachment to Print

Embargo negotiation



Open Access Benefits

Greater visibility, bigger audience, more impact.

-computer science study (American Historical Association, Should Historical Scholarship be Free?)

	-computer science online articles cited more than 4 times as often as offline articles

	-open access journals receive more traffic

	-open access increases readership, reputation, recognition of authors, and citations

-DOAJ has increased by 25% between 2006-2007 (Library Journal, Serial Wars, 4/15/2007)



Options for Open Access

-self archiving ie. Institutional/Subject based repositories

-charging authors

-delayed access (embargo)

-partial access – hide sections of journal

-electronic-only journals – reduce costs of printing

-cooperation with libraries ie. Synergies, OCUL



Author Rights

	-Sparc Author Addendum

	-ensure the ability to allow Self Archiving





Subject repository success story

-ArXiv for Physics

-almost all articles end up there eventually



Plans for the future



 
Archiving with Scholars Portal and 
Synergies



 
Contributing to the OJS community by 
writing plug-ins to enhance the 
software



 
Lobby granting agencies to contribute 
to sustainability of the project

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Increase Exposure: We’re working with UofT to create a loader for OJS metadata so that our journals receive greater exposure and traffic.



Open Access SSHRC Grant

SSHRC released a one-time competition with a deadline of June 30th 2007 to be held this year for journals that already use an open access business model, and have done so for at least the past 2 years.�http://www.sshrc.ca/web/apply/program_descriptions/open_access_journals_e.asp

They will be launching another program in 2008 that will be open to journals using all business models.  They hope to have the new program description up on their website by February of 2008.



For more information



 

Official Open Journal Systems site: 
http://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ojs



 

Willinsky, J. (2006). The access principle : The 
case for open access to research and scholarship. 
Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press.



 

Open Archives Forum: 
http://www.oaforum.org/tutorial/index.php



 

York Digital Journals Open Journal Systems 
Resource site:
http://www.fsc.yorku.ca/yul/drupal/ydj

http://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ojs
http://www.fsc.yorku.ca/yul/drupal/ydj
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