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Bahar’s Story




Bahar’s Story
Negotiations in the Third Space

Bahar Nasirzadeh



| dedicate this book to my family—
my parents, my brother, and my grandparents.



Iranian female identity is typically represented
as static and fixed, either portraying women
as ‘modern’ or ‘victims’ (from the Western
perspective) or 'Westoxified’ or‘modest’ (from
the Islamic state’s perspective). Utilizing
Foucault’s theorization of subjectivity and
disciplinary power and Bhabha's Third Space
theory, | draw attention to the disciplinary
institutions, such as family, school, urban space,
government, and national and foreign media,
and the ways that Iranian women resist and
challenge these regimes of ‘regularization’

| propose that through these contestations,
‘hybrid’ forms of Iranian gendered identity
emerge as a result of creative borrowing and
blending of Islamic, Iranian, and Western
paradigms as the three dominant paradigms
of modern Iran.

My thesis project is a visual autobiography,
titled Bahar’s Story: Negotiations In the Third
Space, which examines my experiences of
being a female during my growing up in Iran,
in order to visualize the complexity of Iranian
women'’s gendered identities.

In Bahar’s Story: Negotiations In the Third Space,
the narrative is organized in a chronological
fashion and draws on my memories of growing
up Iran as well as the recollections of my family
members | collected through one-on-one
interviews. It is also informed by the data |
gathered from different sources, such as family
photos, childhood drawings, diaries, school
textbooks, music, and television shows.
Employing collage as my primary technique,
| assemble self-generated and found images
and drawings, typography, photocopy textures,
lines, and forms as a means of constructing a
complex and polysemous visual narrative.

The characters in the narrative are referred to
by their nicknames that | commonly call them:
Maman for my mother, Baba for my father, Abe
for my brother, Amin Jun for my grandmother,
and Ababa for my grandfather.
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CHILD'S DRESS

(NOT SUITABLE FOR CHUBBY GIRLS)
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like a lady.
They should
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Oh, Mickey!
You are so
thoughtfull
This is the best
surprise ever!

—Minnie
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| always knew
your brother
was going to

=3 be an engineer.

—Amin Jun

'picked pin
r girls; blu 5
or boys.

— AminJ{f

You were very
creative. You've
always liked art.

—Amin Jun

pin
for girls; blue

for boys.

—Amin Jun
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Girls learn

mothering
from a very
young age.

—Ababa




You were very
little when you
learned how
to pray.

—~Ababa
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Now, mind your manners, children

Attend to what I say ;
And then, perhaps, I'll let you go

Again another day.
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Just south of Tehran's sprawling ceniral bazaar lies a poor neighborhood called Davarze Ghar, or
the "entrance to the cave," known locally for drugs and stolen goods. Groups of men and veiled
women huddle together around an empty reservoir smoking the noxious amphetamine crystal
meth or injecting crack, a processed form of heroin unique to the lslamig Republic.
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A girl’s ‘initiation’ ritual being socialized into
piety or genderif “the ungendered child?
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We never had
such a thing as
'Coming of Age'.
I've never fully
understood it.

Ababa
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Our relationship

was not based

on any specific

ideologic

perceptiad | wanted my daughter
to be free. But wearing
the hijab was legally
required for her.

—Baba




'Pf:upw ﬂ'wmpflj ®’e Q _

FATEM

Who am I?

In our society, women change rapidly. The tyranny o an thein-
fluence of institutions take women away from 'wh-! ¢ 1o ditional
characteristics and values are taken away fre i€ i5 made into a
creature 'they want, 'they build’. We see th- ge bui't! Thisi§why the
most important and relevant question for al cned wornan atthis tine is,
'Who am [2' She knows full well that sk 000t rcmain wikshe s Actually,
she does not want to accept modern r i« (o fpla e the troditional ones. She
wants to decide for herself. Her cort i rais choose for themselves, They
consciously adorn their personalit' - wa ene: s and indepéndence. They
dress themselves. They manifest =1 csse oo ey refleet a sketch. But they do
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‘CURIOUSER and cu-
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that 1if some-

'3 gleon's arcument was,
i i o
Fasn’t done about it in less than no time

w . Ao aghave everyhody executed, all round. (It

We decided to
change the school
because we didn't
agree with their
ideclogical views.

—Baba
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I Everything comes
with its own culture S
and language. ;
What matters is

how we use it.

—Ababa
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I wanted you to
be free and active,
but | also wanted
to make sure you

were safe.
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