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I dedicate this book to my family—
my parents, my brother, and my grandparents.



In Bahar’s Story: Negotiations In the Third Space, 
the narrative is organized in a chronological 
fashion and draws on my memories of growing 
up Iran as well as the recollections of my family 
members I collected through one-on-one 
interviews. It is also informed by the data I 
gathered from different sources, such as family 
photos, childhood drawings, diaries, school 
textbooks, music, and television shows.  
Employing collage as my primary technique, 
I assemble self-generated and found images 
and drawings, typography, photocopy textures, 
lines, and forms as a means of constructing a 
complex and polysemous visual narrative.

The characters in the narrative are referred to 
by their nicknames that I commonly call them: 
Maman for my mother, Baba for my father, Abe 
for my brother, Amin Jun for my grandmother, 
and Ababa for my grandfather. 

Iranian female identity is typically represented 
as static and fixed, either portraying women 
as ‘modern’ or ‘victims’ (from the Western 
perspective) or ‘Westoxified’ or ‘modest’ (from 
the Islamic state’s perspective). Utilizing 
Foucault’s theorization of subjectivity and 
disciplinary power and Bhabha’s Third Space 
theory, I draw attention to the disciplinary 
institutions, such as family, school, urban space, 
government, and national and foreign media, 
and the ways that Iranian women resist and 
challenge these regimes of ‘regularization.’ 
I propose that through these contestations, 
‘hybrid’ forms of Iranian gendered identity 
emerge as a result of creative borrowing and 
blending of Islamic, Iranian, and Western 
paradigms as the three dominant paradigms 
of modern Iran. 

My thesis project is a visual autobiography, 
titled Bahar’s Story: Negotiations In the Third 
Space, which examines my experiences of 
being a female during my growing up in Iran, 
in order to visualize the complexity of Iranian 
women’s gendered identities. 
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