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+ What is Open Conference 
Systems (OCS)?



+
OCS in a nutshell

Open Conference Systems (OCS) is a Web 
publishing tool that will create a complete 
Web presence for your scholarly conference.

OCS software is built on the OAI-PMH 
standard which helps to make conference 
proceedings more visible to web crawlers. 

OCS is available online free of charge 
http://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ocs and enjoys a large 
user community.

http://pkp.sfu.ca/?q=ocs


+
OCS in a nutshell

OCS was created by the Public Knowledge 
Project (PKP) in British Columbia

The PKP is a partnership among the Faculty 
of Education at the University of British 
Columbia, the Simon Fraser University 
Library, the School of Education at Stanford 
University, and the Canadian Centre for 
Studies in Publishing at Simon Fraser 
University. 

http://www.educ.ubc.ca/
http://www.educ.ubc.ca/
http://www.educ.ubc.ca/
http://www.lib.sfu.ca/
http://www.lib.sfu.ca/
http://ed.stanford.edu/
http://ed.stanford.edu/
http://www.ccsp.sfu.ca/
http://www.ccsp.sfu.ca/
http://www.ccsp.sfu.ca/
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OCS at York University

The York University Libraries host OCS for use 
by the York Community

This hosted version of OCS at York is called the 
York Conference Server 
http://pi.library.yorku.ca/ocs/

The Libraries can help you set up your site and 
offer training and troubleshooting help

http://pi.library.yorku.ca/ocs/


+
Synergies Canada

The hosting of OCS by York University 
Libraries is part of a Canada-wide initiative to 
make social science and humanities 
research more visible and accessible online.

This initiative is called Synergies Canada, 
which was granted a 12 million dollar grant 
from the Canadian Foundation for 
Innovation.
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Synergies and beyond…

The Synergies Canada website will be 
aggregating OCS conference metadata for 
conferences that are willing to participate. 

Synergies can increase the exposure of your 
conference proceedings to a much wider 
audience.
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http://www.synergiescanada.org/

http://www.synergiescanada.org/


+ What does Open Conference 
Systems do?



+

OCS helps 
you to easily:

Create a conference Web 
site 

Register participants

Accept payments using a  
PayPal account

Compose and send a call 
for papers

Organizes conference 
schedules, room numbers, 
and other conference 
information
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OCS special 
functions:

Supports different account 
types (author, organizer, 
participant, etc.)

Electronically accepts paper 
and abstract submissions 

Electronically supports 
submission reviews

Posts conference 
proceedings and papers in a 
searchable format 

Integrate post-conference 
online discussions 
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+ How is OCS currently being used at 
York?

YCISS and Critical Disability Studies have 
used OCS to disseminate basic information 
about their conferences

Prof. Colin Coates used OCS to share the 
papers presented at the Canadian-United 
States Borderlands Colloquium in April 2010 
(Canadian–United States Borderlands is a joint course in 
history between York University and Arizona State University)



+ How do I find out more? 

Contact: 
Andrea Kosavic 
akosavic@yorku.ca
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