








Author's Preface. 
VII. 

HOUGH the following essay is a contribution to the 
criticism of music, particularly Martial Music, in Can- 
ada, a perusal of its contents will, as was designej, ih 
its way and degree, teach a reader HOW TO LISTEN, 
not, as too many do, merely with the ears and "with the 
eyes ", but with critical appreciation, to.a military band 
which plays, artistically and engagingly, Concert, as 
well as Martial, music. If the essay in kny degree does 

this, and if, further, it  spurs other Canadian Bands, military and 
civilian, to attain to better instrumentation and musicianship, it  will, 
as  was also designed, have achieved a worthy purpose, and have jus- 
tified its publication. For those not a t  all, or but slightly acquainted, 
with the notation, theory, and aesthetics of music, I have alded 
(p. VIII) a Glossary of Musical Terms used in the text of the essay, 
to help them the more readily to understand the text-thouzh, in 
fact, there is nothing really difficult in it. 

Some may object to so colloquial and unaesthetic an epithet ao 
" Champion " being applied to a musical organization. I have, how- 
ever, excellent precedent. The epithet was once applied, in a maga- 
zine essay, to the world-famous Mendelssohn Choir of Toronto, by 
Mr. Edwin R. Parkhurst, Musical Editor of the Toronto Globe, who is 
also a skilled instrumentalist, an expert musical journalist, and an 
authoritative critic. Others may doubt the truth of my claim that the 
Band of the 85th Overseas Battalion, C. E. F., Nova Scotia Highland- 
ers, is the Champion Regimental Band of Canada. I admit that the 
Royal Canadian Band is superior to the 85th Band in instrument- 
ation, and, possibly, in musicianship, though, nz l~ tn t~s  ? I L E ~ ~ C ( ? I ~ L S ,  I should 
doubt the latter. But the R. C. R. Band is not in Canada, and, besides, 
it was not a genuine Canadian organization in personnel, whereas 
the Band of the 85th 0. S. Battalion, C. E. F., is " all-Canadian ", wholly 
so in origin and organization, and virtually so in personnel (See text, 
pp. 2-5). Moreover, the Band of the 85th 0. S. Battalion is still a t  
home; and inasmuch as I have heard the best military bands in To- 
ronto, Montreal, and Hhlifax, both before, and since, the current war 
began, I make my claim only in regard to the indigenous Canadian 
bands flourishing in the Dominion in the last decade. 

This essay was written when I was a civilian. In the meantime 
I have enlisted with the 85th 0. S. Battalion, C. E. F., Nova Scotia 
Highlanders. I therefore take occasion respectfully to acknowledge 
the courtesy of Lieut.-Colonel Allison H. Borden, Officer Commanding 
the 85th 0. S. Battalion, C. E. F., in giving me permission to dedicate 
the essay to himself. 

The Armouries, J. D. L. 
Halifax, N. S. March 27th 1916. 
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